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Five great rivers hold the Netherland territory in their coils. 
Throe are but Blightly separated — tlio Yefiel, AVaal, bimI 
uiicient Khine, while the Scheldt and McDse aro ejiread inoi« 
widi?ly aaiindpr. Along each of these atreama were varioua 
fortified cities, tlie possession of which, in those days, when 
modem fortification was in its infancy, implied tlie control 
of the sarrouuding country. The lower part of all tho 
rivets, where Ihey mingled with the sea and became wide 
[ e^tmuieB, belonged to the Repubhc, for tho coaate and tho 
I ocean were in the hands of the Hollanders and English. 
Above, the various strong places were alternately in the hands 
of the Spaniards and of the patriots. 

Thus Antwerp, with the other Schfldt cities, had fallen into 
Parma's power, but FluBliing, which controlled them all, wiia 
VOL. II. B 
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held by Philip Sidney for the Queen and States. Ou the Meuse, 
Maastricht and Roermond were Spanish, but Veiitoo, Grave, 
Meglicm, and other towns, held for the commonwealth. On tlio 
Waal, the town of Nymegen had, through the dexterity of Martin 
Schenk, been recently transferred to tho royalists, while the 
peat of that river's course was tnie to the republic. The ■ 
Rliiue, strictly so called, from its entrance into Netherland, j 
belonged to tho rebels. Upon its elder branch, the Yssel, I 
Zutphen was in Parma's hands, wliilo, a little below, • 
Deventer had been recently and adroitly saved by Leicester J 
and Count Meurs from falling into the same dangerous ] 



Thus the triple Bhiue, after it had crossed the German I 
frontier, belonged mahily, although not exclusively, to the ] 
States, lint on the edge of the Batavian territory, tha ] 
ancient river, just before dividing itself into its throe btaoehee, 
flowed through a debateable country which was even more j 
desolate and forlorn, if possible, than the land of the obedient I 
Provinces.' 

This unfortunate district was tho archi-episcopal elector&to 1 
of Cologne, The city of Cologne itself, Nc-usz, and UliGiaberg, j 
on tho river, Werll and other places in Westphalia, and the ' 
whole country around, were endangered, invaded, ravaged, 
and the inhabitants plundered, murdered, and subjected to 
every imaginable outrage, by rival bands of higliwaymen, 
enlisted in the support of tho two rival bishojia — beggars^ 
outojists, but high-bom and learned churchmen both — who I 
disputed the electorate. 

At the commencement of the year a portion of the bislioprio I 
was still in tlie control of tho disposed protestaut elector 
Gebliard Truchaess, assisted of course by tho Englisli and tlia I 
States. The city of Cologne was hold by the Catholic electoi 
Ernest of Bavaria, bishop of Liege ; but Neuaz and liUeiabcrg | 
were in the hands of tlie Dutch republic. 

The mihtary operations of the year were, accordingly, 
iiIoDg the MeuBe, where the main object of Parma was to , 
■ Muloren. xlii. 235". 
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wrest Gmvo from iJio Netherlands ; ulong the Waal, where, 
on the other hand, the patriots wished to recover Nyinegen ; 
on the Ysael, where they desired to obtain the possession of 
Zatphen ; and in the Cologne electorate, where the Spaniards 
meant, if possible, to transfer Neusz and Rheinbet^ from 
Tmehse^ to Elector Emest. To clear the course of these 
streams, and especially to set free that debatt^ble portion 
of the river-territory wliicli hemmed him in from neiitrnl 
Germany, and to cut off the supplies from Ins sta,rving troopw, 
was the immediate design of Alexander Fameso, 

Nothing could be more desolate than the condition of tijo 
electorate. Ever since Gebhanl Tmclisess had renounced 
the commnnion of the Catholic Church for the love of Agnes 
ATansfeld, and so gained a wifo and lost his principality, lie 
htwi been a dependant upon the impoverished Nassaus, or a 
supplicant for alms to the thrifty Elizabeth. The Queen 
was frequently implored by Leicester, without much efiect, 
to send the ex-elector a few hundred pounds to keep him 
from starving, as " he liad not one groat to live upon," ' and, 
a little later, he was empioped as a go-between, and almost 
a spy, by the Earl, in his quarrels with the patrician party 
rapidly forming against him in the States. 

At Godesbei^ — the romantic mins of which straiigliold the 
traveller still regards with interest, placed as it is in the 
midst of that enchanting region where Dracht-ufels looks 
down on the cnimbling tower of Roland and the convent of 
Ncmnenwerth — ^thc unfortunate Gebbard had sustained a con- 
clnsivo defeat. A small, melancholy man, accomplished, 
religious, learned, " very poor but very wise," comely, but of 
mean stature, altogether an unlucky and forlorn individual," 

I would to Goil your Lonlsliip oiilcl 
bnt ptwcaro her Majesty Ut bcetow 
500 or 600 poand on him for a token. 



' ' Lctc. Corresp.' 378. 

• "Wben I Bpnka of tho Elector 
liUK," Miid Iiciceetcr, "I asBuro j'on 
Iio is n veiy wife genUemitu ; fmtl if it 
ni'TO poMtble to set him !d his pinoo 
ii)ptin, those POiintrioB •vera soon nt 
qnrL-L . . . . Bii Is cKOeeilirie pour, iiuil 
gieat pity, llolievo me, my I-nnl, ho 



I havB received mora comfurtnnd good 
advico of liim than of nay man Sore, 
no is voiy virtnoUB, and very soiiml in 
ruliirion ; very grave, luiti a comely 
person, but of a mean italnre. Hia 
odvorsury doth all ho can to put tho 
King of Spun into his ttaritorlw yea, 
B 2 
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lie was not, after all, in very much inferior plight to that in 
which his rival, the Bavarian bishop, had found himself. 
Prince Krnest, archbishop of Liege and Cologne, a hanger- 
on of his brother, who sought to shake him off, and a 
stipendiary of PhiL'p, who was a worse paymaster than 
Elizabeth, had a sorry life of it, notwithstanding his nominal 
possession of the see. He was forced to go, disguised and 
in secret, to the Prince of Parma at Brussels,' to ask for 
assistance, and to mention, with lacrymose vehemence, that 
lioth bis brother and himself had determined to renonnce the 
episcopate, unless the forces of the Spanish King could be 
employed to recover the cities on the Khine, If Neuss! and 
Rheinberg were not wrested from the rebels, Cologne itself 
would soon be gone. Ernest represented most eloquently to 
Alexander, that if the proteslant archbishop were reinstated 
in the ancient see, it would be a most perilous result for the 
ancient church throughout all northern Europe. Parma 
kept the wandering prelate for a few days in his palace in 
Brussels, and then dismissed him, disguised and on foot, in 
the dusk of the evening, through tlie park-gate,' He 
encouraged him with hopes of assistance, he represented to 
his sovereign the importance of preserving tlie Rhenish 
temtory to Bishop Ernest and to Catholicism, but hinted 
that the declared intention of the Bavarian to resign Uie 



Btcn Into Cologne ilaelT. Bo it very 
poor, and waarj of hia ki?epine that 
place with flocli ctiarge. Hin buliopric 
or Liege ii nil ipoUt^ also with these 
yrnn, and lie no longor able to «>»□■ 
tain his oliargea. A Email matter 
would act up Uiia man now. He Imth 
nuui;fHeada in Oeraiany, and monjof 
Inle than ever he hod." Ldmler la 
Unrghlev. 28 Feb. isee. (B. P. Office 

Lord North had also concoiTed a 
fBvmmble opinion of Trnchmaa, whom 
lit- nMike of as a " rare Eoulleman, 
notatlj rutnisLed with exo^lent gifla^ 
rvligiom, anl worthy of all hoDOQi and 
ivtiinaliuii.' North to Barshloy, 28 
Fvb. ISSa. {S. P. OfHec US.) 



■ Panna to Philip 11. 28 Fob. 1580. 
(Archirode Biaiancaa,US.) Compare 
Btrado. n. 426. 

■ Panna to Philip n. (MS. laat 
cited.) Compare 'Strada, who ap- 
prara tii be very much mistokeD ui 
ri'prntentiD); the Elector EfumI at 
huving lioeu dinniasd by Panna wJtli 
groat statu, and with a miwiiflcoiit 
eacort of Belgian nobility. — "becatuo 
no moak can ever entirety diaf^niM k 
princcv and bocause aun^ eren whini 
nndcr a cluud, bare more q>e(^ton 
than ever." 

"Ne 

Som legit: 
eScinnt, tuno maiiiDe neolntoiua La- 
bent," and ao on, U. iX7. 
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dignity, was probably a trick, because tlie archi-cpiscopal^? 
was no sucL very bad tbiiig after all.' 

The archi-epiaeopate might be no very bad thing, but it 
was a most uncomfortable place of residence, at the moment, 
for prince or peasant. Ovemin by hnrdee of brigands, and 
crushed almost ont of existence by that most deadly of all 
systems of taxations, the ' brandscliiitzung,' it was fast 
becoming a mere den of thieves. The ' brandschatzuug ' 
had no name in English, but it was the well-known impost, 
levied by roving commanders, and even by respectable gene- 
rals of all nations. A hamlet, cluster of farm-houses, country 
district, or wealthy city, in order to escape being burned and 
ruvagod. as the penalty of having fallen into a conqueror's 
hands, paid a heavy sum of ready money on the nail at 
command of the conqnoror. The free companions of the 
sixteenth century drove a lucrative business in this par- 
ticular branch of industry ; and when to this was added 
the more direct profits derived from actual plunder, sack, 
and ransoming, it was natural that a large fortune was often 
the resnlt to the thrifty and persevering commander of free 
lances. 

Of all the professors of tliis comprehensive art, the terrible 
Af artin Schenk was preeminent ; and he was now ravaging 
the Cologne territory, having recently passed again to the 
service of the States. Intimately connected with the chief 
military events of the period whicJi now occupies us, he was 
also the very archetype of the marauders whose ei^ence was 
characteristic of the epoch. Born in 1549 of an ancient and 
noble family of Gelderland, Martin Schenk had inherited no 
property but a sword. Serving for a brief term as page to 
the Seignenr of Tsselstein, he joined, while yet a youth, the 
banner of William of Orange, at the head of two men-at-anns. 
The humble knight-erraut, with his brace of squires, was 
received with courtesy by the Prince and the Estates, but he 
soon quarrelled with his patrons. There was a castle of 
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Blyenbeok, belonging to liis couain, wLii?Ii Le ulioso to consider 
Lis rightful property, because he was of the same race, aud 
because it was a couvenient and productive estate and 
residence. The courts had different views of public law, end 
supported the ousted cousin. Martin shut himself up in the 
castle, and having recently committed a rather discreditable 
homicide, which still further increased hia unpopularity with 
the patriots, he made overtures to Parma.' Alexander wns 
glad to enlist so bold a soldier on his side, and assisted 
Schenk iu his besieged stronghold. For years afterwards, 
his services under the King's banner were most brilliant, aud 
he rose to the highest military command, while his coffers, 
meantime, were rapidly filling with the results of his robberies 
aud * brandschiitzungs.' "Tis a most courageous fellow," 
said Fanna, "but rather a desperate highwayman than a 
valiant soldier."' Martin's couple of lances had expanded 
into a corps of tree companions, the most truculent, tlie most 
obedient, the most rajMicious in Christendom. Never were 
i'reebooters more formidable to the world at lai^ or more 
docile to their chiefr than were the followers of General 
Schenk. Never was a more finished captain of highwaymen. 
He was a man who was never sober, yet who never smiled. 
His habitual intoxication seemed only to increase both his 
audacity and his tacituroity, without disturbing his reason. 
He was incapable of fear, of fatigue, of remorse. Ho could 
remain for days and nights without dismounting — eating, 
drinking, and sleeping in tbo saddle ; so that to this terrible 
centaur his horse seemed actually a part of himsi'lf. Hia 
eoldiers followed him abont like hounds, and were treated by 
him like hounds. He habitually scoui^;ed them, often took 
with his own hand the lives of such as displeased lum, and 
had been known to cause individuals of them to jump from 
the lop of church steeples^ at his command ; yet the pack 
were ever Btandi to his orders, for they knew that he always 

■ Mol«Riii,iiii.23I.*l>oTciuib(«chi7' I ' Ponim to rbilitJ n., C Jtiii<\ ISS5. | 
viug Ncdotl. Hwincii,' vol. ii. in nwt. (Aruh. du Him. MB.) 
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led them where the game was plenty. WTiile serring under 
Parma he had twice moat brilliantly defoated Hoheiilo. At 
the battle of Hardenborg Ileath he had completely outgeiie- 
ralled that disUngniahed clueftaiii, slaying fifteen hundred of 
Ilia soldtrav at the expenBe of only fifty or sixty of his own. 
By this triumph he had preserved the important city of 
Grom'ngen for Philip, during an additional (luarter of a 
century, and had been received in that city with rapture 
Several startling years of victory and rapiue he had thus run 
through as a royaliat partisan. He became the terror and 
scourge of liis native Gelderland, and he was covered witli 
wounds received in the King's service. He had been twice 
captured and held for ransom. Twice he had effected hie 
esi'^po. He had recently gained the city of Nymegen. Ho 
was the moat formidable, the most unscrupulous, the most 
audacious Netherlander that wore Philip's colours; but ho 
liad received small public reward for his servicea, and the 
wealth which he earned on the high-road did not sufflco for 
his ambition. He had been deeply disgusted, when, at the 
death of Count Kennebei^, Verdugo, a former stable-boy of 
Manafeld, a Spaniard who had risen from the humblest rank 
to he a colonel and general, had been made governor of 
Friealand. He had smothered his resentment for a time 
however, but had sworn within himself to desert at the most 
favourable opportunity. At last, after he had brilliantly 
saved the city of Breda from falling into the hands of the 
patriots, he was more enraged than he had over been before, 
when Haultepenne, of the house of Berlajinont, was made 
governor of that place in his stead. 

On the 25th of May, 1585, at an hour after midnight, he 
had a secret interview with Count Meurs, stadiiolder for the 
States of Gelderland, and agreed to transfer his mercenary 
allegiance to the republic. He made good terms. He was 
to be lieutenant-governor of Gelderlajid, and he was to have 
rank as marshal of the camp in the States' army, with n 
salary of twelve hundred and fifty guilders a month. He 
agreed to resign his famous castle of Hlycubeok, but was U> 
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be reimbursed with estates in Holland and Zeeland, of tlie 
annnal viilue of four tliOiisaud florins.' 

After this treaty, Martin and Lis freo laneos served the 
States faithfully, and became sworn foes to Pairoa and the 
King. He gave aud took no qiiortor, aud his men, if | 
captured, "paid their ransom with their heads."* He 
ceaaed to be the scourge of Oelderland, but he became 
the terror of the electorate. Early in 158ti, accompanied ' 
by Herman Kloet, the young and daring Dutch commandant 
of Ncusz, he had swept down into the Weatphalian country, 
at the he^d of five hundred foot and five hundred horse. On 
the ISth of March ho captured the city of Werll by a neat 
stratagem. The citizens, hemmed in on all sides by marauders, 
were in want of many necessaries of life, among other things, 
of salt. Martin had, from time to time, sent some of hia 
soldiers into the place, diflguised as boors from the neighbour- 
hood, and cArryuig bags of tlrnt article. A pacific trading- 
iiitercourae had thus been eslabliBlied between the burghers , 
within and the banditti without the gates. Agreeable 
relations were formed within the walls, and a party of 
townsmen hod agreed to cooperate with the followers of 
Schenk, One morning a train of waggons, laden with soldiera 
neatly covered with suit, made their appearance at tlie gate. , 
At the same time a fire broke out most opportunely within 
the town. The citizens busily employed themselves in 
extinguishing the flames. The salted soldiers, after passing 
through the gateway, sprang from the waggons, and mastered 
the watch. The town was carried at a blow. Some of the 
iuliabitants wore massacred as a warning to the rest ; others 
were taken prisoners and held for ransom; a few, more 
fortunate, ma^le their escape to the citadel. That fortress was 
stormed in vain, but tho city was thorougbJy sacked. Every 
house was rifled of its contents. Meantime Haultepenne 
collected a force of nearly four thousand men, boors, citizens, 
and soldiers, aud came to besiege Schenk in tlie town, while, 
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at the samo time, attacks were made upon bim from the 
castle. It was impoeeible for him to hold the city, but he had 
completely robbed it of every tiling valuable. Accordingly he 
loaded a train of waggons with his booty, took with him thirty 
of the magistrates as hostages, with other wealthy citizens, 
and marching in good order against Haultepenne, comjJetely 
^^ rout^ him, killing a number variously estimated at from 
^^ five hundred to two thousand, and efl'ected Ms retreat, deape- 
mtely wounded in the thigh, but triumphant, and laden 
with the spoils to Venlo on the Meuse, of which city he was 
governor.' 

" Surely tlus is a noble fellow, a worthy fellow," exclaimed 
Leicester, who was filled with admiration at the bold 
marauder's progress, and vowed that he was " the only soldier 
in truth that they had, for he was never idle, and had suc- 
ceeded hitherto very happily." " 

And thus, at every point of the doomed territory of the 
little commonwealth, the natural atmosphere in wliich the in- 
babitautii existed was ono of blood and rapine. Tet during the 
very slight lull, which was interposed in the winter of 1585-6 
to the eternal clang of arms in Friesland, the Estates of that 
Province, to their lasting honour, founded the university of 
Franeker. A dozen years before, the famous institution at 
Leyden had been established, as a reward to the burghers for 
their heroic defence of the city. And now this new proof 
was given of the love of Netherlanders, even in the midst 
of their misery and their warfare, for the more humane arts. 
The new college was well endowed from ancient church- 
lands, and not only was the education made nearly gratuitous, 
while handsome salaries were provided for the professors, but 
lirovision was made by which the poorer scholars could be fed 
and boarded at a very moderate expense. There was a table 
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proiHded at an annual cost to tlie Btudent of but fifty florios 
(pi.), and a second aud third table at the very low price of 
forty and thirty florins respectively. Thus tlie sum to be paid 
by the poorer class of scholaM for a year's maintenance was 
leas than three jjounds sterling a year. The voice with which 
this infant seminary of tLe Miises first made itself heard 
above the din of war was but feeble, but the institution 
was destined to tluive, and to endow the world, for many * 
BQceessive generations, with the golden fruits of science and I 
genius.' ■ 

Early in the spring, the war was seriously taken in hand ^ 
by Famese. It has already been seen that the republic had 
been almost entirely driven out of Flanders and Brabant. 
The Estates, however, still held Grave, Megem, Batonbiu^, 
and Venlo upon the Mouse. That river formed, as it were, 
a perfect circle of protection for the wliole Province 
Brubant, and Famese determined to make himself master 
this great natural moat. Afterwards, he meant to posscw 
himself of the Khine, flowing in a parallel course, about 
twentj-flve miles farther to the east In order to gain aai 
hold the Meuse, the first step was to reduce the city of Grave. 
That t«wn, upon the left or Brabant bank, was strongly forti- 
fied on its land-side, where it was surrounded by low and 
fertile pastures, while, upon the otlier, it depended upon its 
natural foss, the river. It was, according to Lord North and 
the Earl of Leicester, the " strongest town in all the Low 
Countries, though but a little one." * *• 

Baron Heraart, a young Gueldrian noble, of small experin^, 
ence in military affairs, commanded in the city, liis garrison 
being eight hundred soldiers, and about one thousand burgher 
guard.' As early as January, Famese had ordered Count 
Manufeld to lay siege to the place. Five forts bad accord- 
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ordered one thousand picked troops, all Spaniards, under I 
j^pnl * Casco and other veterans, to assault this advanced ' 
1586. post' A reserve of two thousand waa placed in readi- 
ness to support the attack. The Spaniards slowly crossed the 
bridge, which was swaying very dangerously with the current, 
and then charged the entrenched camp at a run. A quarrel 
between the different regiments as to the right of precedencs I 
precipitated the attack, before the reserve, consisting of some J 
picked companies of Mundragou's veterans, had been able to J 
arrive. Coming in breathless and fatigued, the first aesailsnta I 
were readily repulsed in their first onset. Aquila then oppop^ I 
tunely made his appearance, and the attack was renewed I 
[ with great vigour. The defenders of the camp yielded at the J 
[ third chai^ and fled in dismay, while tlie Sjtauiards, leaping f 
, the barriers, scattered hither and thither in the ardour of I 
j pmsuit The routed EngUshmen fled swiftly along the oozy I 
I dyke, in hopes of joining the main body of the relieving i»artyi f 
f who were expected to advance, with the dawn, from thevi 
position six miles farther down tlie nver. Two miles long I 
^e chace lasted, and it seemed probable that the fugitive! 
would be overtaken and destroyed, when, at last, from behind I 
s tine of mounds which str^hed towards Batenburg and had I 
masked their approaclu ajipeared Coimt Hohenlo and Sitl 
John Norris. at the head of twenty-five hundred Englishmea C 
Bnd Uollauders. This force advanced us rapidly as the i 
slippery ground and the fatigue of a two hours march woidd I 
permit to the rescue of their friends, while the retreating I 
Euglisfa rallied, turned upon their pursuers, and drove them ( 
bock over the path along which they had just been charging I 
in tlie full career of victory. The fortune of the day was I 
changed, and in a few minutes Hohenlo and Xorris would 1 
kave crossed the river and entered Grave, when the Spanish I 
I «x>mpanieB of Bobadil and other commanders were seen n)arch> J 
1 ing along tlie quaking bridge. 
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Three thousand men on each side now met at push of pike 
on the bank of the Meuse.' The rain was pouring in torrents, 
the wind was blowing a gale, the stream waa rapidly rising, 
and threatening to overwhelm its shores. By n tueit and 
mntoal consent, both armies paused for a few moments in fiiU 
view of each other. After this brief interval they closed 
again, breast to breast, in sharp and steady conflict. The 
ground, slippery with rain and with blood, wliich waa soon 
flowing almost as fast as the rain, aSbrded an unsteady footing 
to the combatants. They staggered like drunken men, fell 
npou their knee«, or upon their backs, and still, kneeling or 
rolling prostmte, maintoiued the deadly conflict. For the 
fljMice ot an hour and a half the fierce encounter of human 
passion outmastered the fury of the elements. Norris and 
Uohenlo foiight at the head of their columns, like paladins of 
old. ITie Englishman waa wounded in the mouth and breast, 
the Count wna seen to gallop past one thousand musketeers 
and caliver-men of the enemy, and to escape unscathed. But 
as the strength of the soldiers exhausted itself, the riolence of 
the tempest increased. The floods of min and the blasts of 
the hurricane at last terminated the affray. The Spaniards, 
fiiitly conquered, were compelled to a retreat, lest the rapidly 
rising river should sweep away the frail and trembling bridge, 
over which they had passed to their unsuccessful assault. 
The English and Netherlanders remained masters of the 
field. The rising flood, loo, which was faet converting the 
meadows into a take, was as useful to the conquerors as it 
was <Iamaging to the Spaniards. 

In the course of the few following days, a large number of 

boats was despatched before the very eyes of Parma, from 

Aiirii ', Batenburg into Grave ; Hohenlo, who had " most 

1386. desperately adventured liis person" throughout the 
whole afiair, entering the town himself. A force of five 
hnndrod men, together with provisions enough to last a year, 
was thrown into the city, and the course of the Meuse waa, 
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apparently, secured to the republic. In this important action 
about one buntlred and iifty T)utc)i and English were killed, I 
and probably four hundred Spaniards, including several dis- | 
tinguished officers. ' 

Tho Earl of Leicester was incredibly elated so Boon t 
the success of this enterprise waa kno\ra, "Oh that her I 
Majesty knew," he cried, "how easy a match now sho hath ( 
with the King of Spain, and what millions of aGUctcd pooplo j 
she bath relieved in these countries. This summer, tliis ] 
summer, I say, would make an end to lier immortal glory." 
He waa no friend to his conntrymnn, the gallant Sir Johtf I 
Norris — whom, boweyer, he could not help applauding on thig I 
occasion, — but he was in raptures with Hohenlo. Next to J 
God, he assured the Queen's government that the riotory was ] 
owing to the Count. " He is both a valiant man and a wise I 
man, and the paiufullest that ever I know," he said ; adding' ] 
— OS a secret — ^tliat " five hundred Englishmen of the best T 
Flemish training had flatly and shamefiilly run away," wlieif 1 
the fight hat! been renewed by Hohenlo and Norria. Ha* I 
recommended that her Majesty should send her picture Ut I 
the Coimt, wortli two hundred pounds, which he would valne J 
at more than one thousand pounds in money, and he added I 
that "for her sake the Count had greatly left hia driuk- 
|,iag."» 
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As for the Prince of Parma, Leicester looked upon him as 
roncluaively beaten. He spoke of him as " marvellously ap- 
pallL'd'' by tliis overthrow of his forcee, hut ho assnred tlm 
government that if the Prince's " choler should press him to 
seek revenge," be should soou be driven out of the country. 
Tiie Earl would follow liim " at an inch," and effectually 
frustrate all his undertakings. " If the Spaniard have anoh a 
May OS he has ho'l an April," said Lord North, "it will put 
water in his wine." ' 

Kleantime, aa St George's Day was approaching, and as tho 
Earl was fond of banquets and ceremonies, it was thought 
desirable to hold a great triumphal feast at Utrecht. His 
journey to that city from tho Hague was a triumphal proces- 
sion. In all the (owns through which he passed ho was 
entertained with miJitary display, pompous harangues, inter- 
ludes, dumb shows, and allegories. At Amsterdam — a city 
which he compared to Venice for situation and splendour, and 
where one thousand ships were constantly lying — he was 
received with "sundry great whales and other fishes of 
hugeness,*' that gambolled about his vessel, and convoyed him 
to the shore. These monsters of the deep presented him to 
the burgomaster and uy^atrates who were awaiting him on 
the quay. The burgomaster made him a Latin oration, to 
which Dr. Bartholomew Clerk responded, and tlien the Earl 
was usliered to the grand square, upon which, in liis honom-, a 
magnificent living picture was exiiibtted, in which ho figured 
as Moses, at the head of the Israelites, smiting tho Philistines 
hip and thigh.* After much mighty banqueting in Amster- 
dam, as in the other cities, the governor-general camo to 
Utrecht I'hrough the streets of this antique and moat pic- 
turesque city flows the palsied current of the Rhine, and every 
barge and bridge were decorated with the flowers of spring. 
Upon this spot, where, eight centuries before, the Anglo-Saxon 
Willebrod lu»d first astonished the wild Frisians with the 
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pacific doctrines of Jesiw, and had been stoned to death ashia 
reward, stood now a more arrogant representative of English 
piety. The balconies were crowdtsd with fair women, and 
decorated with scarves and banners. From the Earl's resi^ 
dence — the ancient palace of the Knights of Ehodes — to tha, 
cathedral, the way was lined with a double row of burgher' 
guards, wearing red roses on tlieir arms, and apparrelled in 
the splendid uniforms for which the Netlierlandera were cele- 
brated, Tnimpeters in scarlet and silver, barons, knights, 
and great officers, in cloth of gold and silks of all colours ; the 
young Earl of Essex, whose career was to bo so romantic, and 
whose fate so tragic ; those two ominous personages, the. 
deposed little archbiuhop-elector of Cologne, with his melaa- 
eholy face, and the unlucky Don Antonio, Pretender of For-, 
tugal, for whom, dead or olive, thirty thousand crowns and A, 
dukedom ' were perpetually offered by FhiUp II. ; young 
Maurice of Nassau, the future controller of European destinioa ; 
great counsellors of state, gentlemen, guardsmen, and por^ 
cullis-heiald, with the coat of arms of Elizabeth, rode in 
solemn procession along. Then great Leicester himself 
"most princelike in tlie robes of his order," guarded by a 
troop of bui^here, and hy bis own fifty halberd-men in scarlet 
cloaks trimmed with white and purple velvet, pranced 
gorgeously by.' 

The ancient catliedral, built on the spot where Saint J 
Willebrod had once ministered, with its light, tapering bri( 
tower, three hundred and sixty feet in height, its exquisitely' 
mullioned windows, and its elegantly fohaged columns, soon 
received the glittering throng. Hence, after due religiona 
ceremonies, and an English senuon from Master Knewstub^ 
Leicester's chaplain, was a solemn march back ipni. 
again to the palace, where a stupendous banquet was i*"***- 
already laid in the great hall.' 

On the dais at the upper end of the table, blasring wiUl 
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plate and crystal, stood tlie royal chair, witli the Qneea's plate 
and knife and fork before it, exactly as if she had been 
present, while Leicester's trencher and stool were set respeet- 
ftdly quite at the edge of tlie board. In the neighbourhood 
of this poet of honour sat Count Maurice, the Elector, tho 
Pretender, and many illustrious English personages, witli the 
fair Agnes Mansfeld, PrinccBS Chiniay, the daughters of 
William the Sileut. and other damea of liigh d.^gree. 

Before the corers were remoTed, came limping uji to tlio 
dais grim-viaaged Martin Schenk, freshly wounded, but 
triumphant, from the sack of Werll, and black John Norris, 
scarcely cored of the spear-wounds in his face and brea^ 
received at the relief of Grave. The sword of knighthood ' 
was laid upon the shoulder of each liero, by the Earl of 
Leicester, as her Blajesty's vicegerent ; and then the ushers 
marshalled the mighty feast Meats in the shape of liona, 
tigers, dragons, and leoimrde, flanked by peacocks, swans, 
pheasants, and turkeys "in their natural feathers as in their 
greatest pride." disappeared, course after coarse, — soiiorous 
metal blowing meanwhile the most triumphant airs. After 
the banquet came dancing, vaulting, tumbling, togetlier with 
the " forces of Hercules, whiiih gave great delight to the 
strangers," after which the company separated until even- 
King. 

Then again, " great was the feast," says the chronicler, — 
a mighty supper following hard upon the gigantic dinner. 
After tliis there was tilting at the barriers, the young Earl of 
Essex and other knights bearing themselves more chivalrously 
than wotdd seem to comport with so much eating and dritdting. 
Then, horrible to relate, came another "most sumptuous 
banquet of sugar-meates for the men at arms and the 
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ladies," after which, it being now midnight, tlie Lord offl 
Leicester bade the wLole company good rest, and the men atf 
anus and ladies took their leave.' 

But while all this chivalrous banqueting and holiday- 
making waa in hand, the Prince of Parma wiia in reality uot \ 
quite so much " appalled" by the relief of Grave aa his an- I 
tagouist had imagined. The Earl, flushed with the succeae of I 
Hohcnlo, already believed himself master of the country, and j 
assured hia government^ that, if he should be reasonably well ] 
supplied, he would have Antwerp bock again and Bruget 
besides " before mid June." ^ 

Never, said he, was *' the Prince of Parma so dejected nor I 
so molaucholy since he came into tliese countries, nor so far I 
out of courage." ^ And it is quite true that Alexander had ] 
reason to be discouraged. He had but eight or nine I 
thousand men, and no money to pay even this little force, j 
The Bi^ildicrs were perieliing daily, and nearly all the survivora ' \ 
were descrlljed by their chief us sick or maimed. Tho i 
famine in the obedient Provinces was universal, the whole 
population was desperate with hunger ; and the merchaute, 
frightened by Drake's successes, and appalled by the ruin all 
around them, drew their purse-strings inexorably.* " I know 
not to what saint to devote my3elf,"8aid Alexauder."' He hod 
been compelled, by the movement before Grave, to withdraw i 
Uaultepenne from the projected enterprise against Neuss, and 
he was quite aware of the cheerful view which Leicester waa ] 
inclined to take of their relative positions. " Tho English 
tliink they are going to do great things," said he, " and con- 
sider themselvee masters of the field." * 

Nevertheless, on the 11th May, the dejected melancholy 
man hud led BruBsels, and joined his little army, consisting; 
of tliree thousand Spaniards and five thousand of all other 
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^ 1586. PARMA LES3 APPALLED THAN WAS THOUGUT. 10 

I BatitKifi.* Hifl yeteraus, though unpaid, ragged, and haif- 

[ Btarred, were in raptures to have their idolized Mayli, 

f commatider among them again, and vowed that under ^^^''■ 

! hia guidance there was nothing which they could not accom- 

I pUsb. The King's lionour, liis ow-n, that of the army, all were 

piedge<l to take the city. On the success of that enterprise, 

he said, dependeii all his past conquests, and every hope for 

the future. Leii.'ester and the Euglieih, whom he called the 

head and body of the rebel forces were equally pledged to 

relieve the place, and were bent upon meeting him in the 

field.' The Earl had taken some forts iu tlie Batavia — 

Betuwe, or "good meadow," which he pronounced as fertiio 

and about aa large as Herefordshire),^ — and was now thrcAlen- 

ing Nymegen, a city which had been gained for Philip by the 

last effort of Schenk, on the royalist side. He was now 

obsfjTving Alexander's demonstrations against Grave, but, 

after the recent success iu victualling that place, he felt a just 

confidence In its security. 

On the 31st May the trenches were commenced, and on 
the 5th June the batteries were opened. The work went 
rapidly forward when Famese was in the field, aijt Mny, 
" The Prince of Parma doth batterit like a Prince," * '^^> 
I said Lord North, admiring the enemy with the enthusiasm of 
I an honest soldier. On the 6th of June, as Alexander rode 
I through the camp to reconnoitre, previous to an attack, a well- 
f directed cannon ball carried away the hinder half of liis horsu.' 
I The Prince fell to the ground, and, for a moment, dismay 
was in the Spanish ranks. At the next instant, though 
eomewhat bruised, he was on his feet again, and, having 
found the breach sufficiently promising, he determined ou the 
assault. 

As a preliminary measure, he wished to occupy a tower 
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which had been battered nearly to ruins, situato near the I 
river. Captain de Solis was ordered, with sixty veteranB, to 



take 



of t 



', and t 



"have a look at the 



1 tower, I 

countenant^e of the enemy, without amusing himself with 
anything else." ' The tower was soon secured, but Pol is, in 
disobedience to his written instructions ^ led his meu against 
the ravelin, which was stOl in a state of perfect defence. A 
miiflket^ball soon stretched Iiim dead beneath the wall, and liie 
followers, still attempting to enter the impracticable breach, 
were repelled by a shower of stones and blazing pitch-lioojis. 
Hot sand, too, poured &om sieves and baskets, insinuated 
itself within the armour of the Spaniards, and occasioned 
Buch exquisite suffering, that many threw themselves into the 
river to allay the pain. Emerging refreshed, but confused, 
they attempted in vain to renew the onset. Several of the 
little band were slain, the assault was quite imsuccessful, and 
the trumpet sounded a recal.^ So completely discomfited 
were the Spaniards by this repulse, and so thoroughly at their 
ease wore the besieged, that a soldier let himself do«*n from 
the ramparts of the town for the sake of plundering the body ; 
of Captain Solis, who was richly dressed, and, having accom- ' 
plished this feat, was quietly helped back again by his com- 
rades from above.* 

To the surprise of the besiegers, however, on the very iiort 
morning came a request from the governor of tlie city, Baron i 
Hemort, to negociate for a surrender, Alexander was, natu- 
rally, bat too glad to grant easy terms, and ujion the 7lh i 
of June the garrison left the town with colours displayed and 
drums beating, and the Prince of Parma marched into it, at 
the head of his troops. He found a year's provision there for 
six thousand men, white, at the same time, the walls had 
stiffered so Uttle, that he must have been obliged to wait long 
for a practicable breach.' 

' Puma lo Pliilip. II Jmu>, 1586, 1 
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" There was no good reason even for women to have sur- 
rendered tihe place," exclaimed Leicester, when lie heard the 
news.' And the Earl had cause to be enraged at such a 
result. He had received a letter only the day before, signed 
by Hemart himself and by all the officers in Grave, asserting 
their determination and ability to hold the place for a good 
five months, or for an indefinite period, and until they should 
be relieved. And indeed all the officers, with three exceptions, 
had protested against tJie base sorrender. But at the bottom 
of the catastrophe — of the disastrous loss of the city and the 
utter ruin of young Hemart — was a woman. The governor 
was governed by his mistr^s, a lady of good family in the 
place, but of Spanish inclinations, and she, for some mys- 
terious reasons, had persuaded him thus voluntarily to capi- 
tulate.* 

Parma lost no time, however, in exulting over his success. 
Upon the same day the towns of Megen and Batenburg sur- 
rendered to him, and immediately afterwards siege was laid 
to Venlo, a town of importance, lying thirty miles farther up 
the Meuse. The wife and family of Martin Schenck were in 
the city, together with two himdred horses, and from forty to 
one hundred thousand crowns in money, plate, and furniture 
belonging to him.^ 

That bold partisan, accompanied by the mad Welshman, 
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cowardice, mixod with guah negligenoo 
as is utispcukubte. In the time of that 
Btege he itpcnt bis time in hie bouso, 
foUowod witli bis liarlot, and when ho 
came abroad he could not be gotten 
bj entreaty of caplniiia, burghers, or 
Boldicis to do anytbingfor the defence 
of the town, but straightway entered 
into B oontinencB of the people, wish- 
ing rather to give up the town than 
Buffer the blood of bo many innocents 
to bt- Bpilt. VHiich purpose he did pro- 
Bucuto with Hpetd. and lent a drum tu 
the enemy for parley. Tlie towu won 
impossible to l» assaulted,' &c. fitc. 
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Roger Williama, st tho head of one hundred and thirty 
English lancos and thirty of Schenk's men, made a wild 
nocturnal attempt to cut their way through the besieging fore©, 
and penetrate to the city. They paaeed through the enemy's 
lines, killed all the rorpa-do-garde, and many Spanish troopers 
— the torrible Martin's own hand being most effective in thia 
midnight slaughter — and reached the very door of Parma'a 
t«nt, where they killed liis secretary and many of his gnards. 
It was even reported, and generally believed, that Fomese 
himself had been in imminent danger, that Schenk had fired 
his pistol at him unBUCcessfuUy, and had then struck him on 
the head with its butt-end, and that the Prince had only saved 
his life by leaping from his horse, and scrambling through a 
ditch.^ But these seem to have been fables, Tlie alarm at 
last became general, the dawn of a summer's day was fast 
approaching, the drums heat to arms, and the bold maunmderB 
wore obliged to efi'ect their retreat, as they best might, hotly 
pursued by near two thousand men. Having slain many of 
the Spanish army, and lost nearly half their own number, 
they at last obtained shelter in Wachtendonk.^ 

Soon aftenrards the place capitulated withont waiting for a 

battery, upon moderate terms. Schenk's wife was sent away 

28 June, courteously with her family, in a coach and four, 

1586. j^^jj (^jjjj (jg much "apparel" as might he carried 
with her. His property was confiscated, for "no fair wars , 
could be mode with him." ^ 

Tlius, within a few weeks after taking the field, the 
"dejected, melancholy" man, who was ao "out of courage," 
and the solchers who were so "marvelloUBly beginning to run 
away "' — according to the Earl of Leicester — had swept their 
enemy from every town on the Meuse. That river was now. 
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tfironghout Ite whole coarse, in Uio power of tie SpaniardH. 
The Province of Brabant became thoroughly giiordetl again 
by its foss, and the enemy's road was opened into the northern 
Provinces. 

Leicestfir, meantime, ha<l not distingnished himself. It 
must be confessed that he had been sadly outgeneralled. 
The man who had talked of following the enemy inch by 
inch, and who had pledged himself not only to protect Grave, 
and any other place that might be attacked, but even to 
recover Antwerp and Bruges within a few weeks, had wasted 
the time in very desultory operations. After the St. George 
feasting, Knewstub eermons, and forces of Hercules, were all 
finished, the Earl had taken the field with five thousand foot 
and fifteen hundred horse. His intention was to clear the 
Tssel, by getting possession of Doeabui^ and Zutplien, but, 
hearing of Parma's demonstration upon Grave, he abandoned 
the contemplated siege of those cities, and came to Aruheim. 
He then crossed the Rhine into the Isle of Batavia, and 
thence, after taking a few sconces of inferior importance — 
whfle Schenk, meanwhile, was building on the Island of 
Gravenweert, st the bifiurcation of the Khine and Waal, tho 
sconce so celebrated a century later as ' Schenk's Fort ' 
(Schenkeuschans) — he was preparing to pass the Waal in 
order to attack Famese, when ho heard, to his astonishment, 
of the surrender of Grave." ' 

He conld therefore — to his chagrin — no kmger save that 
important city, but be could, at leaat, cut oflf the head of the 
cnlprit. Leicester was in Boramel when he heard of Baron 
Hemart's faint-heartedness or treachery, and hia ivrath was 
extravagant in proportion to the exultation with which his 
previous success had inspired him. He breathed nothing but 
revenge against the coward and the traitor, who had delivered 
up the town in " such lewd and beastly sort." ^ 

" 1 will never depart hence," he said, " till by the goodness 
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of God I be satiefied someway of this viUain's treachery," 
There could belittle doubt that Henmrt deserved punishmeDt. ' 
There coidd be ae little that Leicester would mete it out to 
him in ample measure, " The lewd Tillain who gave up 
Grave," said he, " and the captains as deep in fault as himself, 
shall all suffer tof^otJier." ^ 

Hemart came boldly to meet him. " The honest man came \ 
to me at Biimmel," said Leicester, and he assured the govern- 
ment that it was in the hope of persuading tlie magistrates of 2 
that and otJier towns to imitate his own treachery.^ 

But the magistrates straightway delivered the culprit to i 
the govemor-general, who immediately placed him under I 

36 June, arrest. A court-martial was summoned, 26th of June, 

'■'''"'■ at Utreclit, consisting of Hohenlo, Essex, and other I 
distinguished officers. They found tliat the conduct of the 1 
prisoner merited death, but left it to the E^l to decido I 
whether various extenuating cireumstances did not justify a 
pardon.' Hohenlo and Norria exerted themselves to procure | 
a mitigation of the young man's sentence, and they excited 
thereby the governor's deep indignation. Norris, accord- 
ing to Leicester, was in love with the culprit's aunt, and 4 
was therefore especially desirous of saving his life^' More- 
over, much use was made of the discredit which had been i 
thrown by the Queen on the Earl's authority, and it was 1 
openly maintained, that, being no longer governor-general, J 
he had no authority to order execution upon a Netherland J 
oflScer,* I 

llie favourable circumstancea urged in the case, were, that I 
Hemart was a young man, without experience in military I 
matters, and that he had l>ecn overcome by tlie supplicatioiis J 
and outcries of the women, panic-struck after the first assault. I 
There were no direct proofs of treachery, or even of penuual I 
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cowardice. He bogged hard for a pardon, not on account of 
hia life, but for tlie sate of his reputation. He eameally 
implored permission to serve under tlie Queen of England, us 
a private soldier, without pay, on land or aea, for aa mnny 
years as she should speeiiy, and to be seleeted for the most 
dangerous emjJoymeute, in order that, before he died, he 
might wipe out the disgrace, which, through his fault, in an 
hour of weakness, had come upon an ancient and honourable 
house.' Much interest was made for him — his family connec- 
tions being powerful — and a general impression prevailing 
that he hod erred through folly rather than deeper guilt. 
But Leicester, beating himself upon the breast — as he was 
wont when excited — swore that there should be no pardon 
for each a traitor.' The States of Holland and Zeeland, 
likewise, were decidedly in favour of a severe example.^ 

Hemart was accordingly led to the scaffold on the 28th 
June. He spoke to the people with great calmness, and, in 
38 June, two languages, French and Flemish, declared that 
''^- he was guiltless of treachery, but that the terror 
and tears of the women, in an hour of panic, had made a 
coward of him.* He was beheaded, standing. The two 
captains, Du Ban and Koeboekum, who had also been con- 
demned, sufiered with him.' A third captain, likewise con- 
victed, was, "for very just cause," pardoned by Leicester.* 
The Earl persisted in beUe\'ing that Hemart had surrendered 
the city as part of a deliberate plan, and affirmed that in such 
a time, when men had come to think no more of giving up a 
town than of abandoning a house, it was higldy necessary to 
aSord an example to traitors and satisfaction to the people.' 
And the people were thoroughly satisfied, according to the 
governor, and only expressed their regret that three or four 
members of the States-General could not have their heads 
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ont ofT as well, being ns arrant knaves as Hemart ; " and bo 1 
think they be," added Leicester,' 

Parma having thus made himself master of the Meiise, lost 
no time iu making a demonstration npon the parallel course 
of the Rhine, thirty miles farther east," t^henk, Kloet, and 
other partisans, kept that portion of the arclu-episcopate and 
of Westphalia in a state of perpetual commotion.^ Early 
in the preceding year, Count de Meurs had, by a fortunate 
stratagem, captured the town of Neusz for the deposed electo 
and Herman Kloet, a yonng and moat determinec 
soldier, now commanded iu the i»ltt<!e.' 

llie Elector Ernest had made a visit in disguise to t 
carap of Parmo, and bad reprejsented the necessity of ii 
ing the city. It hod become the stronghold of heretics, rel»Im< 
and banditti The Rhine was in tlieir hands, and with it the per^ 
petual power of disturbing the loyal Netherlands. It was as much 
the interest of his Catholic Majesty as that of the Archbishop 
that Neusz should 1>6 restored to its lawful owner. Parma 
had felt the force of this reasoning, and had early in the 
year sent Haultepenne to invest the city. He had been 
obliged to recal that commander during the siege of Grave. 
The place being reduced, Alexander, before the grass could 
grow beneath his feet, advanced to the Rhine in person. 
Early in July he appeared before the walls of Neusz with 
eight thousand foot and two thousand liorse. The garrison 
under Eloot numbered s<!arcely more tlian sixteen hundred 
effective soldiere,* all Nctherlandors and Germans, none being 
English. 

The city is twenty miles below Cologne. It was so well 
fortified Uiat a century before it hod stood a year's siogi' from 
the famous Charles the Bold, who, after all, hod been obliged 
to retira* It had also resisted the strenuous efforts of Charl<; 
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the Fiftb,' and it was now etrong;er than it ever had been. 
It was tJioroiighly well provisioned, ho that it was safe enough, 
"if those witliin it," said LeiceBter, "be men."' The Earl 
expressed the opinion, however, that " those fellows were not 
good U> defend towns, niiless the besieg^ere were obliged to 
swim to the attack."* The issue was to show whether the 
sarcasm were jiiat or not. Meantime the town was considered 
by the govemor-^;eDeral to be secure, "nnless towns were 
to be had for the asking." * 

Xensz is not immediately, upon the Rhino, but that river, 
which sweeps away in a north-easterly direction from the 
walls, throws out an arm which completely encircles the town. 
A part of the place, cut into an island by the Erpf, was 
strengthened by two redoubts. This island was abandoned, 
as being too weak to hold, and the Spaniards took possession 
of it immediately.' There were various preliminary and 
sanguinary sorties and skirmishes, during which the Spaniards, 
afwr having been once driven from the island, again occupied 
that position. Archbishop Emeat carae into the camp, and, 
before proceeding to a cannonade, Parma offered to the city cer- 
tain terms of capitulation, which were approved by that prelate. 
Eloet replied to this proposal, that he was wedded to the town 
and to his honour, which were as one. These he was incapable 
of sacrificing, but his life he was ready to lay down.' There 
was, through some misapprehension, a delay in reporting this 
answer to Fiunese, Meantime that general became impatient, 
and advanced to the battery of the Italian regiment. Pre- 
tending to be a plenijjotentiary from the commander-in- 
chief, he expostulated in a loud voice at the slowness of their 
counsels. Hardly had he begun to speak, when a shower of 
bails rattled about him. His own soldiers were terrified at 
his danger, and a cry arose in the town that " Holofemeso " — 
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as the Flemings and Germans were accuetomed to iiicknome 
Farnese — was dead.' Strange to relate, he was quite un- 
harmed, and walked back to his tent with dignilied slowuess 
and a very frowning face. It was said that this breach of 
truce had been begun by the Spaniards, who hud fired first, 
and had been immediately answered by the town. This was 
hotly denied, and Parma sent Colonel Taasis with a flag of 
truce to the commander, to rebuke and to desire an explana- 
tion of this dishonourable conduct.' 

The answer given, or imagined, was that Commander Kloet 
had been souud asleep), but that he now much regretted this 
untoward accident. The explanation was received with deri- 
sion, for it seemed hardly probable that so young and energetic 
a soldier would take the opportunity to refresh himself with 
slumber at a moment when a treaty for the capitulation of a 
city under his charge was under diacusaiou. This terminated 
the uegociation.' 

A few days afterwards, the feast of St. James was celebrated 
in the Spanish camp, with bonfires aud other demonstrations 
of hilarity. The townsmen are said to have desecrated the 
same holiday by roasting alive in the market-place two un- 
fortunate soldiers, who had been captured in a sortie a few 
days before ; besides burning the body of the holy Saint Qui- 
rinus, with other holy relics.* The detestable deed was to 
be most horribly avenged. 

A steady cannonade from forty-five great guns was kept up 
from 2 A.M. of July 15 until the dawn of the following day ; 

iitJul;, the cannoneers being all provided with milb and 

1589. vinegar to cool the pieces,' At daybreak the assault 
was ordered. Eight separate attacks were made with the 
usual impetuosity of Spaniards, and were steadily repulsed." 
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At the ninth, the outer wall was carried, and the Spaiiiarda 
shontmg " Santiago" poured over it, bearing back all resistance. 
Ah Italian Knight of the Sepulchre, Cesar Guidiecioni by 
name, and a Spanish ensign, one Alphonso de }[esa, with his 
colours in one hand and a ladder in the other, each claimed 
the honour of having first mounted the breach. Both being 
deemed equally worthy of reward, Parma, after the city had 
heea won, took from his own cap a sprig of jewels aiul a 
golden wlieat-ear ornamented with a gem, which he had 
himself worn in place of a phime, and thus presented each 
with a brilliant token of his regard.' The wall was then 
strengthened against the inner line of fortification, and all 
night long a desperate conflict was maintained in the dark 
Dpon the narrow space between the two barriers. Before day- 
light Kloet, who then, as always, had led his men in the most 
dusperate adventures, was carried into the town, wounded in 
five places, and with his leg almost severed at the thigh." 
" 'Tia the bravest man," said the enthusiastic Lord North, 
"that WBB ever heard of in the world."* "He is but a boy," 
said Alexander Famese, " but a commander of extraordinary 
eai«acity and valour." * 

Early in the morning, when this mishap was known, an 
officer was sent to the camp of the besiegers to treat. The 
soldiers received hira with furious laughter, and denied him 
access to the general. " Commander Kloet had waked from 
Ilia nap at a wrong time," they said, "and the Prince of 
Parma was now sound asleep, in his turn."* There was no 
poseibiUty of commencing a negociation. The Spaniards, 
heated by the conflict, maddened by opposition, and inspired 
by the desire to sack a wealthy city, overpowered all resistance. 
"My little soldiers were not to bo restrained,"* said Famese, 
and BO compelling a reluctant consent on the part of the 
comxaander-in-cbief to an assault, the Italian and Spanish 
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legions poured into the town at two opposite gates, wbiclt i 
wefe no longer strong enough to withstand the enemy. The-, 
two streams met in the heart of the place, and awept every 
living thing in their patli out of existence. The garrison wat 
butcliered to a mftn, and subsequently many of the inhabitants 
— men, women, and children — also, although the women, to: 
tlie honour of Alexander, had been at first secured from hanoi 
in some of the churches, where they Iiad been ordered to take 
refuge. The first blast of indignation was against the com- 
mandant of tlie place. Alexander, who had admired hia 
courage, was not imfavourably disposed towards Iiim, but 
Archbishop Ernest vehemently demanded his immediate 
death, as s personal favour to himself.' As the churchmani 
was nominally sovereign of the city, although in reality a 
beggarly dependant on Philip's alms, Famese felt bound to 
comply. The manner in wliich it was at first supposed that 
the Bishop's Christian request had been complied witli, sent 
a shudder through every heart in the Netherlands. " They 
took Kloet, wounded as he was," said Lord North, " and first 
strangled him, then smeared him with pitch, and burnt him 
with gunpowder; thus, with their holiness, they made a< 
tragical end of an heroical service. It is wondered that the 
Prince would suffer so great an outrage to bo done to bo noble;' 
a soldier, who did but his duty." ' 

But this was an error. A Jesuit priest' was sent to the 
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Other English letters described tb4 
fate of tlie oommandant in a similar 
manner, hut the crime, oltbout^h 
odious, was not quite so atrocious aa 
it was at first behoved to be 
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house of the commandant, for a humane effort was thought 
neceesary in order to save the sonl of the man whose life was 
forfeited for the crime of defending his city. The culprit waa 
found Ij'ing in bed. His wife, a woman of remarkable beauty,' 
with her sister, was in attendance upon him. The Bi»ectaele 
of those two fair women, nurfiing a wounded soldier fulleii 
njMiD the field of honour, might have softened devils with 
flympathy. But the Jesuit was closely followed by a band of 
soldiers, who, notwithstanding the supplications of the women, 
and the demand of Kloet to be indulged with a soldier's 
death, tied a rope round the commandant's neck, dragged 
him from his bed, and hanged him from his own window. 
The Calvinist clergyman. Fosaems of Opponheim, the deacons 
of the congregation, two military officers, and — said Parma — 
forty other rascals," were murdered in the same way at the 
siune time.* The bodies remained at the window till they 

i devoured by the flames, which soon consumed the house. 
For a vast conflagration, caused none knew whether by acci- 
dent, by the despair of the inhabitants, by the previous 
arrangements of the commandant, by the latest-arrived bands 
of the besiegers enraged that the Italians and Spaniards Iiad 
been beforehand with them in the spoils, or — as Farnese more 
matorely' believed — by the special agency of the Almighty, 
offended with the burning of Saint Quirinus,^ now came to 
complete the horror of the scene. Three-quarters of the town 
were at once in a blazo. The churches, wliere the affrighted 
Women had been cowering during the sack and slaughter, 
were soon on fire, and now, amid the crash of falling houses 
and the uproar of the drunken soldiery, those unhappy victims 

> seen flitting along ^e flaming streets, seeking refuge 
against the fury of the elements in the more horrible cruelty 
of man. The fire lasted all day and night, and not one stone 
would have been left upon another, had not the body of 
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a second stunt, saved on a former occaaion from the lieretioi 
by Uie piety of a citizen, been fortunately deposited in ] 
house. At this point the conflagration was stayed — for the 
flames refused to consume these holy relics' — but almost 
the whole of the town was destroyed, while at least four thou- 
sand people, citizens and soldiers, had perished by sword or j 
fire." ' 

Three hundred eiu'vivors of the garrison took refage in ■ 
tower. Its base was surrounded, and, after brief parley, the] 

* Aug., descended as prisoners. 'Xlie Prince and Ilaidtepeni 

'^^' attempted in vain to protect them against the fui 
of the soldiers, and eyery man of them was instantly pat i 
death.* 

The next day, Alexander gave orders that the wife i 
aiater of the commandant should be protected — for they hat 
escaped, as if by miracle, from all the horrors of that day e 
night — and sent, under escort, to their friends.' Neusz 1: 
nearly ceased to exist, for, according to contemporaneoni 
accounts, but eight houses had escaped destruction,' 

And the reflection was most painful to Leicester and to eveiy 1 
generous Englishman or Netherlander in the cotmtry, that 
this important city and its heroic defenders might have been 
preserved, but for want of hannony and want of money.' 
Twice had tJie Earl got together a force of four thousand men 
for the relief of the place, and twice bad he been obliged to dis- 
band them again for the lack of funds to set them in the field. 
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1588. WHICH LKICESTER WAS UNARLE TO nEUEVE. ..3 

He had pawned his plate ami other valuables,' eshnustL'd his 
credit, and had uothiog for it but to wait for the Queen's tai-dy 
remittances, and to wrangle with the States ; for the leaders 
of that body were unwilling to accord large supplies to (i 
man who had become personally suspected by them, aud was 
the representative of a deeply-suspected govermnent Meau- 
while, one-tliird at least of the money wliieh really found its 
way from time to time out of England, was filched from the 
" |)oor starved wretches," as Leicester called his soldiers, by 
the dislionesty of Norris, uncle of Sir John and army-trea- 
aurer. This man was growing so rich on his peculations, 
on his cODUoissions, and on his profits from paying the 
troops in a depreciated coin, that Leicester declared the 
whole revenue of his own landed eatAtes in England to be 
less than that functionary's annual income,^ Thus it was 
difficult to say whether the "ragged rt^iea" of Elizabeth or 
the maimed and neglected soldiers of Philip wore in the more 
pitiable plight. 

The only consolation in the recent reduction of Neuaz was 
to be found in the fact that Panna had only gained a position, 
for the town had ceiised to exist ; and in the fiction that he 
had paid for his triumph by the loss of aix t/umaand soldiers, 
kilted and wounded.* In reality not more than five hundred 
of Farnese's army lost their lives,' and although the town, 
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excepting Eome ehurchee, had certainly beeii destroyed 
the Prince waa now master of tlie llhino as far as Colo} 
and of the Meiiae as far as Grave. The famiue which pri 
80 sorely upon him, might now be reliered, and his milii 
communications with Germany be considered secure. 

The conqueror now turned his attention to Kheinbei 
twenty-five miles farther down the river.' 

Sir Philip Sidney had not been well satisfied by the cotib> 
parativo idleness in which, from these various circumstances, 
he bad been eompt^Ued to remain. Early in the spring he 
had been desirous of making an attack upon Flanders by 
capturing the town of Steenberg. The faithful Koger Williams 
had strongly seconded the proposal. " Wo wish to show yonr 
Excellency," said he to Leicester, " that we are not sound 
asleep."^ The Webhman waa not likely to be accused 
somnolence, but on this occasion Sidney and himself had 
overruled. At a later moment, and during the siege of Neui 
Sir Philip had the satisfaction of making a successful foraj 
into Flanders. 

The expedition bad been planned by Prince Maurice of 
Nassau, and was his earliest military achievement. He pro- 
posed carrying by surprise the city of Axel, a well-built, 
Btrongly-fortiiied town on the south-western edge of the great 
Scheldt estuary, and very important from its position. Its 
acquisition would make the hold of the ptitriots and the 
English upon Sluys and Ostiend more secme, and give then 
many opportunities of annoying the enemy in Flanders. 

Early in July, Maurice wrote to the Earl of Leicester, com- 
muuicating the particulars of his scheme, but begging that 
the afiair might bo " very secretly handled." and kept &om 
every one but Sidney. Leicester accordingly sent his nephew 
to Maurice Uiat they might consult together upon the enter- 
prise, and make sure " that there was no iU intent, there being ' 

■ Bor, Boofd. HGtcren, Stnila. lAl , 15S0. (Bril Mm. Gulba, C. ix. p. 8S. I 
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80 much treachery in the world."' Sidney found no trea- 
chery in young Maurice, but only a noble and intelligent 
love of adventure, and the two arranged their plans in har- 
mony. 

Leicester, then, in order to deceive the enemy, came to 
Bergen-op-Zoom, with five hnudred men, where he remaine<l 
two days, not sleeping "a wink, as he averred, during le, 17 juiy, 
the whole time. In the night of Tuesday, 16th of ^^^'*- 
July, the fire hundred English soldiere were despatched by 
water, under charge of Lord Willoughby, "who," said the 
Eail, "would needs go with them." Young Hatton, too, son of 
Sir Christopher, also volunteered on the service, " as his first 
nursling,"' Sidney had five hundred of his own Zeelaud 
regiment in readiness, and the rendezvous was upon the broad 
waters of the St-heldt, opposite Flusliing,^ The plan was 
neatly carried out, and the united flotilla, in a dark, calm, 
midsummer's night, rowed across the smooth estuary and 
landed at Ter Neuse, about a league from Axel. Here they 
were joined by Maiiricc with some Netherland companies, and 
the united troops, between two and three thousand strong, 
marched at once to the place proposed. Before two in the 
morning they had reached Aiel, but found the moat very 
deep. Forty soldiers immediately plunged in however, carry- 
ing their ladders with them, swam across, scaled the rampait, 
killed the guard, whom they found asleep in their beds, and 
opened the gates for tlieir comrades. The whole force then 
marched in, the Dutch companies under Colonel Pyron being 
first, Lord Willoughby's men being second, and Sir Philip 
with his Zeelanders bringing up the rear.' The garrison, 
between five and six hundred iji number, though surprised, 
resisted gallantly, and were all put to the sword. Of the 



the ,Qaeeii, j^ July, 
1580. (B. P. Office MS.) 

• Bniae'a ' Leyc. Corrtep.' 338. 

' " Before Ftiuhiiig, upon tlis valer. 
Uuit it might bo leas DoUtl." Ijiai^eatut 
lo the Queeii, MB. before uited. 

* Ki T. OmU to Lord Burghlej. ^ 



i. P. Office MS.) 



needs liave 
seoger told mo " (Lettei 
ubi lup.) ; but the 
luLTC been ^|||fft ^ ^^^' ^ '"^ 



ati 



Tni-: UNITED KETUERLANDa. 



CaAP. IX.I 



invaders, not a single man lost bis life. Sidney most gene" 
rously rewarded from \ns own purse the adventurous soldieiB 
who had sniim the moat ; and it was to Ids care and intelli- 
gence that tlie success of Prince Maurice's scheme was generally 
attributed. Tlie achievement was hailed with great satisfac- 
tion, and it somewhat raised the drooj)ing spirits of the patriots 
after tlieir severe losses at Grave and Veulo, " This rictorj" 
iiath happened in good time," wrote Thomas Cecil to his 
father, " and hath made us somewhat to lift up our heads.' 
A garrison of eight hundred, under Colonel Pyron, was 
in Axel, and the dykes around were then pierced. Upi 
of two millions' worth of property in grass, cattle, com, 
thus immediately destroyed* in the territory of the obedit 
Netherlands. 

After an unauccessfid attempt to surprise GraveUnee,^ the: 
governor of whi('h place, the veteran La Motte, was not wl 
easily taken napping. Sir Pliilip having gained much repu1 
tion by this conquest of Axel, then joined the main body oCj 
the army, under Leicester, at Amheim.* 

Yet, after all, Sir Philip bad not grown in favour with her 
Majesty during his service in the Ijow Countries. He had also 
been disappointed in the government of Zeeland, to which poat 
his uncle had destined him. The cause of Leicester's ambi- 
tion had been frustratiKl by the policy of Earneveld and Bny^' 
in pursuance of which Count or Prince Itlaurice — as he wafl' 
now purposely designated, in order that his rank might sai* 
pass that of the Earl ' — had become stadholder and captaio- 
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general both of Holland and Zeeland. Tlie Earl Iind giveu 
his nephew, however, the colonelcy of the Zeeland regimeuL 
vacant by the death of Admiral Uuultain on the Kowenatj-n 
Dyka This promotion had excited much anger among tJis 
high officers in the Netherlands, who, at tlio instigation of 
Count Hohenlo, had presented a remonstrance npoQ the sub- 
ject to the govemor-generaL It had always been the customt 
they said, with the late Prince of Orange, to confer promotion 
according to seniority, without r^ard to social rank, and they 
were therefore unwilling that a yoimg foreigoer, who haJ just 
entered the service, should thus be advanced over tlie heads 
of veterans who had been campaigning there so many weary 
years.' At the same time the gentlemen who signed tfie 
pQ[)er protested to Sir Philip, in another letter, " with all the 
same hands," that they had no personal feeling towards him, 
but, on the contrary, that they wished him all honour." ' 

Young Maurice himself had always manifested the most 
friendly feehngs towards Sidney, although ioifliienced in his 
action by the statesmen who were already organi2iog a power- 
ful oppoeition to Leicester. " Count Maurice showed himself 
constantly kind in the matter of the regiment," said Sir 
Philip, " bat Mr. Paul Buss has so many busses in his head, 
such as you shall find he will be to God and man about one 
pitch. Happy is the communicatioa of them tliat join in the 
fear of God." ^ Hohenlo, too, or Hollock, as he was called 
by the French and English, was much governed by Buys and 
Olden-Bomeveld. Kockless and daring, but loose of life and 
uncertain of purpose, he was most dangerous, unless under 
safe guidance. Koger Williams — who vowed tliat but for 
the love he bore to Sidney and Leicester, he would not remain 
ten days in the Netherlands — was much disgusted by Ho- 
henlo's conduct in regard to the Zeeland regiment. " Tis a 
matinous request of Hollock," said he, " that strangers should 
not command Netherlanders. He and his Alemaynes aro 
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farther bora from Zeeland than Sir Phih'p is. Either yon must 
make Hctllock assured to you, or you must disgrnce him. If 
he will not be yours, I will show you means to disinherit him 
of all hia commaDds at small danger. What service doth he. 
Count Solms, Count Overstein, with their Almaynes, bat 
spend treasure and consume great contributions ? " ' 

It was very natural that the chivalrous Sidney, who had 
come to the Netherlands to win glory in the iield, should be 
desirous of posts that would bring danger and distinction with 
them. He was not there merely that he might govern Flush- 
ing, important as it was, particularly as the garrison was, 
according to his statement, about as able to maintain the 
town, " as the Tower was to answer for London." He dis- 
approved of his wife's inclination to join him in Holknd, for 
he was likely — so he wTote to her father, Walsingham — " to 
run such a course as would not be fit for any of tlie feminine 
gender." ' He had been, however, grieved to the heart, by 
the spectacle which was perpetually exhibited of the Queen's 
parsimony, and of the consequent suffering of the soldiers. 
Twelve or fifteen thousand Englishmen were ser^-ing in the 
Netherlands — more than two thirds of them in her Majesty's 
immediate employment. No troops had ever fought better, 
or more honourably maintained the ancient glory of England. 
But rarely had more ragged and wretelied warriors been seen 
than they, after a few months' campaigning. 

The Irish Kernes — some fiHeen hundred of whom were 
among the auxiliaries — were better off, for they habitually 
dispensed with clothing ; an apron from waist to knee being 
the only protection of these wild Kelts, who fought witli the 
valour, and nearly in the costume of Homeric heroes. Feop* 
iug nothing, needing nothing, sparing nothing, they stalked' 
about the feus of Zeeland upon their long stilts, or leaped 
across running rivers, scaling ramparts, robbing the highways, 
burning, butchering, and maltreating the villages and their 
tnliabitunts, with as little regard for the laws of Christiaa 
warfare as for those of civilized costume.' 
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Other soldiers, more sophisticated as to appare], were less 
at their ease. Tht- generous Sidney spent all his means, and 
loaded himself with debt, in order to relieve the necessities 
of the poor soldiers. He protested that if the Qneen would 
not pay her troops, she would lose her troops, but that no 
living man should say the fault was in him. " WTiat relief I 
can do them I will," he wrote to his father-in-law ; " I will 
spare no danger, if occasion serves. I am sure that no 
creature shall lay injustice to my charge." ' 

Very soon it was discovered that the starving troops had to 
contend not only with the Queen's niggardliness but with the 
dishonesty of her agents. Treasurer Norris was constantly 
accused by Leicester and Sidney of gross peculation. Five 
per cent., according to Sir Philip, was lost to the Zeeland 
soldiers in every payment, " and God knows," he said, " they 
want no such hindrance, being scarce able to keep life with 
their entire pay. Truly it is but poor increase to her Ma- 
jesty, considering what loss it is to the miserable soldier," 
Discipline and endurance were sure to be sacrificed, in the 
end, to such short-sighted economy. " When soldiers," said 
Sidney, " grow to despair, and give up towns, then it is too 
late to buy with hundred thousands what might have been 
saved with a trifle." " 

This plain dealing, on the part of Sidney, was anything but 
agreeable to the Queen, who was far from feeling regret that 
his high-floaring expectations had been somewhat blighted in 
the Provinces. He often expressed his mortification that her 
Majesty was disposed to interpret everything to his dis- 
advantage. " 1 miderstand," said he, " that I am called 
ambitious, and verj' proud at home, but certainly, if they knew 
my heart, they would not altogether so judge me." ^ Eliza- 
beth had taken part with Hoheulo against Sir Philip in the 
matter of the Zeeland regiment, and in this perhaps she was 
not entirely to be blamed. But she inveighed ueedlessly 
^aiust his ambitious seeking of the ofiice, and — as Walsing- 
ham observed — " she was very apt, upon every light oc^Asion, 
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to find faiilt with hira." ' It is probable tliat his complaint^ 
against the army-trcasurcr, and liis manful defence of t 
" miserable Boldiers," more than counterbalanced, in tistM 
Queen's estimation, his chivalry in the field. 

Nevertheless he had now the satisfaction of having gainec 
an important city in Flanders ; and on subsequently joimiq 
the army under liis uncle, he indulged the hope of earoi 
Btill greater distinctioiL 

Martin Sclw-uk had meanwliile been successfully defendingl 
Rheinberg, for several weeks, against Parma's forces. It v 
necessary, however, that Loicester, notwithstanding the im-i 
poverisljed condition of his troops, should make some divepj 
sion, while his formidable antagonist was thus carrying i 
before him. 

lie assembled, accordingly, in the month of August, all thsl 
trooje that could be brought into the field, and reviewed'! 
them, witli much ceremony, in the neighbourhood of Am»l 
heim. His army barely numbered seven thousand foot anil 
two thousand hoi'se,' but he gave out, very extensively, thai 
he had fourteen thousand under his command,^ and he wa^ J 
moreover expecting a force of three thousand reit«rs, and i 
many pikemen recently levied in Germany. Lord Essex wf 
general of the cavalry, Sir William Pelham ' — a distinguished | 



' tiPtters, in Grey, &c., jiul cit*4 

» Leicester to Iho Quocu, II OfL 

1588. 1 8. P. OfflEc MS,) Huddlfifiton 

to Bnrghler. 6 Sept. ISSti. (S. P. 

■.Offloe MS.) 

. OoinpBre Btreda. vho states 

,^ ihot ot licicvatefa ftiroee nl 

* i&DOO foot nnd :2.D00 horao, besidos 
niiilbrcemenU of I.OUO EugliHh nud 
Scotch wlio were ahortlj eipviil«<d. 
Bar. 11.738. Wogeiuior. »iii. 133, 

« Sir Willipm PelliMn lad Iwen out 

of Ctiroiir wiUi llio Quven fur maii; 

^BoiiUia. He hud l>e«n lield n-qiou- 

■■bl« for some abusce in the ordtunoe 

filfflce, vtd ft he«vy elum mode imun 

him by (he orown liwl reduci'd hita 

to foMUVcnejr. The Qutvn vaa ex- 

Ce«iTely indignant at his (sjuduct. 

and rofiueii n>r a lung Ume tu nllow 

him to oceept the responublo pent 



cats bim from hia dilTieultics, but it 
wnij many montha befiwp the Qacen 
releatod. The Earl lind an exnllod 
opinion of Pelliain's military cnpncity, 
knuw him to be otitt of bb mru tnint 
daroted adhereDla, and nuneitl; de- 
Bired his suiiport t<) keep ilowo the* J 
hoBtility und iuHubonIin»tion of H* J 
John Norria utd his bKithufs. 
bL'gin to 1« pri'ltily aceotupiuutd now 1 
with men," lie wrute to the Queen, J 
■"oiily lai^king goTirnore aud leaden^ I 
especially u muralmL ! must (till mj I 
to yuiir Majeaty it liad U-en better M I 
have wuutt-d Ibo twe of 20,000 UiMt i 
Uie serriee of Sir W. Pelhnm here thil 1 
loiiR. It ia not only an iiwuffemU« 1 
wiiiit 111 nil our people, but iJio enemy 1 
bath bntj^vd oi it 1 do aa«ue ; " 
Muj(«ty. ^ the alletriimee I owe . , , 
I kuuiii the Friunj of Pumui liatli | 
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soldier, who had recently arrived out of England, after the 
most urgeol solicitations to the Queen, for that end, by Lei- 
cester — was lord-marshal of the camp, and Sir John Norris 
was colonel-general of the infantry. 

After the parade, two sermons were preached upon Hie hill- 
side to the soldiers, and then there was a council of war. It 
was decided^notB-ithstandiug the Earl's announcement of 
his intentions to attack Parma in person — that the condition 
of the array did not warrant such an enterprise. It was 
thought better to lay siege to Zutphen. This step, if success- 
ful, would place in the power of the republic and her ally 
a city of great imjiortance and strength. In every event the 
attempt would probably compel Famese to raise the siege of 
Beig. 

Leicester, accordingly, with " his brave troop of able and 
likely men " ' — five thousand of the infantry being English * 
— advanced as far as Doesburg. This city, seatud at the con- 
Suence of the ancient canal of Drusus and the Yssel, five 
miles above Zutphen, it was necessary, as a preliminarj' mea- 
sure, to seciu'e. It was not a very strong place, ^^^i^l 
being rather slightly walled with brick, and with a 158C. 
fosfl drawing not more than three feet of water." Uy the 
3Uth August it had been completely invested. 



spoken it lome mootlis post, that h« 
vu Hire neither Pclliani not the Loid 
Gni; shonld come, nor Uul any more 
not £y your licenie i<r mimlrr tliould 
pan, tehidi falU out pmiewhal I 
Imt, la our diKomfiTl. But il' ei 
PidliafQ or Lord Grty, or mlhcr Ik>11j 
may oomt, I trust jour Mujesty tibail 
n«|> tliir giculeet hociour au'l good bv 
it : but Brat Sir William, for be ia 
rendieet. For Ood» take and your 
kui-ntr'imiMe. let him come. We buve 
unw wiDie uuiubcrB tncrtnuiei], but iiu 
niuii fit for nich a goveltunent aa Sir 
W. Pelbum is. I beaevcb your Majcaty 
(nut me. and bdfeve nw there is not 
am, no, not oat /t it, whattoever you 
Itave lifarj or vtay ibiur, or o/ tehom- 
toettr, thiU I Alois Id be emploaed at 
Ait tinte h-rc. I find tX I feet H. lo 
my grvai liindrDiice and no lou dongiT 
every dny. I know hero bo n'ortliy 
und very vnliaiit gentlemen, but for 



•o ^oat a cliarge, bclitrc me, fhira it 
«ot oite yet here /or it. I am loath to 
hitidGr tuiy ninu. It hath not been 
my cnetom to your Mojestr. I bo- 
aepc]i you tliat lUl men may haTe tbeit 
dest-rtii, and yoiir poor army liere com- 
fortfil. Let all llie haste poaaible be 
iiaed with Sir W. Fellukia. on vLobo 
eoming with llial worthy gBoUeiuiin 
Sir W. Sbnley, I truat your Mujiwty 
Hhull hear wl'U of ub," &c. Slc. It waa 
nntntal that Sir John Norris should 
1>D mdigiiarit at biJng Hnoplanted by 
Palham, nnd their mutual riTulty did 
infinite miachief. Leicester to the 

Queen, ^ June. 1586, (S. P. Office 

MS.) Curapare 'Li'yu. Corrolip.'ST.W, 
5.1, 125. 

' iluddloBlon lo Burghley, SIH, be- 
fore citvd. 

' Ibid. ' Ibid. 
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On the same nigUt, at ten o'clock, Sir WiUiam Pelham I 
came to the Karl to tell Iiim " what beastly pioneers the I 
Dutchmen were." Leicester accordingly determined, nob* I 
withstanding the lord-marshal's entreaties, to proceed to the 1 
trenches in person. Their being but faint light, the two lost J 
their way, and soon found themselves nearly at the gate I 
of the town. Here, while groping about in the dark, and I 
trying to effect their retreat, they were saluted with a shot, I 
which struck Sir William in the stomach. For an mstant, J 
thinking himself mortally injured, he expressed his satis- I 
faction that he had been between the commander-in-chief 1 
and the blow, and made other " comfortable and resolate J 
speeches." Very fortunately, however, it proved that the \ 
marshal was not seriously hurt, and, after a few days, he wa« 1 
about his work as usual, although obliged — as the Earl of 
Leicester expressed it — " to carry a bullet in hia belly as long 
as he gbould live." ' 

Eoger Williams, too, that valiant adventurer — " but no , 
more valiant than wise, and worth his weight in gold," 
cording to the appreciative Leicester — was shot through thol 
arm. For the dare-devil Welshman, much to the Earl's I 
regret, persisted in running up and down the trenches " with'1 
a great plume of feathers m Ids gilt morion," and in otherwise^' I 
making a very conspicuous mark of himself " within poinU T 
blank of a calivor." ' 

Notwithstanding these mishaps, however, the siege weat.l 
BucceBafully forward. Upon the 2nd September the Earl J 
Fri<laf, began to batter, and after a brisk cannonade, from \ 
^ Sept. dawn till two in the afternoon, he had cousider- 
1586. ably damaged the wall in two places. One of the 
breaches was eighty feet wide, the other half as large, but the 
besieged bad' stuffed them full of beds, tubs, logs of woodi 
boards, and " such like trash," by means whereof the ascent 3 
was not so easy as it seemed.^ The soldiers were excessiveljr J 
eager for the assault. Sir John Norris came to Leicester to [ 
receive his orders as to the command of the attacking party. I 
' Dnipo"« -I^jp. Corresp.' 40t. iffJ. ' Ibiil. 

' lIuddltaloD to BuTghle}'. ^ ^']>L 15gG. (S, P. Uffluc US.) 
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The Earl referred the matter to him. " Tliere is no man," 
answered 8ir Jolin, " fitter for that purpose than myself; for 
I am colonel-general of the infantry.' 

But Leicester, not willing to indulge so unreaeoaable a pro- 
posal, replied that he would reserve him for service of lesa 
hazard and greater importance, Norris being, as usual, 
" satis prodigua magnte animEe," * was out of humour at the 
refusal, and asoribed it to the Earl's jwrsistent hostility to 
him and his family. It was thc-n arranged that the assault 
upon the principal breach should be led by younger officers, to 
be supported by Sir John and other veterans. The other 
breach was assigned to the Dutch and Scotch — black Norris 
scowling at them the while vfifh jealous eyes ; fearing that 
they might get the start of the English party, and be first to 
enter the town.^ A party of noble volunteers clustered about 
Sir John — Lord Burgh, Sir Thomas Cecil, Sir Philip Sidney, 
and his brother Eobert among the rest — most impatient for 
the signaL The race was obviously to be a shaqi one. The 
governor-general forbade these violent demonstrations, but 
Lord Burgh, " in a most vehement passion, waived the coun- 
termand," * and his iusuhortU nation was very generally imi- 
tated. Before the signal was given, however, Leicester sent 
a trumpet to summon the town to surrender, and - Sept. 
coold with difficulty restrain his soldiers till the 1586. 
answer shoidd be returned. To the universal disappointment, 
the garrison agreed to surrender. Norris himself then stepped 
forward to the breach, and cried aloud the terms, lest the re- 
turning herald, who had been sent back by I^eicester, should 
offer too iavourable a capitulation.'* It was arranged that the 
soldiers should retire without arms, with white wands in 
their hands — the officers remaining prisoners — and that the 
burghers, their lives, and property, should be at Leicester's 
disposal.' Tlie Earl gave most peremptory orders that persons 
and goods should be respected, but his commands were dis- 



' MB. last cited. ' Ibid. 

■ Ibid. ' Ibid. 

* "Ii(«t the tnunpct should otffi 
too ]»rge\y, I Btepp«>i to the bioaiih 
inyielf Bod prapoaed the conditiouB," 
4c Sir John NorriB to Mr. Wilkes, 



j^ Sept. 1586, (S. P. Offlco MS,) 

• LaieeHter to the Privy Oounral, 
i Sept. 1586. Sir J, Norrifl to WUtes, 
fAi$up. (B. P, Offlco M8.) 
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obeyed. Sir WiUiain Stanley's men committed frightful d 
orders, and thoroughly rifled the town." 

"And because," said Norris, " I found fault herewith, Sir ' 
Willitim began to quarrel with me, hatli braved me extremely, 
refusoth to take any direction from me, and although I have 
sought for redress, yet it is proceeded in so coldly, that haj 
taketh encouragement rather to increase tlie quarrel tlian UlM 
leave it" ' 

Notwithstanding therefore the decree of Leicester, the exifi 
postulations and anger of Norris, and the energetic efforts 
Lord Essex and other generals, who went about smiting tl 
marauders on the liead, the soldiers sacked the city, and com^ 
mitted various disorders, in spite of the capitulation.' 

Doesburg having been thus reduced, the Earl now pwK 
ceeded toward the more important city which he hod detei^n 
mined to b^ege. Zutphen, or South-Fen, an antique town 
wealth and elegance, was the capital of the old Landgmvi 
of Zutphen. It is situate ou the right bank of the Yssel, tliftk'j 
branch of the Rhine which flows bctweeji Gelderland and; 
Overyssel into the Zuyder Zee. 

The ancient river, broad, deep, and languid, glides through 
a plain of almost boundiesa extent, till it loses itself in the 
flat and misty horizon. Ou the other side of the stream, in 
the district called the Veluwe,* or bad meadow, were three 
sconces, one of them of remarkable strength. An island 
between the city and the shore was likewise well fortifled. 
On the landward side the town was protected by a wall and 
moat Bufiicioutly strong in those infant days of artillery. 
Near the hospital-gate, on the east, was an external fortreSB 
guarding the road to Wamsfeld. Tliis was a small villag^' 



1586. (8. P. 

e Bopt. ISSU. (S.P.OtHceUS.) Coin- 
nTDHouU, ViTVolgb, IW. Bor. II, 
760. Stowo. 780. Bruce'* 'Lojc. 
CoTW«p,' *oe. 4»7. 

The town wu " rifled," but it ma 
" but pour, vith nottjiiig to aiutner tbc 



notil and KToedinon of the BnlHiers," 
aoJJ Iluililli;al<JD, adding thai "divtm 
diaonlcrs weru coDuuitted, aa in aocli 
cases it hoppeueth, tliong^ (Ood be 
tliBoked; none HpecialW Dotonom." 

' Vcluwr:, 'bad inuMow,* in oppnn- 
lion to Beluwu (BatuTia], 'gocxl 
meadow.' Bot ia tlia puBitirn, nnn 
□baok-tu b Ucrniou, DulL'h, luid Eiig- 
liah, of Ibe compamtiT- ■■-"— 



n 



e. better. ^^J 
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witli a BoUtary slender church-Bpire, shooting np almre a 
cluater of neat oue-storied lioiiaes. It was about an English 
mile from Zntpheii, iu the midst of a wide, low, somewhat 
fenny plain, which, in winter, became so completely a 
lake, that peasants were not unfreqnently (h-owned iu at- 
tempting to pass from the city to Hit* village. In summer, 
the vague expanse of coimtry was fertile and cheerfid of 
aspect. Long rowa of poplars marking the straight high- 
ways, chimps of pollard willows scattered around the little 
meres, snug farm-houses, with kitchen-gardens and brilliant 
flower-patches dotting the level jilain, verdant pastures sweep- 
ing off into seemingly infinite distance, where the innumer- 
able cattle seemed to swarm like insectfl, wind-milb swinging 
their arms in all directions, like protective giants, to save the 
conntry from inundation, the lagging sail of market-boats 
shining through rows of orchard trees — all gave to the en- 
virons of Zutphen a tranquil and domestic charm. 

Deventer and Kampcn, the two other places on the river, 
were in the hands of the States, It was, therefore, desirable 
for the English and the patriots, by gaining possession of 
Zntphen, to obtain control of the Yssel ; driven, as they had 
been, from the Meuse and Bhiue. 

Sir John Norri;*, by Leicester's direction, took possession of 
a small rising-ground, called ' Gibbet Hill,' ou the land-side, 
where he established a fortified camp, and proceeded to invest 
the city. With him were Count Lewis William of Nassau, 
and Sir Philip Sidney, while the Earl himself, crossing the 
Ysael on a bridge of boats which he had constructed, reserved 
for himself the reduction of the forta upon the Veluwe side. 

Faruese, meantime, was not idle ; and Leicester's cal- 
culations proved correct. So soon as the Prince was in- 
formed of Ihis important demonstration of the enemy ho 
broke up — aft^r biief debate with his officers— his camp be- 
fore Rheinberg, and came to Wesel.' At this place he built 
a bridge over the Rhine, and fortified it with two block -houses. 
These he placed under command of Claude Berlot, who was 
ordered to watch strictly all communication up the river with 
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the city of RUeinberg, which he thus kept in a partial^i 
beleagured state. Alexander then advanced rapidly by wajr 
of Groll and Burik, both which places he took poaseBsion of, 
to the neighbourhood of Zutpheii. lie was determined, at 
every hazard, to relieve that important city ; and although, 
after leaving necessary detachments on the way, he had but 
five thousand men under his command, besides fifteen hundred 
under Verdugo — making sixty-five hundred in all — he had 
decided that the necessity of the case, and his own honom; 
required him to seek the enemy, and to leave, as he said, tha^ 
issue with the God of battles, whose cause it was,' 

Tassis, lieutenant-governor of Gelderland, was ordered 
into the city with two coruetB of horse and six hundred foot 
As large a number had already been stationed there. Yet* 
dugo, who had been awaiting the arrival of the Prince ati 
Borkelo, a dozen miles from Ztitphen, with four hundred footJ 
and two hundred horse, now likewise entered the city." 

On the night of 29th August (St. Nov) Alexander hii 
entered Zntpheu for the purpose of encouraging the garrisMl 

38 Aug. by promises of relief, and of ascertaining the positioa 
1586. q£ ^g enemy by personal observation. His presence, 
as it always did, inspired the soldiers with euthu-siasm, so that 
Uiey could with difficulty be restrained from rushing forth to 
assault the besiegers.^ In regard to the enemy he found 
that Gibbet Hill was still occupied by Sir John Norris, " the 
best soldier, in his opinion, that they had," ' wlio lia< 
trenched himself very strongly, and was supposed to liave 
thirty-fivo hundred men imder his command. His position 
seemed quite impregnable. The rest of the English 
the other side of the river, and Alexander observed, with 
satisfaction, that they had abandoned a small redoubt, near 
the leper-house, outside the Loor-Gat«, through which the 
reinforcements must euter the city. Tlie Prince determined 
to profit by tliis mistake, and to seize the opportunity thus 
afforded of sending those much-needed supplies. During the 
night the enemy were found to be throwing up works " most 
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Uma lo PLilip, 30 Oct 1586. (Arcfa. de Sinumcu, MS.) 

* Ibid. Compare Strado. U. 448. 450. 
* Lctt^ to Philip, ubi «up. 
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furiouslj,"' and skirmisliiiig parties were sent out of the 
towu to annoy tbem. In the darkness nothing of eonse- 
•jucnco was effected, hut a Scotcli offictT was capturwl, who 
inloruied the Spanieb commander that the enemy was fifteou 
Ihousund strong — a number wMfh was nearly double that of 
Leicester's actual force. In the morning Alexander returned 
to his camp at Berkelo — leaving Tassis in command of the 
Veluwe Ports, and Verdugo in the city itself — and he at once 
made rapid work in collecting victuals. He had soon wheat 
and other supplies in readiness, sufficient to feed four thousand 
mouths for three months, and these he determined to send 
into the city immediately, and at every hazard. 

The great convoy which was now to be dispatched re- 
quired great care and a powerful escort Twenty-five hun- 
dred musketeers and pikemen, of whom one thousand were 
Spaniards, and six hundred cavalry, Epirotes, Spaniards, and 
Italians, under Hannibal Gonzaga. George Crescia, i oci., s.*., 
Bentivoglio, Seea, and others, were accordingly de- '•'*''■ 
tailed for tlua expedition.* The Marquis del Vaato, to whom 
was ontrosted the chief command, was ordered to march ii-ont 
Berkelo at midnight on Wednesday, October 1 (St. Nov.). 
It was calculated that he would reach a certain hillock not 
far from Wamsfeld by dawn of day. Here he was to pause, 
and send forward an oiHcer towards the town, communicating 
Iiirt arrival, and requesting the cooperation of Verdugo, who was 
to make a sortie witli one thousand men, according to Alex- 
ander's previous arrangements. The plan was successfully 
carried ont. The Marquis arrived by daybreak at the sjiot 
indicated, and dis|>afched Captain de Vegu who contrived to 
send intelligence of the fact. A trooper, whom Parma had 
himself sent to Verdugo with earlier information of the move- 
ment, had been captured on tlie way. Leicester had therefore 
been apprized, at an early moment, of the Prince's intentions, 

' pDrma to Pliilip, "a rnria." US. [ one iTom nnotlitrr, LeiceBterdeoIurcd 
iicnicu cited. tliat CroBciu told him, " upou his 

' Tbete are Ponaa'a own flguieB. honour, UiultLere were flfleen comets 
(Letter to Philip, as aboTe.) E»cfy of horse and 3.000 foot" Bruce's 
biatoriui ^icB a different stattinteiit I ' L«ja. Coiresp.' 417. 
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but ho was not aware tliat the convoy would be aocompani 
by so strong a force as had really been detailed. 

He had accordingly ordered Sir Jolin Norris, who com- 
manded on the outside of the town near the road which tlie 
Spaniards must traverse, to place an ambuscade in hia way. 
Sir John, always ready for adventurous enterprises, took | 
body of two hundred cavalry, all picked men, and ordere 
Sir William Stanley, \vith three huodred pikemen, to folio* 
A much etron^er force of infantry was held in reserve e 
readiness, but it was not thuught that it would be require 
The ambuscade was successfully placed, before the dawn e 
•Oct. 2, N3, Thursday morning, in the ueighbourhood of Wm 

1586. fg[j piiurch. On the other hand, the Ear! of J 
ceater himself, anxious as to the result, came across the rivi 
just at daybreak. He was accompaaied by the chief gentlo 
men in his camp, who could never be restrained when blon) 
were passing current. 

The business that morning was a commonplace and pra 
tical though an important, one — to " impeach " a convoy 
wheat and barley, butter, cheese, and beef — but the names of 
those noble and knightly volunteers, familiar throughout 
Christendom, sound like the roll-call for some chivulroua 
tournament ITicre were Essex and Audley, Stanley, Pel* 
ham, Russell, both the Sidneys, all the Norrises, men whoi 
Talour had beon proved on many a hard-fought battle-fiela 
There, too, was the famous hero of British ballad whose nam 
was so often to ring on the plains of the Netherlauds — 
" The brove LorJ Willoughby. 
or f oiiroge flf TPP Bntl feU, 
Wlio would not give oiio iocli of wqj 
For ikU tlie ilevils ia IjtiU." 
Twenty such volunteers as these sat on horseback that moq 
iug around the stately Earl of Leicester. It seemed an i 
credible extravagance to send a handful of such heroes a, 
Ckn army. 

But the English commander-in-chief liad been 
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to tlie insidious tongue of Boland York — that bold, plausible, 
onBcrupulous partisan, already twice a renegade, of whom 
more was ere long to be ikeard in tliu Netherlands and Eng- 
land. Of the man's courage there could be no doubt, and he 
vas about to fight that momtug in the front rank at the bead 
of his comjwiny. But he had, for some mysterious reason, 
"been bent upon persuading the Earl that the Spaniards were 
no match for Englishmen at a band-to-band contest When 
they could ride freely up and down, he said, and uso their 
lances as they liked, they were formidable. But the English 
were stronger men, better riders, better mounted, and better 
armed. The Spaniards hated belmets and proof armour, 
while the English trooper, in casque, cuirastt, and greaves, 
was a living fortress impregnable to Spanish or Italian light 
horsemen. And Leicester seemed almost convinced by his 
reasoning.' 

It WS8 five o'clock of a chill autm 
time for day to break, but the fog was si 
the distance of five yards was quite invisible. The Oci. 2, 
creaking of waggon-wheels and the measured tramp " *"' 
of soldiers soon became faintly audible however to Sir John 
Norris and hb five hundred as they sat there in the mist. 
Presently came galloping forward in hot haste those nobles 
and gentlemen, with their esquires, fifty men in all — Sidney, 
Willoughby, and the rest — wtora Leicester had no longer been 
able to restrain from taking part in the adventure. 

A force of infantry, tiie amount of which cannot be satis- 
fiictorily ascertained, had been ordered by the Earl to cross 
the bridge at a later moment. Sidney's comet of horse was 
then in Deventer, to which place it had been sent in order 
to assist in quelling an anticipated revolt, so that he came, 
like most of his companions, as a private volunteer and knight- 
errant. 

' Ilejd T. 82. 83. Bor, n, 750. 751. ' is no doubt that wheo ho deserted the 
Comptire Metereu. liii. 237, wlio taya I SmniBh for the Bngliih pari;, he 
that Torfa van Huapectid ot lioing pledfued himself to Panua to do him 
tcnOj ill lea^e with Farocae. to good service, and thut he vaa atwaj» 
oantrif« this amboBCftde. nnd thus to 1 atcrbtl; in li'aeue with the enutnj. 
bring BO many Engtiab Htibles of dia- We aLall aoe at (1 Liter daj wliether 
tiucttau la d^th or captivity. Tlirrc | lie mis read; to redeem bis plnlge. 
VOL. II. K 
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The arrival of the espected convoy was soon more distinctly 
heard, but no scouts or outposts had been stjitioued to give 
timely notice of the enemy's movements.' Suddenly the fog, 
which Irnd slirouded the scene so closely, rolled away like a 
curtain, and in tho fuU light of an October morning the Eng- 
lishmen found themselves face to face with a compact body of 
more than three thousand men. The Marquis del Vasto rodo 
at the head of the force, surrounded by a baud of luounted 
arquebus men. The cavalry, under the famous Epirote chief 
George Crescia, Hannibal Gonzaga, Beotivoglio, Sesa, Conti, 
and other distinguished commanders, foUowed ; the columns 
of pitemen and musketeers lined the hedge-rows on I 
aides the causeway ; while between them the long 1 
of waggons came slowly along under their protection,* 
whole force had got in motion after having sent notice of thd 
arrival to Verdugo, who, with one or two thonsand d 
expected to sally forth almost immediately from the city-gate." 

There was but brief time for deliberation. Notwithstand- 
ing the tremendous odds there was no thought of retreat. 
Black Norris called to Sir William Stanley, with whom he 
had been at variance so lately at Doesbm^. 

" There hath been ill-blood between us," he said. 
ns be friends together this day, and die side by side, if net 
he, in her Majesty's cause." 

" If you see me not serve my prince with faithful com 
now," replied Stanley, " accouut me for ever a cowai 
Living or dying I will stand or lie by you in friendship." 

As they were speaking these words the young Earl i 
Essex, general of the horse, cried to his handful of troopers :- 

" Follow me, good fellows, for the honour of England a 
of England's Queen 1 " * 

As he spoke he dashed, lance in rest, upon the enemyll 
cavalry, overthrew the foremost man, horse and rider, ehivere 
his own spear to spUnters, and then, swinging his curtel-a 
node merrily forward.* His whole little troop, compact as a 

' Hoota, Terrolgh, 186. | Stnula. U. 4f>0, 1S2, ttontivoKlto 

« PuBM to Philip It 3(1 Oct 15SG. P. II. L. ir. SI I. Bor, II. 7S0. IbCi 

(Arab. d« flimannu. Ht!.} Compnio | ' An-lier. iu Blowc. 730. 
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urow-head, flew with an irresistible shock against tlie o[)- 
poaing columns, pierc**! clean tJirough them, and scattered 
them in all directions. At the very first cliargo one hundred 
English horaemen drove the Spauifh and Albanian cavalry 
biu;b upon the musketeers and pikemen. Wheeling with 
rapidity, they retired hefore a volley of miisket-shot, by 
which many horses and a few riders yere killed, and then 
formed again to renew the attack. Hir Philip Sidney, on 
coming to the field, having met Sir ^^'ilIiam Pelliam. tlie 
veteran lord marshal, lightly armed, had with chivalruua 
estrsvagance tlirown off hie own cuishes, and now rode to the 
battle with no amioiir but his cuirass.' At the second charge 
his horse was shot under him, Jint, mounting another, he was 
seen everywhere in the thick of the fight, behaving himself 
with tt gallantry which extorted itdmiration even from the 
enemy. 

For tlie battle was a series of personal encounters in which 
high officers were doing the work of private soldiers. Lord 
North, who had been lying " bed rid " with a muaketrahot in 
the leg, had got himself put on horseback, and " with one 
boot on and one boot off," bore himself " most lustily " through 
the whole affair.* " I desire that her Majesty may know," ho 
Boid, " that I Uve but to serve her. A better barony than I 
have could not hire the J*ord North to live on meaner terms." ' 
Sir William Bnssell laid about him with his curtel-ase to 
anch purpose that the Spaniards pronounced him a devil 
and not a man, " Wherever," said an eye-witness, " he saw 
five or BLT of the enemy together, thither would he ; and with 
his hard knocks soon separated their friendship."* Ijord 
M'illoughby encountered George Crescia, general of the 
famed Albanian cavalry, unhorsed him at the first shock," 
and rolled him into the ditch. " 1 yield me thy prisoner," 
called out the Epirot« in French, "for thou art a prcuj: 
chevalier ;" while Willoughby, trusting to hia captive's word, 

' Bniokc'a Sidney II. 31. 32. I (8. P. OHlee MS) 

' Aidua,inSlowi;,ubitup. Bruco's * Archer, in Stowe, 737. 
* Lotc. Correap." 417. ' Ibid. Leicester to Burgliley, Sept. 
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galloped onward, and with him the rest of the little troop, till 
they seemed swallowed up by the superior numbere of the 
enemy. His horse waa shot under him, his basses were torn 
from his legs, and he waa nearly taken a prisoner, but fought 
his way bock with incredible atrength and good fortune. Sir 
William Stanley's horse had seven bullets in him, but bore 
his rider unhurt to the end of the battle. Leicester declared 
Sir William and " old ICeode " to be " worth their weight in 
pearl." ' 

Hannibal Gonzaga, leader of the Spanish cavalry, fell 
mortally wounded." The Marquis del Vasto, commander of 
the expedition, nearly met the same fate. Au Knglishman 
was just cleaving his head with a battle-axe, when a S[»aDiard 
transfixed the soldier with his pike.' The most obstinate 
struggle took place abont the train of waggons. The team- 
sters had fled in the beginning of the action, but the English 
and Spanish soldiers, struggling with the horses, and jiolling 
them forward and backward, tried in vain to get exclusive 
possession of the convoy which woe the cause of the action.* 
The carta at last forced their way slowly nearer and nearer 
to the town, while the combat still went on, warm as ever, 
between the hostile squadrons. The action lasted an hour 
and a half, and again and again the Spanish horsemen 
wavered and broke before the handful of English, and fell 
back upon their musketeers. Sir Philip Sidney, in the last 
charge, rode quite through the enemy's ranks till he came 
upon their entrenchments, when a rausket-ball from the camp 
struck him upon the thigh, three inches above the knee. 
Although dt-aperately wounded in a part which should hare 
been protected by the cuishes which he had thrown aside, ] 
was not inclined to leave the field ; but bis own horse faai 
been sliot under liim at the beginning of the action, and the on^ ' 



> " I will leave no labour 
get," mM I<>"d Kortb, "but i 
private Boldicr. and have thniBl mv- 



Bcir fur •errioe on foot odiIot Oaptam 
Beailc, vhom I flrtd o ooblc a-tui nota- 
ble soldier. " INortlitoBorgliley.HS. 

iHsIvilcd.) TbiaUtiiB mettle IhQgnl- 
jauta of Rlitnbi'tU'g oonrt were mado 
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upon which he was now mounted became too restive for him, 
thas crippled, to controL He turned reluctantly away, and 
rode a mile and a half back to the entrenchments, suffering 
extreme pain, for hia leg was dreadfully shattered. As he 
post along the edge of the hatt1e-field his attendants brought 
him a bottle of water to quench hia raging thirst. At that 
moment a wounded English soldier, " who had eaten his last 
at the same feast," looked up wistfully in his face, when 
Sidney instantly handed him the flask, exclaiming, " Thy 
necessity is even greater than mine." ' He then pledged his 
dying comrade in a draught, and was soon afterwards met by 
his uncle. " Oh, Philip," cried Leicester, in despair, " I am 
truly grieved to see thee in this plight," But Sidney com- 
forted him with manful words, and assiu^d him that death 
was sweet in tlie cause of his Queen and country. Sir Wil- 
liam Ruisell, too, all blood-stained from the fight, tlirew his 
arms around his iriend, wept like a child, and, kissing his 
band, exclaimed, " Oh t noble 8ir Philip, never did man 
attain hurt so honourably or serve so valiantly as you." " Sir 
William Pelham declared " that Sidney's noble couriige in 
the face of our enemies liad won him a name of continuing 
honour." ^ 

The wounded gentleman was borne back to the camp, and 
thence in a barge to Amheim. The figbt was over. Sir Jolm 
Norris bade Lord Leicester " be merry, for," said he, " you have 
had the honourablest day. A liandlul of men has driven the 
enemy three times to retreat" * But, in tmtli, it was now 
time for the English to retire in their turn. Their reserve 
never arrived, 'llie whole force engaged against the thirty- 
five hundred Spaniards had never exceeded two hundretl and 
and fifty horse and three hmidred foot, and of this number 



' BtooWb Sidney. IL 32, It is to I or North, or Norri^ or Lciceater— all 
be regretled tliut Lord Brooke does of wboni epeuk of Siducy's gallantr; 
not giTe tbe uulhority for this beanti- | iu tlio action, but not one of whom 
fa} and tuuverBBllv cheriahed &sec- was acquuiotod with, or thooght it 
dote. I have gearched in rain for il< j worth wliile to mention, tlie obarac- 
confirmalioD through moo}' eontem- teristic and tnncbing trait 
porarj lettctB and cbraiucliTS. There s Stowe. 737. 
Udo reason for rejecting it« aathtn- , ,>,.., „„„ ^ w»l«i.,Bl,..n " ^'- 
ticily. bnt it would have been »n ei- . I ""'"i" t" Walai.igham, .^^^ 
miintc pleasure to Bnd it recorded, 1586. (8. P. Office MS.) 
ttr iittloDcc, in a letter ftotn Pelbum, | * Slowo, idii mp. 
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the chief work had been done by the fifty or sixty voluntc 
and their followers,' Tiie heroism which bad been displayed 
was fruitless, except as a proof — and bo Leicester wrote i 
the Palatine John Caeimir — " that Spaniards were not i 
vincible." ' Two thousand men now sallied from the XxioiwS 
Gate, under Verdugo and Tassis,' to join the force under 
Vasto, and the English were forced to retreat. The whole 
convoy was then carried into the city, and the Spaniards 
remained maatera of the field.* 

Tliirteon troopers and twenty-two foot«)ldiera, upon 
English side, were killed. The enemy lost perhaps two hun-^ 
"Pk*?. dred men. They were thrice turned from tlieir 
io80. position, and thrice routed, but they succeeded at 
last in their attempt to carry their convoy into Zutpheu. 
UlJon that day, and the succeeding ones, the town was com- 
pletely victualled. Very little therefore, save honour, \ 
gained by the display of English valour against overwbeln 
ing numbers — five hundred against near four thousand 
Never in the whole course of the war had there been sui 



' Brncu's ' Leyc. Corro^.' 417. 
• Reyil, r. 83. 

■ Parma lo Philip, 30 Oct. 1580. 

MH. 

' Ibid. Ldcestor obBorveB in liis 

, faUoi to BurgUej (Sept.—. 1586. 8. P. 

oe MS.) tliat, " uotwithiitaniliiig 

I ill tliBM troop*, tlio Priace <Ui] not 

pnt in one wnggon, sie tliirlj wtiicti 

Kt in in llio night" AlsiaudHr, 
waver. Btntea elpienljr tlm revise, 
and eoiiKtittnlntea Pliili^ on tlio entire 
snccon of tlie andertoliiiig :— 

" Pcro naa debcmoa oontviitor con 
lo anccdidii, pnea ullendo du hahnr 
qutdado la tampalia par nofolroi, y 
mliilo enn nuettm pnUntion, y a Ui 
barha dt liin boat nunuro «m lania 
pcea genU I!) haher netido f taeadit 
toitfa tutmage," &c. Letter to Philip, 
SO Oct 1380. KS. 

Tb«re can bo no doubt vhatuver 
' Out tile Prinoc WMontirutf cornict in 
his ■tatoMcut The nmilt )>rovcfl it, 
if Iberu conld tie an]' question of it 
bi-f;irt<. It i> difBculi to aeo lio« 
LriCMtvr oould bu miiitakiin, biit lie 
bwl ■ luniulatiun tu miirpprt'Sont uii 
Hffiiir in wlijch hie uwii biii| qciiuiiil- 



aliip hod been «a sicnal da the bcniisra 
which it liad called forth. Ccrtninly 
Zutphen,on that and the succeeding 
iayi, was liioroogbl? rotieved. The 
errors, wilful or olhorwJsn, u to tliu 
nanibera cn^geil and rei^>ccti»fily 
lost were greater ou both ados Uinu 
lunal OD 8Doh occaaioua, but this kind 
of miBriuloiuQDt has alwujt been tmi- 

ComiMre Sidney Papers, L II 
oontaimng a letter of Leioealer 
Hencage ; I liave not fonnd the i 
ginaL SUwia, n. 450, 452. Bor. 
750, 751. Stowc. 737, 73f " 
Vervolgh, ISfi. 167. Bcyd, 
Hcteren. lili 237. Eenlivoglio, P. 
L. IV. 311, timaU.al. 

See alao R. W. Tiidama, Goehiedenlr 
der .-itod Zu^lien ('Arnhom eu Znt- 
phen,' 185€),iuiiDten.«ling vark.care- 
fullj written, and of great rcaMrch : 
compoMd majnl; from original un- 
publjahud docunientii. I deure to ex- 
prBsa my thanba lo the Iwmednnthor 
for the kiudneMwithwlilvh he guided 
me OTCT ZutpbeD nud its Deighbonr- 
ImhhI, poiiitiiig out everything coo- 
tifulwi with the battle and tlie siegnL 
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figliting, for tha troops apon both sides were picked men and 
vetemiis. For a long time afterwards it was the custom of 
^paniank and NetLerianJers, in characterising a hardly-con- 
tested action, to call it as warm as the fight at Zutphen.' 

" I think I may call it," said Leicester, " the most notable 
encounter that hath been in our age, and it will remain to 
our posterity famous." ^ 

Nevertheless it is probable that the encounter would have 
been forgotten by posterity but for the melancholy close upon 
that field to Sidney's bright career. And perhaps the Quoen 
of England had as much reason to blush for the incom{>etency 
of her general and favourite as to be proud of the heroism 
displayed by her officers and soldiers. 

" There were too many indeed at this skirmish of the better 
sort," said Leicester ; " only a two hundred aud fifty horst', 



' Stnuln. n. 451. 
' Btace'a 'heyc. Cono«p.' 4] 
''Tlmt Thunday amr mn DaxDigst 
■ny vt ma Thutadnj», mid tlio Rnrl. 
('Le^e. Oomcp.' 430), adding, cltUa 
must ingcuuoDs rofercnce lu himaelf, 
■* In ray tonaet letters I forgot one, 
who not onlf on that ilny but at evety 
da/a •erriee hath been a. priTun'pai 
arlar hiimd/. A WH, toiM, rare ter- 
rniHl he it, at aay I knov. and of nat- 
vulloua eood guvcmincut nod judg- 
ment That gentleman mny bjie a 
gnwl chaige upon him, I worniot 
yim." Self-^cprematton was not thi> 
Enri'B biblo. 

There ia hardly a baltle'on record 
abunt vbich the acconnta are so hope- 
leaaly eooflioting as are those which 
relate to the battle of Zutphen. The 
reaaoD ia ohTians. The okinniab waa 
a cumparatively nminportaDt one, 
Tlie fate of Sidney haa inveated it 
villi muljhig interest, but it woa not 
sui>p(j«cd at that time tliat be vaa 
iQortaUy wounded. I«rd North, whoeo 
U'tlm aru alwuys spirited, went into 
Ihx fiaid in such a disabled condition 
thnt it wag not in bis power to send 
any ocrount of the adiun. as he donbt* 
Ic«i wonld Dtherwi«e have done, to 
Lord Bot^lcy. Pelham. Norria. and 
IjcicMter. are ]ill lacap? cm tiiia occn- 
aion in dutad!). Archtr, iu Slowr, is 
fnlii-r. but Puma, in his letters to 
I'hiliji. Ibougli »<pi(iuM. ia ruufuscd. 



As a Hpecimon of coiiflieting stntiatioa 
it majf bu obaervod that tbo uuuiber of 
English aetuolly engaged, uccordiug 
to the statement of the communder-in- 
clu'cf to his goTcrmncDt, was SSO, 
horae and foot together. The Hpau- 
iah, acoordiog to Fnmesr's letter to 
Philip,weroaWtS.100iaaU. StraiU 
givos the some number, writing from 
other letters of Parma, ond pats the 
English at 3000 fool and 400 horif, 
eiHclly the nuns tiumbor that la gilen 
in the MS. letters of Simoacoa, and 
about seven times as many us were 
reallyin the field. Leicester puts the 
Bpaniards at 1.200 horse and 3,000 
foot—aboat 1,000 more than the aotual 
numbers. No doubt the numboia en- 
gaged on each aide should be taken 
as correctly alnted by tlio roapectiTe 
generals. There were therefore about 
3,100 Spaniards to 550 Engliab. 

Lbicestcr gives the aambei of killed 
and wounded na 33 English and from 

>0 to 350 Spaniards. 

Paitna stales thunumber of Spaniards 
killed as 9 (1), wounded 39. while ho 
:ports 300 English killed. 

It aeems impossible that thi>re 
coold have been leas than 150 or 200 
Sponiarda killed, which is not more 
tbmi half the number ploimed by 
1.1'ieeateion tlie authority of ^panianls 
tbemselvna. Bnt it is a waste of 
time to indulge in these fruiUesa 
calcululiuna. 
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aiitl most of them the best of this camp, and unaware* to mt, 
I was offended when I knew it, but could not fetch thent 
back ; but aince they all so well escaped (save my dear 
nephew), I would not for ten thousand poumla but they had 
been there, since they have all won that honour tJiey have. 
Tour Lordship never heard of such desperate charges as 
they gave upon the enemies in the face of their muskets." ' 

He described Sidney's wound as " very dangerous, the bone 
being broken in pieces ;" but said that the gurgeona wore 
good hope. " 1 pray (Jod to save liis life," said the Earlf 
" and I care not how lame he be." Sir Philip was carried to 
Amheim, where the best surgeons were immediately in at- 
tendance upon him. He submitted to their examination and 
the pain which they inflicted, with great cheerfulness, al- 
though himself persuaded that his wound was mortal. For 
many days the result was doubtful, and messages were sent 
day by day to England that he was convalescent — intelli- 
gence wliich was haUed by the Queen and people as a matter 
not of private but of public Vejoicing. He soon began to fj 
however. Count Hohenlo was badly wounded a few days 
I later before the great fort of Zutphen. A musket-ball en- 
f tared his mouth, and passed tlirough his cheek, carrying off 
a jewel which hung in Iiis ear.^ Notwithstanding his own 
critical condition, however, Hohenlo sent his surgeon, Adrian 
van don Spiegel, a man of great skill, to wait upon Sir 
Phibp,^ but Adrian soon felt that the case was liopeli 
Meantime fever and gangrene attacked the Count liimself; 
and those in attendance upon bim, fearing for his life, sent fc 
his surgeon. Leicester refused to allow Adrian to depart, ant 
Hohenlo very generously acquiescing in the decree, but, ali 
requiring the surgeon's personal care, caused himself to 
transported in a litter to ^Vrolieim.' 

Sidney was first to recognise the symptoms of mortlBcatioi 
which made a fatal result ineritable. His demeanour durii _ 
^is sickness and upon his death-bed was as beautiful as his 
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life. He discoursed with hia friends concerning the immor- 
tality of the soul, comparing the doctrines of Plato and ol 
other ancient philosophers, whose writings wen? so famUar to 
him, with the revelations of Scripture and with the dictates 
of natural religion. He made hia will with minute and ela- 
borate provifiions, leaving bequests, remembrances, and rings, 
to oU Ms friends. Then he indulged himself with music, and 
lislaued particularly to a strange song which he had himself 
composed during his illness, and which he had entitled 
' La Cuisse rompue.' He took leave of the friends around 
him with perfect calmness, saying to hia brotlier Robert, 
"LoTO my memory. Cherish my friends. Above all, 
govern your will and affectioiis by the will and word of your 
Creator ; in me beholding the end of this world with all her 
vanities." ' 

And thus this gentle and heroic spirit took ita flight. 

Parma, after thoroughly victualing Zutphon, turned his 
attention to the German levies which Leicester was expecting 
nuder tho care of Count Menrs. " If the enemy is reinforced 
by these six thousand fresh troops," said Alexander, " it will 
make him master of tlie lietd." ' And well he might hold 
this opinion, for, in the meagre state of both the Spanish and 
the liberating armies, the addition of three thousand fresh 
reiters and as many infantry woidd be enough to turn tlie 
scale. Tho Duke of Parma — for. since the recent death of 
hie father, Farneae had succeed to his title ^ — determined in 
person to seek the German troops, and to destroy them if 
poasible. Hut they never gave him the chance.' Their 
muster-place waa Bremen, but when they heard that the 
terrible 'Holofemese' was in pursuit of them, and that the 
commeDcemeDt of their service would be a pitched battle witli 
his Spaniards and Italians, they broke up and scattered about 



> Bnwke'B Sidney, II. 32. 40. Sid- 
I1C7 Papers, 104, irq. 

* ParmB to Philip. 30 Oct. 1588. 
Arcb. de Bimaocaa MS. 

■ PhUip U. to PunnB. 19 Oct. 1586. 
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Daring the period which interrened between the mctkm mt 
Wamsfeld and the death of Sidney, the siege-cpamdoiK he^ 
fcre Zntphen had been oontinnedL The citT. strEmgiT gmr- 
mned and well supplied with provisionay ms it had been br 
Panna's care, remained impregnable ; but the sconces beyond 
the riyer and upon the island fell into Ijeicester'% haada.- 
The great fortresB which commanded the Velawe. and which 
VIS Strang enough to hare resisted Coont Hnhenlo on a 
&vnier occasion for nearij a whole year, was the aecne of 
much hard fighting. It was gained at last by the Bgnal 
Tslour of Edward Stanler. lieotenant to Sir WilBaai. That 
<*fficer, at the commencement of an assaah upon s not mtj 
pncticable bieacb, ^rang at the long pike c^ a S^aaiA 
wJdier, who was endeaTOuring to thrust him fnxa the ««D, 
»^ seized it with both hands. The ^Mniard mugled to 
■winf ain lis iolJ of the weapon, Stanley to wieit it frimkb 
P*^ A dozen other eoldiem broke their fikta Mftm Im 
f?^ Of shot at bim with thBir moskets. Coosfitaam ly 
T^ being all in T^eUa^ but his oonkt^ bewmmMi 
?" "^^k^-ter and of five thonsacd men. Ti* €*nli 
iio *%afic/ sandv that the soldiers who were u> fcfi:* 
ikJ^^iotaUe to climb the walL ttiU .-t*!..^ pij^ 
% V'5 Pifee, bnt, suddenly cUngu^ h« pJ*n. « 
"^ ^e Soaniard to lift h™» ^™ *^* ?™^- ^*^ 
\r^ wii _,ect»toxs, scrambled qote c-rer tr^ 

«n/f rf>u;hed sword m Jian" - , ^ , 

2£^ he been ^^^ death. Bat bi» i^.Ciy--r«. 

npoeeiWe for ium t ^^^j^ ladders for theT:^^^ .i 

i by his ^^^"'I* j^^^a «t last with great eioti c 
b' dioaJders, ^^^'^.^^^^j^^rd the gairiictk. »tid sa^ir 
>n>kezi wall, ^'^f '^'«cooc«- Leicester, tru^^i«ted 
,„3^erB of t*»«= ^^ of duiig:. kniglied Ri- 

giasm for tni- ** I^^E^ides presenting hen itxt c* j 
ey upon the ^^[^V^^j^^ an ammity of ooe i:2:rfb*-i 
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marki) sterling for life. " Since I was bom, I did never see I 
any man behave bimself as he did," Bflid the Earl. " I shall I 
never forget it, if I live a thousand year, and he shall hare I 
a part of my living for it as long as I live." ' 

The occupation of these forts terminated the mtlibuy ' 
operations of the year, for the rainy season, precursor of the 
winter, had noif set in. Leicesti>r, k-nving Sir ^N'illiam 
Stanley, with twelve huuded English and Irish horse, in oom- 
maad of Beventer; Sir John Uurrowes, with one thousand 
meu, in Doesburg ; and Sir Robert Yorke, witli one tliousuud 
more, in the great sconce before Zutpben ; took his doi>arture 
for the Hague.* Zutpben seemed so surrounded as to au- 
thorize the governor to expect ere long its cnpitulation. 
Nevertheless, the results of the campaign had not been 
encouraging. The States had lost ground, having been 
driven from the Meuse and Rhine, while they had with diffi- 
culty maintained tliemselves ou the Flemish coast and upon 
the Yssel. 

It is now necessary to glance at the internal polilii^ of thtti 
Republic during the period of Leicester's admiidatratiou aud| 
to explain the position in wliich he found himscU' at the cloi 
of the year, 

' Bmci-'B ' Levo. Oorrisp,' 428, I who Bnya tliot Iiciccstcr ] 
CamiMire Stnida, IL 15S. 45t>. Uuofd, Stnult? with a life-ieat of sb 
Vt-iTuleh, 188, MeU'tL'u, xiiL a.t7, I OoTiaa (ttiOJ. » Bo. 
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Sbonld EUubpUi accept the Sovereigntr ? — The Effects uf ha Anger — 
Quarrels betweoo the Earl and States — Tho Etirl's throe CuuiiBelloni — 
Leicester's FioBDce-Chamber — IHacDotent al the Heroiintilu Classes — 
Paol Buys and the Oppodtiali — Keoa Iiuight of Pant Buja — Tniohtieas 
bc«oiines a Spy npou him — IntrigueB of Buys with Denmnrk ^ His 
Impriaonmeiit — The EotI'b Uopopulority — Hia Quarrels with tlie States 
— AJid with the Noniaua — His ConnsetloiB Wilkei oad Clurku — Letter 
from the Queen to Loieestar — A Sappar Party ut Hohealu'a — A druoten 
Quarrel — Boheolo's Auanlt npou Edward Norm — Ol ESecla of the 
Biot 

The Imef period of sunshine had been swiftly followed by 
storms. The Governor Absolute had, from the outset, been 
placed in a false position- Before he came to the Nether- 
laods the Queen had refused the sovereignty. Perhaps it 
was wise in her to decline so magnificent an offer ; yet eer- 
tainly her acceptance would have been perfectly honourable. 
The constituted authorities of the Provinces formally made 
the proposition. There is no doubt whatever that the whole 
population ardently desired to become her subjects. So far 
as the Netherlands were concerned, then, she would have 
been folly justified in extending her sceptre over a free people, 
who, under no compulsion and without any diplomatic chicane, 
had selected her for their hereditary chief. So far as regarded 
England, the annexation to that country of a continental 
cluster of states, inhabited by a race closely allied to it by 
blood, religion, and the ipstinct for political freedom, seemed, 
on the whole, desirable. 

In a financial point of view, England would certainly lose 
nothing by the imion. The resources of the Provinces were 
at least equal to her own. We have seen the astonishment 
which the wealth and strength of the Netherlands excited in 
their English visitors. They were amazed by the evidences 
of commercial and manufacturing prosperity, by the spectacle 
of luxury and advanced culture, which met tliem on every 

VOL. II. F 



62 



THE UNITED NETHERLANDS. 



aide. Had the Queen — as it had been generally supposed- 
desired to leam whether tho Provinces were able and willing' 
to pay the expenses of their own defence before she should 
definitely decide on their offer of sovereignty, she was soon 
thoroughly enlightened ujxin the subject' Her confideDtial 
agents all held one language. If she would only accept 
Hovereignty, the amount which tlie XVovinees would pay 
in a manner boimdless. Bhe was assured that the revenue 
her own hereditary realm was much inferior to that of 
poesesaionB thus offered to her sway." 

In regard to eonstitntional polity, the condition of 
Netherlands was at least as satisfactory as that of England. 
The great amount of civil freedom enjoyed by those countries 
■ — although perhaps an objection in the eyes of Elizabeth 
Tudor— should certainly have been a recommendation to her 
liberty-loving subjects. The question of defence had been 
satisfactorily answered. The Provinces, if an integral part of 
the English empire, could protect themselves, and wmUd 
become an additional element of strength, not a troablaeome 
encumbrance, 

The difference of language was far leas than that whi( 
already existed between the English and their Irish fellowi 
Bubjecta, while it was counterbalanced by sympathy, 
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1 Hoofd. xriii, 1039, 104S. Wago- 
luwr. «iii. lOa, lOi : HI, 142. 

» "NoitliiT do I cauljr aee." wrole 
Bichard CaTesdish. " hmr thu canae 
majr be temcdJed. unless it may pleasu 
bcr mort oxcvUrait M^'itsty to lobe 
Oiat upon her which the vholo peoplu 
(and Bpecially they of the wiser sorl) 
holh cravt and cry /or, namely, the 

•oveteigaty. Thera ti no 

dotM but Vie rmtnnet uiR tvMce to 
the driTing of the enemy oat ol tlieae 

, eoiintries for ever, and ofttntard ia 
T profit unto her Majaty far nr- 
— -in* lit neaifilt al Itomt. Cnvtin- 
di«htoBargiaey.9April,1586. (S. P. 

' Office MS.) 

"TLppa<iple,"«BidI*ioeiter, "gtjil 
pra^ God that her Migeaty will bo 
Iheit aoTereign. Bliu would then ate 




June. 1.^8G. (8-P, OfliceMa) 

" I may nfely my lo jour Hqeaty," 
said he at about the same period, 
"that if your aid had been in aneh 
apparcut «orl to the coustriei tbat 
tboy might nagure thamselrti of uij 
c^ertuin time at continuance of ttko 
aame, and tliat you had taken their 
cauBo indeod tu heart, I om terily 
penuadud that they would have gl*aa 
rory good teatimoniM by tUat T<nT 
large caotributiimK lo maintain tbdV 
wan for sueh certain namlHir of yean 
to be act down aa ;ronr Mujurty ahoald 
appoint, and no prince nui pmclicc of 
any punuu liriug able tu draw th«in 
fniui you." L<n<icBtcr to the Queen. 
27 Jnne, 13SG. (S. P. Office HB.) 
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of being aggravated by mntoal hostility in the matter of 
religion. 

With regard to the great qnpfltion of abstract sovereignty, 
it was certainly impolitic for an absolute mouarcli to recog- 
nize the right of a nation to repudiate its natural allegiance. 
But Elizabeth had already countenanced that step by assisting 
the rebellion against Philip. To allow the rebels to transfer 
their obedience from the King of Spain to herself was only 
another step in tlie same direction. The Queen, ^ould she 
annex the Provinces, would certainly be accused by the world 
of ambition ; bat the ambition was a noble one, if, by thus 
consenting to the urgent sohcitatioos of a free people, she 
eittended the region of civil and religions liberty, and raised 
up a permanent bulwark against sacerdotal and royal ab- 
Eolatism. 

A war between herself and Spain was inevitable if alio 
accepted the sovereignty, but peace had been already ren- 
dered impossible by the treaty of alliance. It is true that 
the Qneeu imagined the possibility of combining her engage- 
ments towards the States with a conciliatory attitude towards 
their ancient master, but it was here that she committed the 
gravest error. The negotiations of Parma and his sovereign 
with the English court were a masterpiece of deceit on the 
part of Spain. We have shown, by the secret correspondence, 
and we shall in the sequel make it still clearer, that Philip 
only intended to amuse his antagonists ; that he had already 
prepared his plan for the conquest of England, down to the 
minutest details ; that the idea of tolerating religious Ubcrty 
bad never entered his mind ; and that his fixed purpose was 
not only thoroughly to chastise the Dutch rebels, but to 
deprive the heretic Queen who had fostered their reboUion 
both of throne and life. So far as regarded the Spanish 
King, then, the quarrel between him and Elizabeth was 
abeady mortal ; while, in a religious, moral, political, and 
fiuanci^ point of view, it would be difficult to show that it wa** 
wTong or imprudent for England to accept the sovereignty 
over his ancient enhjects. The cause of human freedom 
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eeemcd likely to gain by the step, for the States did 
coiieider themselves strong eDoiigh to maintain the indi 
pendent republic which had already risen, 

It might he a question whether, on the whole, Eliza) 
made a mistake in declining tiie sovereignfj. She was CO" 
tttinly wrong, however, in wishing the lieutenant-general of 
her six thouijaud Buxiliary trooira to be clothed, as such, 
witli viceregal powers. The States-General, in a moment of 
enthusiasm, appointed him governor absolute, and placed in 
his hands, not only the command of the forces, but the entire 
control of their revenues, imposts, and cusloms, together 
with the appointment of civil and military officers. Such 
amount of power could only be delegated by the sovei 
Elizabeth had refused the sovereignty : it then rested 
the States. They only, therefore, were competent to 
the power which EUzaboth wished her favourite to exei 
Bimply as her lieutenant-general. 

Her wrathful and vituperative language damaged her 
and that of the Netherlands more severely than can now 
accurately estimated. The Earl was placed at once in 1C' 
iaiso, a humiliating, almost a ridiculoos position, llie au- 
thority which the States had thus a second time offered to 
England was a second time and moat scornfully tbruat back 
upon them. Elizabeth was indignant that " her own man " 
should clothe himself in the supreme attributes which she 
had refused. The States were forced by the violence of 
Queen to take the authority into their own hands ^^foin, 
Leicester was looked upon as a disgraced man. 

Then came the neglect with which the Earl was treated by 
her Majesty aud her ill-timed parsimony towards the cause. 
No letters to him in four mouths, no remittances for the 
English troops, not a penny of salary for him. The whole 
6X[)ease of the war woa thrown for the time upon their hands, 
and the English soldiers seemed only a few thousand starviDg, 
naked, dying vagrants, an incumbrance instead of an aid.' 

' said Qnartemuutfr DiggM. 
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The States, in their turn, drew the purse-strings. The 
two hundred thousand florins monthly were paid. Tho four 
hundred thousand florins which had been voted as an addi- 
tional aupply were for a time held back, as Irficeater expressly 
stated, because of the discredit which had been thrown upon 
him from home.' 

The military operations were crippled for want of funds, 
tat more fatal than everything else were the secret negotia- 
tious for peace. Subordinate indviduala, like trrafigny and 
De Loo, went up and down, bringing presents out of England 
for Alexander Farneae,' and bragging that Parma and them- 
selves could have peace whenever they liked to make it, and 
afGrming that Leicester's opinions were of no account what- 
ever. Elizabeth's coldness to the Earl and to the Nether- 
lauds was affirmed to be the Prince of Parma's sheetrancbor ; 
while meantime a house was ostentatiously ^ prepared in 

ProTJDces lo protect tlioroselvos. Sha 
bod In a year paid bat seventy tlion- 
eand poniida herself, and believed Uia 
Stalea able, war and abova tliar regu- 
lar CDotribntioDB, to forniah an eitia- 
uriiiUBry supplj of ona liuudrod tUoa- 
sand pomidH a month. 

' Leioester to the Queen, 6 Jnue, 
158(!. (8. P. Office MS.) 

' " AtDongBt all the eaemy's means 
to ponuada bin discontented and Ul-red 
compauiooa.'' eaid Cnvendish, "this 
seemeth to be his 8beet«nchor, nome- 
Ij, that where tbe odIt cnmfott of tbia 
peoiilB depcndetb wholly apan her 
Blaj.'B moit fpuciouB relief aod mi|>- 
pnrt, now ia the dispoaitiDti thereof m 
bbr ao cooled, as elie Tery faintly 
Btretobeth forth her hand tbereontu, 
which evidently appears, as well by 
the many disgtnueB which here my 
Lord hath reoeiveii from ber Muj„ lo 
the gieai blomiah of his authority, aa 
also by the slach payment uf her 
troops . , . . and so long aa my^ Lord 
Bbuli be unablo to front him in the 
field. BO long will this people be with- 
out hope, nud tbe enemy inflamed with 
Bsstired bone of victory." Cavotidisli 
to Bi.rKltI<7. 15 Jnuu, 1586. ifi. P. 
OIHce HS.) 



gone^ uid many of the remaindar sick, 
hmo. and shrewdly enfeebled, fitter 
to be reb'eved at botne in bospibda 
than to tales her H^jesty's pay here 

tor Boldien. Our soldiera, not- 

witbstaiiding great numben of than be 
fold with tarik in tketr gracei, yet tbe 
rtsi an ao ill contented of their due 
Sir the time post, that, if pay come 
not ^Miedily, betbre tbey be drawn tu 
deal wiUi the enemy. I doubt some 
wone adventure than I will divine be- 
forehand." ■Advertisemont of tbe pre- 
sent state of these Low Countries by 
T. Digger' ,^ March. 1586. (8. P. 
Offlec MB,} 

' Stnuigely enough, Elizabeth was 
nader tbe Impressiun that the atra 
(tnu't of «10,000 fiariia (40.0001.) for 
four months was (bur bondrod thou- 1 
Hind j/aundt MUrliag! .... ~The rest 
tliat WHS granted by the Stales, tu ox- 
traordinaiy (o lev; an army, which 
wu 400,000 florinn, not pounds, as I ' 
hear yoDi Majesty taketh it It is ! 
forty tlunuuid poaods, and to be paid ' 
ill March, April, Hay, and June last," 
ftp. Leiuester la tbe Queen, It Oct 
158«. (S. P. Office MS,) 

She had curteinly torme-1 already an 
exaltul idea ot tbe oapucity o( the . 
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Brussels by their direction for the reception of an English 
ambassador, who was every moment expected to arrivf 
Uader each circumstancea it was in vaiu for tlie govemo^J 
general to prob^t that the accounta of secret negotiatit 
were false, and quite natural that the States ehonld lose tl» 
coufidence iu tho Queen. An uniriondly and suspicious atts*' 
tude towards her representative was a necessary result, and 
the demonstrations against the common enemy became stiS 
more languid. But for these underhand dealings. Grave, 
Venlo, and Neusz, might have been saved,* and the current 
of the Mouse and Ghine have remained in the hands of the 
patriots. 

The Earl was industrious, generous, and desirous of plaj 
well his part. His personal courage was undoubted, and, 
the opinion of his admirers — themselves, some of them, men 
of large military experience — his ability as a commander was 
of a high order.' The valour displayed by the English nobles 
and gentlemen who accompanied him was magnificent, 
worthy the descendants of the victors at Crecy, Poictiers, and 
Agincourt ; and the good behaviour of their followers — with 
a few rare exceptions — had been equally signal. But now 
the army was dwindling (o a ghastly array of scarecrowa, and 
the recruits, as they came from England, were appalled by 
the spectacle presented by their predecessora.* " Our old 
ragged rogues here have so discouraged our new men," said 
Jjcicestor ; " as I protest to you they look like dead men.' 
Out of eleven hundred freshly-arrived Englishmen, five hi 
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' *' It is oertainlT known tbat the 
merny bath Dot a httle preraJlHil with 
that itiBtagem, caiuing to be pub. 
lished that there vu a treat; of peace 
betwoen her Majeaty ami him, and 
ttiat Oie aama ahould bo shortly coo- 
cluded ; and to make this device to 
carry the mora ihuw of tnith, he j 
oaoiwd a boiue to be proporctd in 
BnueelB, aafin^ that it was fur an j 
amfaaiBudor coming out of England to 
aonclude the peace, by which means 
he hath contnioed diven towni in 
tsrma of obedienco that vem leaily to 



roTolt, in respect of their nueiy, ^, 
Tarty, and &iiudb," Wilbe* to Borgtt- 
ley. 7 Aug. 1586- (B. P, Office M8.) 

' Leicester to the Qnoen, 20 June, 
1586. (S. P. OfHoo HS.) 

» North to Burghloy. 2.1 May, 1586. 
Same to nme. 'iS Mav, 1586. Hencase 
to Walungliam. 25 May, 15S& (S. P. 
Office M8S.) 

* Leicester lo Burgbley, 18 Jnna, 
1580. (8. P. Office MS.) Braof^i 
' Leyc. Correm.* S38. 

' Brnoe's ' Layo. Ccmosp.' 858. 
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dred ran away in two days,' Some were caught and hanged, 
and all Beamed to prefer hanging to reamining in the service, 
while ^e Eail declared that be would be hanged aa well 
rather than again undertake sach a charge without being 
assured payment for bis troops beforehand.' 

The Talour of Sidney, and Essex, Willougbby and Pelbam, 
Koger Williams and Martin Schenk, woe sot at nought by 
such nntoward circumslancee. Had not Philip also left his 
army to starve aud Alexander Famese to work miracles, 
it would have fared still worse with Holland aud Englaud, 
and with the cause of civil and religions liberty in the year 
1586. 

The States having resumed, as much as possible, their 
former authority, vrere on very unsatisfactory terms with the 
governor-general. Uefore long, it was impossible for the 
twenty or thirty individuals called the States to be in the 
same town with the man whom, at the commencement of the 
year, they bad greeted so warmly.* The hatred between the 
Leicester Action and the municipalities became intense, for 
Uie foundation of the two great parties which were long to 
divide the Netherland commonwealth was already laid. The 
mercantile psitrician interest, embodied in the states of Hol- 
luud and Zeetand, and inclined to a large toleration in the 
matt«r of religion, which afterwards took the form of Armi- 
niauism, was opposed by a strict Calvinist party, which desired 
to subject the political commonwealth to the reformed church ; 
which nevertheless indulged in very demoeratie views of 
the social compact; and which was controlled by a few 
refugees from PTanders and Brabant, who had succeeded in 
obtaining the confidence of Leicester. 

Thus the Earl was the nominal head of the Calvinist demo- 
cratic [(arty ; while young Maurice of Nassau, stadholder of Hol- 
land and Zeeland, and guided by Bameveld, Bnys, and other 
leading statesmen of these Provinces, was m an attitude pre- 

■ Leicester to Burgbtcy. MS. Imt 1 (B. P. Offloo US.; Compare Wagcnnar, 
oitML Bruce, vU MP. > Ibid. viii. 142. 143. 

' Dovio; to Bnrgblcy, 8 Ang.lSStJ. | 
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cisely the reverse of the one which he was deetined at a latcv 
and equally memorable epoch to assume. The chiefs of thffi 
&ctioQ which had now succeeded in gaining the confideiuj*i 
of Leicester were Keinganlt, Burgrave, and Deventer, all< 
refiigees. 

The laws of Holland and of the otlier United States were 
very strict on the subject of citizenship, and no one but a 
native was competent to hold office in each Province. Doubt- 
less, such regulations were narrow-spirited ; bat to fly in the 
face of them was the act of a despot, and this is what Lei- 
cester did. Heingault was a Fleming. He was a bankrupt 
merchant, who had been taken into the protection of Lamoral 
Egmout, and by that nobleman recommended to Granvella 
for an office under the Cardinal's government. The refusal 
of this favour was one of the original causes of Egtnont'* 
hostility to Granvelle. Reinganlt subsequently entered tha 
service of the Cardinal, however, and rewarded the kindnefll 
of hia fonner benefactor by great exertions in finding, or 
inventing, evidence to justily the execution of tliat unfor- 
tunate nobleman. He was afterwards much employed by the 
Duke of Alva and by tho Grand Commander Requesens; 
but after the pacification of Ghent he bad been completely 
thrown oat of service. He had recently, in a subordinate 
capacity, accompanied the legations of the States to Franco 
and to England, and had now contrived to ingratiate him- 
self with the Earl of Leicester. He affected great zeal for 
the Calvinistic religion — an exliibition which, in the old 
servant of Granvelle and Alva, was far from edifying — and 
would employ no man- or maid-servant in his household 
tmtil their religious principles had been thoroughly examined 
by one or two clergymen. In brief, he was one of thoee^ 
who, according to a homely Flemish proverb, are wont to 
haiig their piety on the bell-rope ; but, with the exception 
of this brief interlude in his career, he lived and died a. 
Papist.' 

' Hoofd. ViiiTolgli. 142, 143. Keydani. V. 89, QO. 
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Gerard Proninck, called Deventer, was a respectable inha- 
bitaot of Bois-le-Duc, who had left that city after it had 
again become subject to the authority of Spain. He was of 
decent life and convereatiou, but a restless and ambitious 
demagogue. As a Brabantine, he was unfit for office ; and 
yet, through Leicester's influence and the intrigues of the 
democratic party, he obtained the appointment of burgo- 
master in the city of Utrecht. The States-General, however, 
always refosed to allow him to appear at their seaaious as 
representative of that city.' 

Daniel de Burgrave was a Flemish mechanic, who, by the 
exertion of much energy and talent, hod risen to the post of 
procurenr-general of Flanders. After the conquest of the 
principal portion of that Province by Parma, he had made 
himself useful to the English governor-general in various 
ways, and particularly as a linguist. He spoke English — a 
tongue with which few Netherlandera of that day were fami- 
liar — and as the Earl know no other, except (very imper- 
fectly) Italian, he found his services in speaking and writing 
a variety of languages very convenient. He was the governor's 
private secretary, and, of course, had no entrance to the 
council of state, but he was accused of frequently thrusting 
himself into their hall of sessions, where, under prett-uce 
of arranging the Earl's table, or portfolio, or papers, he was 
much addicted to whispering into his master's ear, listening 
to conversation, — to eaves-dropping, in short, and general 



" A most faithful, honest servant is Burgrave," said Lei- 
cester ; " a substantial, wise man,^ 'Tis as sufficient a man 
as ever I met vrithal of any nation ; very well learned, 
exceeding wise, and sincere in religion. I cannot commend 
the man too much. He is the only comfort I have had of 
any of this nation." ' 

These three personages were the leaders of the Leicester 

' Hoofd, Teirolgh. Sic.. juhI oiled. I • Leicpater to Walsitighoiu, 27 July, 
» Hoofd, Beyd., obi ™p. 1586. (8. P. Ofllco MS.) 

> Bnoe'a ' Lefc. Ooneip,' 363, 422. | 
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&ction. Tliey had much influence with all the refugees from 
Flanders, Jirabaut, and the WullooQ Proviuces. In L'trecht, 
especially, where the Earl maitily reaided, their intriguer J 
were very suucessful. Deveuter was appointed, as already I 
stated, to the important post of hurgomaster ; many of tfab i 
influential citizens were banished, without cause or trial ; tbo 1 
tipper branch of the municipal goveronient, consisting of I 
the clerical delegates of the colleges, was in an arbitraiyj 
manner abolished ; and tinally, the absolute sovereignty i 
the Province, without condition, was offered to the Queen of | 
England.* 

Leici^ter was now determined to carry out one of the great 
objects which the Queen had in view when she sent him to 
the Netherlands. She desired thoroughly to aseerttun th^ 
financial resources of the Provinces, and their capa(.'ity to J 
defend themselves.' It was supposed by tho States, and I 
hoped by the Earl and by a majority of the Netherland i 
people, that she would, in case the results were satiafaotory, 
accept, after all, the sovereignty. She certainly was not to 
be bhuned that she wished to make this most important 
investigation, but it was her own fault that any new machinery 
had been rendered nece^ary. The whole control of tho 
finances had, iu the beginning of the year, been placed in the 
Earl's hands,^ and it was only by her violently depriving him 
of his credit and of the confidence of the country that be bod 
not retained it. He now established a flnance-chombor, 
under the cliief control of Reingault, who promised him 
mountains of money, and who was to be chief treasurer.* Paul 
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■And,"Baid he 
[ Aldermen of Londou. ' 
, rievp quietly it) Englui . 
fllew couatriea may bu hold ill thatr 
eamt»t good-wUL" 
* Bor. II. 722, 

LeioeBler to BurgliJur, 28 June, 
158& OiTeiidiHli lo inniu, m J uuo. ISSti. 



Leicorter to the Queon, 2fi Jom. 1580, 
Samu to mime. 27 June, 1SS6. Wilkea 
to Lord! of Oomicil. 20 A«g. 1586, 

(8, P. Office MSB.) 
"Tho Prinno t 
Cnvendish (MS. uW »p.), "totag 

rmiit of tlie fninds of the Stat _. 
I levelled at thiB mutter (b fliiuno»- 
council ), but wn« novor able to bit it. 
becsiuu they Icnew ho wu poor, and 
' ' way cUe to live bul upon their 
Amongst dUmt 
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Buys was appointed by Leicester to fill a subordinate position 
in tiie Dew council. He spumed the offer witli great indig- 
nation, saying tliat Keingaiilt was not fit to be his clerk, and 
tJiat he was not likely himself, therefore, to accept a hunihio 
poet under the adiuioistration of such an individual. This 
scornful refosal filled to the full the hatred of Leicester 
against the ex-Advocate of Holland,' 

The mercantile interest at once tciok the alarm, becanse it 
iras supposed that the finance-chamber was intended to cmsb 
the merchants. Early in April an Act had been passed by 
the state-council, prohibiting commerce with the Spanish 
possessions. The embargo was intended to injure the obe- 
dient Provinces and their sovereign, but it was shown that its 
effect would be to blast the commerce of Holland. It for- 
bade the exportation from the republic not only of all provi- 
sionB and munitions of war, but of all goods and merchandize 
whatever, to Spain, Portugal, the Spanish Netherlands, or 
any other of Philip's territories, either in Dutch or neutral 
It would certainly seem, at first sight, that such an 

pouo about franj the begiiming. I 
hupo, within twenty days, lo give 
your Mujeaty Bomo near rechoniiiK of 
all their ruvcnaoB every truy. Yuui 
Majesty doth nippOBe I deal weukly 
with these men, but I would you kuew 
hov I have dealt with tbem of late, 
to bring the oCBce of fioauce to paa«. 
I hnd a good will to have dealt long 
since roundly with tbem, I coofesa, 
but my case was loo well known to 
tbeiiu Bat aa soon aa my bcarlouiug 
casaii ttom mine old mpporter, I wiu 
found a more alirew than your Miyeaty 
wiil believe ; for wiuu old patisuce 
hath been loo muub tried since 1 
cumo from my qutet home to tbla 
wayward gcneiatjoo." 

"I Bnd that until the time of my 
coining hither," aajd AVilkea (Letter 
to Council, ubi (up.). " the Stales huvo 
beon contented to disgulae and caticoal 
Ujo truth of mauy particularitiiiH, 
which now they profess to discover, 
meaning, as tbey oay, to nnotaintH 
unto her Majaiy the whole state of 
their strength." ' Bor, IL 722. 

* Bor, IL 703, isg. who is, however. 



UUD^ there ia one impost giaoled by 
bvoOT to some parties for IDOL by tlie 
rear, which ia indeed worth 8,0001. 
mth these tricfas have Uiey enriched 
tbenMelvea, all which devices must 
now QoaiL" If such stories, which 
were daily wbi^iered into Leicester's 
con, had a shadow of foundalion, it 
WBi out surprising that he should ex- 
pect tu Increase thci rcvonue by n more 
judicious (arming. But bo never 
found Ilia "roountaina of gold," nor 
any collector wlio could turn u hun- 
dred pounds inls eight thoomnd, " 1 
have, mid Leiceater (LotteiH to the 
Qoeon, itbi tap,), •• estsliUibcd, oEaiust 
the wills of aome here, u cbamber of 
finance, by which I aball be sure to 
7 tu the ioTjing and beatowing 



.T hath oft«n sought to uudje^ 
OiereoC But, with all the wit 
s I could use. could never 
nly bring it to pans, nor never 
will, but bv this only way. I trust 
shortly to nova very aanured know- 
ledge lo satisfy yoor Majesty of the 
Statea" abiliVr> which thing I hare 
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act was reasonable, although the result would really be, not J 
to deprive the enemy of supplies, but to throw the whole I 
Baltic trade into the hands of the Bremen, Hambuig, and J 
" Oaterling " merchants. Leicester expected to derive a con* -1 
ddemble reveime by gmuting passports and lit^enses to I 
each neutral traders, but the edict became so unpopular j 
that it waa never thoroughly enforced, and was before long I 
rescinded.' 

The odium of the measure was thrown upon the govemor* J 
general, yet he had in truth opposed it in the stat£-couucdl,.l 
and was influential in procuring its repeal.^ 

Another important Act had been directed against the mer- 1 
cantile interest, and escited much general discontent. The I 
Ketherlands wished the staple of the English cloth manufai^ I 
ture to be removed from Emden — the petty sovereign of I 
which place waa the humble servant of Spain — to Amisterdoni I 
or Delft. The desire was certainly natural, and the Dutch 
merchants sent a committee to confer with Leicester. He 
was much impressed with their views, and with the sagacity 
of their chairman, one Mylward, "a wise fellow and well 
languaged, an ancient man and very religious,*' as the Earl J 
pronounced him to be.^ 

Notwithstanding the wisdom of this well-languaged fellowj 
however, the Queen, for some strange reason, could not I 



miitoken in oscribiDe Uic meumrc to 

the iniqiintian of Loice>l49r. 
I ' Bor, Q., 7U3, mq. Wagenaar, Tiii. 
I 147. Mtq, who is in thii matter even 
I bore tuijuBt to the Eail than oon- 

tempontry withorities. 

* Leioestor to the Qaeen, 11 Oct, 

1586. (a P. Office MB.) 
" I liBTe Tcvy eood teBlimonj of ail 

tbe council here, said the Eert "that 

I only in couui^il stood against Uio 

tlacard. innmiaoL it laj a month by. 
ir itideeil I thought it aureasonablo 
•nil that it wonld give all iirincoa juit 
eause of oflence toward thiii country. 
■ml, by all doty to yoiir Mujoaty. I 
did nfiat to I«< it piui. At length. 
botk Stalt* anil rou7U>S renewed ttie 
natter n^in to mc, and ihuwcd mo 



pnwntly how the Ijbe had boon dont^l 
and what profit it wanld bring, pre 
ling mo to give it Bome ooQuKnilii. 
In conncil to be debutoil It went •, 
through them all aa tberc wua not k-M 
man spake aKainat it, yet my resolv- r 
tion being to be had, 1 wonid fpTO on 
oonsont UU I hod ndvertiHed your Ha- 
justv thereof, which they all liked welL 
And a-llei It wusagicod and published, 
it wosa^n by my mee ' ' 

qtlalifled, US doth appe 

Oompare Metoren, liiL 234". Wae^^ 
tuur, iM tup. Bur, ybi nip. n*! 
eeema to be uintaken on this polut. 

The rent untlior of ths edict i 
BoinKault. (Heteren. M n 



o be uiiitaken 
rent untlior o 
lingault. (Heteren. ylbi nm.) 
> Leicester la Bui^hley, 2» Julf, 



i. P. Office MB.) 
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induced to change the staple from Emden, although it was 
shown that the public revenue of the Ketherlanda would 
gain twenty thousand pounds a year by the measure. " All 
Holland will cry out for it," said Leicester ; " but I had latlier 
they cried than that England should weep," ' 

Thus the mercantile comninnity, and especially Uie patri- 
cian families of Holland and Zcoland, all engaged in trade, 
became more and more hostile to the governor-general and 
to his financial trio, who were soon almost as unpopular as 
the famous Consulta of Cardinal Granvelle had been. It was 
the custom of the States to consider the men who surrounded 
the Earl as needy unprincipled renegades and adventm^rs. 
It was the policy of bis advisers to represent the mercljants 
and the States — whicli mainly consisted of, or were controlled 
by merchants — as a body of corrupt, selfish, greedy money- 
getters.' 



I Leicester to Baiebtey, 10 Aug, 
1586. (8.P. Office MS.) 

' "Tne wondcrfol cunning dealmg 
of (Ante /dUnm Aert called Ou Statet 
conceroing the BsanceH and tlie ni- 
ceipl of revenne, wtjeronpon tbo people 
rest greatlf grievod. niid thenuelvea, 
BS is tbonght. DO lesa eiuicbed." 
OuTcraligh to BiugUey, 9 April, 1586. 
(8, P. Office MS.) 

"The 8tatoB be sly peraong," Mid 
Lonl North, " inconatant and troaclior- 
eiu, the moitt of them Papiats (I), and 
BO rich na the; irill do ooy turn to 
■erre tliemselTea, If they again flud 
that her Majesty likes not of my 
Lord's auUiority, they will doabt of 
their own mfefr, practise tbeir own 
poacc^ and leare my lAird and nil his 
to the qniit of the enemy." North to 
BoTRhlei', 23 May, 1586. 1.8. P. Office 

"These be d^nty mid dangerous 
pooplo to deal wilhftt" goid IicioeMer, 
"ipucially when they ahull be des- 
peiuto of llieir hope, unit diaappointnd 
of tlicdr help, 1 miut aay niily to 

Cr Majoity I do Qad aomo of the 
t sort aa honoBt and aa tbankfal as 
eret I knew men, and aome others aa 
perverse and as ingntte aa might wt*U 
DC spaiad oat of all good company. 



Tbcre are also men who are able, and 
do niosl hnrt. . . . Tbeso men tiegiii 
utterly to despair of your Majesty's 
good Bsaistanoe, and iin apt time is 
offered now for tlie lawd and bod 
diiposed pemus to work tbt^ir fejit." 
Leicester to the Queen, 6 June, 1580. 
(8. P. Offloe MS.) 

" Tlie wbole people," said CnveH' 
dish, "are here ao addicted to her 
Majesty, and in respect of her to my 
Loid. in whom they find aach ince» 
sant travail and care for her serriuo 
and tbeir gonuttd good, and in respect 
of whom they wonld willingly caahier 
or rather hai^ all those called States. 
Tour Loidaliip may think I write 
veb omen tly, but I know I write truly." 
Carendiah to Bnrghley, 19 June, 15B6. 
(S. P. Ofllca MS.) 

" It will be a harder matter," said 
Leice^r again, "than you can ima- 
gine, to bring this State in that tune 
it was three moatlis past It will 

i require a whole and foil ooanlenance 
fKnn her Majesty and with all spcied 
possible, if jou will have it kept from 
the enemy. And beware these fellows 
do not prevent her Majesty. If thoy 
do, you can comdder bow harmful it 
is like to prove, and thmigb they bv 

1 oDunted dallanls and (Jfvnfcardi, Ouy 
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The calamnies put in circulation against the States by 
Roingault and hia associates grew at last an outrageous, and 
tlie prejudice created in the mind of Leicester and his imme- 
diate English adherents eo intense, that it was rendered 
necessary for the States of Holland and Zeoland to write to 
their agent Ortell in London, that he might forestall the 
effect of these perpetual misrepresentations on her Majesty's. I 
goTemmeut.^ Leicester, on the other hand, under the 



have ihrmud and mhtle haidi lu tver I 

/omtd mfvAere The beil man 

('n Beyond were not too good, at mat- 
leri ilctnd, lo be emjiloi/ed hither, eiOier 
lo auourage them thoroagkl]/, or to 
(Uidtrriand their estaie more deeply," 
LeiceatcT to Burrhley, 20 Jnly, ISStJ. 

(8. P. Office Ms!) 

"I did nBTer Bee gnoh heady people 
BB thew Bbitas are," said the Earl, once 
more, "I cniuiot blame the oommon 
aort lo niialiko tbum, foe there ia nu 
roaamiLDE agiiinat tlicir resolutioiu. 

There must bo very wiaa and 

Boud handling had iu theaa caoaoa. 
There is no more snob people to deal 
withal again. I mean tlieeo that be 
rirh and politic MIowb, They hnnt 
after their ovm wealth and surety, 
and withont an aggorance of a Btrange 
aaaistanco they will be mddenly ganc, 
and it ia hi^h Utne to look into the 
eoune her Majtitty will take here- 
after." Bame to tame, 29 July, 15S6. 
(8. P. OtHee MS.) 

" They have (Hvon to my Lord of 
Leioester," Boid nilkoa. "a gorem- 
rnent witli the word abiolHle, but with 
ao many reatrietiona Uiat hia authority 
1b tiniitud almoet to nothing, and he ia 
in truth for the poUtio goremment 
but' their aerrant : having reaerved to 
thoQiwJveB, beaidea the sovereignty. 
the diapnalng of all the oontrihutions 
(Baring the monthly allowance), Qie 
oliurcn goods, conflacationa. choice of 
oHHoerB .... and to keop tlienuelTet 
from rendoiing oecount of anything. 
ilioy do impngn his court of flnonoi-* 
now i-rected. alleging tlmt ho hath 
not autliori^ to errcl any inch eourt, 
or to eatabliah offlvea without their 
liccnae." Wilkes to Lords of Council, 
20 Ang. 1566. IB.P. Offii 



■■Thee: 



credible that arc laid on this people," i 
said Diggea, "and euch hs in all pn>- 
bability do amount lo three limn a» i 
maeh {!) ai Oie 200.000 Jlorini mimlhlf j 
which they allow his Bicelleni-y !» | 
prosecute the war. The rest tbej' | 
divido among themaclTea . . . gifiug j 
crcet itipenda to Connt HoUock, I 
Oonnt Maurice, Connt Menra, Count I 
William, and many coloncla. But. tar I 
all this, the Btatoa offer that then J 
sbsU be ni'w impoaitiona to loiy J 
more." T. Diggea'a ' AdTertisomont of i 
present afale of the Low Oonntiie^' I 
'^ March. 158G. (& P. Office MS.) 

' "Toaliavodonbtleasonderatood,'* _ 
said the Slutes. "of the erectiou of'j 
the flnanoe-conncil for the bettor hiM- f 
banding of the money Antuahed bf 1 
these countries, of the which Jacques J 
1 Eioganlt is ordained Ireaanrer, .,..'* 
Stephen Perrut (a scditiont punoa, 1 
often imprisoned, and a ^Ddnleui i 
bankrupt), being come out of Antwop J 
after the yieldmg np of the mmtt 4 
hath kept oorroapondence with BiO'il 
ganlt. whilst ho waa in Eng^andnl 
Very shortly after the coming of bii T 
Eioellcncy into these countaio^ ' 
hath sought by all posnble mean* 
briug him in nupicion and jcnlonaf' 
by the Estatea of the counb?, and 

tropouudc^ manifold noveltiea unto 
is Excellency whereby to levy money, 
and in the jiTopiiimdi»y Ihertof »kam&- 
fully ilandmd the Edatf uitt ^li^' J 
n'oui, teditiou*, and ualnu reporls 'm'I 
dri/li. After Ringault'a airlnl hen* J 
he hath found means to get in bettoil 
crudit by hiB Gacf Honey, and, Inj ' 
their iieiuls together, and et(icr S _ 
let aiBork by the enemy or eUe Ihlakiug i 
lo rttridi thenurlvee out of the calami^ J 
I of thew notmfa^ ten * 
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inspiration of hia artful advisere. was vehement in Ms en- 
treaties that Ortell should be sent away from England.' 

The ablest and busiest of the opposition-party, the " nimblest 
head"* in the Staf^s-Genoral was the ex-Ad vocaf^ of IXol- 
land, Paul Buys. Thia man was then tlip foremost atatesmen 
in the Netherlands. He had been the firmest friend to the 
English alliance ; he had resigned Lis office when the States 
were ofifering the sovereignty to France, and had been on the 
point of taking service in Denmark. Fie }iad afterwards been 
prominent in the legation which offered the sovereignty to 
Eh'zabeth, and, for a long time, had been the most firm, 
earnest, and eloquent advocate of the English policy. Lei- 
cester had originally courted him, caressed him, especially re- 
commended him to the Queen's favour, given him money — as 
he said, " two hundred pounds sterling thick at a time " — and 



made ftgrecmeiit bctwoen them in 
Aphl last that all that wliich tiiny, by 
moiDS of an; new iuTention by Uiem 
■Jreodj prc^mided a- ypt to be pro- 
poniiilod uato hi* ExceJlenc;, ihould 
»t or eitjoy, that the ganm Anuld be 
divided briwen (Aim. And after that 
lie aongtit of hie Excellency the 20tli 
pemiX of nil that whiob ahonld 
proceed of hu prut«ndod inTODtioiiB. 
To which Olid Binganlt. with his own 
hand, hu dmwn dd ootroi, or warrant. 
iuhI got Lis E^xct'llonoy tu ligu the 
■Bine, vrithmit knowledge of the coun- 
cil, or an; of the Mcretariea. namely, 
thai ho ahonld have the 30th penny. 
Tliej hare also tnkon ^mai pains to 
ihan^ the coorso t>f tlio common 
mean*, whiah so laudably and with 
■Dch grtat tranil his Excollency of 
worthy memory (William of Orange) 
tmnigfat in train, and so to bring it 
into coUectution, Uicn'by to introde 
th«D«elTe8 and Bach other (baring no 
credit) to fium any of the said general 
tnvauBin the collmtiitioii. The forc- 
■aid Ferret and Binganit liuve also 
traTaOcd by all means to set mie- 
DDdentonding betweon tiis EiocUency 
and the Eotulcs und Ihr council of 
state, and proctiaod many unlawful 
duvioos lo niter the usluto of tlie 
coontriM, Bod lo gut hill ExucUiincy 



to do all (hat which tboy unoKincd to 
servo to llieir intent To which end 
tlicy hnve used many nnhdud-of and 
indnienl proceedings without onler of 
law, and apinst Uie jirivilegca and 
FttstoRis of tbose eonntnea. imdBfifaJnst 
the orialo and wctrare of the same, 
throogh a company of inconstant and 
ba«e pemns. for the grcitter part 
bebg atmneers, aiiplring unto thorn- 
selves and their friends (a company of 
■trangen) many oCBoes and receipts, 
thinlnng fo deal wttb the same ug- 
oording to their own pleasure and 

I appetite. All which we have at large 
imparted to Mr. Wilke», ihoatd him 

I ike original pienet, and given him good 

' instruction by writing Ihercot to llio 
end he may give her Mujestj and her 

, bonouTuble council to undentand the 
personage of these two upirils,' Stales 

' of Holland and Zeeland lo Ortell, 13 
Sent. 15B6. (8. P. Office M8.) 
• " Ton have there hia (Paul Bayi's) 

; Anient Ortell. It wero well liu were 
thence. I did Bend twice for liim, 
Init he eiruBBth hiauelf " Leiceitiir 
to Burgbley. 20 July. 1S86. (S.P. 
OSccMS.) Compare 'Leyc. Conesp.' 
311. 
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Openly pronounced him to be " in ability above all men.' 
"No man h&th ever sought a man," he said, "as 1 hai 
sought P. B."^ 

The period of their friendship was, however, very bi 
Before many weeks had passed there was no vitupcratii 
epithet that Leicester was not in the daily habit of be«to' 
upon Paul, The Eari'a vocabulary of abuse was not a limit 
one, but he exhausted it on the head of the Advocate, 
lacked at last words and breath to utter what was like 
He pronounced his former friend " a very dangerous 
altogether hated of the people and the States;" "a 
sinner,- nursled in revolutions;" "a most covetous, bribing 
fellow, caring for nothing but to bear the sway and grow 
rich ;" " a man who had played many parts, both lewd and 
audacious ;" " a very knave, a traitor to his country 
most ungrateful wretch alive, a hater of the Queen and of 
the English ; a most untliankfiil man to her Majesty ; a prao' 
tiser to make himself rich and great, and nobody else ; " 
" among all villains the greatest ;"" a bolsterer of all papists and 
ill men, a dissembler, a devil, an atheist," a " most naughty 
man, and a most notorious drunkard in the worst degree. 

Where the Earl hated, his hatred was apt to be deadly, 
ho was determined, if possible, to liave the life of the del 
Paul. " You shall see I will do well enough with him, 
that shortly," he said. " I will course him as he was not 
this twenty year. I will warrant him hanged and one or tw»i 
of his fellows, but you must not tell your shirt of this yet;" 
and whoa he was congratulating the government on liis 
having at length procured the execution of Captain Hemi 
the surrenderor of Grave, he added, pithily, "and you si 
hear that Mr. P. B. shall follow."' 



and 




' I«iceatar U> Burgliley, 20 Jnac, 
1686. Same to luauf. 10 Ade. 158C, 
SMiie to aame. 20 JtUy. IS»6. B. 
Clerk lo Bune, 24 Jalj. (B. P. OfBce 
UBB.) 



Brace's 'Leyo. Oorroip.' 130. 391, 
303. 310, 311. 312. 352. OnTeodkh 
obBerred thai " Uiere were many false 
brethren in the highet form unonff 
the people, of wLom he feared thai 
Paul Buyi wuuld not prme Uie 
putin^." Garendisb to BurghleT, IS 
3xae. 168S. (8. P. Offlo* >&.) 
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Yet the Earl's real griefs agnmst Btiya may be eoflily 
sammed up. The iewd simier, nursled in revolutions, liuil 
delected the secret poliL-y of the Queen's govern mo nt, and 
was therefore perpetually denouncing the intrigues going on 
with Spain. He complained that her Majesty was tired of 
having engaged in the Netherland enterprise ; he declared that 
she would be glad to he fairly out of it ; that her reluetanco 
to Bpend a farthing more in the cause than she was obliged 
to do was hourly iucreasing upon her ; that she was deceiving 
and misleading the Htates-General ; and that she was hank- 
ering after a peace. lie said that the Earl bad a secret 
intention to possess himself of certain towns in Holland, in 
which case the whole question of peace and war would be in 
the hands of the Queen, who would also have it thus in her 
power to reimburse herself at once for all expenses that she 
had incurred.' 

It would he difficult to show that there was anything very 
catmnnioua in these charges, which, no doubt, Paul was in 
the habit of making. Aa to the economical tendencies of 
her Majesty, sufficient evidence has been given already from 
Leicester's private letters. " Kather than spend one hundred 
pounds," said Walsingliam, "she can be content to be de- 
ceived of five thoueand." ' Tliat slie had been concealing 
from the Slates, from Walaingham, from Leicester, during 
the whole summer, her secret uegotiutions with Spain, has 
also been made apparent. That she was disgusted with 
tJie enterprise in which she had embarked, Walaingham, 
Bui^hley, Hatton, and all the other statesmen of England, 
most abundantly testified. Whether Leicester had really an 
intention to possess himself of certain cities in Holland — a 
charge mode by Paul Buys, and denounced as especially 
slanderous by the Earl — may better appear from bis own 
private statements. 



' "Panl Baja — still giTing out 
BlaniUnma gpeechea — for Uiat I only 
wiuBlil Uy ... get Iheir toumt . . . . 
tliat UicrobT, whoDBoevcr bur Uajegty 
thoatd think good to tre«t tot peace, 
VOL. n. 



, . , , I should hereby bo ftUo U> 
colupul thpin [o whnt uad alio shoald 
think good." Leicester to Walsiay- 
ham, ao July, 1580. in BniCB. 370. 
* Bnae't ' liejo. Oorrosp.' 273. 
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' This I will do," he wrote to the Qut 



" and I hope i 



to fail of it, tog^ into my Jiands three or four most prineipt 
places in North Sollarid, which mil be such a gtrength and 
oaauraTice for your Maj'eeti/, aa yon shall see you shall both 
mil- these men and make tear or peace as you list, always 
provided — whatsoever you hear, or is — part not with the 
Brill; and having these places in your hands, whatsoever 
should chance to these countries, your Majesty, I will warrant 
sure enough to make what peace you will in an hour, and tfi^ 
have your dehts and charges readily answered." ' At a 8 
what Uttir moment it will be seen what came of these seen 
designs. For the present, Leicester was very angry widd 
Paul for daring to suspect him of such treachery. 

The Earl complained, too, that the ijilluence of Buys witi 
Hohenlo and young Maurice of Nassau waa most pemicioiu 
Hoheulo had formerly stood high ill LcicestLr'a opinion. HeJ 
was a " plain, faithfiil soldier, a most valiant gentleman," andv 
he was still more important, because about to marry Mary atm 
Nasaau, elde~st daughter of William the Silent, aud coheire«M 
with Philip William, to the Buren property. But he hadfl 
been tampered with by the intriguing Paul Buys, anil ha^'l 
then wished to resign his office under Leicester. Beinf I 
pressed for reasons, he had " gron-n eolemo," and withdraw] 
himself almost entirely. 

Maimce, with his " solemn dy wit," also gave the Eai 
much trouble, saying little, but tlunking much, and listening 
to the insidious Paul. He " stood much on making or mar- 
ring," so Leicester thought, "as he met with good coTUweL" 
He had formerly been on intimate terms with the govemop- l 
general, who affected to call liim liis son ; but he had sutn^J 
qnently kept aloof, and in three mouths had not come neap * 
him.' The Earl thought that money miglit do much, and wai 

' Iiciccater to tha (JtioeD. 27 June, ' osduroJly the Kiag of Spain's, ond 
1986. (B.P.Oeace HS.) practiwUi (ai an iiutrameat of bhU- 

* " Tlio Oouut Mnucice hath not i CioD) to aniaiale Uie CDimt. bj all 
been Lluvv muntli* wJUi hU Lunlahip. | ni(»nB pouiblo. to Uiwart my Lard in 
Bu U utl<iriy (liBOonlontod. uid taucU the coono of ber ISnjeitj'a atmiee. 
kdviaed bj Bte. Aldegonde, wlio ia i The Oount, well adviaed I7 Ste. Aldv 
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anxioofl for Sir Francis Drake to come liome from the Indies 
with millions of gold, that the Queen might mtike both 
Hohenlo and Slaurice a haiidsome present before it should bo 
too late.' 

Meantime he did what ho could with Elector Truclisess to 
]nre them back agaiu. That forlorn little prelate was now 
poorer and more wretched tljan ever. He was becoming 
paralytic, thongh young, and his heart waa broken through 
want. Leicester, always generous as the sun, gave him money, 
{our thousand tlorins at a time, and was most earnest that the 
Queen should put him on her pension list.^ " His wisdom, 
ti* behaviour, his languages, his person," said the Earl, " all 
would like her welL lla is in great melancholy for his town 
of Neusz, and for his poverty, having a very noble mind. If 
he be lost, her Majesty had better lose a hundred tliousaud 
pounds." * 

The melancholy Truchsess now became a spy and a go- 
between. He insinuated himself into tlie confidence of Paul 
Cuys, wormed his secrets from him, and then communicated 
them to Hohenlo and to Leicester ; " but he did it very 
wisely," said the Earl, " so that he waa not mistrusted." ' 
The governor always affected, in order to screen the elector 
^m suspicion, to obtain bis information from persons in 
Utrecht; and he Iiad indeed many spies in that city, who 
diligently reported Paul's table-talk. Nevertheless, that 
" noble gentleman, the elector," said Leicester, " hath dealt 
most deeply with him, to seek out the bottom." * As tlie 
ex-Advocate of Holland was very commuuicative in his cups, 
Bud very bitter against the governor-general, there was soon 
such a fuud of information collected on the subject by various 

(fonde and Villiere, repliieth aecretly 
that bet HsjuBty ehould haTo any- 
tliing to do in iho gorernnmot of the 
country. II ia to be fvnredhia hidden 
malice will do mucb miacliiefl and 
mun; ill ofBoes in the romiuon canso 
now in band." ' Hatters to be relate<l 
la her M^ieBty by a Bpccial mesaengor 
from tbe Earl or Leicester,' 20 Jnnt, 
1586. (B.P. OfBoeHS.) 
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gard to Siiintu Ald^onde naa eabaa- 
qnently aud distinotly contauliuted by 
Wilkca. 
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ettves-(lropi)era, tliat Leicoatcr was in hopes 
hanging Mr. Paul Duys, &s we have already set 

The burthen of the charges against the culprit was his 
statement that the Provinces would be gone if her Majesty 
did not declare hereulf, vigorously and generously, in their 
favour ; but, as this was the perjjetual cry of Leicester Inm- 
Belf. there seemed hardly hanging matter in that That 
noble gentleman, tlie elector, however, had nearly saved 
the hangman his trouble, havuig so dealt with Ilohenlo as to 
" bring him into as good a mind as ever he was;" and the first 
fruits of this good mind wt-ro, that the honest Count — a man 
of prompt dealings — walked siraight to Paul's house in order 
to kill Ijim on the spot,' .Something fortunately prevented 
the execution of this plan ; hut for a time at least the enei^ 
getic Count continued to be " governed greatly " by the 
archbishop, and " did impart wholly nnto him his most 
heart." 

Thus the " deep wise Truxy," as Leicester called him, 
tinned to earn golden opinions, aTid followed up his convei 
of Holienio by undertaking to " bring Maurice into tune 
also," aud the youug Prince was soon on better terms with 
" affectionate father " than he had ever been before. 

Paul Buys was not so easily put down, however, nor ths'' 
two magnates so thoroughly gained over. Before the end of 
the season Maurice stood in his old position, the nominal head 
of the Holland or patrician party, chief of the opposition to 
Leicester, while Hohenlo had become more bitter than ever 
against the Earl, The quarrel between himself and Edward 
Morris, to which allusion will soon be made, tended to 
increase the dissatisfaction, although ho singularly misun- 
derstood Leicester's sentiments throughout the whole affair. 
Hohenlo recovered of his wound before Zutphcn ; but, on 
recovery, was more malcontent than ever,^ The Earl 
obliged at last to confess that " he was a very dangei 
inconstant, ea\-ious, and hateful to all our nation, and a 
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traitor to tbe cause. There ia no dealing to win liim," he 
added, " I have sought it to my cost. His boat friends tell mo 
he is Dot to be trusted." ' 

Meantime that lewd sinner, the indefatigable Paul, was 
plotting desperately — bo Leicester said and believed— to 
transfer the sovereignty of the Provinces to the King of Den- 
mark. Buys, who was privately of opinion that the States 
required an absolute head, " though it were but an onion's 
head,"* and that they would thankfully continue under 
Leicester as governor absolute if Elizabeth would aecc-pt the 
sovereignty, had made up bis mind that the Queen would never 
take that step. He was therefore disposed to offer the crown 
to the King of Denmark, and was believed to have brought 
Maurice — who was to espouse that lung's daughter ^ — to the 
same way of thinking.' Yoimg Count Rantzan, son of a dis- 
tinguished Danish statesman, made a visit to the Netherlands 
in order to confer with Buys. Paul was also anxious to be 
appointed envoy to Denmark, oste-usibly to arrange for the 
two thousand cavalry, which the King had long before pro- 
mised for the assistance of the Provinces, but, in reality, to 
examine the details of this new project; and Leicester repre- 
sented to the Queen very earnestly how powerful the Danish 
monarch would become, thus rendered master of the narrow 
seas, and how formidable to England.* 



' Bmce'i 'Lojp. CDrresp.' 4*6. 

ITitkea had also fonued an Dnrai- 
TooiBble opinion of tbe Cinmt. " I do 
not find ibaX tbe States or pecipls," ho 
■aid, " have an; grval Hffeution for 
bim. The man is doubtliiia voliimt, 
bal rasb, bloodj, unfortnuBle, and wib- 
ject U> manv imperfeotion^ They 
would wiUingij bo rid of liim. if Ihay 
ndghl without danffet." WJlkoa to 
the Lords of CounuL 20 Aug. 15S6. 
(8. P. Office MS.) 

■ Nolra by Paul BajB, 1586. (8. P. 
Office HS.) 

■ Ibid. 

' "PaalBajB . . percei ring' of late," 
laid Leicester, " that youT Mnj. mean- 
cth not to procuud so far in ttieao 
coontriea aa he looked for, or rather 
not fl'^'lipg bimwlf the absolute direo- 1 



tor and governor aa be VDold be, is 
secretly working to mako n kiog in- 
deed over thtae two eountries, Hol- 
land and Zeelaiid. and one he dotli 
insinuate anlo men's niiodH ulrcaHj all 
that ever he imu, U tliu King of Den- 
mark — a matter not unlike to oome to 
pass, if your Maj.aliall not assurothcoo 
people of tliu continuonoe of your 
favor, which, if tlioy sUoiild be, all tha 
prlnced of the World cannot win tliem 
finm yoI^ But this lewd sinner loselh 
no lime, where ho can be heard, lo 
inform men bow Rckle a trust there ia 
to be had of your Majesty's favor or 

Eromise, repenting withal greatly that 
a ever procured rae over, being in- 
deed, aa he saya. dnce fallen out in no 

better grace with yon If lh« 

King should have those two province* 
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In the midst of tliese plottings, real or supposed, a party 
armed men, one fine summer'a morning, suddenly entere 
Paul's bedroom as he lay asleep at the house of the boi^ 
master, seized his papers, and threw him into prison in tbol 
wine-cellar of the town-liouse. " Oh my papers, oh my papers!'' 
cried the unforttmate politician, according to Leicester's statB 
ment, "the Qneen of England will for erer hate me." 
Earl disavowed all participation in the arrest ; but be \ 
not believed. He declared iiimself not sorr)' that the meaa 
had been taken, and promised that he would not "be has 
to release him," not doubting that " he would be found faulty 
enough," Leicester maintained that there was stuff enoa^ 
discovered to cost Paul hia head ; but he never lost his he* 
nor was anything treasonable or criminal ever found a 
him. The intrigue with Denmark — never proved — and coi 
menced, if undei-taken at all, in utter despair of Elizabetbil 
accepting the sovereignty, was the gravest chaise. He i 

abeolutely as king, yoti miut aanae 
jmuTBelf ho will In.' lord a.ail ecimmniuter 
OVPT the oaiTow bcbs, auJ all your 
treSlca, poat imd iiorthwanl, wholly 
nuder Lib mtroint, for he unit he Uia 
antu mights pritiBe by MO. ■ ■ ■ I refuted 
r. li. to go to the King oa ambnasodor, 
b«inR mucvcUoiu earnest therein . . . 
but 1 tnut to come to fiirthei know- 
ledgo of this matter, sod to prevent 
Master Buysnell enough. P. B.lialh 
flatly uid to me, of late, that the King 
of Donmark were the fltlert lord for 
tiium in Christendom, next your Jlfo- 

J*tfi," Irf^ifester to the Qdoen, 20 
one. 1586. (8. P. Office M8.) 
" It la feared," said Cox, Bpecially 
deputed by Leicester to report this \ 
Duttlcr to tlie Qqwu'b govemmeut, ' 
" thai tlie King of Ucnmurk is nliono- 1 
ted, and would be glad to hure the I 
«oieretgnly of thcao countries hinuetf. 
Paul Boys hath not spared of tale to ! 
Intund such a practice, and portici- , 
putiii^ Uie same with Gnnnt Manrice, ' 
Bllfgmg plainly to his lionlahip, that , 
H is commoiUy spoken and receivE'd as 
ounvot money, tint her Majeely will ' 
Kbiindoii tliut cniiBn and people ati 
Michaelznaa. and tliis being bo, that it . 
«(«<■ fit for tbem (o think of samel 
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mained, however, six months id prison, and at the beginning 
of 1587 woa released, without trial or accusation, at the 
request of tlie English Queen.' 

The States could liardly be blamed for their opposition to 
the Karl's administration, for he had thrown liimself com- 
pletely into the arms of a faction, whose object was to vilipend 
and traduce them, and it was now diflicult for him to rt^cover 
the functiom) of which the Queen had deprived him. " The 
government they had given from themselves to nie utuek in 
their stomachs always," he said. Thus, on the one eide, tliE; 
States were " growing more stately than ever," and were always 
"jumbling underhand," while the aristocratic Earl, on liia 
part, was resolute not to be put down by " churls and tinkers." ' 
He wa« sure that tlie people were witli him, and that, " having 
always been governed by some prince, they never did nor 
could consent to be ruled by bakers, brewers, and hired advo- 
cates. I know tJiey hate them," ^ said this high-born tribune 
of the people. He was much disgusted with the many-headed 
chimsra, the munstrous republic, with which he found liimself 
in eudi unceasing conflict, and was disposed to take a manful 
stand. " I have been fain of late," he said, " to set the better 
leg foremost, to handle some of my masters somewhat pluinly, 
for they thought I would droop ; and whatsoever becomes of 
me, yoQ shall hear I will keep my reputation, or die for it," * 
But one great accusation made against the churls and 
tinkers, and bakers and lured advocates, aud Mr. Paul Buys 
at their head, was tliat they were liberal towards the Papists. 
They were willing that Catholics should remain in the country 
and exercise the rights of ciUzens, provided they conducted 
themselves like good citizens. For this toleration — a lesson 
which statesmen like Buys and Bameveld had learned in the 
school of William the Silent — the oppositiou-pany were de- 

I Bur, EL 725, 726, 889, 890. 1586. B. Clerk lo samo, 21 July, 

Hooni, Veivolgh, 165. Wngcuflar, 1586. (8. P. Office M8S.) 
Tin. I6t-I63. fenoe's' Iflvo. Corrcep.' ' Braco'a ' Lejc. Cotrcep.' 812. 
352, 362-364, 386. 136, " Ibid. 424. 
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nounced as bolsterers of Papists, find Papists theinselves at 
heart, and " worshippers of idolatrous idols." ' 

From words, too, the govermnent of Leicester passed to 
acts. Seventy Papists were banished irom the city of Utrecht 
at the time of the arrest of Bnye.^ The Queen had constantly 
enforced upon Leicester the importance of deaHng jiistly with 
the Catholics in the Nethcrlauds, on tlie ground that they 
might be as good patriots and were as much interested in tlie 
welfare of their country as were the Protestants f anc" 
especially enjoined " not to meddle in matters of religion,*'' 
This wholesome advice it would have been quite imposeiblaJ 
for the Earl, under the guidance of Reingault, liurgrave, and' J 
Stephen Perret, to carry out. He prot€«ted that lie should' I 
have liked to treat Papists and Calvinista "with indifl'eronc^" 
but that it had proved impossible ; that the Catholics wora'J 
perjretually plotting witli tiie Spanish faction, and that xnam 
towns wei-e safe except those in which Papists had ' 
excluded from office. " They love the Pope above all," h 
said, " and the Prince of Parma hath continual intelligeuot 
with them." Nor was it the Catholics alone who gave 1 
governor trouble. He was likewise very busy in putting dowi 
other denominations that differed from the Calvinists. " Yoi 
Majesty will not believe," he said, " the number of sects thafr^ 
are in most towns ; especially Anabaptists, Families of Love^ 
Georgians, and I know not what The godly and good 
ministers were molested by them in many places, and ready ■ 
to give over ; and even such diversities grew among ma{ 
strates in towns, being caused by some sedition-sowers here."' 
It is, however, satisfactory to reflect that the anabaptists anv 
families of love, although discouraged and frowned upon, n 
not burned alive, buried alive, drowned in dungeons, aw 
roasted at slow fires, as had been the case witli them and wifll 



■ DigeM'g ■ Advertuemeiit of tlie I ISSfi. rs. P. Office US.) 
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every other speciee of Protestants, by thousands and tena of 
thouaands, so long as Charlea V. and Pliilii) II. liad ruled the 
territory of that commonwealth, numaiiity had acquired 
something by the war which the Netherlanders had bei?n 
w-aging for twenty years, and no man or woman was ever put 
to death for religious causes after tho cslabliuhment of Uio 
republic. 

With his hands thus lull of busmess, it was difficult for tho 
Earl to obey tlie Queen's command not to meddle in religious 
matters ; for he was not of the stature of William the Silent, 
and could not comprehend that the great lesson taught hy 
the sixteenth century was that men were not to meddle with 
men in matters of religion. 

But besides his especial nightmare — Mr. Paul Buys^the 
governor-general bad a whole set of incubi in the Norris 
tamily. Probably no two pfrsons ever detested each other 
mure cordially than did Leicester and Sir John Norris. Sir 
John had been commander of the forces in the Netherlands 
before Leicester's arrival, and was unquestionably a man of 
larger experience than the Earl. He had, however, as Wal- 
uuigham complained, acquired by his services in " countries 
where neither discipline military nor religion carried any 
sway," a very rude and licentious kind of government. 
*' Would to God," said the secretary, " that, with liis value 
and courage, he carried the mind and reputation of a reh'gious 
soldier." ' But that was past praying for. Sir John was 
proud, imtractable, turbulent, verj- difficult to managa Ho 
hated Leit-ester, and was furious with Sir William Pelham, 
whom Lt'lcester had made marshal of the camp." He com- 
plained, not unjustly, that from the first place in the army, 
which he had occupied in the Netherlands, he had been 
reduced to the fifth.^ ITie governor-general — who chose to 
callSirJohnthesonof his ancient enemy, the Earl of Sussex — 
often denounced him in good set terms. " Ilia brother Ed- 
ward is as ill as lie," he said, " but John is right the lufo Earl 
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of Sussex' BOH ; be will so dissemble and crouch, and bo cunp 
ningly carry bis doings, as no man living would imagine that' 
there were half the malice or vindictive mind that plainly his 
words prove to be." ' Leicester accused him of constant 
insubordiQatioQ, insolence, and malice, complained of being 
traduced by him everywhere in the Netherlands and in Eng- 
land, and declared that he was followed about by " a pack of 
lewd audacious fellows," whom the Earl vowed he would han^ 
one and all, before he had done with them.'' He swore openly, 
in presence of all Ids camp, tliat he would hang Sir John lik^ 
wise ; so that both the brothers, who had never been afraid of 
anything smce they had been bom into the world, affected 
bo in danger of their lives.' 

The Norrises were on bad terms with many officers — Bith 
Sir William Pelham of course, with " old Reade," Lord North,, 
Roger Wdliams, Hohenlo, Essex, and other nobles — but wi&' 
Sir Plulip Sidney, the gentle and chivalrous, they wi 
friends,' Sir John had quarrelled in former times — accoi 
to Leicester— with Hohenlo and even with the " good 
brave " La None, of tlie iron arm ; " for his pride," said tlte 
Earl, " was the spirit of the devih" ' The governor complained 
every day of his raaligm'tj-, and vowed that he " neither re- 
garded the cause of God, nor of his prince, nor country. 




' Bniw's ' L<!yc. Corroi^i.' 301. 

» ■ Notea of BeinCTiilironwB, by Mr. 
Edward Norris; Sept 1586. (8. P. 
OfHeeUS.) 



bin WilliaiDB, uud utkcra, aliould rail 
at him. but in Im own preeL-ace did 
■offer divLTB captainB und nolilenitn to 
l)nive him, and did himself also grow 
in great ngea ngniutt him, disaUnwing 
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him to lung htiQ ; ao Umt of every 
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Air/ikall AoHtybrmvaghlhim" Ibid. 
' Sir John Norm to WaLunehani, 
SSOcLlSSe. (8.P. OIBoeUS!) 
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faTourable opinion of 
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He consorted chiefly with Sir Thomas Cecil,' governor of 
Brill, son of liord Bnrgliley, and thorcfore no friend to 
Leicester ; but the Earl protested that " Blaster Thomaa 
should hear gmall mle," * so long as he was himself governor- 
general. " Now I htive Pelham end Stanley, we shall do well 
enough," he said, " though my young master would counte- 
nance him. I will be master while I remain here, will they, 
nil] they."* 

Edward Norris, brother of Sir John, gave the goTemor 
altnoet as much trouble ^s he ; but the treasurer Norris, nncle 
to them both, was, if possible, more odious to him than all. 
He was — if half Leicester's accneations arc to be believed — 
a most infamous peculator. One-third of the money sent by 
the Queen for the soldiers stuck in his fingers. He paid them 
their wretched four-pence a-day in depreciated coin, so that 
for their " naughty money they could get but naughty waro." • 
Never was such " fleecing of poor soldiers," said Leicester.* 

On the other hand. Sir John maintained tliat his uncle's 
accounts were always ready for examination, and eiUTiestly 
begged the home-government not to condemn that functionary 
without a hearing.* For himself, he complained that he was 
uniformly kept in the background, left in ignorance of im- 
portant enterpise«, and sent on difficult duty with inatle- 
qnnte forces. It was believed that Leicester's course was 
ins[Mred by envy, lest any miUtiiry triumph that might bo 
gaiut^ diould redound to the glory of Sir John, one of the 
first commandeni of the age, rather than to that of tho 
goremor-genoral. He was perpetually thwarted, crosse<l, 
calumniated, subjected to coarse and indecent insults, even 
from such brave men as Ijord North and Roger Williams, and 
in the very presence of tlie commander-in-chief, so tliat his 
taleuts were of no avail, and he was most anxiouH to be gone 
from the country.' 

158G. (S, P. Office MS.) 
' Sir J. Norria to Biirghloj. 25 Mnj-, 

1586. (8. P. OfflcuMM.) 
' ■ VtAtM at Beneiubriuico.' hy EJ. 
} tlie Quwu. 27 Juuo. Norm, MS. before ciled. "Uin £t- 
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Thns with tlie tremendoiw opposition formed to his govera- 
ment in the States-General, the incessant bickerings with the ' 
Korriaea, the peculations of the treasurer, the secret negotiations 
with Spain, and the impossibility of obtaining money trom homd 
for himself or for his starving little army, the Earl was in any- 
thing but a comfortable positiotL He was severely censured 
in England ; but he doubted, with much reason, whether there 
were many who would take his office, and spend twenty 
tliuusand pounds sterling out of their own pockets, as he bad 
dune.' The Earl was generous and brave as man could be, 
full of wit, quick of apprehension; hut inordinately vain, i 
arrogant, and ivithal easily led by designing persons. He | 
stood up manfully for the cause in which he was embarked, i 
and was most strenuous in his demands for money. " Per* 
sunally he cared," he said, "not sixpence for his post, but 
would give five thousand sixpences, and six thousand shillings 
beside, to be rid of it;"* but it was contrary to his dignity to J 
" stand bucking with the States " for his salary. " Is it reason," 
he asked, " that I, being sent &om so great a prince aa our J 
sovereign is, must come to strangers to beg my entertainments I 
If they are to pay me, why is there no remembrance made ai ] 
it by her Majesty's letters, or some of the lords ?"^ 

The Earl and those around him perpetually and vehemently 1 
urged upon the Queen to reconsider her decision, and accept I 
the sovereignty of the ProWnces at once. There ivas no other J 



the; wiU spend SO.OOOi. uf their l)«s^fl 
for you io eevuu muutlis : but all is if 
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celleDcy duth wonderfally hale my 
brother .... I ooly gather these 
caiues," said C^laiu Norris: "first, 
au envy of some uuworthy men obont 
iliiD. who put inlo his Eioellonoy's 
head tliut lu laug lut Nonis were here, 
the lioDour of cveiythins would be 
nttnbuteil to hiro, and that he would 
be a coiUiniiol hindrance to the course 
that bU ExcollcDcy meant to hold 
eoaeemins Bauo tbjoga, uetthui ihuuld 
his Bic^imcy lutTO nnf abaulule 
eouuDHiului-tul an long as Ills crudit 

1 Ltficcsler to the Qaecn. 27 June. 
158fi. '■ I pmy Hod I may live to boo 
you employ somo of them tliat are 
thn* ooieleM of mc^ to seo whellKc 
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remedy for the distracted state of the country — no other 
safeguard for England. The Nethorland people iinxiouBly, 
eagerly desired it. Her Majesty was adored by all Ihe inha- 
bitants, who would gladly hang the fellows called the Stales. 
Lord North was of this opinion — so was Cavendish : Leicester 
iiad always held it. " Sure I am," he said, " there is but one 
way for our safety, and that is, that her Majesty may take 
that upon her which I fear she will not." ' Thomas Wilkos, 
who now made his appearance on the scene, held the same 
language. This distinguished civilian bad been sent by the 
Queen, early in August, to look into the state of Netherland 
affairs. Leicester having expressly urged the importance of 
selecting as wise a politician as could be foimd — because the 
best man in England would hardly be found a match for the 
dullards and drunkards, as it was the fashion there to call the 
Dutch statesmen " — had selected Wilkes. After fulfilling this 
important special mission, ho was immediately aftemards to 
return to the Kethorlands aa English member of the state- 
council, at forty shillings a-day, in the place of " little Hal 
Killigrew," whom Leicester pronounced a " quicker and stouter 
fellow " tlian he had at first taken him for, although he had 
always thought well of him. The other English counsellor. 
Dr. Bartholomew Clerk, was to remain, and the Earl declared 
that he too, whom he had formerly undervalued, and thought 
to have " little stuff in him," was now " increasing greatly in 
understanding." ^ But notwithstanding this intellectual pro- 
gress, poor Bartholomew, who was no begiinier, was most 
anxious to retire. He was a man of pence, a professor, a 
doctor of laws, fonder of the learned leisure and the trim 
gardens of England than of the scenes which now surrounded 
him. " I beseech your good lordship to consider," he dis- 
mally observed to Burghley, " what a hard case it is for a man 
that these fifteen years liatb had vitam aedentariam, un- 

' Leicerter to BurgUley. 10 Aug. 1856. (9. P. Office MSO 
' Same to sanie,2n July, 15SU. 
' 'Leyc. Corteap.' 375. 
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worthily in a place juJicial, always in liis long robe, and wIm^ J 
twenty-four years siiicfi, was a puMic reader in the University I 
{and therefore cannot be yomig), to come now among guaa 
and druma, tumbting up and down, day and night, over waters 
and banks, dykes and ditches, upon every occasion that 
falletli out; hearing many insolencee vdlh silence, bearing 
many hard measures witli patience — a course most difierunt 
from my nature, and most unmeet for him tliat hath ever 
professed learning." ' 

Wilkes was of sterner stuff. Always ready to follow tlia j 
camp and to face the guns and drums with equanimity, and J 
endowed beside with keen political insight, he was more I 
competent than most men to unravel the confused skein of j 
Netherland jiolitics. He soon found that the Queen's secret J 
negotiations with Spain, and the general distrust of her inten- 1 
tJons in regard to the Provinces, were like to have fatal co»- I 
sequences. Both he and Leicester painted the oniiety of the I 
Netherland people as to the intention of her Majesty in vivid I 
colours. * 

The Queen could not make up her mind — in the verj' midst 
of tlie Greenwich secret conferences, already described — to 
accept the Netherland sovereignty. " She gathtreth from 
your letter," wrote Walsingham, " that the only salve for this 
Bore is to make herself proprietary of the country, and to pat m 
in such on army as may be able to make head to tlie enemy, .f 
These two things being so contrary to her Majesty's disposi-J 
tion — the one, for that it breedeth a doubt of a perpettiall 
war, the other, for that it requireth an increase of charges — -S 
do marvellously dUtraet her, taid make her repent that ever shsW 
entered into the actum." ' 

Upon the great subject of the sovereignty, tlierefore, she I 
was unable to a<lopt the resolution so much desired by Leicester I 
and by the {>cople of the Provinces ; hut she answered thaf 

' B. Cl«k la Bowliley. U Aug. i (8. P. Office MSB.) 
1580. (S. r. Ofllofl MS.) • BrucoB ' Lcjc. (kini'sp.' 340, 9tb 1 

' mikpt to the Queoo,7Ang. 19SG. Jul;, 1S8G. 
Loiccitetto tlio Queen, 27 Jiuie,]586. | 
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Earl's commmiications concerning Mauripe and Hohenlo, Sir 
.Tolm Norris and the treaaurer, in chnracteristic but affoctionato 
language. And thus she wrote : — 

" Rob, I am afraid you will eupposo, by my wandering 
writings, that a midsummer's moon hath taken large posses- 
sion of my brains this month ; but you must needs take things 
as they come in my head, though order be left behind me. 
W'heii I remember your request to have a discreet and honest 
man that may carry my mind, and see how all goes there, I 
have chi»sen this bearer (Thomia Wilkes), whom you knt>w 
and have made good trial of. I have fraught him full of my 
conceipts of those country mutters, and imparted wliat way I 
mind to take and what is fit for you to use. I am sure you 
can credit Iiim, and so I will be short with these few notes. 
First, that Count Maurice and Count Hollock (Hohenlo) find 
themselves trusted of you, esteemed of me, and to be carefully 
regarded, if ever peace should happen, and of that assure them 
on my word, that yet never deceived any. And for Norris 
and other captains that voluntarily, without commandment, ham 
manff years ver\iured their lives and leon our nation honour and 
thenuflves fame, let them not be discouraged by any means, 
neither by new-come men nor by old trained soldiers else- 
where. If there be fault in using of soldiers, or making of 
profit by them, let them hear of it without open shame, and 
doubt not I will well chasten them therefore. It frets me not 
a little that the poor soldiers that hourly venture life should 
want their due, that well deserve rather reward ; and look, iu 
whom the fanlt may truly be proved, let them smart therefore, 
And if the treasurer be found untrue or negligent, according 
to desert he shall be used. But you know my old wont, that 
love not to discharge from office without desert. God forbid I 
I pray you let this bearer know what may be learned herein, 
and for tljc treasure I have joined Sir Thomas Shirley to see 
all this money discharged in due sort, where it needeth and 
bohoTeth. 

" Now will I end, that do imagine I talk still with you, and 
tiierefore loathly say farewell one hundred thousand times ; 
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though ever I pray God bless yoa from all liana, and save yon 
from all foes. With my milliou tmd legion of thanks for all 
your pains aud cares, 

"As you know ever the same, 

"E. R. 
" P.S. Let Wilkes see that he ia acceptable to you. If any- 
thing there be tliat W. shall desire answer of be such 
would have but mo to know, write it lo myself. You know 
can keep both others' counsel and mine own. Mistrust m 
that anything you would have kept shall be disclosed by me^ 
for although this bearer ask luany tilings, yet you may ant 
him such as you shall think meet, and write to me the rest,"*' 

Thus, not even lier favourite Leicester's misrepresentatioufl 
could make tlie Queen forget her ancient friendship for " her 
own crow ;" but meantime the relations between that " bunch 
of brethren," black Norris and the rest, and Pelham, Hollock, 
and other high officers in Leicester's army, had grown worsa.. 
than ever. 

One August evening there was a supper-party at Count 
IloUock's' quarters in Gertruydenberg. A military fomy into 

Aug. e, Brabant had just taken place, under the Ieai.1 of 

•^^5- the Count, and of the Lord Marshal, Sir William 
Pelliam. The marshal had requested Lord Willoughhj 
with his troop of horse and five hundred foot, to join 
the enterprise, but, as usual, particular pains had 
taken that Sir John Norris sliould know nothing of tlio 
affair.^ Pelham and Hollock — who was " greatly in love 
with Mr. Pelham"* — liod invited several other gentlcmei 
high in Leicester's confidence to accompany the ex] 
dition ; and, among the rest, Sir Philip Sidney, telling 

< Queen ta Ijeipester, IS Jalv, 1 neo. 
(8. P. OIHco Ma) 
' '" ' ■ bt'pu lUrcwIy stuted that 
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wu but me of the namo in the Fro- 
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' " Whereunto tho colonul-geaersl 
rnoBt not in aiiywiiio bu mode privjFuj 
' AdveTti94iiueDl of a difference kI (Sf^ 
truviienborg.' a Ana, 1586. (8. 1 
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* Braoe'a 'Leyo. Camtp: *7*. 
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that he " should see some good service," Sidney came 
accordingly, in great haste, from Flushing, bringing along 
with him Edward Norris — that hot-headed young man, who, 
according to Leicester, "greatly governed his elder brother" 
— but they arrived at Gertruydt^nborg too late. The foray was 
over, and the party — " having burned a village, and killed some 
boon" — were on their return. Sidney, not perhaps much 
regrettiDg the loss of his share in this rather inglorious shoot- 
ing party, went down to the water-side, accompanied by Cap- 
tain N^orris, to meet Hollock and the other commanders. 

As the Count stepped on shore he scowled ominously, and 
looked very much out of temper. 

" What lias come to Hollock ? " whispered Captain Patton, 
a Scotchman, to Sidney. " Has he a quarrel with any of the 
party ? Look at his face ! He means miseliief to somebody." 
Bnt Sidney was equally amazed at the suddou change in 
the German general's countenance, and as unable to ex- 
plain it. 

Soou afterwards, the whole party, Hollock, Lewis William 
of Nassau, Lord Carew, Lord Essex, Lord Willoughby, both 
the Sidnej-s, Roger Williams, Felliam, Edward Norris, aud 
the rest, went to the Count's lodgings, where they supped, 
and afterwards set themselves seriously to drinking. 

Norris soon perceived that he was no welcome guest ; for 
he was not — like Sidney^a stranger to the deep animosity 
which had long existed between Sir John Norris and Sir 
William Felham and his friends. The carouse was a tre- 
mendous one, as usually was the case where Hollock was tlie 
Amphitryon, aud, as the potations grew deeper, au intention 
became erident on the part of some of Uie company to behave 
imhandBomely to Norris. 

For a time the young Captain ostentatiously restrained 
himself, very much after the fashion of those meek individuals 
who lay their swords on the tavern-table, with " God grant I 
may have no need of thee I " The custom was then prevalent 
at banquets for the revellers to pledge each other in rotation, 
each draining a great cup, and exacting the same feat from 
VOL. U. II 
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Lis neighbour, who then emptiinl his goblet as a challenge to 
his next comrade. 

The Lord Marshal took a beaker, and called out to Edward 
Norris. " I drink to the health of my Ijord Norria, and of my 
lady, yonr mother." So saying, ho emptied liis gloss. 

The young man did not accept the pledge. 

" Your Lordship knows," ho said someHhat snllenly, "that 
I am not wont to drink deep. Mr. Sidney there can tell yon 
that, for my health's ^ake, I have drank no wine these eight 
days. If your Lordsliip desires the pleasure of seeing me 
drunk, I am not of the same mind. I pray you at least to 
take a smaller glass." 

Sir William insisted on the pledge. Norris then, in noi 
very good humour, emptiod his cnp to the Earl of Eaaex. 

Essex responded by draining a goblet to Count Uollock. 

" A Norris's father," said the young Earl, as he pledged' 
the Count, who was already very drunk, and looking btaclcCT 
than ever. 

"An 'orse's father — an 'orso's father !" growled IloUock; 
" I never drink to horses, nor to their fathers either :" and 
with this wonderful witticism he declined the pledge. 

Essex explained that the toast waa Lord Norris, father of 
the Captain ; but the Count refused to understand, and held 
fiercely, and with damnable iteration, to his jest. 

The Earl repeated his explanation several times witJi no 
better success. Norris meanwhile sat swelling with wratl^ 
but said nothing. 

Again the Lord Marshal took the same great glassy and 
emptied it to tlie young Captain. 

Norris, not knowing exactly what course to take, placed 
the glass at the side of lus plate, and glared grimly at Sir 
William. 

Pelhant was furious. Reaching over the table, he ebored 
the glass towards Norris with an angry gesture. 

"Take yonr glass. Captain Norris," he fried ; "and if yoa 
have a mind to jost, seek other companions. I am not to be 
trifled wiUi ; therefore, I say, pledge mo at once." 
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"Toar Lordship shall Dot force me to lirink mor^ wine 
than I list," returned the other. " It is yonr pleasure to take 
advautoge of your military rank. Were we both at home, you 
would be glad to be my companion." 

Xorri^ was hard beset, aud although his language was 
stndioi^ly moderate, it was not surprising that his manner 
should be somewhat insolent. The veteran Lord Alarslial, 
im the other hand, liad distinguished himself on many 
battle-fields, but his deportmeut at this banqueting-tablo 
was not much to bis credit. He paused a moment, and 
Noma, too, held Ids peace, thinking that hia enemy would 
deaist 

It was but for a moment 

"Captain Norria," cried Pelham, "I bid you pledge mo 
without more ado. Neither you nor your best friends sliall 
use me as you list I ara better bom than yon and your 
broUier, the oolonel-general, and the whole of you." 

" I warn you to say notiiing disrespectful against my 
brother," replied the Captain. " As for yourself, I know how 
to respect your age aud superior raidi." 

"Drink, drink, drink I" roared the old Marshal. "I toll 
you I um better bom than the best of you. I have advanced 
you all too, and you know it; therefore drink to me." 

8ir William was as logical as men in their cups are prone 
to be. 

"Indeed, you have behaved well to ray brother Thomas, ' 
answered Xorria, auddenly becoming very courteous, " and for 
this I have ever loved your Lordship, and would do you any 
service." 

"Well, then," said the Marshal, becoming tender in bis 
turn, " fcffget what hath past tliis night, and do as you would 
have done before," 

" Very well said, indeed 1 " cried Sir Philip Sidney, trying 
to help the matter into tho smoother channel towards which 
it was tending. 

Norris, seeing that the eyes of the whdie company wer 
upon them, took tho glass accordingly, and rose to his feet, 
u 2 
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" My Lord Marshalj" he said, " you have done me more 
wrong this night than yon can easily make satisfaction for. 
But I am unwilling that any trouble or offence should grow J 
through me. Therefore once more I pledge you." 

He raised the cap to hiy lips. At tliat instant Ilollock, tOtM 
whom nothing had been said, and who had spoken 
aince his liapjiy remark about the horse's father, suddenly^ 
indulged in a more practical jest ; and seizing the heavy g 
cover of a silver vase, hurled it at the head of Norn's. liM 
struck him full on the forehead, cutting him to the bon&l 
The Captain, stunned for a moment, fell back in Iiis chiur^l 
with the blood running down hia eyea and face. The Co 
always a man of few words, hut prompt in action, now c 
his dagger, and strode forward, with the intention of dcqtatcl 
ing him upon the spot. Sir Philip Sidney threw He armsl 
around Hollock, however, and, with the assistance of others in | 
the company, succeeded in dragging him from the 
Tlie affair was over in a few seconds. 

Norris, coming back to consciousness, sat for a moment tufil 
one amazed, rubbing the blood out of bis eyes ; then rose froBil 
the table to seek his adversorj' ; but he waa gone. 

Soon afterwards he went to hie lodgings. The next mom*] 
ing he was advised to leave the town as speedily as possible: 
for as it was under the government of Ilollock, and filled v 
hie soldiers, he was warned that his life would not be i 
there an hour. Accordingly he went to hie boat, accoi 
only by his man and his page, and so departed with his brokena 
head, bn?athingvengeanceagainst Hollock, Pelham, LeiceiSter,V 
and the whole crew, by whom he had been thus abused. 

The next evening there was another tremendous carouse at! 
the Count's, and, says the reporter of the preceding scen^fl 
" they were all on such good terms, that not one of the com 
pany had falling band or ruff left about his neck. AH t 
clean torn away, and yet there was no hlot»d drawn."' 

' • Ailveitutiudnt irf n Difference at I E. Norri* to Leicester. 21 Nov. 15M.J 
(^ertrafdenberg. SAMg^uat, ISSIi. T. IS P. OfBceMBS.) Compare Bor, 0.1 
Doyloy to Burghlpy. S Ang, 158C. 786-788. Bnice*s ' Lkjc. CoTTom.'7 
U. Clerk lu wmo, 11 Aug. 1S8G. | 990^3. ■ 
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Edward Norris — so soon aa migLt be afterwards — sent a 
cartel to the Count, demanding mortal comLat with swoid 
and d^^r.' Sir Philip Sidney bore the message. Sir John 
Noma, of course, warmly and violently espoused the cause of 
his brother, and was naturally more incensed against the Lord 
Marshal than ever, for Sir William Pelham was considered 
the cause of the whole affray. "Even if the qnarrel is to be 
escnsed by drink," said an eye-witness, " 'tis but a slender 
defence for my Lord to excuse himself by his cups ; and often 
drink doth bewray men's humours and unmaalc their malice. 
Certainly the Count HoUock thought to have done a pleasure 
to the company in killing him."* 

Nothing could be more ill-timed than this quarrel, or 
more vexatious to Leicester. The Count — although consider- 
ing himself excessively injured at being challenged by a 
simple captain and an untitled gentleman, whom he had 
attempted to mnrder — consented to waive his privilege, and 
grant the meeting. 

Leicester interposed, however, to delay, and, if possible, to 
patch up the affair. They were on the eve of active military 
operations, and it was most vexatious for the commander-in- 
chief to see, aa he said, "the quarrel with the enemy changed 
to private revenge among ourselves." The intended duel did 
not take place, for various influential personages succeeded in 
deferring the meeting. Then came the battle of Zutphen. 
Sidney fell, and HoUock was dangerously wounded in tlie 
attack which was soon afterwards made upon the fort. Ho 
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was still pressed to afford the promised satisfaction, however, 
and agreed to do ao wlieuever he should rise from his hed.' 

Strange to say, the Count couBidered Leicester, throughout 
the wliole business, to have taken part against him.^ 

Yet there is no doubt whatever that the Earl — who de- 
tested the Norriaes, and was fonder of Pelham than of any 
man living — uniformly narrated the story nioet unjustly, to 
the discredit of the young CaptaiiL lie considered him ex- 
tremely troublesome, represented bim as always qnarrelling 
with some one — with Colonel Morgan, lioger Williama, old 
Bead, and all the rest — while tiie Lord Marshal, on the con- 
trary, waa depicted as the mildest of men. " This I must 
Bay," he observed, " that all present, except my two nephews 
(the Sidneys), who are not here yet, declare the greatest fault J 
to be in Edward Norris, and that he did most arrogantly u 
the Marshal."' 

It is plain, however, that the old Marshal, under the inflifl 
ence of wine, was at least quite as much to blame as 1 
young Captain; and Sir Philip Sidney sufficiently showed hiil 
sense of the matter by being the bearer of Edward Norria'i 
cartel. After Sidney's death, Sir John Norris, in his lett«rfl 
of condolence to Walsingham for the deatli of his illustrioiuf 
aon-in-law, expressed the deeper regret at his loss because Sir] 
Pliilip's opinion had been that the Norrises were wronged.* | 
Ilollock had conducted himself like a lunatic, but this he was I 
apt to do whether in his cups or not. He was always for J 
killing some one or another on the slightest provocation, and* [ 
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wliile the dog-atar of 1586 was raging, it was not liis fault if 
he had not already despatched both Edward Norria and the 
objectionable " Mr. P. B." 

For these energetic demonstrations against Leicester's ene- 
mies he considered himself entitled to the Earl's eternal 
gratitude, and was deeply disgusted at his apparent coldness. 
The governor was driven almost to despair by these quarrels. 
His colonel-general, his lord marshal, his lieutenant-gene- 
ral, were all at daggers drawn. " Would God I were rid 
of this placet" he exclaimed. "What man living would go 
to the field and have his ofilicers divided almost into mortal 
quarrel ? One blow but by any of their laekeya brings ua 
altogether by the ears."' 

It was clear that there was not room enough on the Nether- 
land soil for the Earl of Leicester and the brothers Norris. 
The Queen, while apparently siding with the Earl, intimated 
to Sir John that she did not disapprove his conduct, that she 
should probably recall him to England, and that she should 
send him back to the Provinces after the Earl had left that 
coimtry.^ 

Such had been the position of the governor-general to- 
wards the Queen, towards the States-General, and towards liia 
own countrymen, during the year 1586. 

' Brnce'a ' Leyc. OorreBp." 392. 
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CHAPTER XL 



Drake in the NetherlaaOs — Oood Hemilta of h'm Visit — TLe Babington 
gpiracy — Leicester deeidea to visit England — Eicbaogo t ' 
OomplimeiitB. 



La^te in the autumn of the same year an Englishm 
in the Netherlands, bearer of despatches from the Qulc 
He had beeu entnisted by her Majesty with a special mJAaioi 
to the States-General, and ho had soon an interview with t 
assembly at the Hague. 

He was a small man, apparently forty-five years of age, of • 
feir but somewhat weather-stained complexion, with light-bro 
closely- curling hair, an expansive forehead, a clear blue e 
rather common-place features, a thin, brown, pointed i 
and a slight moustache. Though low of stature, he was broad- 
cheated, with well-knit limbs. His hands, which were small 
and nervous, were brown and callous with the marks of toil. 
There was something in his brow and glance not to be mis- 
talccn, and which men willingly call master ; yet he did not 
Beem to have sprung of the bom magnates of the earth. He 
wore a heavy gold chain about his neck, and it might be 
observed that upon the light fiill sleeves of his slashed doublet 
the im^e of a small ship on a terrestrial globe was curiously 
and many times embroidered. 

It was not the first time that ho had visited the Nethei 
lauds. Thirty years before the man had been apprentice o 
board a small lugger, which traded between the Euglisli c 
and the ports of Zeeland. Emerging in early boyhood fro 
his parental mansion — an old boat, turned bottom upwards o 
a sandy down — he had naturally taken to the sea, and I 
mast«r, dying childless not long afterwards, bequeathed I 
him the lugger. But in time his spirit, too much confinet 
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by coasting in the narrow seas, had taken a bolder flight. He 
had risked his Iiard-eamed savings in a voyage with tho 
old slave-trader, John Hawkins— whose exertions, in what 
was then considered an honourabie and nsoful vocation, had 
been rewarded by Queen Elizabeth with her special favour, 
and with a coat of arms, the crest whereof was a negro's head, 
proper, chained — but the lad's first and last enterprise in this 
field was unfortunate. Captured by Spaniards, and only 
escaping with life, he determined to revenge himself on the 
whole Spanish nation ; and this was considered a most legiti- 
mate proceeding according to the "sea divinity" in which he 
had been schooled. His subsequent expeditions against the 
Spanish possessions in the West Indies were eminently auc- 
cefisfnl, and soon the name of Francis Drake rang through 
the world, and startled Philip in the depths of his Eseorial. 
The first Englishman, and the second of any nation, he 
then ploughed liis memorable " furrow round the earth," 
carrying amazement and destruction to the Spaniards as 
he sailed, and after three years brought to the Queen 
treasure enough, as it was assorted, to maintain a war with 
the Spanish King for seven years, and to pay himself 
and companions, and the merchant-adventurers who had 
participated in his enterprise, forty-seven pounds sterling 
for every pound invested in the voyage. The specula- 
tion had been a fortunate one both for himself and for the 
kingdom. 

The terrible Sea-King was one of the great types of the 
dxtoenth century. The self-helping private adventurer, in 
his little vessel the ' Golden Hind,' one hundred tons burthen, 
had waged succesafiil war against a mighty empire, and had 
shown England bow to humble Philip. \Vhen he again set 
foot on his native soQ he was followed by admiring crowds, 
and became the favourite hero of romance and ballad ; for it 
was not the ignoble pursuit of gold alone, through toil and 
peril, which had endeared his name to the nation. The 
popular instinct recognized that the true means had been 
found at last for rescuing England and Protestantism from 
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the orerehadowing empire of Spain. Tbe Quecu visitt-d liim 
in his * Golden Hind,' and gave him the honour of knight- 
hood. 

The treaty between the United Netherlands aud England 
had been followed by an embargo upon English veaseU, per- 
sons, and property, in the ports of Spain ; and, 

^^^' after five years of unwonted ropose, the privateem- 
man again set forth with twenty-five small T^sels — of which 
five or six only were anned — under his command, conjoined 
with that of General Carlisle. This time the voyage wbb 
undertaken with full permission and aasistanee of tbe Queen, 
who, however, intended to disavow him, if she sliould find 
such a step convenient.' This was the expedition in which 
Philip Sidney had desired to take part. The Queen watched 
its result with intense anxiety, for the fate of her Netherland 
adventure was thought to be hanging on the issue. " Upoa 
Drake's voyage, in very truth, dependeth the life and deatli 
of the cause, according to man's judgment," said WaMn^ 
ham.' 

The issue was encouraging, even if the voyt^e — ae a mer- 
cantile speculation — proved not so briHiaut as the prenous 
enterprises of Sir Francis had been. He returned in the 
midsummer of 1586, having captured and brandschatzcd St. 
Domingo and Carthagena, and burned St. Augostina "A 
fearful man to the King of Spain is Sir Francis Drake," said 
Lord Burghley.^ Nevertheless, the Queen and the Lord- 
Treasurer — as we have shown by the secret eonferenws at 
Greenwich — had, notwithstanding these successes, expressed a 
more earnest desire for peace than ever. 

A simple, sea-faring Englishman, with half-a-dozen mil 
able little ve^els, bad carried terror into the Spanish 
sessions all over tlie earth : but even then the great Quoed 
had not leamod to rely on the valour of her volunteers against 
her most formidable enemy.' 
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Drake was, howorer bent on another enterprise. The pre- 
parationa for Philip's great fleet had been going steadily 
forward in Lisboa, Cadiz, and other ports of Spain and Por- 
tiigal, and, despite assnranf^es to the contrary, there was a 
growing belief that England was to be invaded. To destroy 
those ships before the monarch's face, would be, indeed, to 
" singe hia beard." Bat whose arm was daring enough for 
Btich a stroke ? Whose but that of the Devonshire ekii)per 
who had already accomplished bo much ? 

And 80 Sir Francis, "a man true to his word, mercifal to 
tho0e under him, and hating nothing so much as idleness," ' 
had come to the Netherlands to talk over his project with the 
States-General, and with the Dutch merchants and sea-cap- 
tains.' His visit was not unfruitful. As a body the assembly 
did nothing; but they recommended that in every maritime 
city of Holland and Zeelaml one or two ships should be got 
ready, to participate in all the future enterprises of Sir 
Francis and his comrades.^ 

The martial spirit of volunteer sailors, and the keen in- 
stinct of mercantile speculation, were relied upon — exactly as 
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in England — ^to furnish men, ships, and money, for tlii 
daring and profitable adventures. The foundation of 
Btill more intimate connection between England and Holland 
was laid, and thenceforth Dutchmen and Englishmen 
fought side by side, on land and sea, wherever a blow was 
to be struck in the cause of human &eedom against despotic 
Spain. 

The famous Babington conspiracy, discovered by Walaing- 
ham's " travail and cost," had come to convince the Queen and 
her counsellors — il' further proof were not superfluous — that 
her throne and life were both incompatible with Pliilip's deep 
designs, and that to keep that monarch out of the Nether- 
lands was oa vital to her as to keep him out of England. 
" She is forced by tliia discovery to countenance the 
cause by all outward means she may," said Walsingham, 
" for it appearetli unto her most plain, that utiles she had 
entered into the action, she had been utterly undone, and that 
if she do not prosecute the same she cannot continue."' 
The Secretary had sent Leicester information at an early 
day of the great secret, bogging his Mend to " make the 
•lotter a heretic after he had read the same," and express- 
ing tie opinion that " the matter, if well handled, would 
break the neck of all dangerous practices during her Mujus^' 
reign."' 

The tragedy of Mary Stuart — a sad but inevitable 
tion of the vast drama in which the emancipation of Engli 
and Holland, and, through them, of half Christendom, was 
accomplished — approached its catastrophe ; and Leicester 
could not restrain his anxiety for her immediate executii 
He reminded Walsingham that the great seal had been 
upou a warrant for her execution for a less crime seveni 
years before, on the occasion of the Northumberland 
Westmorland rebellion. " For who can warrant these villains 
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from her," he said. " if that person live, or shall live bdj- 
time ? God forbid ! And be you all stout and resolute in 
this speedy execution, or be condenmed of all the world for 
cTer. It is most certain, if you wfll haye her Majesty safe, it 
must be done, for justice doth crave it beside policy." ' His 
own personal safety was deeply compromisod. " Your Lord- 
sliip and I," wrote Burghley, " were very great motes iu the 
traitors' eyes ; for your Lordship there and I here should first, 
nbout one time, have been killed. Of your Lordship they 
thought rather of poisoning than slaying. After us two gone, 
they purposed her Majesty's death."" 

But on this great affair of state the Earl was not swayed 
by such personal considerations. He honestly thought — us 
did all the statesmen who governed England — that English 
liberty, the very exist^-nce of the English commonwealth, was 
impossible so long as Mary Stuart lived.^ Under these cir- 
cumstances he was not impatient, for a time at least, to leave 
the Netherlands. His administration liad not been very suc- 
ceGsfid. Ho had been led away by bis own vanity, and by 
the Hattery of artful demagogues, but the immense obstack-s 
with which he had to contend in the Queen's wavering policy, 
and in the rivalry of both English and Diiteh politicians, 
Iiave been amply exhibited. That he had been generous, 
cotuageons, and zealous, could not be denied ; and, on the 
whole, he bad accomplished as much in the field as could 
have been expected of him nitli such meagre forces, and so 
barren an exchequer.' 
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It muBt be confessed, however, that hia leaving thfi Nethi 
lands at that moment was a most unfortunate step, both fc 
his own reputation and for the security of the Provini 
Porty-apirit was nniiiing liigh, and a political revolution 
much to be dreaded in eo gi'avo a position of affairs, 
in England and Holland, The arrangement*! — and particn- 
larly the secret arraugomeuts which he made at his de- 
parture — were tho most fatal measures of all ; but these will 
be described in the following chapter. 

On the 3l8t October, the Earl announced to the stal 
council his intention of returning to England, stating, 

ai Oct., cause of this sudden determination, tliat he had 

1586. (jggjj summoned to attend the parliament then sit- 
ting in Westminster. Wilkes, who was of course present, 
having now succeeded Killigrew as one of the two English 
members, observed that " the States and council used but 
slender entreaty to his Excellency for his stay and count*^ 
nance there among them, whereat his Excellency and 
tliat were of tho council for her Majesty did not a lil 
marvel."' 

Some weeks later, however, upon the lilst Noveml 
Leicester Biimmoned Bomeveld, and 6vo other of the Stat 

21 No.., General, to discuss the necessary mcasuree for 

loBii, departure, when those gentlemen remonstrated * 
earnestly upon the step, pleading tlie danger and confusion 
affairs which must necessarily ensue. Tlie Earl declared 
he was not retiring from tho country because he was offend) 
although he had many causes for offence : and he then allu( 
to the Navigation Act, to the establishment of the finam 
council, and spoke of Burgrave and Reinganlt, for his el 
ploymeut of which individuals so mnch obloquy had 
heaped upon lu's head. Burgrave he pronounced, as as 

poHtble." he cried on one ocivsion, 
" for amr nun Hcnt »» wo an>. nnd i'» 
actios frr thai nalnt {of EnRlnn'!) 
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subetantial, wise, faithful, religious pereonago, entitled to 
fullest confidence; while Reingault — who had been thrown 
into prison by the States on charges of fraud, peculation, and 
sedition — ^he declared to be a great financier, who had pro- 
taised, on penalty of liis hoad, to brin^ groat aums into the 
treasury for cari-ying on the war, witbout any burthen to the 
cotmnanJty." ' Had he been able to do this, be had certainly 
a claim to be considered the greatest of financiers ; but the 
jiromised "mountains of gold" were never discovered, and 
lieingaah. was now awaiting his trial.* 

The deputies replied that the concessions upon the Navi- 
gatioa Act had satisfied the country, but that Heingault was 
a known iustrnnient of the Spaniards, and Burgrave a mis- 
chief-making demagogue, who consorted with malignants, and 
sent slanderous reports concerning the States and the country 
to her Majesty. They had in consequence felt obliged to 
write private despatches to envoy Ortel in England, not be- 
cause they suspeoted the Earl, but in order to counteract the 
coliunuies of hia chief advisers. They had urged the agent 



nolland veie fariiAm agiaiitt Bcin- 
gnnlt, nod wcro ileDutoding lila exoDU- 
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tlio oharse of the provaBt-marahnl (if 
the English troops at Utrecht. Whou 
ho hud tliDi eaved the cutprit'e life, ho 
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Bnrgmvo accompanied the Karl to 
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cipal director of the LoiceBtrian [larlv, 
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the States. 



B Bcingnnll," aaid Leioealcr 
"I did nromiae upon mine honour b« 
ahoidd on brouglit butJc again, and o> 
I hare done, bat I will bo no butchttr 
to the ereatest monarch in the world, 
mncdi leea the betrayer of a man's life, 
whom I myself csiued to bo appre- 
hended to please them, and bept him 
tn aafe ^ooid. And now I have been 
odTerliBed of the intent in proceeding 
with him, and with what violence, and 
what some of themsolvea have sworn 
aud vowed touching hia death, yon 
know, and I pray you declare, for as I 
will ketp promite with them for the 
piison of the man, so do I look to have 
mine awn hononr rogurded at their 
hands, soeing more malice than just 
desert ajnunat hito. E take tlio man 
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Wilkes finding that tho States of 
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to bring the imprisoninent of Paul Buys before her Majee 
but for that transaction Leicester boldly disclaimed i" 
sponflibility.' 

It was agreed between the Earl and the deputies t 
during his absence, the whole government, civil and milila 
should devolve upon the state-council, and that Sir . 
Norris should remain in command of the English forces." 

Two days afterwards Leieester, who knew very well th 
legation was about to proceed to England, without any [ 
vious concurrence on his part, summoned a committee of t 
States-General, together with Bameveld, into the Btate-com 
cil. Counsellor Wilkes on his behalf then made a speech, i 
which he observed that more ample commuuications on the 
part of the States were to be expected. They had in previoua 
colloquies touched upon comparatively unimportant mattet 
but he now begged to be informed why these co 
were proceeding to England, and what was the nature of tb< 
instructions. Why did not they formally offer the sovereigi 
of the Provinces to the Queen without conditions ? Thai s 
had already been taken by Utrecht.^ 

The deputies conferred apart for a little while, and then 
replied that the proposition made by Utrecht was notoriously 
factious, illegal, and altogetlier futilo. Without the sanction 
of all the United States, of wljat value was the declaration of 
Utrecht? Moreover the charter of that province had beeu 
recklessly violated, its government overthrown, and its leading 
citi2en8 banishedl The action of the Province under such 
circumatauces was not deserving of comment ; but should it 
appear that her Majesty was desirous of assuming the bot^ 
reiguty of the Provinces upon reasonable conditions. 
States of Holland and of Zeelond would not be found 1: 
ward in the business.' 

Leicester proposed that Prince Maurice of Nassau aho) 
go with bim to England, as nominal chief of the embi 
and some of the deputies favoured the suggestioii. It i 
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however, rigorously and aucceasfully opposed by Bflrneveld, 
who urged that to leave the country without a head in such a 
dangerous position of aflaira, would be an act of madness.' 
Leicester was much annoyed when informed of this decision. 
He was snspeeted of a design, diiring his absence, of converting 
Maurice entirely to his own way of thinking. If unsuccessful, 
it was believed by the Advocate and by many others that the 
Earl would cause the young Prince to be detained in England 
OS long as Philip William, his brother, had been kept in 
Spain. He observed peevishly that he knew how it bod all 
been brought about' 

Words, of course, and handsome compliments were ex- 
changed between the Glovemor ivnd the States-General on his 
departure. He protested that he had never pursued any 
private ends daring his administration, but had ever sought 
to promote the good of the country and the glory of tJie 
Queen, and lliat be had spent three hundred thousand florins 
of hia own money in the brief period of his residence tbere.^ 

The Advocate, on part of the States, assured him that they 
were all aware that in the friendship of England lay tbeir 
uuly cliance of salvfltion, but that united action was the sole 
means by which that salvation could be effected, and the one 
which had enabled the late Prince of Orange to maintain a 
contest unequalled by anything recorded in liistory. There 
was also much disquisition on the subject of finance — the 
Advocate observing that the States now raised aa much in a 
month OS the Provinces in the time of the Emperor used to 
Iev7 in a year — and expressed the hope that the Queen would 
increase her contingent to ten thousand foot, and two thousand 
horse. He repudiated, in the name of the States-General and 
his own, the possibility of peace-negotiations ; deprecated any 
alluaton to tlie subject as fatal to their religion, their liberty', 
their very existence, and equally disastrous to England aiid 
to Protestantism, and implored the Earl, therefore, to use all 

' Bor, uhi tup. HoofJ, Vurvolgli, | 
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hia influence in opposition to any pacific overtures to or fra 
Spain.' 

On the 24th November, acta were drawn up and sign* 

by the Earl, according to which tlie supreme government 

24 Nor., the United Netherlanda was formally committ^td 

'^'*^- the etate-couneil during his absence. Decrees w( 
to be pronounced in tlie name of his Excellency, and counl 
signed by Maurice of Nassau. 

On the following day, Leicester, being somewhat indisiwscd. 
requested a deputation of the Stat-ee-Geueral to wait upon 
him in his own house. This was done, and a formal and 
aflectionate farewell was then read to bim by bis secretary. 
M>. Atye. It waa resixmded to in complimentary fashion 
Advocate Barneveld, who again took occasion at this 
interview to impress upon the governor the utter imj 
bility, in his own opinion and that of the other deputies, 
reconciling the Provinces with Spain.' 

Leicester received from the States — as a magniticent 
ing present — a silver gilt vase " aa tall as a man," and th) 
departed for Flushing to take shipping for England.- 
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It was not annatural that the Queen should desiri* the_pre- 
Eence of her favourite at that momentong epoch , when the 
dniad question, " aut fer aut feri" had at last demanded its 
definite solution. It was inevitable, too, that Leicester sliould 
fuel great anxiety to be upon the spot where the great tragedy, 
ao fall of fate to all Christendom, and in whic-h his owu 
fortunes wore so closely involved, was to be enacted. But 
it was moat cruel to the Netherlands — ^whose well-being was 
nearly as important to Eliaabetli as that of her own realm — 
to plunge them into anarchy at such a moment. Yet this 
was the necessary result of the sudden retirement of Leicester, 
He did not resign Ids government. He ilid not bind him- 
self to return. Tbe question of sovereignty was still unsettleil, 
(or it was still hoped by a lai^e and influential party, that tlie 
Kngiisb Queen would accept the proposed annexation. It 
was yet doubtful, whether, during the period of abeyance, the 
Slates-General or the Statcs-l'rovineial, each within their 
separate sphere, were entitled to supreme authority. Mean- 
time, as if hero were not already suflieient elements of dis- 
sension and doubt, come a sudden and indefinite interregnum, 
a provisional, an abnormal, and an impotent government. 
To the state-council was deputed the eiecutive authority. 
But the Htate-couneil was a creature of the States-Genenil, 
acting in concert with the governor-general, and having no 
actual life of its own. It was a board of consultation, not of 
I 2 
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deciaton, for it could neither enact ite own decrees nor interj 
a veto upon the decrees of the governor. 

Certainly the selection of Leicester fo fill so important a" 
post had not been & very fortunate one ; and the eiithugiasm 
which had greeted him, " aa if he had been a Messiah," on 
his arrival, had very rapidly dwindled away, as his personal 
character became known. The leading politicians of the 
country had already been aware of the error which they had 
committed in clothing with almost sovereign powers the 
delegate of one who had refused the sovereignty. They were 
too adroit to neglect the opportunity, which her JIajesty's 
anger offered them, of repairing what they considered their 
blunder. When at last the quarrel, which looked so much 
like a lovers' ijuarrel, between Elizabeth and ' Sweet Bobin,' 
had been appeased to the satisfaction of Robin, his 
mistress became more angry with the States for circumscribi 
than she had before been for their exaggeration of his auth 
rity. Hence the implacable hatred of Leicester to Paul Bo] 
and Barueveld, 

Those two statesmen, for eloquence, learning, readlnei 
administrative faculty, surpassed by few who have 
wielded the destinies of free commouwealtfis, were fiiily eqia 
to the task thrown upon their hands by the progress of e 
That task was no slight one, for it was to the leading statfl 
men of Holland and England, sustained by the indomita 
resistance to despotism almost universal in the English a 
Dutch nations, that the liberty of Europe was entrust^^ i 
that momentous epoch. Whether united under one c 
as the Netherianders ardently desired, or closely allied 1 
aggression and defence, the two peoples were bonnd in< 
solubly together. The clouds were rolling up from the fat 
south, blacker and more portentous than ever ; the artifioM 
equilibrium of forces, by which the fate of France was i 
in suspense, was obviously growing every day more un« 
Irat the prolonged and awful interval before the tempt 
should burst over the lauds of freedom and Protcstantisll 
gave at least time for the prudent to prepare. The I 
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waa growing every day in the porta of Spain and Portugal, 
and Walsinghara doubted, as little as did Buya or Bomeveld, 
toward what shores that invasion was to be directed. Eng- 
land waa to be conquered in order that the rebellious Nether- 
lands might be reduced ; and ' Mucio' was to be let slip upon 
the unhappy Henry IJT. so soon as it waa thought probable 
that the Bearnese and the Valois had sufficiently exhausted 
each other. Philip was to reign in Paris, Amsterdam, 
London, and EdJnbui^h, without stirring from the Escorial. 
An excellent programme, had there not been some English 
gentlemen, some subtle secretaries of state, some Devonshire 
skippers, some Dutch advocates and merchants, some Zeeland 
fly-lioatsmen, and six million men, women, and children, on 
the two sides of the North Sea, who had the power of ex- 
pressing their thoughts rather bluntly than otherwise in 
diSerent dialects of old Anglo-Saxon speech. 

Certainly it would be unjust and ungracious to disparage 
the heroism of the great Queen when the hour of danger 
really came, nor would it be legitimate for us, who can scan 
i momentous year of expectation, 1587, by the light of 
lent events and of secret contemporaneous record, to 
I sharply to criticise the royal hankering for 
peace, when peace had really become impossible. But as we 
shall have occasion to examine rather closely the secrets of 
the Spanish, French, English, and Dutch councila, during this 
epoch, we are likely to find, perhaps, that at least as great a 
debt ia due to the English and Dutch people, in mass, for the 
preservation of European liberty at that disastrous epoch as 
to any sovereign, general, or statesman. 

For it was in the great waters of the sixteenth century that 
the nations, whose eyes were open, discovered the fountain of 
perpetual youth, while others, who were blind, passed rapidly 
onward to decrepitude. England was, in many respects, a 
despotism so fur as regarded governmental forms ; and no 
doubt the Catholics were treated with greater rigour than 
could be justified even by the perjietual and most dangerous 
machinatioDB of the seminary priests and their instigators 
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against the tlirone and life of Elizabeth. The word libertj- 
was never musical in Tudor ears, yet Englislimon had hlunt 
tongues and sharp weapons wliicli rarely nisted for want of 
use. Ill the presence of a parliament, and the absence of a 
standing army, a people aecuatomed to read the Bible in the 
vernacular, to handle great questions of religion and govern- 
ment freely, and to bear arms at will, was most formidable to 
despotism. There was an advance on the olden time. A 
Francis Drake, a Jolm Hawkins, a Roger Williams, might 
have t>een sold, under the Plantagenets, like an ox or an ass. 
A ' female villain ' in the reign of Henry III. conld have been 
purchaeod for eighteen shillings — hardly the price of a fntti^l 
pig, and not one-third the value of an ambling palfrey — and 
a male villain, snch an one as could in Elizabeth's reign 
circumnavigate the globe in his own ship, or take imperial 
field-marshals by the beard, was worth but two or three pounds 
sterling in the market Here was progress in three centuries, 
for the villains were now become admirals and generals in 
England and Holland, and constituted the main stay of these 
two little commonwealths, while the commanders who governed 
the ' invincible' fieeta and armies of omnipotent Spain, were 
all cousins of emperors, or grandees of bluest blood. Perhaps 
the Hystem of the reformation would not prove the least 
effective in the impending crisis. 

It was most important, then, that these two nations should 
be imited in council, and aliould stand shoulder to shoulder 
as their great enemy advanced. But this was precisely what 
had been rendered almost irapoeaiblc by the course of events 
during Leicester's year of administration, and by his sudden 
but not final retirement at its close. The two great national 
parties which had gradually been forming, had remained in 
a fluid state during the presence of the governor-general 
During his absence they gradually hardened into the forms 
which they were destined to retain for centuries. In the 
history of civil liberty, these incessant contests, these oral and 
written disquisitions, these sharp cuncuKsions of opinion, and 
the stili harder blows, which, unfortunately, were dealt on a 
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Cew occasions by the combatants upon each other, make the 
year 15S7 a memorable one. The great questions of the 
origin of government, the balance of dynastic forces, the 
distribution of powers, were dealt with by the ablest heads, 
both Dutch and Enghsh, that could be employed in the ser\-ico 
of the kingdom and republic. It was a war of prot^wols, 
arguments, orations, rejoinders, apostillea, and pamphleb^, 
very wholesome for the cause of free institutions and the 
intellectual progress of mankind. The reader may perhaps 
be surprised to see with how much vigour and boldness the 
grave questions which underlie all polity, were handled so 
many years before the days of Russell and Sidney, of Montes- 
quieu and Locke, Franklin, Jefferson, liousseau, and Voltaire ; 
and he may be even more astonished to find exceedingly 
democratic doctrines propounded, if not believed in, by trained 
Btat^men of the Elizabethan school. He will be also apt to 
wonder that a more fitting time could not be found for such 
philosophical debate than the epoch at which both the king- 
dom and the republic were called upon to strain every sinew 
against the most formidable and a^ressive despotism that the 
world had known since the fall of the Roman Empire. 

ITie great dividing-line between tte two parties, that of 
Leicester and that of Holland, which controlled the action of 
the States-General, was the question of sovereignty. After 
tJie declaration of independence and the repudiation of Philip, 
to whom did the sovereignty belong? To the people, said 
the Leicestriaua To the States-General and the fitates-Pro- 
vincial, its legitimate representatives of the people, said the 
Holland party. Withont looking for the moment more closely 
into this question, which we shall soon find ably discussed by 
Llie most acute reasoners of the time, it is only important at 
present to make a preUminary reflection. The Earl of Lei- 
cester, of all men in the world, would seem to have been 
precluded by his own action, and by the action of his Queen, 
from taking ground against the States. It was the States 
who. by solemn emliassy, had offered the sovereignty lo 
Elieabeth. She had not accepted the offer, but she had 
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deliberated on the eabject, and certaluly sbe bad never e 
pressed a doubt whether or not the offer bad been legalhf^ 
made. By the States, too, that goveruor-generalsbip had 
been conferred upon the Earl, which bad been so thankfully 
and eagerly accepted. It was strange, then, that be should 
deny the existence of the power whence his own authority 
was derived. If the States were not sovereigns of tlie Nether- 
lauds, he certainly was nothing. He was but general of a 
few thousand English troops. 

The Leicester party, then, proclaimed extreme democratii 
principles as to the origin of government and the sovereignl^rJ 
of the people. They sought to strengthen and to make almost 
absolute the executive authority of their chief, on the ground 
that such wafl the popular will ; and they denounced w^ 
great acrimony the insolence of the upstart members of t' 
Blates, half a dozen traders, hired advocates, churls, tinkea 
and the like — as Leicester was fond of designating the meqi 
who opposed him — in assuming these airs of sovereignty.' 

This might, perhaps, be philusopliieal doctrine, had i 
supporters not forgotten that there had never been any pre--* 
tence at an expression of the national will, except through 
the mouths of the States. The States-General and the States- 
Provincial, without any usurpation, but as a matter of faci j 
and of great political convenience, had, during fifteen yei 
exercised the authority which had fallen from Philip's baudi 
The people hitherto had acquiesced in their action, and c 
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' " Thej which have all autborilf 
in this Stale," Bud an houeat Gcrmnu 
bBTeUer, who happened to be in A m- 
heim that winter, " are for the most 
part metcbanti. orotora of towiu, 
mechanie men, ignomol, limng gain 
unlurolly. without respect of bonont ; 
.... liom to obey rather than ooo- 
maud, who having once tasted the 
«WFctn« of ituthority, liaTo by little 
and little penuaded themselvca that 
they are «o»crMg™ : insnllitig over 
the people, and controlling bitn to 
whom they bad by oalh tetertnd the 
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but servantB and depaties 
tee no olbti n^tnody for this 
but that tJio people be wary how U 
give inch powvr and anthority, I 
nlffer it to cuutinue to long in tl 
balula of men of mechanic and bt 
eonditioQ, who, growu proud with tl 
command, abuse it dail]r, b> wi 
Bgainit the people lu against the g 
viTuoni, In whom the pei^te have a 
ferred the govemment both 
tiit'tnaclveB and over tlie whole esli 
lUymoiid Stuckeler to ■ ttiroi i 
England, 15 Feb, 1587. |8.P. O«*o 
US.) The letter ix Driutcd iu Grin- 
■tone'a ' Netherlands pp. M9, ng. 
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tuinly there had not yet been any call for a popular conven- 
tion, or any other device to ascertain the popular will. It 
was also difficult to imagine what was the exact entity of this 
abstraction called the " people" by men who eipresaed such 
extreme contempt for " merchant^i, advocatee, town-orators, 
churls, tinkers, and base mechanic men, bom not to command 
but to obey." Who were the people when the educated 
claases and the working classes were thus carefully eliminated ? 
Hardly the simple peasantry — the boors — who tilled the soil. 
At that day the ^ricultural labourers, less than all others, 
dreamed of popular sovereignty, and more than all others 
submitted to the mild authority of the States, According to 
the theory of the Netherland constitutions, they were sup- 
posed — and they had themselves not yet discovered the 
falladea to which such doctrines could lead— to ho repre- 
sented by the nobles and country -squires who maintained in 
the States of each Province the general farming interests of 
tJie republic Moreover, the number of agricultural peasants 
was comparatively smaU. The lower classes were rather 
accustomed to plough the sea than the land, and their 
harvests were reaped from that element, which to Hol- 
landers and Zeelauders was less capricious than the solid 
earth. Almost every inhabitant of those sea-born territories 
was, in one sense ot another, a mariner ; for every highway 
was a canal ; the soil was percolated by rivers and estuaries, 
pools and meres ; the fisheries were the nurseries in which 
still more daring navigators rapidly learned their trade, and 
every child took naturally to the ocean as to its legitimate 
home. 

The "people," therefore, thus enthroned by the Leicestrians 
over aU the inhahUanta of the country, appeared to many eyrs 
ntUier a misty abstraction, and its claim of absolute sove- 
reignty a doctrine almost as fantastic as that of the divine 
right of kings. The Netherlanders were, on the whole, a law- 
abiding people, preferring to conduct oven a revolution 
according to precedent, very much attached to ancient usages 
and traditions, valuing the liberties, as they called them, which 
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they had wrested from what had been superior force, witli 
their own right hands, preferring facts to tlieories, and ieeling 
competent to deal with tyrant* in the conurete rather than 
to annihilate tyranny in the abstract by a bold and generalizing 
phraseology. Moreover the opponents of the Leicester party 
complained that the principal use to which this newly-die- 
covered " people" had been applied, was to confer its absolute 
sovereignty unconditionally ujwn one man. The people 
to he sovereign in order that it might immediately abdicatA 
in favour of tbe Earl.' 

Utrecht, the capital of the Leicestrians, had already 
deprived of its constitution. The magistracy was. according 
to law, changed every year. A list of candidates was fur- 
nished by the retiring hoard, an equal number of names 
was added by the governor of the Province, and from the 
catalogue thus composed the governor with bis council 
selected the new magistrates for the year. But De Villiere, 
the governor of the Province, had been made a prisoner 
by the enemy in the last campaign; Count Moeurs liad 
been appointed provisional stadholder by the States; and, 
during his tamporaiy absence on public affairs, the Lei- 
cestrians bad seized ujwn the government, excluded all 
tlie ancient magistrates, banished many leading citizens 
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' Etbd Loioeeter himself was tuto- 
oislied at the subserriencj of the de- 
nioonttio mrty. " I remember," said 
his coofideatial aecretaiy, " tlmt your 
Excollencj told me on<;e a rerjf wue 
vmrd — tliat tliose of Utreclit hud 
givm s/ou mora auiJuiTitji Bum tbej/ 
amid mil do." 

"Yoai coundl." he sud fiirther, 
" camiot allow of all the doings of M. 
DoTODter and of M. Model. True 
it is that the; both md all those of 
Utreoht do love yon with all tlicir 
hearte, bat they do muay tliing« very 
tsshly, and do dismiile tUcnisolTee 
from the genoiulity of Uiu United 
Provinces. losomdch that, at this 
nreaeDl, Uioie of the mogialniles of 
Utnvlit havu diaiiiut«d themsolTes 
from tIjoBliiti«ofthdr[iwn Ptofiucij, 
and work ov«ry day oiio iigainst uji- 
olbor. .... I baavnittini lo yon by i 



H. Uodot and M. Balaller. hot thiry 
both itoU away Bocretly from hcnre, 
BJid surely this procoeduiK is not very 
well libM here of tho beat sort, as 
thoogh be would have prevented the 
other party, and made his own toasous 
good first lo yoor Eioellency." Olhr- 
man lo Leioester. 7 Jan. 1587. (Br. 
Mus. Galbo. 0. il p. 72, HS.) 

" Capimos at son Elcellentia (hei- 
ceetrins) abnilate immret, ei pro ma 
discretioiie, solva religions et privi- 
legiis Buam MajeatuteDi QOn offeiul- 
ontibDi." 8o run a petitioli, to which 
DoTentcr proenrod dgiiDtiires among 
the Utrecht citiiena, and then hooded 
it to Leicester. "Snob a gtiFermntmt 
as that wonld bo," saya a Frisian coi>- 
temporary. " was noTttr seen in the 
NulLeituds, luul could hardly bo 
foond in Christendom." Boyd, v. Sli. 
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from the town, and installed an entirely new board, with 
Gerard Proninck, called Deventer, for ohief burgomaster, 
wlio waa a Brabantine rpfugeo jtist arrived in the Provint-e, 
and not eligible to office until after ton years' residence,' 

It waa not nimatural that the Netherlanders, who remem- 
bered the scenes of bloodshed and disorder produced by the 
memorable attempt of the Duke of Anjou to obtain possession 
of Antwerp and other cities, should be suspicious of Leicester. 
Anjon, too, bad been called to the Provinces by the voluntary 
action of the States. He too had been hailed as a IHeasiali 
and a deliverer. In him too had unlimited confidence been 
reposed, and he had repaid their affection and their gratitude 
by a desjjernte attempt to obtain the control of their chief 
cities by the armed hand, and thiis to constitute himself 
absolute sovereign of the Netherlands. The iuhabitauts had, 
after a bloody contest, averted the intended naassaore and the 
impending tyranny ; but it was not astom'shing that — so very 
few years having elapsed since those tragical events — they 
should be inclined to scan severely the actions of the man 
who had already obtained by unconstitutional means tlie 
msstary of a most important city, and was snpposed to harbour 
designs upon all. 

Ko doubt it was a most illiberal and unwise policy for the 
inhabitants of the independent States to exclude from office 
the wanderers, for conscience sake, from tlie obedient Pro- 
vinces. They should have been welcomed heart and hand 
by those who were their brethren in religion and in tlie love 
of freedom. Moreover, it waa notorious that Hohenlo, lieu- 
tenant-general under Maurice of Nassau, was a German, and 
that, by the treaty with England, two foreigners eat in the 
stntft-council, while the army swarmed vrith English, Irish, 
and German officers iu high commancL Nevertheless, violently 
to subvert the constitution of a Pronuce, and to place in 
poets of high responsibility men who were ineligible — some 
whose characters were suspicious, and some who were knouii 

' Bar. n. JuJ. 722, 73i5. Heyd, v. 85. 80. ■Wneenaor, riiL ICfi. ICS. 
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to be dangerous, and to banish large numbers uf re8])ectabte 
burghers — waa the act of a despot' 

Besides their democratic doctrines, the Leieestriaoa pro* 
chiimed and encouraged an e^sclusive and rigid Calvinism. 
It would certainly be unjust and futile to detract from the 
Tast debt which the republic owed to the Geneva Church. 
The reformation had entered the Netherlands by tie WalloMi 
gate. The earliest and most eloquent preachers, the moei 
impassioned converts, the sublimest martyrs, had lived, 
preached, fought, suffered, and died with the precepts of 
Calvin in their hearts. The fire which had consumed the 
last vestige of royal and sacerdotal despotism throughout tha. 
independent republic, had been lighted by the hands 
Calviniats. 

Throughout the blood-stained soil of France, too, the men wbttj 



' It was egpticiullj unfortuuste that 
Letoester sbDuld foil ao completely 
into the cantiol of DcTunt "" ' 



en to Queen Eliiabetb, by LriM*.' 

1 chief ttdiiaer, in a momelil foil 

Tliat of darkoea and difBculty. To aeite 

by violeoce on Uie cities of the Pro- 

. , . .^ yince^ to anbTert their ondi-nt con- 

Oeneral, inBpiting liiiQ perpetually stitutiona, to enact, in thort, all tli&t 
iritb jealoiuy uf all bodies or indi- liod boon dnae or attempted by famier 
TiilutiU tbat interTurcd with hia hopes tyraata, was the object proposed ( 
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Uogliah BOTeteigD and the English 
goTsrnor. G. du Proninck to Lei- 
ceeter, 20 Jan.l587. (Br.Hoa.. G»lb« , 



of atlaioing arbitrary, perhaps sove- 

leigu power. "The States-General," 

Ileventer vhiBpored in Leicester'i 

ear. "are becoomig more presiuDptaoui 

daily. They have dared t 

old raembeTH to the asso 

WB ■■ {aller tlie municipal rBvolutionj „ ^ _. 

' had recalled. They have releaiied whole evil in the Netberlanda waa 

Paul Bnya. We ore all marvellously oehlocraq/ and bad government of 

■CBudaliied, for truly tlieae Btates " ' 

I Maume more jurisdiction than was 

ever done by tlie greatest tyrant tlutt 

ever uaurped in this land. Yon shall 

bear many particulaia by an agent 

which it is best not to write 

I<et Ker MajeOy nfitti AM har'i Mil 

ht Ihe tliame, on her head detcavU the 

team, and rain to ker realm ictB be ihe 

Tttuil. htt her break uu this oon- 
' ^Hracy bj a mddeu and neMic reao- 
' ntioQ, let her send your Excellency 

UthR. with plenty of (noncy aad toi- 

tUen. and we oil our Nde will take 

cure not to be diahonourMl tuddenly, 

wliilt- waiting for your ri'turiL ' 

StMh were tlie pmdent uoniueb 



, loo, boldly afanted 1 
3 the asacmbly whom Queen, in a letter addreased d' 
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State." and that the reformatioD o< 

only come fnm her. He waa alaa d 
opinion tliat the country L>d beAQ 
badly hanillod for a long time. ' 
believe. Madam," he observed. " 
this sick person has bad lo many 
diaeasea for twenty yean, and haa liod 
BO many different doctors — aome with- 
out experience and others williiil^.'B 
fidelity - that the more despairing Q 

Ktient is of his own ca 
nonr it will be to Uio oi _ __ 

him 1 and 'tis your Majesty alone m\» * 
can now administer the remedy." 
Otbenian to the Queen, 15 Feb. 1S87. 
(Br. Mus, Galba C. li. p. 263 M8.) 
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were fighting the eaiiie great battle aa were the Netherlandere 
agsinst Philip 11. and the Inquiaition, the valiant cavaliera of 
Danpluny and Proyence, knelt on the ground, before the 
buttle, smote their iron breasts with their mailed hands, 
uttered a Calviuiatic prayer, sang a psalm of Murot, and then 
chained upon Guise, or upon Joyeuse, under the white plume 
of the Beamese. And it was on the Calvinist weavers and 
clothiers of Rochelle that the great Prince relied in the hour 
of danger as much as on liis mountain chivalry. Id England 
too, the seeds of liberty, wrapped up in Cah-inism and hoarded 
through many trj-ing years, were at last destined to float over 
land and sea, and to bear large harvests of temperate freedom 
for great commonwealths, which were still unborn. Never- 
theless there was a growing avereion in many parts of the 
States for the rigid and intolerant spirit of the reformed 
religion. There were many men in Holland who hadalruady 
imbibed the tmo lesson — the only one worth learning of the 
reformation — liberty of thought ; but toleration in the eyes of 
the extreme Calvinistic party was as great a vice as it could 
be in the estimation of Papists. To a favoured few of otlipr 
habits of thought, it had come to be regarded as a virtue ; but 
the day was still far distant when men were to scorn the very 
word toleration as an insult to the dignity of man ; as if fur 
any human being or set of human beings, in caste, class, 
synod, or church, the right conid even in imagination be 
conceded of controlling the consciences of their fellow- 
crestores. 

But it was progress for the sixteenth century that there 
were individuals, and prominent individuals, who dared to 
proclaim liberty of conscience for all. "Williftm of Orange 
WHS a Calvinist, sincere and rigid, but he denounced idl 
oppression of religion, and opened wide the doors of the 
commonwealth to Papists, Lutherans, and Anabaplisla alike. 
The Earl of Leicester was a Calvinist, most rigid in tenet, 
most edifying of conversation, the acknowledged head of llie 
Puritan party of England, but lie was intolerant and was 
iufluenced only by the most intolerant of his sect. Certainly 
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it would have required greitt maguanimitT upon his part to 
aseiiute a friendly demeanour towards the FapietB. It is 
easier for us, in more favoured ages, to rise to the heights 
of philosophical nbetraction, than for a man placed as wutt 
Leicester, in the front rank of a mighty battle, in whicli 
the triumph of either religion seemed to require the bodily 
annihilation of all its adversariee. He believed that the 
suceeas of a Catholic conspiracy against the life of Ehzabeth 
or of a Spanisli invasion of England, would raise Mary to the 
throne and consign himself to the scaffold. He believed that 
the subjugation of the independent Netherlands would place 
the Spaniurds instantly in England, and he frequently receivi 
information, true or false, of Fojiish plotB that were 
hatching in various parts of the Provinces against the Engl 
Queen.' It was not surprising, therefore, although it 
unwise, that he should incline his car most seriously to thi 
who counselled severe measures not only against Papist;^' 
but against those who were not persecutors of Papist^:, and 
that he shoidd allow himself to be guided by adventurers, 
who wore the mask of religion only that they might plunder 
the exchequer and rob upon the highway. 

Under the administration of this extreme party, therefore, 
the Papists were maltreated, disiraucliised, banished, ai 
plundered.' The distribution of the heavy war-tazee. 



■■ May it ^eaee jow uacred Mn- 
^e*^," wrote Wilkes, " tiiero is como 
into laj hands the oopr ot a Itittil 
wrilton by tlia Priuco of PuTma to the 
Biahop of Liege, dal^d Z4th of 
luat loontli : by the wliich, among 
otLor thiugg, doQi appuoi, that thero 
ii jot nme bloody parpoBe Id hand to 
be executed npoa your Blujr-*— '- 
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puHes againit you." Wilkce to 
Quoon, 17 Doc. ISSe. (B. P. Offiw 
US.) 

It can liDTdly oxdto rarpiiBe that 
the QuGcn, rcctirinB alnuiit 0*017 
week mob iutimatiotti out of tlw 
Spanish Ncthorlunda of ettci 
against her life, ehoald dudn li> 
leverelj with Bcmiuary prical* 
their nsBociatca coining from ' 
region!. 

'Yet. Btrongnto iBv, it wae 
BucJ[hiir«t*e opinion Ibst 1 

nents of the Catholic religioiL . 

l)ut a smalt minority of tiie Dntni 
people. "For the commonwealth of 
these Proviiicefl." wrote tliat raivoy. 
" consisting of divers parts and pn>- 
fesBunu, at, namely, ProteKluiti, Piiti- 
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UtHO two-tMrdfl of which were raised iu Hullund only, was 
confided to foreigners, and regulated mainly at Utrecht, where 
not one-tenth part of the same revenue waa collected. Thio 
naturally excited the wrath of the merchants and manu- 
facturers of Holland and the other Provinces, who liked not 
that these hanl-eomed luid larishly-piid suheidiee should be 
meddled with by any but the cleaneat hands. 

The clergy, too, arrogated a direct influence in political 
aflairs. Their demonstrations were opposed by the anti- 
Leicestrians, who cored not to see a Geneva theocracy in the 
place of the vanished Papacy. They had as little reverence in 
secular affairB for Calvinistic deacons aa for the college of 
cardinals, and would aa soon accept tlio infallibility of 
SixtiiB V. aa tliat of Hcnuan Modet. The reformed clei^ 
who had disposseflsed and conflscated the property of the 
ancient ecclesiastics who once held a constitutioual place in 
the Estates of Utrecht — although many of those individuals 
were now married and had embraced the reformed religion — 
who had demolished, and sold at public auction, for 12,.iU0 
Horins,' the time-honoured cathedral where the earliest 
Cbriatians of the Netherlands had worshipped, and Ht, 



Uicir wu in truth tot religian. Iiut 
for Ouir Munfry and libtrtu only, oihI 
to roBtat tbe trrann; nf tbo SpuiianlK, 
whoMi butrtd Is ingraft in tliu lieurlK 
of ttiem mil, trhen they bIibU aee her 
HuiuBty foil In their di^ncv, will turu 
aud revolt to tho enemy,' So. &c. 
Ibid. p. 11, 13. 13 April. 1587. 

TheBB flwoepiiig Btatcments maf not 
bo strictly ikCGurale. )>ut them is iiu 
donht that Buckhiirst wiw strnck by 
this guiicml tuiil ^rocitiK fouUng i>f 
mutiffll toleration ajuong the iiclluiniitii 
to till) Toriuiu rorma of religiuii [n 
Holland, and by the iiutbi't whioli 
prompted the whole commonwcolth 
to atnke fur cirH bwI roligiouB liberty 
in one. Compare Klnit. ' Holl. StimU- 
reg,' II. ^tiO, who BtatoH UKprrait)r thut 
tho mnjority of every town snd villnp ■ 
iu tho Frovinooa woro, in Urort, faith- 
lUI lo tho Roman Cutholb religion. 

< Bor, m. xxili. 108. 



huu, AtiBbaptiiti, lUid Spaniah hearts, { 
which arc no small nnmticr. it is moat 
certain, that, dividing tlita in five ', 

KB, the ProteetaDtB luid Puritonx do 
lly eanlain even one part o/ fite ; ' 
Bltbootch. at this pTG«cnt, tlio Fru- ' 
taitaDta aud Foritaus, by liaving the ' 
nilu and KiTereiguty in their haudu, , 
do wholly waoe and command the ' 
oopbiiiis uid soldiers." Bnckhnrst to '. 
(he Qoetm. 27 May. 1587. Printed in ' 
■CtaTBjB.orMyBUiriesor9tato.'p.37. ' 
And agaiu, in a letter to Walsiiie- I 
hum, the Btone diplomatiat reniarlu 
tlutl the real object of tho revolt of 
the Netherlaodera was not to defend 
Hitii religiutu bnl their cinl fteedom, 
■nd that Catholics aud FrotcatontH 
were all united to that end. " If her 
M^orty," he said, "aboutd not only i 
Hrase tho sovi^^ty, bnl not give 
tafBdGnl aid. it i« in u mumur cf rloin 
that tho pcojile. not hti'ng Qie fifth j 
tnan a JPraittttuU, ^^^ not maging | 
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Willibrod had ministered, were roundly rebuked, on more 
thflu one occafliou, Ly the bluut Hollanders for meddling with 
matters beyond their sphere.' 



1 Bor, ni, uiu. 108. 

"There is n nonlroTerey." wrote 
Wilkes, ■' witbiD tlio lowu and pto- 
Tioce of Utrecht (Uieir ntnte being 
oampouuded of the nobility, clergy, 
and towD^ conUinitig three Beveml 
members) botween the towua tuid the 
olergj, wbom the towns bavu iulubited 
to apneat any mom in the publio 
waonblics, meuiing to cosa them 
mwD pretence that the clergy, their 
third member, ia a hindrance to their 
good proaeediugB. The nobility taktUi 
iNU't witli the clergy,aDd do not think 
It fit nor agreeable with order or 
Jnetice that one third member, inferior 
to the other two, should ti^e upon 
him to depose the Bat member, bemg 
flie clergy, without the authority of 
tiie sovereign gaieruor or the general 
Msunt of the Unioo, At the begin- 
nuig of the garboile, it waa thought 
fll by Ibia couneil to depute the Count 
Uoeura, Mone. de Heetberk, and 
Doctor Hottman, peraonB of judgment 

to hear the cootroversy and 

as they were travailing to redoue them 
to on accord, thore came a letter to 
the captains of the boui^eoisie of the 
town of Utieoht (being the principal 
movers of this disaensioD), written by 
Hr. Herle, by which they liave taken 
heart to peraat obstlnntely in tlieir 
porpose. persuading themselves that 
their jiroceedinfTS will be avowed by 



r pn . . . . „ 

MsjeBly. And albeit this letter 
' directly touch the matter. 



■U! I ean perceive, their quarre] 
Bgailiat the persons of the eccle«ii 
because they are contented that 

CnrBODs Hhall continue in their aasem- 
liea, but against the livings, which 
they mean to convert to some other 
uses. And ulthoueh, for min 
poor opinion, I tbink the c 
livings were moat fitly to be con 
lo the defence of the publie 
yet the manner of the doinE I 
should bo speedilv prevented, 
men of jud^ent hero are of o|nniaii 
that if it be not stayed, it vrill hamrd 
the loss of tlie town, and coiueqiluDtlr 
of the whole Proviuce. I am iniannra 
that the magistrates of Utrraht havo 
despatched towards my lord-eenerml 
and her Majesty one Herman Hudet, 
their chief miniiler. to acquaint tliMD 
with the matler, and to make pKut 
their proceedings. The said Modpl, 
by the report <^ U. De Villiers, Hid 
minigter mid Saisvia, a great learned 
preachor of Leyden, ii taken to b« 
the greatest mutyne in all tliese coun- 
tries : and it is avouched by them and 
others of the best oondition that be 
was the only ooreiion of the lost of 
Ghent, upon the like matter begun hj 
him within the town. The Pnuce M 
Orange, in his time, could neve 
the aamo Hodet, and, as the 
Haurice teileth me, ho did ali 
oppose himself against the era 
and deaigna of the Prince his fa 
7 thoDght it not unfit to give yun 
taste of the condition of Modet, 
canse I know that my Lord Xi 
Mr. Killigrew, and Mr. Webbe ! 
grently supported him in his bomi 
' Utrecht and it is not to be doni 



isQO^^I 

iasti«<!^H 
at th* ^H 






■, yet : 

the large pramisea he makoth in her i 
Hajeaty'e name of her absolute pnr- 
poae to embrace their cause, * avec la 
jdeine main,' as he tenoeth it, bath 
been occasion that they have uttered i i 

In pnblic speeches that the lettets of { that thry will do the like at hotn^^ 
I her Majesty's amlmaador Herb: bath Wilkos to WaUingham, Deo. S4, I ~ 

even them sufHcient hope tliat her I (8. P. Office MB.) 
ajnty will not mialilto of their | Bach lettnra, written o 
doings in going abont to banish bv a nian thoroughly acqaaintcd i 
Popery oat of &at Province, which ; Hetherland politics, and the ex 
they make to be a ahow and comite- ' rienced futliful represontatiTe of & 
nance of their dealings : but as I aw i Majesty in the atale-oounoil, viphW ■ 
jnlbnned, the most p<u^ of tliosc that the iutrij^es and the instnmienia of 
are of this clttpj, anil do hold ttie I the Leioeatrian party. It wns bj 
eccletdaatical livings are married and honest and lucid expositions lika 
Df the letigioD. And in troth, as for { thess^ that the wiilsr iwnirRd Has 
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The party of the States-General, aa oppoaedto the Leicester 
party, was guided by the statesmen of Holland. At a 
somewhat later period wag formed the States-right party, 
which claimed soTereignty for each Province, and by necessary 
consequence the hegemony throughout the confederacy, for 
Holland. At present the doctrine maintained woa that the 
soren?ignty fori'eit«d by Philip had naturally devolved uiion 
the States-Genejal. The statesmen of this party repudiated 
the calumny that it had therefore lapsed into the hands of 
half dozen medianics and men of low degree. The States 
of each Province were, they maintained, composed of nobles 
nod country-gentlemen, as representing the agricultiu-al 
interest, and of deputies from the ' vroedschappun,' or mu- 
nicipal govumments, of every city and amalleat town. 

Such men as Adrian Van der WerB", the heroic burgo- 
master of Leyden during its famous siege, John Van der 
Does, statesman, orator, soldier, poet, Adolphus Meetkerke, 
judge, floancter, politician, Carl Roorda, Noel de Caron, 
dipIoiDBtist of most signal ability, Floris Thin, Paul Buys, 
and Olden-Bameveld, with many others, who would have done 
honour to the legislative assemblies and national councils in 
any country or any age, were constantly returned as members 
of the difFerent vroedachaps in the commonwealth. 

So far from its being true then that half a dozen ignorant 
mechanics had usurped the sovereignty of the Provinces, after 
the abjuration of the Spanish King, it may be asserted in 
general terms, that of the eight himdred thousand inhabitants 
of Holland at least eight hundred person-s were always 
engaged in the administration of pubhe affairs, that these 
individuals were perpetually exchanged for others, and that 
those whose names became most prominent in the politics of 
the day were remarkable for thorough education, high talents, 
and eloquence with tongue and pen.' It was acknowledged 
by the leading statesmen of England and France, on repeated 

dtedly hatred of the Earl, and was in I 
danger of lodng his life. (Compare 
Bor and Bejd. obi np. Lo Petit, IL | 
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occasions tliroughout the sixteenth century, that the dipt) 
inatiBts and etateflmen of the Netherlanib were even mon 
than a match for any politicians who were destined to 
encounter them, and the profound resjiect which Leiceet/r 
expressed for these solid statesmen, these " substantial, wise, 
well-languaged " men, these " big fellows," so soon as lie 
came in contact with them, and before he began to hat« them 
for outwitting him, has already appeared. They were gene- 
rally men of the jieople, born witliout any of the accidents 
fortune ; but the leaders had studied in the common scbi 
and lat*r in the noble miiversiticB of a land where 
learned and eloquent was fast becoming almost a^ great 
honour as to be wealthy or higli bom. 

The executive, the legislative, and the judiciary de] 
ments were more carefully and scii^ntifically separated tl 
cfluld perhaps have been expected in tliat age. The h 
mimicipal courts, in which city-senators presided, 
subordinate to the supreme court of Holland, whose < 
were appointed by the stadboldera and council ; the su] 
were in the hands of the States-Provincial, and the supi 
administrative authority was confided to a stadholder appoi 
by the States. 

The States-General were constituted of similar materitJff 
to those of which the States-Provincial were constructed, and 
the same individuals were generally prominent in both. 
They were deputies appointed by the Provincial Estates, wi 
in truth rather more like diplomatic envoys than senal 
were generally bound very strictly by instructious, and 
often obliged, by the jealousy springing from the Statea-rigM 
principle, to refer to their constituents, on questions when 
the times demanded a sudden decision, and when the necessary 
delay was inconvenient and dangerous. 

In religious matters, the States-party, to their honour, 
already leaned to a wide toleration. Not only Catholics were 
not burned, but they were not banished, and very h 
numbers remained in the territory, and were quite nndisturl 
in religious matters, within their own doors. There 
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even men employed in public aCfairs wlio were Huapectt^d of 
paputical tendeacies, altbougli their hostility to Spain ami 
their attachment to their native land could not fairly bo 
disputed. The leaders of the Statea-party had a rooted 
aversion to any political influence on the part of tlie clergy 
of any denomination whatever. Disposed to be lenient to all 
forms of woretiip, they were disinclined to au established 
fhorch, but stilJ more opposed to allowing church-influence 
ia secular afTairs. As a matter of course, political men with 
such bold views in religious matters were bitterly assailed 
by their rigid opponents. Earneveld, with his "nil siure 
tutisslma fidee," was denounced as a dia^iised Catholic or an 
infidel, and as for Paul Buys, he was a " bolsterer of Papists, 
au atheist, a devil," as it h&n long since been made manifest. 

Neverthcleas these men believed that they understood the 
spirit of their eountiy and of the age. In encouragement to 
an expanding commerce, the elevation and education of the 
maaees, the toleration of all creeds, and a wide distribution of 
political functions and rights, they looked for the salvation of 
their nascent republic from destruction, and the maintenance 
of the troe interests of the people. They were still loyal to 
Queen Elizabeth, and desirous that she should accept the 
sovereignty of the Provinces. But they were determined 
that the sovereignty should he a constitutional one, founded 
upon and limited by the time-honoured laws and traditions 
of their commonwealth ; for they recognised the value of a 
free republic with an hereditary chief, however anomalous 
it might in tlieory appear. They knew that in Utrecht 
the Leicestrian party were about to offer the Queen the 
aoTerdguty of their Province, vitftout amditions, but they 
WOT© determined that neither Queen Elizabeth nor any other 
monarch should ever reign in the Netherlands, extxpt under 
conditions to be very accurately defined and well secured. 

Thna contrasted, then, were the two great parties in the 
Netherlands, at the conclusion of Leicester's ilrst year of 
administration. It may easily be understood that it wa« not 
an auspicious moment to leave the country without a chief. 
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The Btrength of the States-party lay in Holland, Zeelaat 
Friesland. The main stay of the democratic or Leit-est 
faction was in the city of Utrecht, but the Earl had many 
partizana in Gelderland, Friesland, and in Overyssel, the 
capital of which Province, the wealthy and thriving Deventer, 
second only in the republic to Amsterdam for commercial 
Bnd political importance, had been but recently secured for 
the Provinces by the vigoroua measures of Sir William 
Pelham. 

The condition of the republic and of the Spanish Provino* 
was, at that moment, most signally contrasted. If the edec 
of despotism and of liberty could ever be exhibited at | 
single glance, it was certainly only necessary to look for I 
moment at the picture of the obediont and of the rebt 
Netherlands. 

Since the fall of Antwerp, tlie desolation of Brab« 
Flanders, and of the Walloon territories had become c 
plete. The King had recovered the great commercial 
capital, but its commerce was gone. Tho Scheldt, wliicb, till 
recently, had been the chief mercantile river in the world, 
had become as barren as if its fountains Had suddenly dried 
np. It was as if it no longer flowed to the ocean, for its 
mouth was controlled by Flushing. Thus Antwerp was 
imprisoned and paralyzed. Its docks and basins, where 
2500 ships had once been counted, were empty, grass was 
growing in its streets, its industrious population had i 
and the Jesuits had returned in swarms. And the i 
Bpectaele was presented by Ghent, Bniges, Valencieni 
Toumay, and those other fair cities, which had once I 
types of vigorous industry and tumultuous life. Tho sea-coa 
was in the hands of two rising commercial powers, 
great and free commonwealths of the future. Those powers 
were acting in concert, and commanding the traffic of tlie 
world, while the obedient Provinces were exclude<l from all 
foreign iutercoui'se and all markets, as the rt-eull of their 
obedience. Commerce, manufactures, agriculture, were dying 
lingering deaths. The thrifty farms, orchards, and gardens, 
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wHch had beeu a proverb and wonder of industry were 
becoming wildernesses. The demand for their produce by 
the opulent and tfiriving cities, which had been the work- 
shops of the world, was gone. Foraging bands of Spanish 
end Italian mercenaries had succeeded to the famous tramp 
of the artizans and mechanics, which had often been likened 
to an army, but these new customers were less profitable to the 
gardeners and farmers. The clothiers, the fullers, the tapestry- 
workers, the weavers, the cutlers, had all wandered away, and 
the cities of Holland, Priealand, and of England, were growing 
skilful and rich by the lessons and the industry of the exiles 
to whom they afforded a home. There were villages and 
small towns in the Spanish Netherlands that had been literally 
depopulated. Large districts of country had gone to waste, 
and cane-brakes and squalid morasses usurped the place of 
yellow hanest- fields. The fox, the wild boar, and the wolf, 
infested the abandoned homes of the peasantry; children 
could not walk in safety in the neighbourhood even of the 
larger cities; wolves littered their young in the deserted 
farm'hooses; two hundred persons, in the winter of 1586-7, 
were devoured by wild beasts in the outskirts of Glient.' 
Such of the remaining labourers aud artizans as had not been 
converted into soldiers, found their most profitable employ- 
ment as brigands, so that the portion of the population 
spared by war and emigration was assisting the enemy in 
prejTng upon their native country. Brandschatzung, burglaiy, 
high way -robbery, and murder, had become the cliief branches 
of industry among the working classes. Nobles and wealthy 
burghers hud been changed to paupers and mendicants. 
Many a family of ancient lineage, and once of large posses- 
sions, could be seen begging then- bread, at the dusk of 
evening, in the streets of great cities, where they had once 
exercised luxurious hospitality; and they often begged in 
vain.^ 

' Boi, n. uii. 981, 985, Heteren, I "The bedateods of tbe abandoDud 
liT. 253. Boofd, Vervolgh. 251, oottages," Bays Metcreu, " BWarmed 
Wsgenur, viii 224. 225, Van Wyn witb little wolveB." abi tap. 
Of Wagen. viii. 67. | ■ Bor, Metaien, Hoofil, Wogetuwr. 
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For while audi was fbe forlorn aspect of the country — and 
the portrait, faithfully sketched from many contemporary 
pictaree, has not been exaggerated in any of its dark details — 
a great famine smote the land with its additional ecom^. 
The whole population, soldierB and brigands, Spaniards and 
rieminga, beggars and workmen, were in danger of perishing 
together. Where the want of emplojTnent had been so 
great as to cause a rapid depopulation, where the demand 
for labour had almost entirely ceased, it was a necessary 
result, that, during the process, prices should be low, even 
in the presence of foreign soldiery, and despite the inflamed 
profits, which snch capitalists as remained required, by way 
not only of profit but insurance, in such troublous times. 
Accordingly, for the last year or two, the price of rye at 
Antwerp and Brussels had been oue florin for the veertel 
(three buijhels) of one hundred and twenty pounds ; that of 
wheat, about one third of a florin more. Five pounds of rye, 
therefore, were worth one penny sterling, reckoning, as was 
then usual, two shillings to the florin. A pound weight of 
wheat was worth about one farthing.^ Yet this was forty-one 
years after the discovery of the mines of Poloei (a.d. 1o45), 
and full sixteen years after the epoch, &om which is dated 
that rapid fall in the value of silver, which in the course of 
seventy years, caused the average price of com and of all 
other commodities, to be tripled or even quadrupled. At 
that very moment the average cost of wheat in England was 
sixty-four shillings the quarter, or about seven and sixpence 
sterhng the bushel,' and in the markets of Holland, which in 



' A contemporary cbroojcler luu 
preseired a. droll int^e; of prices ui 
Uiu NetlierloiKU in tlia year 1M8, but 
one whicli, if accontte, fumishee a 
•trildug imitaDco of tku low moneT- 



valiutioii of tiie Torioiu 



life, betoru Uia gri.'at revolutiua 
rtSae of ailicr had bcguii. For uuo 
knndroU Mid >ix^ tLoiita (161.) tliere 
wxrv bought n la^t (108 Ijiutbols. or 80 
biuli*la BuuIIbIi] at whuat, » iaet of 
ryt^ ■ Ittrt M bsncgr, s bat of oat^ a 



quarter htmdrod-weighl of bntter, 300 
pounda uf lard, one huodred cLetsei, 
u doublet. D pair of ahoe«, a boiinet. 
a bat;, a bamu of exccUcut beei, and 
there were as. stuyvers orei for drink- 
muney. "And let thij acrve as a 
memorial." lie pioiuly obaerrea, "of 
how mui^b the wrath of God iind liow 
muvh bii benigiilly can du for la.'' 
Mot.xiT.a53. 

' Tables in UocCulloch'ti ixlitiuu of 
Adam Smith, p. 117. 
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truth regulated all others, the same prices prevailed.' A 
bushel of wheat in Eugland was equal therefore to eight 
bushels in Brussels. 

Thus the silver mines, which were the Spanish King's 
property, had produced their effect everywhere more signally 
tliaa withiu his obedient Provincea, The South American 
specie fotind its way to Philip's coffers, thence to the pay- 
masters of his troops in Flanders, and thence to the com- 
mercial centres of Holland and England. Those countries, 
first to feel and obey the favourable expanding impulse of 
the age, were moving surely and steadily on before it to 
greatness. Prices were rising with unexampled rapidity, the 
precious metals were comparatively a drug, a world-wide 
commerce, snch as had never been dreamed of, had become 
an every-day concern, the arts and sciences and a most 
generous culture in famous schools and universities, which 
had been founded in the midst of tumult and bloodshed, 
characterized the republic, and the golden age of Englisli 
poetry, which was to make the Elizabcthaa era famous tlirough 
all time, Iiad already begun. 

In the Spanish Netherlands the newly-found treasure 
served to pay the only labourers required in a subjugated and 
almost deserted country, the pikcmen of Spain and Italy, and 
the reiters of Germany. Prices could not sustain themselves 
in tile face of depopulation. Where there was no security for 
property, no home-markot, no foreign intercourse, industrial 
pursuits had become almost impossible. The small demand 
for labour hod caused it, as it were, to disappear altogether. 
All men had become beggars, brigands, or soldiers. A 
temporary reaction followed. There were no producers. 
Suddenly it was discovered that no com had been planted, 
and that there was no harvest. A famine was the inevitable 



whuat about one-third more, say eleven- 
pcuce. or aeyea tad foiupenuo fur tlio 
quarter (eiKlitbiiiheIdJ,aboutaneigbtli 
or niuth of the price in Eugtaud anil 
UoUiuid. 



' Bor, Mettreii. A veortot is oboul 
lUruc budheln. A Qurin was then 
atmys reckoaed at two ahiUingg etur- 
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reenlt. Prices then rose with most frightful rapidity. The 
veertel of rye, which in the previous year had heen worth 
one florin at Brussels and Antwerp, rose in the winter of 
1586-7 to twenty, twenty-two, and even twenty-four florinB; 
and wheat advanced from one and one-third florin to thirtj- 
two florins tlie veertel.' Other articles were proportionally 
intireased in market-value ; but it is worthy of remark tliat 
mutton was quoted in the midst of this famine at nine stuyvers 
(a b'ttle more than nine pen^e sterling) the pound, and bet'f 
at Jive pence, while a single cod-fish sold for twenty-two 
florins.^ Thus wheat was worth sixpence sterling the pound 
weight (reckoning tlie veertel of one hundred and twenty 
pounds at thirty florins), which was a penny more than the 
price of a pound of beef; while an ordinary fish was equal in 
value to one hundred and six pounds of beef. No better 
evidence could be given that the obedient Provinces were 
relapsing into barbarism, that the only agricultural industry 
then practised was to allow what flocks and herds were 
remaining to graze at will over the ruined farms and 
gardens, and that their fishermen were excluded &om ths 



The evil cured itself, however, and, before the expiratiaii 
of another yew, prices were again at their previous level* 
The land was sufBciently cultivated to furnish the necessaries 
of life for a diminishing population, and the supply of labour 
was more than enough for the languishing demand. \Vheat 
was again at ten-pence the bushel, and other commodities 
valued in like proportion, and far below the market-prices in 
Holland and England.^ 

On the other hand, the prosperity of the republic was 
raijjdly increasing. Notwithstanding the war, which had 
been raging for a terrible quarter of a century without i 
interruption, population was increasing, property 



' Bur, Heteran, Hoirfd, ubi lup. A 
lout of rye u quoted by Mobiruu (liT. 
2Sy'°) a,t 800 borila. A last u equal 
lu W biubolH, Engliah lueuiire. Tliu 
ii just tun Soriiia,oroacp<iuiidBtcrliDg, . 



the biubel for rjc, uid ono-third m 

or ttrant;-*eveii abillings — that ii 
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advanciDg in value, labour io active demotid. Famine was 
impossible to & state which commanded the ocean. No com 
grew in Holland and Zeeland, but their ports were the 
granary of tJie world. The Haheries were a mine of wealth 
almofit equal to the famous Potosi, with which the comineroial 
world was iheu ringing. Their commerce with the Baltic 
nations was enormous. In one month eight hundred vessels 
left their havens for the eastern ports alone. There was also 
no doubt whatever — and the circumstance was a source of 
constant complaint and of frequent inefiective legislation — 
that the rebellious Prorinces were driving a most profitable 
trade with Spain and the Spanish possessions, in spite of their 
revolutionary war. The mines of Pt;ru and Mexico were as 
fertile for the Hollanders and Zeelanders as for the Spaniards 
themselves. The war paid for the war, one hundred large 
frigates were constantly cruising along the coasts to protect 
the fast-growing traflic, and au army of twenty thousand foot- 
Boldiers and two thousand cavalry were maintained on land. 
There were more ships and sailors at that moment in Holland 
and Zeeland than in the whole kingdom of England.' 

While the sea-ports were thus rapidly increasing in 
importance, the towns in the interior were advancing as 
Btfeadily. The woollen manufacture, tlie tapestry, the em- 
broideries of Gelderlaud, and Friealand, and Overyssel, were 
becoming as famous as had been those of Tournay, Tpres, 
Enissels, and Valenciennes. The emigration from the 
obedient Provinces and from other countries was very great. 
it was difficult to obtain lodgings in the principal cities ; new 
houses, new streets, new towns, were rising every day. The 
single Province of Holland furnished regularly, for war- 
expenses alone, two millions of florins (two hundred thousand 
pounds) a year, besides frequent extraordinary grants for the 

' Six jfan Intei it wdb oaierted by that hardlg any eontparimm eoutd be 
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same purpose, yet the burthen imposed ajwii the vigorous 
young commonwealth seemed only to make it the more 
elastic. " The coming generations may see," says a contem- 
porary historian, " the fortificationg erected at that epoch m 
the citiee, the costly and magnificent havens, the docks, the 
great extension of the cities ; for truly the war Had become a 
great henedictum to the inhabitants." ' 

Such a prosperous commonwealth as this was not a prize 
to he lightly thrown away. There is no doubt what€ver that 
a large majority of the inhabitants, and of the States by 
whom the people were represented, ardently and affectionately 
desired to be annexed to the English crown. Leicester had 
become unpopular, but Elizabeth was adored, and there was 
nothing unreasonable in the desire entertained by the Pro- 
vinces of retaining their ancient constitutions, and of trans- 
ferring their allegiance to the English Queen. 

But the English Queen could not resolve to take the step. 
Although the great tragedy which waa swiftly approaching 
ils inevitable catastrophe, the execution of the Scottish Queen, 
was to make peace with Philip impossible — even if it were 
imaginable before — Elizabeth, daring the year 1587, waa 
earnestly bent on peace. This will be made manifest in sub- 
sequent pages, by an examination of the secret correspond- 
ence of the court. Her most sagacious statesmen disapproved 
her course, opposed it, and were often overruled, olthoDgh 
never convinced ; for her imperious will would have its way. 

The States-General loathed the very name of peace with 
Spain. The people loathed it. All knew that peaee with 
8pain meant the exchange of a thriving prosperous common- 
wealth, with freedom of religion, constitutional liberty, anil 
Belf-govemment, for provincial subjection to the iuqnisition 
and to despotism. To dream of any concession from Philip 
on the religious point was ridiculous. There was a mirror 
ever held up before their eyes by the obedient Provinces, in 
which they might see their own image, should they too i 
turn to obeilionce. And there was never a pretence, < 
' Hotoren ii», BSS'". 
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part of any honest adviser of Queen Elizabeth in the Nether- 
lands, whether Englishman or HuUauder, that the idea of 
peace-negotiation could be tolerated for a moment by States 
or people. Yet the sum of the Queen's policy, for the year 
1587, may be summed up in one word — peace ; peace for the 
ProTOices, peace for herself, with their implacable euemy. 

In France, during the same year of expectation, we shall 
see the long prologue to the tragic and memorable 1588 
slowly enacting; the same triangular contest between the 
three Henrys and their partizans irtill proceeding. We shall 
see the misguided and wretched Valois lamenting over hia 
virtorieB, and rejoicing over hia defeat* ; forced into hollow 
alliance with his deadly enemy ; arrayed in arras against hia 
only protector and the true champion of the realm ; and 
straggling vainly in the toils of hia own mother and hia own 
secretary of state, leagued with his most powerful foes. We 
shall see ' Mucio,' with one hand extended in mock friend- 
ship toward tlie King, and with the other thrust backward to 
grasp tlie purse of 300,000 crowns held tbrth to aid his fellow- 
conspirator's dark designs against their common victim ; and 
the B&imeae, ever with lance in rest, victorious over the 
wrong antagonist, foiled of the fruits of victory, proclaiming 
MmBelf the English Queen's devoted knight, but railing at her 
parsimony ; always in the saddle, always triumphant, always a 
beggar, always in love, alwaj's cheerful, aud always confident to 
outwit the Guises and Philip, Parma and the Pope. 

And in Spain we shall have occasion to look over the King's 
shoulder, as he sita at his study-table, in hia most sacred re- 
tirement; and we shall find his policy for the year 1587 
summed up in two words — invasion of England. Sincerely 
and ardently as Elizabeth meant peace with Philip, just so 
einrerely did Phihp intend war with England, and the de- 
thronement and destruction of the Queen. To this great 
design all others were now subservient, and it was mainly on 
account of this determination that there was sufficient leisure 
in the republic for the Leicestrians and the States-Genera! 
to fight out so Uiorouglily their [wrty-contests. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Bameveld'B Influenea in the ProviitceB — Unpopularitj of Leiccdter — 
latrigacB of liia Soivonte — Qoaaip of hiB Secretary — Ita migchieTom 
Effects — The Quarrel uf Nonia and UoUock — The EuI'b Putidpftliao 
in the Affair — His inorc«»eJ Animosity to Norris — Seizure of DeTentcr 

— Stanley appoiDlud ite Qoveniur — York aadStuulej — Leicoster's secret 
Inslructioiu — Willces remoiutmtea wtUi Stanley — Stanley's losoleaoe and 
Equivocation — Painful Rnmours as to him and York — DuplioiQr of Yoik 

— Stanley's Banquet at Deventer — He surroDdors the City to TassJtt — 
Terms of the Bargain — Feeblo Defeace of Stanlay'B Cundact — Subsequent 
Pate of Stanley and York — Betrayal of Gidder to Ponna — These Ttmmot 
cast Odinm on the English — Mtaerabla Plight of the English Troop* — 
Honesty and Energy uf WiUies — Indignant Discoasion in the Auetnbly. 

The government had not been laid down by Leicester on hia 
departure. It had been provisionaHy delegated, as already 
meutioued, to the atate-council. In this body — consisting of 
eighteen persona — originally appoijited by the Earl, on no-^ 
mination by the States, several members were friendly 1 
the governor, and others were violently opposed to him. 
States of HolUind, by whom the action of the States-Genei 
was mainly controlled, were influenced in their action by Bnyi 
aiid Barneveld. Young Maurice of Nassau, nineteen years a 
age, was stadholder of Holland ard Zeeland. A florid c 
plexioued, faii^baired young man, of sanguine-bilious I 
pcrament; reserved, quiet, reflective, singularly 8elf-possessed(J 
meriting at that time, more than his father had ever done, 
the appellation of tlje taciturn; discreet, sober, stndious. 
" Count Mauric« aaith but little, but I cannot tell what ha 
thinketh," wrote Leicester's eavea-dropper-iu-chie£.' Ma- 
thematics, fortification, the science of war — these were his 
daily pursuits. " The sapling was to become the tree," and 
meantime the youth was preparing for (be great destiny 
which, he felt, lay before him. To pouder over the works and 
the daring conceptions of Stevinus, to build up and to batt«r 
the wooden blocks of mimic citadels ; to arrauge, in countless 
■ Otbemac to Leioerter. (.Drit Mua. Galba, 0. iL 216, 1 Feb. 1587. M3.) 
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combinatioiiB, great armies of pewter soldiers ; these were 
the occupations of Lis leisure-hours. Yet he was hardly sus- 
pected of bearing within him the germs of the great military 
commaDder. " Small desire hath Count Maurice to follow 
the wars," said one who fancied himself an aeute observer at 
exactly this epoch. " And whereas it might be supposed that 
in respect of his birth and place, he would affect the chief 
military command in these countries, it is found by experience 
had of hit humour, that there m jm> chance of hi» entering into 
competition with the others," ' A modest young man, wlio 
could bide his time — but who, meanwhile, under the guidance 
of liis elders, was doing his best, both in field and cabinet, to 
learn the great lesaoua of the i^e — he had already enjoyed 
much solid practiral instruction, imder such a desperate 
fighter as Hohenlo, and imder so profound a statesman as 
Bameveld. For at this epoch Olden-Barueveld was the pre- 
ceptor, almost the political patron of Maurice, and Maurice, 
the ufllicial head of the Holland party, was the declared 
opponent of the democratic-Calvinist organization, It is not 
necessary, at this early moment, to foreshadow the chanpes 
which time was to bring. Meantime it would be seen, per- 
haps ere long, whether or no, it would be his humour to 
follow the wars. As to hia prudent and dignified deportment 
there was little doubt. " Count Maurice behaveth himself very 
discreetly all this while," wrote one, who did not love him, to 
Leicester, who loved him less : " He cometh every day to the 
council, keepcth no company with Count Hollock, nor with 
any of them all, and never drinks himself full with any of 
tiiem, as they do every day among themselves," ^ 

Certainly the most profitable intercourse that Maurice 
could enjoy with Hohenlo was upon the battle-field. In 
wiatt^r-quiu-ters, that hard-fighting, hard-drinking, and must 
turbulent chieftain, was not the best Mentor for a youlh 
whose destiny pointed him out as the leader of a free com- 
monwealth. After the campaigns were over — if they ever 
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could be over — the Count and other nobles from the Btime 
country were too apt to indulge in those mighty potations, 
which were rather characteristic of their nation and the age. 

" Since your Excellency's departure." wrote Leicester's 
secretary, " there hath been tunong the Dutch Counts nothing 
but dancing aud drinking, to the grief of all this people, wliich 
foresee that tlicre can come no good of it. Specially Count 
Hollock, who hath been drunk almost a fortnight t<^ther." ' 

Leicester had rendered himself impopiilar with tlie States- 
General, and with all the leading politicians aud generals ; 
yet, at that moment, he had deeply mortgaged his English 
estates in order to raise funds to exfiend in th(^ Netherlaiid 
cause. Thirty thousand pounds sterling — according to his 
own statamcnt — he was already out of pocket, and, unless 
the Queen would advance him the means to redeem his pro- 
perty, his broad lands were to be brought to the hammer,' 
But it was the Queen, not the States-General, who owed the 
mouey ; for the Earl had adranced these sums as a portion 
of the royal contingent. Five hundred and sixty thooaand 
pounds sterling had been the cost of one year'a war during 
the English governor's administration ; and of this sum one 
hundred and forty thousand had been paid by England.^ 
There was a portion of tlie siun, over and above their monthly 
levies, for which the States had contracted a debt, and they 
were extremely desirous to obtain, at that moment, an addi- 
tional loan of fifty thousand pounds irom Elizabeth ; a favour 
which Elizabeth was very firmly determined not to grunt. It 
WH8 this terror at the expense into wliich the Netherland vt&i 
was plunging her, which made the English sovereign so 
desirous for peace, and filled the anxious mind of Walsingham 
with the most painful forebodings, 

■- Olbcman to LciccBler, TJiui, 1587. I mortgogea above written aro put rp- 
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Leicester, in spite of Ma good qualities — eueh as they wero 
— hod not that most necessary gift for a man in his position, 
the art of making friends. No man mode so many enemies. 
He was an excellent hater, and few men have been moro 
cordially hated in return. He was imperions, insolent, hot- 
tempered. He could brook no equal. He had also the fatal 
defect of enjoying the flattery of his inferiors in station. 
Adroit intriguers burned inccnso to him as a god, and em- 
ployed him as their tool. And now he had mortally offended 
Hohenlo, and Bnys, and Bameveld, while he hated Sir John 
Norris with a most passionate bati-ed. Wilkes, the English 
representative, was already a special object of liis aversinti. 
The unvarnished statementA made by the stiil' coiuisellor, of 
the expense of the past year's administration, and the various 
errors committed, bad inspired Leicester with such ferocioiLS 
resentment, that the friends of Wilkes trembled for his lil'u,' 



• " It is generally brniled Lero," I 
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cmt na tlint he bath protostcd to 
be rcTMiged of jou ; and to procure 
^tm ilie more enemies, it is said iio 
liBtb nsvealed to my Lord Treasurur, 
and SeoretaiY DaTiwui aome iujurious 
fpeecbrs (which I cannot report) you 
riioulil iiHTe used of them to him at 
jaiu taut being witli him. Furthti- 
more aome of the said Lord's sDcrtlaries 
baTO reported here that it were good ' 
for ytm never to return hither, or, if ■ 
their Lord be appointed to go orer j 
tguiu it will be too hot for 7011 to 
tarn there. These things thug coming 
to the cars of jour friends have Btrickcn 
a gnat fear and grief into the miiids 
of flueh as loTe jou, lest the wonderful 
force and aathority of this man being 
bent against you, should do you hurt, 
whila there is none to nnswfr for you." 
Smitb to Wilkes, 26 Jan. i:>8T. (S. P. 
Office MS.) 

WQkea immediately wrote to Lord 
Bntgfalej, indignantly denying that he 
hod ever spoken disrcspeetfulljr or iu- 
jnrioiviiy of him, as thus meanly re- 
ported uf biiTi by Leicester. 

** I do briefly assure your Lordship," 



he B»id, " which I will ftfow with mine 
oath upon the Holy TesUment, (hat I 
am therein as falsely and injuriously 
abused as ever was poor man, and, 
upon that protostution. I utterly deny 
that ever I advised my Lord (o btwnra 
of your Lordsliip, or of any comisellor 
at your devoiiun, or that I ever used 
anb> him, 01 to any creatoio living, 
any vile, uncivil, lewd, or undutiful 
term of jour Lonlsliip. I trust in the 
observation jou have made of my con- 
versation, serving her Majesty a dozen 
years under jour wing, (lid never see 
that I was so indiscreet as to speak 
irreverentlj of men of your Lordsliip's 
place, and I hope yon have not fouod 
me so foolish as by snch lightness to 
draw mjself into the hatred of so great 
personages, to overtlirow mjtelT nit- 
fully. I thank Ood I was never so 
mad, and I might spisk it without 
vaunt, that there was no man in court 
of my sort that bad moro good-will of 
high and low than niytcir before the 
oceeptauce of this eiuwid and onfur- 
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Cordiality between the governor-general and Couot MaTuiefl 
had become imiwesible. jVs for Willoughby and Sir Williant 
Pelhitm, tbey were both friendly to him, but Willoughby v 
a magnificent cavalry oIBcer, who detested politics, and c 
little for the Ni-therlands, except as the best battle-field Okm 
Europe, and the old marshal of the camp — the only t 
Leicester ever loved — was growing feeble in health, 
broken down by debt, and hardly possessed, or wished for, ann 
general influence. 

Besides Deventer of Utrecht, then, on whom the ] 
chiefly relied durbg his absence, there were none to suppc 
him cordially, except two or three members of the state- 
oounciL " Madame do Brederode hath sent unto you a kind 
of rose," said his intelligencer, "' which you have ashed for, 
and beseeches you to command anything she lias in I 
garden, or wheresoever. M, Meetkerke, M. Bredetode, e 
Mr, Dorius, wish your return with all their hearts. For t 
rest I cannot tell, and will not swear. But Mr. Bamevel 
is not your very great friend, whereof I can write no more akS 
this time." ' 

This certainly was a small proportion out of a council ( 
eighteen, when all the leading politicians of the country wb« 
in avowed hostility to the governor. And thus the Earl v 
at this most important crisis, to depend upon the subtle i 
dangerous Deventer, and upon two inferior personages, t 
" fellow Junius " ' and a non-deecript, whom Hohetdo chi 
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ractenzed aa a "long lean Englislunaii, with a little blant- 
beard." ' .This meagre individual however seems to have boen 
of somewhat doubtful nationality. He called himself Othe- 
tnan, claimed to be a Frenchman, had lived much in Eng- 
land, wrote with great fluency and spirit, both in French and 
^English, but was said, in reality, to be Damed Kobert I'ale.* 

It was not the best policy for the representative of the 
Eoglish Queen to trust to such counsellors at a moment when 
the elements of strife between Holland and England were 
actively at work ; and when the safety, almost the existence, 
of the two commonwealths depended upon their acting cor- 
dially in concert. " Overj^sel, Utrecht, Friesland, and Gel- 
derland, have agreed to renew the offer of sovereignty to her 
Majesty," said Leicester. " I shall be able to make a better 
report of their love and good inclination than I can of Hol- 
land."^ It was thought very dtairable by the English govern- 
ment that this great demonstration sliould K* made once 
more, whatever might be the ultimate decision of her Majesty 
upon K) momentous a measure. It seemed proper that a 
solemn embassy should once more proceed to England in 
order to confer with Elizabeth ; bnt there was much delay in 
regard to the step, and much indignation, in consequence, on 
the j»art of tlie EarL llie opposition came, of course, irora 
the iiameveld party. " They are in no great haste to offer 
the sovereignty," said Wiltes, " First some towns of Hol- 
land made bones thereot, and now they say that Zeeland is not 
resolved." ' 

The natare and the causes of the opposition offered by 
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Berrioea here," WJlVea to WalBtng. 
hain, 19 JoD. 1587. (ti. F. OIHue US.) 
• Wilkos to LeicniLi.T, 24 Dec. 1586. 
[S. P. Omce HB.l 



112 



THE UNITED NETHERLANDS. 



COAP. XT 



Bameveld aud the States of HoUand have been snfficienl 
explained. Buys, maddened by hia long and unjustifiable 
prisonment, had just been released by the express desire of 
Hoheulo ; and that unruly chieftain, who g^uided the German 
aud Dutch magnates, such as Moeurs and Overstein, and who 
even much influenced Maurice and hia cousin Count Lewis 
William, was himself governed by Bameveld. It would have 
been far from impossible for Leicester, even then, to conciliate 
the whole party. It was highly desirable that he should do 
80, for not one of the Provinces where he boasted his strength 
was quite secure for England. Count Moeurs, a potent and 
wealthy noble, was governor of Utrecht and Gelderland, and 
he had already begun to favour the party in Holland which 
claimed for that Province a legal jurisdictioa over the wh( 
ancient episcopate. Under these circumstances common 
dence would have BUggeeted that as good an understanding 
possible might be kept up with the Dutch and German coi 
and that the breach might not be rendered quite irreparaWi 

Yet, as if there had not been administrative blunt 
enough committed in one year, the unlucky lean English] 
with the black beard, who waa the Earl's chief representati 
con trived^al most before his master's back was turned- 
draw upon himsalf the wrath of all the fine la^liea in Holh 
That thia should be the direful spring of unutterable dii 
social and political, was easy to foretell. 

Just before the governor's departure Otheman came to poy 
his farewell respects, and receive liia last commands. Ho 
found Leicester seated at chess with Sir Francis Drake, 

" I do leave you hero, my poor Otheman," said the Earl, 
" but BO soon as 1 leave you I know very well that nobody 
will give you a good look." ' 

" Your Excellency was a true prophet," wrote the secret 
a few weeks later, " for, my good Lord, 1 havo been in 
great danger of my life as ever inao was, I have been huni 
at Delft from house to house, aud then besieged in my 1( 

■ Othemiiti to LeiccsU-i, 29 Jan. 1587. (B. P. Ofllce H 
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Bga four or five hours, as though I had been the greatest 
thief, murderer, and traitor in the land." 

And why was the unfortunate Otheman thua hunted to liis 
lair? Because he had chosen to indulge in gcandalum mat/- 
Motum, and bad thereby excited the frenzy of all the great 
nobles whom it was most important for the English party to 
cwnciliate. 

There had been gossip about the Princess of Chimay and 
one Calvaert, who lived in her house, much against the a<ivice 
of all her best friends. One day she complained bitterly to 
Starter Otheman of the spiteful ways of the world. 

" 1 protest," said she, " that 1 am the unbappiest lady upon 
earth to have my name thus called in question." ' 

So said Otheman, in order to comfort her : " Your Highness 
is aware that such things are said of all. I am sure 1 hear 
ever; day plenty of speeches about lords and ladies, queens 
and pnuceases. You have little cause to trouble yourself 
for such matters, being known to live honestly and like a 
good Christian lady. Your Ilighnees is not the only lady 
spoken of." 

'llie Princess listened with attention. 

■* Think of the gt<met ahout the Queen of England and my 
hard of Leicegier ! " ' said Otheman, with infinite tact, " Ko 
pemon ta exempted Irom the tongues of evil speakers ; but 
virtuous and godly men do pnt all such fijolish matter under 
their feet Then there is the Oountegg of Momrs, how much 
evil talk does one hear about her ! " 

The Princess seemed still more interested and even excited ; 
and the adroit Otlieman having tlius, as be imagined, very 
sucoessfully smoothed away her anger, went off to have a 
httle more harmless gossip about the Princess and the 
Countess, with 5ta<lame de Meetkerke, who had sent Leicester 
the roee from her garden. 

But, no sooner had he gone, tliau away went her Highness 

' OUidnan to Iiciocater. last cited. [ Leicester friim his own ^eereUaj, thp8o 
' iHA—tMidem rrrbii. It U aome- Bllnaioni to the "ocandftl about Queen 
wlial luniudng to find, in u Icttet lo | Elizabeth." 

L 2 
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to Madame de Moeiirs, " a marvellous wise and well-Bpiiken 
gentlewoman and a grave," ' and infonued her and the Conut, 
with some trifling exaggeration, that tlie vile Englishman, 
secretary to the odious I^eicester, had just been there, abiioing 
and calumniating the Countess in most lewd and abomin- 
able Eaaliion. He had also, she protested, used " very evil 
BIJeeehes of all the ladies in the country." ' For her own part 
the Princess avowed her detemunation to have liira instantly 
murdered.^ Count Moenrs was quite of the same miad, and 
desired nothijig better than to be one of his cxocutionern. 
Accordingly, the next Sonday, when the babbling secretary 
had gone down to Delft to hp^ir the French sermon, a select 
party, consisting of Moenrs, Lewis William of Nfissau, Count 
Overatein, and others, set forth for that city, laid violent 
hands on the culprit, and brought him bodily Imfore Princess 
Chimay. There, being called njMjn to explain his innucndos. 
he fell into much trepidation, and gave the names of several 
English captain.';, whom lie supposed to be at tliat time in 
England. " For if I had denied the whole matt*>r," said he, 
" they would have given me the He, and used me according 
to their evil mind." ' Upon this they relented, and released 
their prisoner, but, tlie next day, they made another attack 
upon him, hunted him from house to house, through the whole 
city of Delft, and at last drove him to earth in his own lodg- 
ings, where they kept him besieged several hours. Through 
the intercession of Wilkes and the authority of the council 
of state, to which body he succeeded in conveying ioformation 
of bis dangerous predicament, he was, in his own language, 
" miraculously preserved," although remaining still in daily 
danger of his Ufa " I pray God keep me hereafter from the 
anger of a woman," he exclaimed, " quia non est ira supra 
iram mulicris."' 

He was immediately examined before the council, and s 
ceeded in clearing and justifying himself to the satisfaction a 
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his firiends. His part was afterwards takea by the councillore, 
l>y all the preachers imd godly men, aud by the university of 
Ijcydeu. But it was well undersUwd that the blow aod tlie 
afl'roDt had beeji levelled at the Engh'sh goTernor aud the 
Jiiiiglish Qatioa. 

" All your friends do see," said Otheman, " that this dis- 
grace is not meaiit so ranch to me as to your Excellency ; 
the Dutch earls having used such speeches uuto me, aud 
itgainst all law, custom, aud reason, used such violence to me, 
that your Excellency shall wonder to hear of it." ' 

Now the Princess Chimay, besides being of honourable 
character, was a sincere and exemplary member of the 
Calvinist church, and well inclioed to the Leioestrians. She 
was daughter of Count Megbem, one of the earliest victims of 
Philip II., in the long tragedy of Netherlaud iudepeudence, 
aad widow of Lancelot Berlaymont. Count Moeurs wua 
governor of Utrecht, and by do means, up to that time, a 
thorough supporter of the Holland party ; ° but thenceforward 
he went off most abruptly from the party of England, became 
hand and glovo with Hoheulo, accepted the influence of 
Bameveld, and did liis best to wrest the city of Utrecht fri>m 
English authority. Such was the effect of the secretary's 
harmless gossip. 

" I thought Count Moeurs and his wife better &ieuds to 
your Excellency than I do see them to be," said Otheman 
afterwards. " But he doth now disgrace the English nation 
many ways in Ids speeches — saying that they are no soldiers, 
that they do no good to this country, and that these Engliali- 
men that are at Amheim have an intent to soil and betray 
the town to the enemy." ^ 



■ OthomaabitidcaateT, lFcb.l&e7. 
(Brit Mua. Galba, 0. li. 2m. MS.) 

' On the coutraiy, although HohenJn 
had been duins hia beat to gnin bim, 
havuig been arunk witli Imo most 
omuoieiitunul; foi b fortnight at a 
timn, bU wife, who whb hia couuuanil- 
ini; olHcor, had expreaBcd aveimon to 
Ihn Gtmun party, iwd gtenl affection 
for that of Lcicwlpr. - Tlie CountpM 
toW ni" hut ye«ttrd.iy, " Othiinmi hrul 



written ouly a fsw da}"* before, " that 
her huabauJ was uot so fuolish as to 
titiat him, who bud deceived bim no 
often, Bud that ths wilt iteeer permit 
her Jnufcanrf lo go Jrnm the party of 
Englund." Otliemaii to Leicester. Itith 
Jon. 15S7. (Brit. Mtti. Galbo. C. x\. 
p. 99. MS.) 

' Otheman to Loiccstor.lFeb. 1587. 
(MS. bufuro cited.) 



146 THE UNITED NETilKRr,AKH3. Chap. XIIT. 

But the disfcraceful squabble between Hohenlo and Edward 
Noma had been more unlucky for Leicester than any other 
incident during the year, for its result was to turn the hatred 
of both parties against himself. Yet the Earl, of all men, 
was originally least to blame lor the transaction. It has been 
seen that Sir Philii> Sidney Lad borne Norris's cartel to 
Uohenio, very soon after the outrage had been committed. 
The Count had promised satisfaction, but meantime was 
desperately wounded in the attack on Fort Zntphen. Lei- 
cester afterwards did his best to keep Edward Nonis em- 
ployed in distant places, for lie was quite aware that Hohenlo, 
as lieutenant-general and count of the empire, would con- 
eider himself aggrieved at being called to the field by a 
simplo English captain, however deeply he might have in- 
jured him. The governor accordingly induced the Queen to 
recall the yoimg man to England, and invited him — much as 
he disliked his whole race — to accompany him on his depart 
ture for that country. 

The Captain then consulted with Ms brother Sir John, 
regarding the pending dispute with Hohenlo. His brother 
advised that the Count should be summoned to keep his 
promise, but that Lord Leicester's permission should pre- 
viously be requested, 

A week before the governor's departure, accordingly, 
Edward Norris presented himself one morning in the dining- 
room, and, finding the Earl reclining on a window-seat, 
observoil to him that " he desired his Lordsliip'e favour towards 
the discharging of his reputation." 

" The Count Hollook is now well," he proceeded, " and is 
feasting and banqueting in liis lodgings, although he does not 
come abroad." 

"And what way will yon take?" inquired Ijeicester, "con- 
sidering that he keeps his house." 

'"Twill be best, I thought," answered Norris, "to write 
unto him, tfl perform his promise he made me to answer n 
in tho field," 

'■ Tu whom did be make that promise ? " aske<l tlie I 

" To Sir PhUip Sidney," answen-d the Captain. 
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" To my nephew Sidney," said Leicester, imwingly ; " very 
well ; do as you think beat, and I will do for you what I 
can," ' 

And the governor then added many kind expresfiioua 
concerning the interest lie felt in tlie young man's reputation. 
Pnssing to other matters, Norris then spoke of the great 
charges he bad recently been put to by reason of having 
exchanged out of the States' service in order to accept a 
commiaaion from his Lordship to levy a company of horse. 
Thia levy had cost him and his friends three hundred [wunds, 
for which he had not been able to " get one groat." 

" I beseech your Lordship to stand good for me," said lie ; 
"considering tlic meanest captain in all the country hath as 
good entertainment as I." 

" 1 can do but little for you before my departure," said 
Leicester ; " but at my return I will advise to do more." 

After this amicable conversation Norris thanked his Lord- 
ship, took his leave, and straightway wrote his letter to Count 
Hollock.* 

That personage, in his answer, espressed astonishment that 
Norris should summon him, in his "weakness and indisposi- 
tion ;" but agreed to give him the desired meeting, with 
sword and dagger, so soon as he should be sufficiently re- 
covered." Norris, in reply, acknowledged his courteous 
promise, and hoped that he might he speedily restored to 
health.^ 

The Btate-council, sitting at the Hague, took up the 
matter at once however, and requested immediate information 
of the EarL He accordingly sent for Norria and his brother 
Sir Jobu, who waited upon him in his bed-chamber, and were 
requested to set down in writing the reasons which had 
moved them in the matter. Thia statement was accordingly 



' Edward Norria to tiie Lords. 28 
Jnlj. 15S7. Sir John Norris lo Wal- 
MDgbun. BimedaM. (B.P.OaiceMS.) 



No¥. 1586. (8. P. Offlw MS.) Oora- 
pare Brace's ' Lejc. Oorresp.,' Appcn- 
oii. tT4, 475, Remonitnuiceof CoDnt 
Holieolo to the 8teti» Geneml. 3 Dtc 
■SB? : apud Bar, IIL xxiii. 1U1-12U. 
Boyd, V. 80, 81. 
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furnished, together with s copy of the correepondence. The 
Earl took the papers, and promised "to allow most honourably 
of it in the Council." ' 

Such is tlio exact narrative, word for word, as given by 
Sir John and Edward Norria, in a solemn memorial to the 
liorda of Her llajest)''8 privy council, as well as to the 8tat«-J 
council of the United Provinces. A very few days 
wards Leicester departed for England, taking Edward Norr 
with him. 

Count Hohenlo was furious at the indignity, notwiti 
standing the polite language in which he had accepted thd*| 
challenge. " 'Twas a matter punishable with death," he said, 
" in all kingdoms and coitutries, for a simple captain to send 
Buch a summons to a man of his station, without consent of 
the supreme authority. It was plain," he added, " that the 
English governor-general had connived at the affront, for 
Norris had been Hving in his family and dining at his table. 
Nay, more. Lord Leicester had made bim a knight i 
Flushing just before their voyage to England."" 

There seems no good reason to doubt the general vemciq 
of the brothers Norris, although, for tho express puri>o8e < 
screening Leicester, Sir John represented at the time 1 
Hohenlo and others that the Earl had not been privy to t 
transaction.^ It is very certain, however, that so soon as i 
general indignation of Hohenlo and his partizans began ( 
he directed against Leicester, he at once denied, in passiom 
and abusive language, ha^-ing had any knowledge whatever 4 
Norris's intentions. He protested that he learned, for t 
first time, of the cartel from information furnished to t 
council of state, 

' E. Norns to tlio Lords, J. Norru 
toI*iM««r. (M8S. bciforeoited.) E. 
Norria lo U'iPMter. 21 Nov. 1580, 
(8 P, Office MS.) 

■ BemoDitruicH of Holionlo, hvtote 
oitod. Hoofii. VoiTolgli. 209, 

» •' For all tliu I will aainire joti 
tbat I did itiwara both lo the Council. 
the 8tkte^ uid Count Hollock. coD- 
fidoDllfden; [i.e. huudIbui] tbat mj 



The t«o negatiTcs do not here maka 
nn nfUniiative: but it in LTidenl 
Li'ivi.-Htcr iiude gnail nae of 
(tomaging denial on the part of Non 
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ITie quarrel between Holienlo ftnd Norria was afterwards 
amicably arranged by Lord Buckhurat, during his embaasy t" 
tlie States, at the expresfl desire of the Queen, llolienio iind 
Sir Jolin Norria became very good friends, while the enmity 
Ijetween them and Leicester grew more deadly every day. 
Tlie Earl waa frantic with rage whenever he spuke of the 
transaction, and denounced Sir John Norria aa " a fool, liar, 
and coward" on all occasions, besides overwhelming his 
brother, Buckhurst, Wilkes, and every other person who look 
their i»art, with a torrent of abuse ; and it is well known that 
the Earl was a master of Billingsgate.^ 

" Hollock says that I did procure Edward Norris to send 
him his cartel," observed Leicester on one occasion, " wherein, 
1 protest before the Lord, I was as ignorant aa any man in 
England, His brother John can tell whether 1 did not send 
for him U< have committed him for it: but that, in very 
truth, upon the perusing of it" (after it hod been sent), " it 
was very reasonably written, and I did consider also the great 
wrong offered him by the Count, and so forbore it. I was so 
careful for the Count's safety after the brawl between him 
and Norris, that 1 charged Sir John, if any harm came 
to the Count's person by any of his or under him, thiit he 
should answer it Therefore, 1 take the story to be bred in 
the bosom of some much like a thief or villain, whatsoever he 
were:."* 

And all this was doubtless true so far as regarded tlie 
Earl's original exertions to prevent the consequences of the 
quarrel, but did not touch the point of the teoond corrtapond- 
ence preceded by the conversation in the dining-room, eight 
days before the voyage to England. The afliiir, in itself of 
slight importance, would not merit so much comment tit tliis 
late day had it not been for its endless consequences. The 



■ J.tforriiluWuUiugliBiii.HMurcIi, 
1587. BAme to Hame, 3 June, IS87. 
(S. P. OIHoe MBS.) 

"Tlio burf i«, such taleB can no 
maro irritatn mv Lurtl'it anger ngumet 
at'' mid Sir ilolin; "for nince lie 
afflrtnetb tluit 1 nm a tniA, k onwnrd. 






aiid ahinderer ofalJ tlieae 
kuow not wUat muis Lt) ce 

' Leiceslcr tu Btn-klinrst, 30 April. 
I5S7. Same to WaUinghiuii, 4 Anj;. 
I5S7. (B. P. Office MBS.) 
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ferocity with which the Eurl came to regard every prominent 
German, Hollander, and Englishman, engaged in the service 
of the States, sprang very much from the complications of 
this ^-ulgar brawl. Norria, Holienlo, Wilkea, Buckliuret, 
were all denounced to the Queen as calumniators, traitors, 
and villains; and it may easily be understood how grave 
and extensive must have been the effeitts of such vituiierutiou 
upon the mind of Elizabeth,' who, until the last day of 
liis life, doubtless entertained for the Earl the deepest affec- 
tion of which her nature was susceptible, Hohenlo, with 
Count Maurice, were the acknowledged chie& of the anti- 
Englisb party, and the possibility of cordial cooperation be- 
tween the countries may he judged of by tlie entanglement 
which had thus owurred, 

Leicester had always bated Sir John Norris, but he knew 
that the mother liad still much favour with the Queen, and 
he was therefore the more vehement in bis denunciations of 
the eon the more difficulty he found in entirely doj^troying 
Ilia character, and the keener jealouaj- he felt that any other 
tongue but his should influence her Majesty, " The story of 
John Norris aliout the cartel is, hy the Lord God, most false," 
he exclaimed ; " I do beseech you not to see me so dealt 
withal, but that especially her Majesty may understand these 
untruths, who perhaps, by the motfur's fair apeechea and t/u 
gon's smooth wordx, may take some other conceit of my doings 
than I deserve." ' 

He was most resolute to stamp the character of falsehood 
upon both the brothers, for he was more malignant towards 
Sir John than towards any man in the world, not even es- 



' E.g. "ThpIiMwIiichLordBnck- ' 
hiirel. Sir J. NorriB. and WLlkia. did 
with Uieir mulic^ioiu nils tuid alaudtr- 
OQB tongue* deviBo aud utter," wrote i 
Leicerter lu tho PriTj Coimcil, ■' con- 
ceni lay honoar and my life. 1 dtnuand 
that I, being found clear, and thoy to 
IiBTe slandered mo. maj hate tbat | 
ri'mpdyagungt Ihem which i»<iii juatire 
dne." Jjeiceiter to the Pri^ v Cuiinnil, 
19 Aug. 1687, (8. P. OfficuMS.) | 



' Leicester to Btughlev, II Sopt. 
1587. (.S. P. Office MS.) Tlic mLnldiiug 
Otlieman Bceioa to huve nuule hlnuelf 
privattly ynry busy in tiiis afhir. He 
aent Leiiceater copiet of tliu letters 
written by tbe brothen Norris, and 
declared that he waa "cntic»l liy 
them, in tho F-Brl's absence, to bevooiu 
a (brgiT and liar iu tliia matter, but 
utU'ily refaMd." HS. iMt cited. 
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cepting WilkeB. To the QneeD, to ihe Lords of the Privy 
Council, to Walsinghani, to Burgliley. he poured forth endlees 
quantities of venom, enough to destroy the characters of a 
hundred honest men. 

" The declaration of the two Norrises for the cartel is most 
false, 08 I am a Christian," he said to Walsingham. " I have 
a dozen witnesses, as good and some better than they, who 
will testify that they were present when I misliked tlie 
writing of the letter before ever I saw it. And by the alle- 
giance 1 owe to her Majesty, I never knew of the letter, nor 
gave consent to it, nor heard of it till it was complained of 
from Count HoUock. But, as they arc false in this, so you 
will find J. N. as false in his other answers ; so that he would 
be ashamed, but that his old conceit hath made him j)ust 
shame, I fear. His companions in Ireland, as in these coiui- 
tries, report that Sir John NorrU would often say that A* was 
but an asa and a fool, who, if a lie would »erve his turn, would 
tpare it. I remember I have heard that the Earl of Sutisex 
would my so ; and indeed this gentleman doth imitate him in 
divers things" ' 



' Leicester lu WalBingliHm, 12 Aug. 
1587. (8. P. Office M8. i To the Loni 
Trekmrer tlie< Earl look paiiu to luu'- 
rate the wLolu ekiTj, with much fm- 
phasis, and m miuuto detail ; and it its 
important to lay it before the feeder, 
Bs un offiiel to the aimpls and appa- 
rently traUiful uarralive of Gdwurd 






, Ab 



before ohaerred, llie ufiiiir ittiudfi 
one whioli luelory should juatl)' dk- 
dain, bnt it awulb tutu conaiderable 
importance, both on ncpount of ila 
«itcD>ive remiltg, and from Uie light 
vhicb it thmwi on the cbnraeltr of 
Leicester, Ihe moit importnnt person- 
am, during hiB lifetime, in tbo wbolu 



for tiie nnawtr tlmt Sir John Nurris 
and his brollipr Iibvo nmdo tuucliini^ 
tlieir Bpqnaintii;g mo with Oie turti'l 
to Cuunt HoUock, thus mude now to 
your Lofdahip, if erer 1 knew or 
lumoA any newa of thia earlid liU 
complaint catoe to me from the Count, 
I renounce my allcpanco and fldflity 
to my SoTereigm Lady. Tiitreforo 
mark the lurogant boldnoas of thosL' 
young follows that will faao u lie of 
that aort. But I liuvo lierc Bir 
Willium Pclbam uud. Sir William 
BuBoell, beaidta otboia that wire pre- 
sent when I called Bir John to me, 
and threatened lo loy his brother by 
thb heels, and himself too, if he ntru 

Crivy lo it. He then bCBOUglit me tu 
ear his brother and to see Uie Ictlersi, 
tuBuring me there was uo such uartui 
as was reported. 1 commanded bim 



As Edward Norria Bent me his lottera, 
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But a very grave disaster to Holland and England i 
Boon the fruit of the batred borne by Leicester to Sir Jubo I 
Norris. Imini'diately after the battle of Ziitpben and tha I 
investment of that town by the Kuglish and Netberlundum ■ 

Engliuid \iy her Majesty's exf ._ 
commaDdmcnt. For mj purl, I taHf I 
1 was willing also to cutj him witll I 
me, fur that I wuuld be loth to leava 1 
nay occaaiou behiml me of tioDbte <M 1 
ilijcanl, kaowing already «ome miMiktt I 
to be between Ilia brother John a; * 
tlie Count. This waa my anawi. . 
Now, judge liow likely these talM iM I 
that I would oooecnt that Korril 
should send a cartel, and yet taka 
him away when he should petfonu 
the niottiir. Either he miut show to 
be a coward, or else, if he were in 
earnest, he must seem to be angn _ 
with me tat taking him away, ft J 
evt't there were other speeches, eithctffl 
by the one NoiHh or Uie other, or tCfl 
eser I knew uf big cartel, directly ot^ 
iudircetly, more than your Lordship 
tLut wiiB in England, till the ooni- 



which I took to Wilkes before I did 
BO inuab as look into them. Being 
ojrouly read there, wo did indeed per- 
Dclve so direct a cnrtel as could bo 
made, and divers of the conucil made 
the best of it, and so did 1, declaring 
what the gent was. Yet did 1 then 
declare to them all what order I had 
taken for Norrii, that be sliould go 
with me to Elogland, and that her Ma^ 
Jesly had also sent for him, protesting 
(o yoat Lordahjps, byall f^th, lionuur, 
and truth, that neither the one nor tho 
other did dare to nse thoao speeches 
that they have set donu ; Baring 
that one of the servants of Sir John 
Iforris came to me, hearing that his 
brother should go over, to know haw 
his eredit should be saved with the 
Count Bollock, toucliing tie diserace 
he waa in, trith auoli like worda. I 
auBwered, 'the Count Bollock is now 
nek and sore, and it were uo honesty 
fur Sir John's brottier to offer him 
any quarrel. Besides, I will not suffi>r 
it, so loDg as I am here, aud Edwaid 
{Morris is commanded to go into Eug- 
land. No doubl Ihe CoaiU mVI remem- 
ber hit proiaiie, which — as Sir John 
Nonis had told me — was, that when 
the camp was broken up, hie aitl a-anerr 
hit broUmr in Oe fltld, like a gmtU- 
vmn.' Never was there mom — never 
did any of them tell mu of uuy cartul 
to Ix) si'nt— uever did any spuek with 
me at Deveuter. 

iWdeB, after I was gone, lying on 
■bipboard at Brill, Edward Norris 
being then in ship with ue, there 
I come n mcsseuger ftoia tho Count 
i Holloek, with a letter to me, about 
midnight. This messenger was only 
to let me know of tlie Count's having 
received such letters and brags (rum 
Norris, ftnd tlu>t now he began to 
amend, Nonis. as he heard, was gone 
■way with me into Enghind. Ho 
marvelled much ho would do so, and 
sent his messenger to see if it were so. 
I Buswered him, it was so, for tho 
gcntlduan. Sir Edvrard Norris, Iny 
th<-re mloep. and iie was lo gn inlu 



3 of il 



Isest wretch th&t llvirs. If I had 
liked of their quurrels or cartela, 
there was means enough for me to 
leave them to their owu revenge. I 
have troubled your Lordohip tuo long 
with this trifle, but yon should know 
the shamele« audacity ufthtae young 
fellows, whose cunning hIv heotu yon 
I had need look into. LidoMlor to 
, BurxhW, 12 Aug. 1587. ^B^. Uua. 
Llha, D L 240, MS.) 
Thus the November lutteir 
seen by Leicester before it 
although ho waa nware that il 
be sent, and in that 
seemed to ruaido tho w 

that tho state-council was angi^, an^ 
that the Cotml eonndered lumseLT 
outruged, the Eorl scenis to have 

lacked in argumeut, 

It is difficult to i „ 
paltry affair to occupy the atlentk 
of grave sla|j>smen and generals 

months, and to SU the archives 
kingdom and commonwealth ' 
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great pains were taken to secure the city of Devent^r. This 
was, after Amsterdftm and Antwerp, the most important 
mercantile place in ail the Provinces. It was a large pros- 
perous commercial and uianuracturing capital, a memlier oi 
the Hanseatic League, and the great centre of the internal 
trade of the Netherlands with (he Baltic nations. There was 
a strong Catholic party in the town, and the magistracy were 
disposed to side with Parma. It was notoritius that provisions 
and mmutionB were supplied from thence to the beleaguered 
Zatphen ; and Leicester despatched Sir William Pelham, 
accordingly, to bring the inhabitants to reason. The stout 
Marshal made short work of it. Taking Sir William Stanley 
and the greater part of hia regiment with him, he caused 
them, day by day, to steal into the town, in small parties of 
ten and fifteen. No objection was made to this proceeding 
on the part of the city-goyernmenL Then Stanley himself 
arrived in the morning, and the Marshal in the evonin^, of 
the 20th of October. Pelham ordered the magistrate's to 
present themselves forthwith at lus ludgings, and told them, 
with grim courtesy, that the Earl of Leicester excused himself 
from making them a visit, not being able, for grief at the 
death of Sir Philip Sidney, to come so soon near the scene of 
his disaster. His Excellency had therefore sent him to re- 
quire the town to receive an English garrison. " So make 
up your minds, and delay not," said Pelham ; " for I have 
many important affairs on my hands, and mnst send word to 
his Excellency at once. To-morrow morning, at eight o'clock, 
I shall expect your answer." ' 

Next day, the magistrates were all assembled in the town- 
house before six. Stanley Iiad filled the great square with 
his troops, but he found that the burghers — five thousand of 
whom constituted the municipal militia — ^had chained the 
streets and locked the gates. At seven o'clock Pelham pro- 
ceeded to the town-houso, and, followed by his train, made 
his a]){>earauce before the magisterial board. Then there was 

' LiMei of Henry Atelier, from I Toluraeor'Leji-ifltcrCOTTnapotidtiice,' 
UUvi;ht,230ct.l5S7.iutbeAppali<lii -ITS-JSO. 
(o Hi. Brooe's oilmitably edited [ 
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a knocking at the door, and Sir William Stanley cjit«re(^ 
having left a strong guard of soldiers at the eutran<!e 
the hall. 

" I am come for an answer," said tlie Lord Marshal ; " ( 
me straight." The magistrates hesitated, whispered, audi 
presently one of them slipped away, 

" There's one of you gone," cried the Marshal. " Fetch hii 
straight back ; or, by the living God, before whom 1 
there is not one of you shall leave this place with life. 

So the bm^omasters sent for the culprit, who returned. 

"Now, tell me," said Pelham, " why you Tiave, this night, 
chained your streeta and kept such strong watch while your 
friends and defenders were in the town ? Do you think we 
came over here to spend our Uves and our goods, and to leave 
all we have, to be thus used and thus betrayed by you 
Nay, you shall find us tnisty k> our friends, but as politic 
yourselves. Now, tlien, set your hands t« this document," 
proceeded, as he gave them a new list of magistrates, 
selected from stanch Pmtostanfs. 

" Give over your government to the men here nominal 
Straight ; dally not 1 " 

The burgomasters signed the paper. 

" Now," said Pelham, " let one of you go to the wal 
discbaige the guard, bid them unarm, and go home to 



I 
1 



A magistrate departed on the errand. 

" Now fetch me the keys of the gate," said Pelham, ' 
that straightway, or, before God, you shall dia" 

The keys were brought, and handed to the peremptory oW 
Marshal The old board of magistrates were then clapped 
into prison, tlie new ones installed, and Deventer was gained 
for the English and Protestant party.' 

There cuuld be no doubt that a city so important and thai 

fortiuuitely secured was worthy to be well guarded. 

could be no doubt either that it would be well to coneiliat 

the rich and influential Papists in tlie place, who, althou{ 

■ LefUr of HvQrj Arcbcr, be, juat cited. 
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attached to the ancient religiou, were not neceBsarily disloyal 
to the repubb'c ; but there t-ould be as little that, under the 
circumstaDces of this sudden mnriieipal revolution, it would 
be itaportaiit to place a garrison of Protestant soldiers there, 
under the commaud of a Protestant officer of known fidelity. 
To the astonishment of the whole commonwealth, the Earl 
appointed Sir William Stanley to be governor of the town, 
and Btationed in it a garrison of twelve hundred wild Irish- 



Sir William was a cadet of one of the noblest Euglish 
houses. He was the bravest of tJie brave. His gallantry at 
the famous Zutphen fight had attracted admiration, where 
nearly all had performed wondrous exploits, but he was 
known to be an ardent Papist and a soldier of fortune, who 
had fought on various sides, and had even borne arms in the 
Netherlands under the ferocious Alva." Was it strange that 
there should be munuura at the appointment of so dangerous 
a chief to guard a wavering city which had so recently been 
secured? 

The Irish kernes — and they are described by all ooii- 
temporaries, English and Flemish, in the same language — 
were accounted as the wildest and fiercest of barbarians. 
There was something grotesque, yet appalling, in the pic- 
tures painted of these rude, almost naked, brigands, who ate 
raw flesh, spoke no intelligible language, and ranged about the 
country, bnming, slaying, plundering, a terror to the pea- 
santry and a source of constant embarrassment to the more 
orderly troops ia the service of the republic. " It seemed," 
said one who had seen them. " that they belonged not to 
Christendom, but to Brazil." ^ Moreover, they were all 
Papists, and, however much one might be disposed to censure 
that great curse of the age, religious intolerance— which was 
almost OS flagrant in the oouufils of Queen Elizabeth as in 
those of Philip — it was certainly a most fatal policy to place 
such a garrisfm, at that critical jmietnre, in the newly-acqnimt 

> Rejd.T. 85. .1. 
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city. Yet Leicester, who had banished Papiate from Utret 
without cause and without trial, now placed most niitoriot 
Catholics in Deventer.' 

Zutphen, which was still besieged by the Englisli and i 
patriot*!, was mucb crippled by the loss of the great fort, i 
capture of which, mainly thiough the brilliant valour < 
Stanley's brother Edward, has already been related. 
possession of Deventer and of this fort gave the control ( 
the whole north-eastern territory to the patriuts ; 
it were not enough to place Deventer in the hands of 6 
William Stanley, Leicester thought proper to confide 1 
government of the fort to Koland York, Not a worse choio 
could be made in the whole army. 

York was an adventurer of the most audacious and d 
lute character. He was a Londoner by birth, one of t 
" niiBing blades " inveighed against by the govemor-genei 
on Ills first taking command uf the forces. A man of des^ 
perat« courage, a gambler, a pvofeseional duellist, a bravo, 
famous in his time among the '" common hacksters and swag- 
gerers" as the first to introduce the custom of foimng, 
or thrusting with the rapier in single combats — whereas 
before his day it had been customary among the English to 
fight with sword and shield, and held unmanly to strike belov 
the girdle' — he bad perpetually changed sides, in ' 
Netherland wars, with the sbaraelesa disregard to princi|d 
which chara^'tenzed all his actions. He had been lieutenant ' 
to the infamous John Van Imbyze„and had been concerned 
with him in the notorious attempt to surrender Dendermonde 
and Ghent to the enemy, which had cost that traitor his 
head. York had been thrown into prison at Brussels, but 
there had been some delay about his execution, and the coo- 
qnest of the city by Parma saved him from the gibbet H4:| 
had then taken service under the Spanish commander-iii 
chief, and had tlisttnguished himself, as usual, by deeds 
eztraordiuar}' valour, liaving sprung on board the 1 

' Heyrf. M tup. Lo Petit, IL aiv. I * Camden, UL 3S>7. 
841. Bot. n. xiii. e7»«79. Wugo. * Clironiclt.' 375. 
aaar, viii. 196. Uetorto, zlv. £50. | 
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Tolcano-ship at the siege of Antwerp. Subsequently returning 
to England, he had, on Leipester's appointment, obtained the 
command of a company in the Englisli contingent, and had 
been conspicuous on the field of Wamsveld ; for the courage 
which he always displayed under any standard was only 
e<jualled by the audacity with which ho was ever ready to 
desert from it. Did it seem credible that the fort of Zutphen 
should be placed in the hands of ^Rowland York? 

Remonstmneea wore made by the States-General at once. 
Willi regard to Stanley, Leicestc-r maintained that he was, lit 
liis opinion, the fittest man to take chaise of the wholo 
Eaglish army, during hia absence in England.' In answer 
to a petition made by the States against the appointment of 
Tork, '■ in respect to his perfidious dealings before," the Earl 
replied that he would answer for his fidelity as for his own 
brother ; adding peremptorily — " Do yon trust me ? Then 
trust York." ' 

Bat, besides his other qualifications for high command, 
Stanley possessed an inestimable one in Leicester's eyes. He 
was, or at least had been, an enemy of Sir John Norris. To 
be this made a Papist pardonable. It was even better than 
to be a Puritan. 

But the Earl did more than to appoint the traitor York 
and the Papist Stanley to these important posts. On the 
very day of his departure, and immediately after his final 
quarrel with Sir John about the Hohonlo cartel, which had 
renewed all the ancient venom, he signed a secret paper, by 
which he especially forbade the council of state to interfere 
with or set aside any appointments to the government of 
towns or forts, or to revoke any military or naval commissions, 
without his consent* 

Now supreme executive authority had been delegated to 
the state-council by tlie Governor-General during his 
Command in chief over all the English forces, 



> Wilkes to Uii^estcr, S4 Jan. 1SS7. I dDghaai.28JHn.l5eT.(B.P.OfflceMS.) 
(B.P. Office MB.) ' Mettren, lEii. 238. Bor, 11. ini. 

' Ibid. Sir John CoDWor to Wal- 1 786-787. Wagenwir. viu. 188-1S9. 
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whether in the Queen's pay or the States' pay, had 
conferred upon Norris, while command over the Datch 
German troojw belonged to Hohenlo ; but, by virtue of 
Earl's secret paper, Stanley and York were now made int 
pendent of all authority. The evil consequences natural to 
a step were not slow in displaying tliemselves. 

Stanley at once manifested great insolence towards Noi 
That distinguished general was placed in a most painfi 
position. A post of immense responsibility was confided to 
him. The honour of England's Queen and of England' 
soldiers was entrusted to his keeping, at a moment full of 
danger, and in a country where every hour might bring foi 
some terrible change ; yet he knew himself the mark at wl 
the most powerful man in England was directing all 
malice, and that the Queen, who was wax in her great 
favourite's hands, was even then receiring the moat fatal 
im[tressions as to tiis character and conduct. " Well I know," 
said ho to Burghley, " that the root of the former malice 
home me in not withered, but that I must look for like fruits 
thurefrom as before ;" ' and he implored the Lord-Ti 
that when his honour and reputation should he called 
question, he miglit be allowed to return to England and cl< 
himself. " For myself," said he, " 1 have not yet recei' 
any commission, although I have attended his Lordship 
Leicester to his ship. It is promised to be sent me, and 
the meantime I understand that my Lord hath granted 
rate commissions to Sir William Stanley and Rowland Yorl 
exempting them from obeying of me. If this be true, 
only done to nourish factions, and to interrupt any bel 
course in our doings than before hath been." He earnei 
requested to be furnished with a commission directly 
her Majesty. " The enemy is reinforcing," he added. " W) 
are very weak, our troops are unpaid these three mouths, 
We are grown odious to our friends," * 

Honest counsellor Wilkes, who did his best to conciliate all 

parties, and to do his duty to England and Holland, to 

' J. NorrtB to Burghley. 17 Nov. 1687. tS. P. OOoo M8.) 'Ibid. 
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Leicester and to Norria, had the strongest sympathy with Sir 
John. " Truly, besides the value, wisdom, and many otiier 
good parts that are in him," he said, " I have noted wonderful 
patience and modesty in the man, in beariug many apparent 
iujiiriee done unto him, wliich I have known to be counte- 
nanced and nourished, contrary to all reason, to disgra^-e liim. 
Please therefore continue your honourable opinion of bim in 
his absence, whatsoever may be maliciously reported to hifi 
disadvantage, for I dare avouch, of my own poor skill, that 
her Majesty bath not a second subject of his place and quality 

so able to serve in those countries as he I doubt not 

but Grod will move her Majesty, in despite of the devil, to 
respect him as he deserves." ' 

Sir John disclaimed any personal jealousy in regard to 
Stanley's appointment, but, within a week or two of the 
Earl's departure, he already felt strong anxiety as to its 
probable results. " If it prove no hindrance to the service," 
he said, " it shall nothing trouble me, I desire that my 
doings may show what I am ; neither will I seek, by indirect 
means, to calumniate him or any other, but mil let them 
show themselves."* 

Early in December he informed the Lord-Treasurer that 
Stanley's own men were boasting that their master acknow- 
ledged no superior authority to Ms own, and that he had said 
as much himself to the magistracy of Deventer, The 
burghers had already complained, through the constituted 
guardians of their liberties, of his insolence and rapacity, and 
of the turbulence of his troops, and had appealed to Sir 
John ; but the colonel-general's remonstrances had been re- 
received by Sir William with contumely and abuse, and by 
the vaunt that he had even a greater commiasion than any 
he had yet shown.^ 

" Three sheep, an ox, and a whole hog," were required 

I WilkMloBurabley, ITNov. 1587. I 158B. (8. P. Offlpo MS.) 
Sune to WaJun^huii, 17 Haf, 1587. ' Sume to Biirglili.7, 12 Dec. 158ti. 
(S. P. Office KSS.) (8, P. Office MB.) 

' J. Norrw to WaLunghoni, 9 Dec. [ 
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weekly of the peasants for his table, in a time of ^ 
Bcarcity, and it was impossible to satisfy the rapacious appc 
titea of the Irish kernes.' The paymaster-general of t 
English forces was daily appealed to by Stanley for funds— 
an application whieh was certainly not unreasonable, as 1 
Majesty's troo|js had not received any payment for 1 
months — but there " was not a denier in the treasury," aoj 
he was therefore implored to wait. At last the States-Genen) 
sent him a montli's pay for himself aud all his troops, altbouj 
as he was in the Queen's service, no claim could justly li 
made upon them.' 

VVilliea, also, as English member of the state-eoui 
fftithfoUy conveyed to the governor-general in England t 
complaints which came up to all the authorities of the republii 
against Sir William Stanley's conduct in Deventer. He i 
seized the keys of the gates, he kept possession of the towi 
ajid fortifications, ho had meddled with the civil governmei 
he had infringed all their privileges. Yet this was tlie lioai 
of magistrates, expressly set up by Leicester, with the arme^ 
hand, by the agency of Marshal Pelham and this very Coloi 
Stanley^ — a board of Calviniat magistrates placed but a fen 
weeks before in power to control a city of Catholic tendencie 
And liere was a papist commander displaying Leicester's o 
mission in their faces, and making it a warrant for dealta 
with the town as if it were under martial law, and as if I 



' Wilkea to WalainphBtn, 19 Jan. 
1587. (8.P.OfflceM8.) 

• ■■ Ha IB not oontentcil Willi the 
eDtertailunoQt of 401. Bterling s mnntli 
sllow^ him b; tlie Btntei m goTemor 
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troni the comnunnoDen lulelj sent 
thither to Mi'ver a montk't pay, an 
allovoDce of 101. sterling a month 
OTor uid besides for every compiiny of 
his re^mont. being, as hu safeUi. tin 
eompaDJeB, unouating l>; tho mustier 
to liOO florins aiOM, benides u puy 
for liii own eompany, wbifh is more 
than is allowed to Sir J. Norris by 
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were an officer of the Duke of Parma. It miglit easily be 
jndged whether such conduct were likely to win the hearts 
of Netherlanders to Leicester and to England.' 

" Albeit, for my own part," said Wilkes, " I do hold Sir 
Wdliam Stanley to be a wise and a discreet gent., yet when I 
consider that the magistracy is such as was established by 
your Lordship, and of the religion, and well affected to her 
Majesty, and tliat I see how heavily the matter is conceived 
of here by the States and council, I do fear that all is not 
welL The verj- bruit of tliis doth begin to draw hatred upon 
our nation. \\'ere it not that I doubt some dangerous issue 
of this matter, and that I might be justly charged with negli- 
gence, if I should not udTertise you beforehand, I would have 
forborne to mention this dissension, for the States are about 
to write to your Lordship and to her JIajesty for reformation 
in this matter."'' He added that he had already written 
eameatly to Sir William, " hoping to persuade him to carry a 
mild hand over the people." 

ThuB wrote Councillor Wilkes, aa in duty bound, to Lord 
Leicester, so early as the 9th December, and the warning 
▼oice of Norris had made itself heard in England quite as soon. 
Certainly the governor-geueral, having, upon bis own respou- 
flibiltty, and prompted, it would seem, by passion more than 
reason, made this dangerous appointment, was fortunate in 
reeeiving timely and frequent notice of its probable results. 

And the conscientious Wilkes wrote most earnestly, as he 
said he had done, to the turbulent Stanley. 

" Good Sir William," said he " the magistrates and burgesses 
of Deventer complain to this council, that you have by violence 
wrested from them the keys of one of their gates, that you 
assemble your garrison in arms to terriiy them, that you have 
seized one of their forts, that the Irish soldiers do commit 
many extortions and exactions upon the inhabitantB, tliat you 
have imprisoned their burgesses, and do many things against 
their laws and privileges, so that it is feared the best affected 

' WLIkM lo Loiculer, 9 Dae 158C. (S. P. Office MS.) ■ Ibiil. 
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of the inhabitants towards her Majesty will forsalte the town. | 
Whether any of these things be true, yourself doth beat know,£ 
but I do assure you that the apprehension thereof here dotfet] 
make lis and our government hateful For mine own part, ll 
have always known you for a gentleman of value, wisdom, aniV 
judgment, and therefore should hardly believe any such thing'. 1~ 

I earnestly require you to take heed of consequences^ I 

and to be careful of the honour of her Majesty and the repul 
tion of our nation. You will consider that the gaining p 
sion of tile town grew by them that are now in ofl5ce, wfan] 
being of the religion, and well affected to hie Excellencj 

government, wrought his entr)' into the same I knoi 

that Lord Leicester is sworn to maintain all the inhabitants a 
the Provinces in their ancient privileges and customs, 
know further that your commission carrieth no authority tal 
warrant you to intermedle any further than with the govera*] 
ment of the soldier and guard of the town. Well, you m^^ 
in ycmr own conceipt, confer some words to authorize you i 
some larger sort, bat, believe me, ^ir, they will nut warranfefl 
you Buffieiently to deal any farther than I have said, for ] 
have perused a copy of your commission for that purpose. 
know the name itself of a governor of a town u odious to thigM 
petite, and hath been ever since the remembrance of the Spo 
govemmeTtt, and if we, by any lack of foresight, should givoii 
the like occasion, tee should make ourselves as odiotu as they an 
which God forbid. 

" You are to consider that we are not come into these o 
tries /or tk^r defence only, but for the defence of her Majeti 
and our own native country, knowing that the jfreaervatitm < 
hoth dependeth altogether upon the preserving of thete. Wherfl 
fore I do eftsoons intreat and require you to forbear to int© 
meildle any further. If there shall follow any dangera 
effect of your proceedings after this my friendly advice, I slu 
be heartily sorry for your sake, but I shall be able to test 
Ui her Majesty that I have done my duty in admonishii^ 
you." ' 

' Wilkei to Stanley, S Dec. 1586. {8, P. QWux US.) 
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Thna spake tlie stiff councillor, earneetly and well, in behalf 
of England's honour and the good name of England's Queen- 
But the lirave Boldier, whose feet were fast sliding into tho 
paths of destruction, replied, in a tone of indignant innocence, 
more likely to aggravate than to allay auapicion. " Finding," 
said Stanley, " that you already threaten, 1 liave gone so far 
as to acan the terms of my commission, which I doubt not to 
execute, according Co ha Exceltmcy'is mefminff attd mine hrmur. 
First, I assure yon that I have maintained justice, and that 
severely ; else hardly would the soldiers have been contented 
with bread and haro cheeae," ' 

He acknowledged possessing himself of the keys of Ihe 
town, but d:;fciided it on the ground <if necessity, and of the 
character of the peojle, " who thnist out the Spaniards and 
Almaynes, and afterwards never would obey the Prince and 
States," " I wonld be," he said, " the iorriett man that Uvea, if 
by my negligence the place should be lost. Therefore I 
thotight good to seize the great tower and porta. If I meant 
evil, I needed no keys, for here is force enough," ' 

With much effrontery, he then affticted to relyfor evidence 
of his courteous and equitable conduct towards the citizens, 
upon the very magistrates who had been petitioning the 
States-General, the state-council, and the English Queen, 
against his violence. 

"For my courtesy and humanity," he said, "I refer me 
unto the magistrates themselves. But I think they sent 
some rhetoriciimg, who could allege of little grief, and speak 
pitiful, and truly I find your ears have been as pitiftil in so 
timorously condemning me. / assure you that her Majesty 
hath vol a better servant than I nor a more faithful in these 
parts. This I will prove with ray tlesh and blood. Although 
I know there be divers flying reports spread by my enemies, 
which are come to my ears, I doubt not my virtue and truth 
will prove them calumniators - and men of little. So, good 

I Stnnle; h> WilkM, 14 Dec. 1586. called the men who were Fpcaldng Uib 
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Mr. Willces, I pray yoii, consider gravely, give ear discreetly, 
and advertise into England soundly. For me, I have beea I 
and am your friend, and glad to hear any admonition from j 
one so wise us yourself." 

He then alluded ironically to the " good favour and money" 
with which he had been so contented of lat«, that if Mr, [ 
Wilkes woiild discharge him of his promise to Lord Leicester, ,■ 
he would take hit leave with all his heart. Captain, officers, I 
and soldiers, had been living on half a pound of cheese a day. j 
For himself, he had received but one hundred and twenty J 
pounds in five months, and was living at three pounds by the 1 
day. " This my wealth will not long hold out," he observed, [ 
" but yet I will never fail of my promise to his Excellency, ■ 
whatsoever I endure. It is for her Majesty's service and for I 
the love I bear to him." 

He bitterly complained of the unwiUingness of the country-J 
people to furnish vivers, waggons, and other necessaries, fat 
the fort before Zutphen. " Had it not been," be said, "for 1 
the travail extraordinary of myself, and patience of my brother l 
Yorki; that fort would have been in danger. But, according 1 
to his deiire and foretJiought, I furnished that place with' I 
cavalry and infantry ; for I know the troops there be mar-'i 
vellous weak." ' 

In reply, Wilkes stated that the complaints had been made I 
" by no rhetorician, but by letter from the magistrates them- 
selves (on whom he relied so confidently) to the state-council { 
The councillor added, rather tartly, that since his honcatj 
words of defence and of warning, liad been "taken in ml 
scoffing a maimer," Sir William might be sure of not betDff4 
troubled with any more of his letters,' 

But, & day or two before thus addressing liim, he hadJ 
already enclosed to Leicestt^r very imjxjrtant letters addressed 1 
by the council of Gelderlaud to Count Jloeurs, stallholder of l 
the Proviuee, and by hJin forwarded to the state-council. For i 
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there were now very grave rmnoutB concerning the fidelity of 
" that pntient and foreseeing brother York," whom Stanley 
h&d been so generously Btrengtheuing in Fort Zutphen. The 
lieutenant of York, a certain Mr. Zoucb, had been seen 
within the city of Zutphen, in close conference with Colonel 
Tassis, Spanish governor of the place.' Moreover there had 
been a very frequent exchange of courtcsiea — by which the 
horrors of war seemed to be much mitigated — ^between York 
on the outside and Tassia within. The English commander 
sent baskets of venison, wild fowl, and other game, which were 
rare in the market of a besieged town. The Spanish governor 
responded with baskets of excellent wine and barrels of beer." 
A yery pleasant state of feeb'ng, perhaps, to contemplate — as 
an advance in civilization over the not very distant days of 
the Haarlem and Leyden sieges, when barrels of prisoners' 
heads, cut off, a dozeu or two at a time, were the social 
amenities usually eschanged between Spaniards and Dutch- 
men — but somewhat suspicious to those who had grown grey 
in this horrible warfare. 

The Irish kernes too, were allowed to come to mass within 
the city, and were received tht-rt; with as much fraternity by 
the Catholic soldiers of Tassis as the want of any common 
dialect would allow — a proceeding which seemed bett<?r 
perhaps for the salvation of their souls, than for the advance- 
ment of the siege.^ 

The state-council had written concerning these rumours to 
Kowland York, but the patient man had replied in u maimer 
which Wilkes characterized as " unfit tx) have been given to 
such as were the executors of the Earl of Leicester's autho- 
rity." The councillor implored the governor-general accord- 
ingly to send some speedy direction in this matter, as well to 
Rowland Y'ork as to Sir William Stanley ; for he explicitly 



' " Le Cmueil de Gaeldiea au Comte 
do Hoeim et Nieuweoacr. 11 Dec. 
1S8S. \nikea to Leicciler. 16 Dec. 
158H. iS.P. OtDceMSS.) 

• Uoofil, VeiTolKb. 220. Bejd, vi, 95. 



' WiiieB lo Stanley, 17 Deo. 1586. 
S, fttroQgl; remoTuitrBtiiig ugitiust 
e prtkcticc, Huofd, Reyd, ubi lup. 
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and earnestly warned him, that those personageB would ^fm 
DO heed to the remoustrauces of tlie state-couuciL' 

Thus again and again wae Leicester — on wlioee head re*t 
by his own deliberate act, the whole responsibility — for 
warned that some great miscliief waa impending. There v 
time enough even then — for it waa hut the 16th Dec«mber- 
to place full powers in the hands of the state-council, of Norri%a 
or of Holienlo, and secretly and swiftly to secure tlie suspects 
personH, and avert the danger. Leicester did nothing. Howl 
could he acknowledge his error? How could he manifeatfl 
confidence in the detested Norris? How appeal to the violeotfl 
and deeply incensed Kohenlo ? 

Three weeks more rolled by, and the much-enduj 
Bowland York waa still in confidential correspondence wid 
Leicester aud Walaingham, although his social iutercoi 
with the Spanish governor of Zutphen continued to be upc 
the most liberal and agreeable footing. He was not quitfl 
satified with the general aspect of the Queen's can 
Netherlands, and wrote to the Secretary of State in a tom 
of despondency, and mild expostulation. Walsmgham wooldl 
I have been less edified by these communications, had he bee 
I aware that York, upon first entering Leicester'a service, lis 
immediately opened a correspondence with the Uuke 
Parma, and had secretly given him to understand that 1 
eliject was Co serve the cause of S/>ain. This was indeed thtt| 
fact, ae the Duke informed the King, " but then he is such ■ 
ecatter-brained, reckless dare-devil," said Parma, "that 1 
hardly expected much of him." '' Thus the astute Sir Frauci 
had been outwitted by the adventurous Rowland, who i 
perhaps destined also to surpass the anticipations of t 
tjpanish commander-in-chief 

Meantime York informed his English patrons, on the ' 
January, that matters were not proceeding so smoothly in tb0| 



> VrUkfa to LeiooatuT, 16 Deo. 1536. I 
(8. F. OIBpe MS.) 
' FitnM to Pliilip n. 12 Feb. 1587. | 



THDliTutno V iUTi>cailo,"&c. (A 
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political world as he could wish. He had fouiid "many cross 
and indirect proceeiUnga," and so, according to Lord Leicester's 
desire, he sent him a " discourse " on the subject, which he 
begged Sir Francis to " peruse, add to, or take away from," 
and then to enclose to the Ear], He hojted he should be 
forgiven if the style of the production was not quite satisfac- 
tory ; for, said he, " the place where I am doth too much 
torment my memory, to call every point to my remembrance." ' 

It most, in truth, have been eomewliat a hard task upon his 
memory, to keep freshly in mind every detad of the imrallel 
ctHxespondence which he was carrying on with the Spanish 
and with the English government. Even a cool bead like 
Rowland's might be forgiven for being occaeioiially puzzled. 
" So if there be anything hard to be understood," he observed 
to Walsiugham, " advertise me, and I will make it plainer." 
Nothing could be more ingenuous. He confessed, however, 
to being out of pocket. " Please your honour," said he, " I 
have taken great paius to make a bad place something, and 
it has cost me all the money I bad, and here I can receive 
nothing but discontentment. I dare not write you all lest you 
should think it impossible," he added — and it is quite probable 
that evea Walsingham would have been astonished, had 
Kowland written all. The game playing by York and Stanley 
was not one to which English gentlemen were much addicted. 

"1 trust the bearer, Edward Stanley, a disci-eet, brave 
gentleman," he said, " with details." And the remark proves 
that the gallant youth who bad captured this very Fort 
Zutphen in so brilliant a manner was not privy to the 
designs of his brother and of York ; for the object of the 
•' discourse " was to deceive the English government 

" I humbly beseech that yon will send for me home," con- 
cluded Kowland, " lor true as I humbled my mind to please 
her Majesty, yonr honour, and the dead,' now am 1 content 
to humble myself lower to please myself, for now, since his 

' Rowlaad York to WalanDglinm, I Sidnej. wbo bad boun dtx^oivcd inU) a 
7 Jan. 1587. (8. P. Oflite MS.) friendly feeling Tot the lulTenliirer. 

> By the drad, he meant Sir Philip | Hetereo, siv. 2fi0. 
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Excellency's departure, there is no form of proceeding neither | 
lionoumbly nor honestly.' 

Three other weeks passed over, weeks of anxiety and ] 
dread throughout the repubhc. Suspicion grew darker than ] 
pver, not only aa to York and Stanley, but as to all the I 
English eominauders, as tu the whole English nation. An I 
Anjou plot, a general massacre, was expected hy many, yet J 
there were no definite grounds for such dark anticipationa. I 
In vain had painstaking, truth-telling Wilkes summoned ] 
Stanley to his duty, and called on Leicester, time att«r tirae^ | 
to interfere. In vain did Sir John Norria, Sir John Conway, 
the members of the state-council, and all others who should | 
have had authority, do their utmost to avert a catastrophe; 
Tlieir hands were all tied by the fatal letter of the 24th J 
November. Most anxiously did all implore the Earl (rf ] 
Leicester to return. Never was a more dangerous moment I 
than this for a country to be left to its fate. Scarcely ever I 
in history was there a more striking exemplification of the ] 
ueed of a man — of an individual — who should embody the ] 
powers and wishes, and concentrate in one brain and arm, the 1 
wliole energy, of a commonwealth. But there was no snch I 
man, for the republic had lost its chief when Orange died. I 
There was much wisdom and patriotism now. Olden-Barn©- I 
void was comi^tent, aad so was Buys, to direct the coimcili « 
of the republic, and there were few bettor soldiers than 1 
Norris and Hohenlo to lead her armies against Spain. Bat I 
the supreme authority had been confided to Leicester. He | 
liad not perhaps proved himself extraordinarily quaUfied for J 
his post, but he was the govern or-in-chief, and his departure, I 
without resigning his powers, left the commonwealth headlea^ J 
at a moment when singleness of actiou was vitally important. , 

At last, very late in January, one Hugh Overing, a 
haberdasher from Ludgatc HUl, was caught at Rotterdam, 
on his way to Ireland, with a bundle of letters from Sir I 
'William Stanley, and was sent, aa a suspicious character, to | 

> Ytnk to WBhingbam. (HS. last cited.) 
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the state-council at the Hague.' On the same day, another 
EnglishuiaD, a small youth, " well-favonred," rejoicing in a 
" very little red beard, and in very ragged clothes," unknown 
by name, but ascertained to be in the service of Rowland York 
and to have been the bearer of letters to Brussels, also passed 
through Rotterdam. By coniiivauce of the innkeeper, one 
Joyce, also an Englishman, he succeeded in making his 
escaj>a'' The information contained in the letters thus inter- 
cepted was important, but it came too late, even if then tlie 
Btate-conncil could have acted without giving mortal offence 
to Elizabeth and to Leicester. 

On the evening of 2Sth January (N, 8,), Sir William Stanley 
entertained the magistrates of Deventer at a splendid banquet. 
There was free conversation at table concerning the idle sus- 
picions which had been rife in the Provinces as to his good 
intentions and the censures which had been cast upon him for 
the repressive raeasures wliich he had thought necessary to 
adopt for the security of the city. He took that occasion to 
assure his guesta that the Queen of England had not a more 
loyal subject than himself, nor the Netherlands a more devoled 
triend. The company expressed tliemselves fully restored to 
confidence in his character and purposes, and the burgomasters, 
having exchanged pledges of faith and friendship with the 
commandant in flowing goblets, went home comfortably to 
bed, highly pleased with their noble entertainer and with 
themaolvea' 

Very late that same night, Stanley placed three hundred of 
his wild Irish in the Noorenberg tower, a large white structure 
wliich commanded the Zutphen gat^, and sent bodies '_' jnn. 
of chosen trooijs to surprise all the bnrgher-guards 1587, 
at their respective stations. Strong pickets of cavalry were 
also placed in all the principal thoroughfares of the city. At 
three o'clock in the fullowing morning he told his officers that 
he was about to leave Deventer for a few hours, in order to 
bring in some reinforcements for which he had sent, aa ho 

* Oobway lo WtUBinEliun, 
*Ibid. 
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had felt much anxiety for some time past ax to the disjxisitinii . 
of the burghers. His officers, honest Eoglishmen, suspecting | 
no evil and having confidence in their chief, saw Dothing 1 
strange in tliis proceeding, and Sir William rode deliberately I 
ont of Zutphen. After he hod been absent an honr or two, j 
the clatter of hoofs and the tramp of infantry was heard J 
without, and presently the commandant returned, followed by J 
a thousand musketeers and three or four hundred troopenL i 
It was still pitch dark ; bat, dimly lighted by torches, small j 
detachments of the fresh troops picked their way through tho I 
black narrow streets, while the main body poured at ono9 I 
upon the Brink, or great square. Here, quietly and swiftly, 
they were marshalled into order, the cavalry, pikemen, and i 
musketeers, lining oil sides of the place, and a chosen band— I 
among whom stood Sir William Stanley, on foot, and aa I 
officer of high rank on horseback — occupying the central i 
space immediately in front of the town-house,' 

The dnims then beat, and proclamation went forth throng I 
the city that all burghers, without any distinctioQ — municipal I 
guards and all — were to repair forthwith to the city-hall, and I 
deposit their arms. As the inhabitants arose from their J 
dumbers, and sallied forth into the streets to inquire the caoM I 
of the disturbance, they soon discovered tliat they had, i 
some mysterious manner, been entrapped. Wild Irishmen^ J 
with uncouth garb, threatening gesture, and unintelligible 1 
jargon, stood gibbering at every comer, instead of the com' ■ 
fortable Flemish faces of the familiar burgher-^ard. The I 
chief bui^master, sleeping heavily after Sir Wilham's hofr ' 
pitahle banquet, aroused himself at last, and sent a militia- 
captain to inquire the cause of the unseasonable drum-beat 
and monstrous proclamation. Day was breaking as the trusty 
captain made his way to the scene of action. The wan light 
of a cold, drizzly, January morning showed him the wide, 
stately square — with its leafless lime-trees and its tall mauy- 
Btoried, gable-ended houses rising dim and spectral thro 
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the mist — filled to overflowing with troops, whose nniforma 
and banners resembled nothing that he remembered in Dutch 
and English regiments. "Fires were lighted at various comers, 
kettles were boiling, and camp-followers and sutlers were 
crouching over them, half perished with cold — for it had been 
raining dismally all night*— while burghers, with wives and 
children, startled from their dreams by the sudden reveillee, 
stood gaping about, with perplexed faces and despairing 
gestures. As be approached the town-house — one of those mag- 
nificent, many-towered, highly-decorated, municipal palaces 
of the Netherlands — he found troops all around it; troops 
goarding the main entrance, troops on the great external 
stAirease leading to the front balcony, and ollieers, in yellow 
jerkin and block bandoleer, grouped in the balcony itself. 

The Flemish captain stood bewildered, when suddenly the 
familiar form of Stanley detached itself from the central group 
and advanced towards him. Taking Mm by the hand with 
much urbanity. Sir William led the militia-man through two 
or three ranks of soldiers, and presented him to Uie strange 
officer on horseback,' 

" Colonel Tassis," said he, " I recommend to you a very 
particular friend of mine. Let me bespeak your best ofSces in 
his behalf." 

"Ah God!" cried tiie honest burgher, "Tasais! Tassis! 
Then are we indeed most miserably betrayed." ^ 

Even the Spanish colonel, who ivas of Flemish origin, was 
affected by the despair of the Netherlander. 

" Let those look to the matter of treachery whom it con- 
cerns," said he ; " my business here is to serve the King, ray 
master." 

'■ Render unto Cfiesar the things which are Caisar's, and 
onto God the thuigs which are God's," said Stanley, with piety.* 

The burgher-captain was then assured that uo harm was 
intended to the city, but that it now belonged to hia most 



' "Ongeachl dftt ze Ae gantBclie I yen Toora 
nncttt gere^Ht badden, in «ecr qunet Rejd, n, 
en kont weder, ende dnt het dun ael- | ' Ibid. 
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Catholic Majesty of Spain— Colonel Stanley, to whom i 
custody had been entrusted, having freely and deliberate 
restored it to its lawful owner. H« was then bid to go a 
fetch the bnrgoraast^re and magistrates. 

Presently they apj)eared — -a dismal group, weeping andj 
woe-begone — the same board of strict Calvinists forcibly plat 
in office hut tliree months before by Leicester, through t 
agency of this very Stanley, who liad so sumniarily ejecte 
their popish predeeossors, and who only the night before h 
BO handsomely feasted themselves. They came forward, I 
tears running down their cheeks, crying indeed so piteous 
that even Stanley began t« weep bitterly himself. " I ha« 
not (lone this," he sobbed, " for power or pelf. Not the hop( 
of reward, but the love of God hath moved me." ' 

Presently some of the ex-magistratee made their app< 
ance, and a party of leading citizens went into a private hoiu 
with TaBsis and Stanley to hear statements and explanations— | 
as if any satisfactory ones were possible. 

Sir William, still in a melancholy tone, began to make a 
speech, through an interpreter, and again to protest tlmt lie 
had not been influenced by love of lucre. But a» be s 
mered and grew incoherent as he approached the point, Ta 
suddenly iuterriipted the conference. " Let us look » 
Boldiers," said he, " for they have been marching in the f 
weather half the night." So the Spanish troops, who 1 
been standing patiently to be rained upon after their loi 
march, until the burghers bad all deposited their arms in t' 
city-hall, were now billeted on the townspeople. Tas 



> "Sir William Btenley did fetoli 
■one of the comouma and mngiBtnitea 
to oolDe and welcome ToiiB. Witti 
we^ng tears and sad countenaocea 
they gave him reverenoe, sorry to see 
themtelvea w) betmyed. 

" When Sir William Stanley did see 
tlie piUinl state and soirowrul littarta 
of tne tmrghera, Ood msdu liiin have 
•ome fectiuff ot his wua. Hia own 
coiiscien(!e. it ae<uDHd, accuavd bimi 
•ad he letjit ailh the Inirgheri /or eom- 



aud oatlia tlial he bad 

eovetoiu mind for profit, but 

the discharge of 

ia now aaid ho hath luid shall 

BO.OOOi." Sir John Conway to 

Binsham, 28 Jan. 1587. (S.P. 01 

M?.) 



} Burgliley, : 

18.) 
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peremptory orders that do injury should be offered to persons 
or property on pain of death ; and, by way of wholesome 
example, hung eeveral Hibernians the Bome day who bad been 
detected in plundering the inhabitants.' 

The citizens were, as usual in such cases, offered the choice 
between embnwing the Catholic religion or going into exile, 
a certain interval being allowed them to wind up their affairs. 
They were also required to furnish Stanley and his regiment 
fiill pay for the whale period of their eervice since coming to 
the Provincea, and to Tassis three months' wages for his 
Spaniards in advance.* Stanley offered his troops the privih'ge 
f)f remaining with him in the service of Spain, or of taking 
their departure unmolested. The Irish troops were qnite 
willing to continue under their oM chieftain, particularly as it 
was intimated to tliem that there was an immediate prospect 
of a brisk campaign in their native island against the tyrant 
Elizabeth, under the liberating banners of Philip. And 
certainly, in an age where religion constituted country, these 
feirent Catholics could scarcely be censured for taking arms 
against the sovereign who persecuted their religion and them- 
selves. These honest barbarians had broken no oath, vio- 
lated no trust, had uever pretended sympathy with freedom 
or affection for their Queen. They had fought fiercely under 
the chief who led them into battle— they had robbed and 
plundered voraciously as opportunity served, and had been 
occasionally hanged for their exploits ; but Deventer and Fort 
Zutphen had not been confided to their keeping ; and it was a 
pleasant thought to them, that approaching invasion of Ireland, 
" I will ruin the whole country from Holland to Friesland," 
said Stanley to Captain Newton, " and then I will play such 

tkiTearage due to Stanle; and hU 
rGgimeot, sitbeoce their coming into 
those countries, wbo had reoetved a 
mouth's paf of tbu States not eight 
days before he reoeived the enemy 
inlo the town. The; were aim re- 
quired to famish and delivfir as much 
more money w might give tbioa 
months to the troapa of the enetuj 
tben newly entered. 



' Reyd. obi tup. 

* Wilkes to I*iEe»ter. 24 Jan. 1587. 
(B. P. Office H8.) 

" From the market-place Taxis and 
Btenley went to the towu-boiiBo, 
wUther the woeftil magirtrutes were 
oklled uul mode to welcome Taxis, 
Knd were then required with all eipe- 
dition to rnniish and make ready bo 
much money as ihonld pay ill the 
VOL. II. 
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a game in Ireland an the Queen hus never eeen tho like aStM 

the days of her life." ' 

Newton had already been solicited by Rowland York to tahft^ 

service under Parma, and had indigrnantly declined. 

Edmund Carey and his men, four hundred in all, refused, 1 

a man, to take part iii the moustroue treason, and were allowi 
I to leave the city,^ This was the case with all the Engli^ J 

officers. Stanley and York were the only gentlemen who aoM 

this occasion sullied the honour of England. 

Captain Henchman, who had been taken prisoner i 

skirmish a few days before the surrender of Deventer, waa noi 

brought to that city, and earnestly entreated by Tassia and hym 

Stanley to seize this opportunity of entering the service of Spe 

"You shall have great advancement and preferment," 

, Tassis. " His Catholic Majesty has got ready very many ships J 

l&r Ireland, and Sir William Stanley is to be general of tktM 



" And you sbaU choose your own preferment," said Stanley^J 
" for I know you to be a brave man." 

" I would rather," replied Henchman, '* serve my prince imJ 
loyalty as a be^;ar, than to be known and reported » liellJ 
traitor, with breach of conscience." 

" Continue so," replied Stanley, unabashed ; *' for this is t 
very principle of my own enlargement : for, before, I s 
the devil, and now I am serving God." 

The offers and the arguments of the Spaniard and the I 
renegade were powerless with the blunt captain, and notwith* 
standing " divers other traitorous alledgements by Sir William I 
for his most vile facts," as Henchman expressed it, that officer J 



■ " Qoo le Colonel SbuJe? loi a 
profere, Je me eompoHerui IcUement 
que le pays jnsqn'cai HoUande v\ enlre 
Wetul et Etnbden, geront en tout 
rninr, dudaiu six jourv ; at cauaerai en 
Irliui Ja IdI jt^u deEUCim que la Reine 
D'avacnsaviu." ^CBmiiuition of CapL 
Thomaa Novton touoliing tlie loss of 
Deventer, bciaro the Conudl of State, 
II Jwi. 1587. (6. P. Office MS) 

" XLat he (.Lieutenant JoliD Beenan, 



in Stanley's aervii^e, 

may deliver to Sir Fnuicis Waliinp 

i ham some circiunstauces of Uu mt- 
reDdering of Deventer, and irhal 
Hpcecbes poaaed from Sir Williao 

I Stanley tonchiug Irtlalul, vhither b* 
thinks to be sent to work her Mqaty 
aome trouble and aluiof. if ho iliaU 

I be abli>." 8ir John Norm to F. Wat 

1 ■inglu>m.I9Jan.lSa7.(B.P.OCMS: 
> Wilkea to hwitiibit. M Jan. ' 

I befiire cited.) 
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remained in poverty and captivity until such tiine as be could 
be exclianged.' 

Stanley subsequently attempted in various ways to defend 
bis eharacter. He bad a commiseion from Leicester, be said, 
to aerve whom he cbose — as if the governor-general had 
contemplated his serving Pbilip IL with that commission ; 
lie bad a passport to go whitber he liked — as if his passport 
entitled him to take the city of Deventer along with him ; he 
uwed no allegiance to the States ; he was discharged Irom his 
promise to the Earl ; he was his own master ; be witnted 
neither money nor preferment ; ho hod been compelled by liiw 
cons(;ience and his duty to God to restore Uio city to its lawful 
master, and so on, and so ou.^ 

Bat whether he owed the States allegiance ur not, it is 
certain that he had accepted their money to relieve himself 
and his troops eight days before his treason. That Leicestifr 
had discharged him irom his proniiBes to such an extent as to 
justify hie Horrendering a town committed to his honour for 
safe keeping, certainly deserved no answer ; that his duty to 
conscience required him to restore the city argued a somewhat 
tardy awakening of that monitor in the breast of the man who 
tiiree months before had wrested the place with the armed 
hand from men suspected of Catholic inclinations ; that his 
first motive liowever was not the mere love of money, was 
doubtless tree. Attachment to his religion, a desire to atone 
for his sins ^;ainst it, the insidious temptings of his evil spirit, 
Tcffk,' who was the chief organizer of the conspiracy, and the 

(obi nip.) has n Hl[ght aUusion to tbe 
name tffluct, but 1 have found dd other 
iutinuitioa of this very iinprobable 
flusjiicioD with regard to 8ir Willuim. 
The EngUah hUtorian also atstea that 
sftei the troaaoQ Stauile^ culled hw 
Iroopa tile SemiaHry regiment of iol- 
(iitn, to liefeod tbe RumiBb religiou 
hj tbuir dworila, a« the Seminary 
piieHtB by their writingsi Cardinal 
Atleu pnwed bie deed in his funons 



I Haniy Hencbjnan to 'Waleingham, 
22 Harch, I6S7. (S. P. Office MS.) 
TUidem varbii. 

> Bor, Berd, Strada, H<wfd. ' Ver- 
Tolgb,' Le FetiU Wageaoar. uM lun, 
BcntiToclio, P. IL i. t. 312. P. 
Hand Ann, nl. 398. Cundeii, IIL 
a»7-30B. 

' Aoeording to Ctundon, Tork hod 
pcnnad«d Sliuiley that ho hod been 
HOcosod b^ the eoiupimlora of beine 
engngcd m the BauiietoD plot, and 
that be wiis "forthwith to be sent 
iulo Englnnd, to bu hanged." Uonteiu 
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prospect of gratifying a wild and wicked atnbitioii — these w) 
the springs that moved him. SuniH — varying from 30/ ' 
to a pension of 1500 pistolets a year — were mentioned, 
the stipulated price of his treason, by Norris, Wiltes, Con' 
and others ; ' but the Duke of Parma, in narrating the 
affair in a private letter to the King, explicitly stated that 
had found Stanley " singularly disinterested." 

" The colonel was only actuated by religious motives,' 
said, " asking for no reward, except that be might serve in 
Majesty's army thenceforth — and this is wortliy to be mitad. 

At tlie same time it appears from this correspoudencc, that 
the l)uke recommended, and that the King bestowed, 
" iiiercL-d," which Stanley did not refuse ;" and it was very 
known tliat to no persona in the world was Pliih'p apt to 
generous as to men of liigh rank, Flemish, Walloon, or Engl 
who deserted the cause of bis rebellious subjects to 
his own banners. Yet, strange to relate, almotst at tht 
moment that Stanley was communicating liia fatal act of 
treason, in order that he might open a high career for his 
ambition, a most brilliant destiny was about to dawn upoi 
him. The Queen had it in contemplation, in recompense 
his dintinguialied serWces, and by advice of Leicester, to 
great honours and titles upon him, and to appoint him Vict 
of Ireland — of that very country which he was now proj 
as an enemy to his sovereign and as the purchased tool of 
foreign despot, to invade.* 



a, tha t 
ved, j^H 
-y>N^H 

^glia^H 

:3M 



' MS. Letters bofora cited. Doylej 
to Wobdngluun, 25 Mjircb, 15ST. (S. F. 
Office H8.) 

> " Qae ba «di) de Dota," &o. 
Fiiniui to Philip, 12 Feb. 1S87. (Ajcb. 
de SimaDcos, MS,) 

• Ibid. Coiupare Bcntivoglio, P.n. 
L T. 312. " Era Callolico lo Slanley, 
e mottrS di furlo pur ziilo priacipnl- 
muntc di Heligione," bqjb the CitJdi- 
, nal, " coDlocciO De fn prenu'iUa targa- 
*>«nle dot R6, e taato piu, pcrvhe cgli 
tird (DO) tkcl medeumo •erritio UiUi 
gti Inoieri cli" erarano in Dovcntcr." 
&u. Thia lust atatcnu'Dt we liaTe seen 
to be entirely a misluko. 



Compare Strada, O. 46S, 4G9. who is 
rery eiupbatio wiUi regard lo tbo 
parity of Stunlej's motirei : " Holum 
ae ad dedendsm urbem Stanluu* ■( 
JQOEit. Qon largitiooilnu, wit Lonofl 
titnlie. proditurum prt-tiiB ; guoi qt 
vii obiala rtgimtrit oti oliena k n 
nun clmitniline, yitaqne bob," 
The Je«uil Bdd«, that the Doke wuml* 
adjured hisaoTi^rtign ndttooUowTOcfi 
dimiitercBtednoas to go ourewarded — 
and it did not. 

• Tliia IB Btated diatinclly l.j I 
cester in bis lettiT to the S|bIcs-0«. 
ral, 1)11 first being informed of t 
nirrender of Doventer ; — " • ■ ~ •' 
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Stanley's subsequent fate wiis obscure. A price of .3000 
florins was put by the States upon Ids head and upon that of 
York.' He went to 8pain, and afterwards returned to Hie 
Provmces, Ho was even reported to have become, llirougli 
the judgment of God, a lunatic,* although the tale wanted con- 
finnation ; and it is certain that at the close of the year he had 
mustered his i-egiment uudL-r Fumese, prepared to join the 
Duke in the great invasion of England.^ 

Itowland York, who was used to such practices, cheerfully 
conaumraated his crime on the same day that witnessed the 
Burrender of Deventer, He rode up to tlie gates of that city 
on tiie morning of the 29th January, inquired quietly whether 
Tassie was master of the place, and then gallopped furiously 
back the ten miles to Itis fort. Entering, he called his soldiera 
together, bade them tear in pieces the coloura of England, and 
follow him into the city of Zntphen.* Two companies of 
States' troops offered resistance, and attempted to hold the 
place ; but they were overpowered by the English and Irish, 
assisted by a force of Spaniards, who, by a concerted move- 
ment, made their appearance from the town. He received a 
handsome reward, having far surpassed the Duke of Parma's 



■n'an^linciitent tont pliu Ae Tegitit qo 
•f eu d'oDtendro in traluBoa de ta villn 
(tc DeTeuter. qu bile a eatu formo pur 
la Inaclirl^ de celuy aaqnel S. H. tnt 
v/mIu omjier roi/anmai «n(i«ri et tequul 



to the Slates-General, ^ Feb. 1587. 



»"BjIellBH from DeTenter, thav 

write that tlie traitor Blanloy BruwetL 
ftaatic — B jagt punuliineut of God — 
I uid hi* met! verj poor and in miaerj. 
The other traitor, York, hiu been 
■»eu of Istu in Autntip oud Bnuaela. 
Utile re);BnIud. irhode deterniioatioii 
a go to Bpun or Naples, there to 



live on hia stipend, out of the stir of 
these waiB, fearing that which I hope 
to God he sh^ never eguape." 
Captain Ed. Bumbam to WaJaiDgh&in, 
7March,l&S7. (S. P. Office US.} 

" It a bruited that Stanley wafi □□« 
lately become a, lunatic, void of go- 
venunent and diaoretjon. ... If tliis 
be trne, UB be waa ^own for a 
traitor, au he may bu noted for a funl," 
Lloyd to WalsiciKham, Id Oct 15S7. 
(S.P. Office MS.) 

' ■■ Among Ihtm, Sir Williftm Bloii- 
lej wa9 the leader of his comp&niea, 
SOO or 900 men, the moat port Irish 
and Seotoh and the reit English. I 
huani an ItaUaa captain report that 
Stanley's companiea were the best that 
tlieyranko aooonut of." John GilcB 
to Walainghsm, i Deo. 1587. (S. P. 
Office MB.) 

• WUkea lo I«iceater, 24 Jan. 1587. 
8. P. Office MS.} 
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expectations, when he made hia original oflfer of service, 
died very suddenly, after a great banquet at Deventer, in t 
course of the same year, not liaving succeeded in making his 
escape into Spain to live at ease on his stipend. It was 8Ui>- 
poaed that he was poisoned ; but the charge in those days was 
a common one, and nobody cared to investigate the sabjecL 
His body waa subsequently eshumed — when Deventer came 
into the hands of the patriots — and with impotent and con- 
temptible malice hanged upon a gibbet. This was the end of 
Rowland Tork.^ 

Parma was highly gratified, as may be imagined, at such 
Huece^fiil results. " Thus Fort Zutphen," said he, " about 
which there have been so many fisticuEfs, and Deventer — which 
was the real object of the last campaign, and which has cost 
the English so much blood and money, and is the safety of 
Groningen and of all those Provinces — is now your Majesty's. 
Moreover, the effect of this treason must be to sow great , 
distrust between the English and the rebels, who will hei 
forth never know in wliom they can confide." * 

Parma was very right in this conjecture. Moreover, thai 
was just then a fearful run against the States. The castle 
Wauw, within a league of Bergen-op-Zoom, which had 1 
entrusted to one Le Marchand, a Frenchman in the service 
the republic, was delivered by him to Parma for 16,000 floritu 
" 'Tis a very important post," said the Duke, " and the mow 
was well laid out," ^ 

The loss of the city of Gelder, capital of the Province of & 
same name, took place in the summer. This town belong 
to the jurisdiction of Martin Scheuk, and was- his chief pla 
of deposit for the large imd miscellaneous property acqui 
by him dnriug liis desultory, but most profitable, freebootiaa 
career. The famous partisan was then absent, engaged in | 
loerative job in the way of his profession. He had made I 

'Dot, Beyil. Hoofd. Wageimar, ■ Pomut to Philip II. IS Feb. 158 

Btnida, BeiitiTaglia,OuiidtD.Le Petit, (Areh. du Simanraa MS.) 
H<iraeiia, lopi. lUtati: Baker's Chro- • Ibid. Coinnttre Bor, n. i 

nieIo,38a. MBk.renxiv.248-2M. MS. Btrada. IL 106. Wagenwr, v 

Letten tinoAj died. Hanutiu. UI. 397 d mitU. oL 
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contract — in a very business-like way — with tbe States, to 
defend the city of Rheinbei^ and all t.he country round 
against the Duke oi' Parma, pledging himeelf to keep on foot 
for that purpose an army of 3300 foot and 700 horae. For 
this extensive and important operation he was to receive 
20,000 florins a month from the general exeliequer, and in 
addition he was to be allowed the brandschatz — the black- 
mail, that is to Bay — of the whole countrj'-side, and the 
taxation upon all vessels going up and down the river before 
RheinbeTg; an ad valorem duty, in short, upon all river- 
merchandise, assessed and collected in summary fashion.' 
A tariff thiiB enforced was not likely to be a mild one ; and , 
although the States considered tliat they had got a " good 
penny-worth " by the job, it was no easy thing to get the 
better, in a bargain, of tbe vigilant Martin, who was as thrifty 
8 Bpecolator as bo was a desperate fighter. A more accom- 
plished highwayman, artistically and enthusiastically devoted 
to liis pursuit, never Lved. Nobody did his work more 
thoroughly — ^nobody got himself better paid for his work — 
and Thomas WUkes, that excellent man of , business, thought 
the States not likely to make much by their contract.^ Never- 
theless, it waa a, comfort to know that tbe work would not bo 



I 



Schenk was accordingly absent, jobbing tbo Kheinberg 
si*^, and in his place one Aristotle Patton, a Scotch colonel 
in tl»e States' service, was commandant of Gelders, Now the 
thrilty Scot had an eye to business, too, and was no more 
troubled with qualms of conscience than Kowland York himself. 
Moreover, he knew himself to be in great danger of losing his 
place, for Leicester was no friend to him, and intended to 
supersede him. Patton had also a decided grudge against 
Martin Schenk, for that truculent personage had recently 
administered to bim a drubbing, which no doubt he had richly 
deserved.* Accordingly, when tlie Duko of Parma made a 

■ Wilkes k> LeiciHtur. 3 Dec. 1586. I grnpliia, EL DO. Oompare WagcDoar, 
(8. P. Office H6.) ' Ibid. viii. 226, vbo ia the authority for the 

' 8tni4a, U. 500. Baudaitii Folemo- 1 illiutrioua pagan name of the Scot. 
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secret offer to him of 36,000 florins if he would quietly 6iir« 

render the city entrusted to him, the colonel jumped at 80 

excellent an opporttmity of circumventing Leicester, feeding 

his grudge against Martin, and making a handsome fortune for 

himself. He knew his trade too well, however, to accept the 

oflTer too eagerly, and hargained awhile for better terms, and 

to such good purpose, that it was agreed he should have not 

only the 36,000 florins, but all the horses, arms, plate, fumi- 

turo, and other moveables in the city belonging to Schenl^ 

tbat he could lay his hands upon. Here were revenge and 

solid damages for the unforgotten assault and battery — fot 

Schenk's property alone made no inconsiderable fortune — and 

accordingly the city, towards Alidsummer, was surrendered to- 

the Seigneur d'Haulfepenne.' Bloreover, the excellent Patton 

had another and a loftier motive. He was in lore. He had 

[ also a rival. The lady of his thoughts was the widow of 

I Pontns de Noyelle, Seigneiu" de Boura, who had once saved 

I the citadel of Antwerp, and afterwards sold that city and 

timself. His rival was no other than the great Seigueur de 

I Champagny, brother of Cardinal GranvcUe, eminent as soldiert 

L diplomatist, and flnancier, but now growing old, not in affluent : 

[- drcumstances, and much troubled with the gout Madame,] 

\ de Bours had, however, accepted his hand, and had flxed the 

r day for the wedding, when the Scotchman, thus suddenly, 

I enriched, renewed a previously unsuccessful suit. The widow: 

then, partially keeping her promise, actually celebrated her 

nuptials on the appointed evening ; but, to the surprise nf the 

Provinces, she became not tlie haulte et putaaanU dame ie 

Champagny, but Mrs. Aristotle Patton.* 

For this last treason neither Leicester nor the English were^ 
responsible. Patton was not only a Scot, but a follower 
Hohenlo, as Leicester loudly protested.' Le Marchant was 



' Ibid. Leicester to Wobtngliiun, 
4 Julj, 4 Aug. laar. Lloyd to Wul- 
■j>i«:linm. 3 July. 1587. 1 8. P. OlHpe 
MSS.) Bat Slnuls riaU'a that Uie 
plate tmd olln-r property were rcaetrt-d 
to the Spmuuli eaTommeut 



> Baudarl. vhi mp. U Petit 
346-M7. 

' ■■ It in ao Ibnt Geld<>re in lost, given 
up bj Pntoii. Uie Scotolimaa, mid com- 
rnatidud thitlier by ihe Oount UuUock. 
I imd bath been wlrolly at hi* "--■■ — 



I 
1 



1587. THESE TREASONS CAST ODIUM ON THE ENGLISH. ISl 

FrenchmaD. But Deventer and Zutpheii were places of vitwl 
importance, and Stanley au Euglishman of highest considera- 
tion, one who had been deemed worthy of the command iu 
chief in Leicester's absence. Moreover, a comet in the service 
of the Earl's nephew. Sir Robert Sidney, had been seen at 
Zutphen in conference with Tassis ; and the horrible suepicion 
went abroad that even the illustrious name of Sidney was to 
be polluted also.' This fear was fortunately false, although the 
comet was unquestionably a traitor, with whom the enemy had 
been tampering ; but the mere thought that Sir Robert Sidney 
could betray the trust reposed in him was almost enough to make 
the still nnburied corpse of his brother arise from the dead. 

Parma was right when he said that all conlidence of the 
N^etherlondeis in the Englishmeu would now be gone, and 
that the Provinces would begin to doubt tlieir best friends. 
No fresh treasons followed, but they were expected every day. 
An organized plot to betray the country was believed in, and 
a howl of execration swept through the land. The noble 
deeds of Sidney and Willoughby, and Norris and Pelham, and 
Roger Williams, the honest and valuable services of Wilkes, 
the generosity and courage of Leicester, were for a season 
forgotten. The English were denounced in every city and 
village of the Netherlands as traitors and miscreants. Re- 
spectable English merchants went from hosteh-y to hostelry, 
and from town to town, and were refused a lodging for love 
or money. The nation was put under ban.' A most melan- 
choly change from the beginning of tlie year, when the very 
men who were now loudest in denunciation and fiercest in hate, 
had been the warmest &iends of Elizabeth, of England, Und of 
Leicester. 



tnd conmumdmenL Yet for the good 
lutiirti of NorriB and Wllliea. so auon 
■s they heard of tliis, reported to tlie 
SUtea that tliia Putton was a cotoael 
of mj prefenuent to make the people 
to hate me," be. Leicester to WaUing- 
ham. 2 July. 1587. (8. P. Office MS.) 
It w3\ he perceived that tbia oecur. 
rence hu been placed in jnitapuwtioD 
KithauDDaroccunencea io thenana- 



tive, although a few montlia removed 
troai thciD In chroDologicol sequence. 

■ EiBmiuBtion of Newton. MB. 
before citi>d. Compare Meteren xiv. 
24S-Mn. Heyd, vi. 97-98. 

1 Wilkea to HnttoD. 21 Jan. 1587. 
Memorial siveu to Sir Roger Williaiii!!. 
Feb. 1587. Wilkea to tlie Qnecii, 
16 Feb. 1587. (8. P. Offiau MSS.j 
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At Hohenlo'a table the opiniou was loudly expressed, en 
in the presence of Sir Koger Williams, that it was liigU 
improbable, if a mau like Statdey, of such high rftuk i 
kiugdom of England, of such great connections and larg 
means, could commit such a treason, that he could do ■ 
without the knowledge and consent of her Majesty,' 

Bameveld, in council of state, declared that Leicester, 
hiB restrictive letter of 24th November, had intended to can 
the autliority over the republic Into England, in order t 
dispose of everything at his pleamire, in conjunction with t 
English cabinet-council, and that the country had never b 
BO cheated by the French as it had now been by the Euglic 
and that their government had become insupporfable.' 

Councillor Carl Roorda maintained at the table of Ele( 
TruchsesB that the countrj' had fallen de tyrannide in tyrant 
dem, and — if they had spumed the opjiressiou of the Spi 
and the French — that it was now time to rebel against t 
EngUah, Barneveld and Buys loudly declared that the J 
vineoB were able to protect themaolvea witliout foreign ( 
anco, and that it was very iujurious to imprera a con 
opinion upon the public mintL^ 

The whole college of the States-General came before t 
state-council, and demanded the name of the man to wha 
the Earl's restrictive letter bad been delivered — that doc 
ment by which the governor had dared surreptitiously i 
annul the authority whicli publicly he had delegated to tJ 
body, and tliua to deprive it of the power of preventing i 
tieipnted crimes. After much colloquy the name of Bra 
was given, and, had not the culprit fortunately been i 
his life might have been in danger, for rarely had ( 
statesmen been so thoroughly infuriated.' 

No language can exaggerate the consequences of I 

' AbngcB olTend to her Mnjesty flud I ' Ibid. Compnre Slmda, DL 4 
Ui> EiDHllency and tiie wiiole English | Bentivnglio. P. n. 1. iv. 3IS-3U 
nation by tbe Btatoa and Dthcn. April.' Ugr.tl. xxii. 883; Wag 
1587. (8. P. Office MS.) Sir J. Norria I et mult. al. 
toW»Uineliam.2aMwoli, 1587. (8. P. * Wilkoa to Loioerter, M Jm. I! 
OffloB BIS.) 1 Ibid. I (8. P. Office MS.) 
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wretched treason. Unfortnnately, too, tbe abject condition 
to which the English troops bad been reduced by the uig- 
gardlinesa of their sovereign was an additional canse of 
danger. Leicester was gone, and sinoe her favourite was no 
longer iii the Netherlands, the Queen seemed to forget that 
there was a single Englishman apon that fatal soil. In five 
fTwnt/u not one penny had been sent to her troops. While the 
Earl had been there one hundred and forty thonsand pounds 
had been sent in seven or eight months. After bis departure 
not five thousand ponnds were sent in one half year.' 

Tbe Engl ish soldiers, who had fought so well in every Flemifib 
battle-field of freedom, had become — suoh as were left of 
them — mere famishing half naked vagabonds aud marauders. 
Brave soldiers bad been changed by their sovereign into 
brigands, and now the universal odium which suddenly 
attached itself to (be English name converted them into 
outcasta. Porlom and crippled creatures swarmed about the 
Provinces, but were forbidden to come through the towns, and 
so wandered about, robbijig hen-roosts and pillaging the 
peasantry.* Many deserted to the enemy. Many begged 
their way to England, and oven \a the very gates of the 
palace, and exhibited their wounds aud their misery before 
the eyes of that good Queen Bess who claimed to be tbe 
mother of her subjects, — and begged for bread in vain.^ 

The English cavalry, dwindled now to a body of five 
hundred, starving and mutinous, made a foray into Holland, 
rather as highwaymen than soldiers. Count Maurice com- 
manded their instant departure, and Hohenlo swore that if 
the order were not instantly obeyed, be would put himself at 
the head of his troops and cut every man of them to pieces,* 
A most painful and humiliating condition for brave men who 
hod been fighting the battles of their Queen aud of tbo republic, 
to behold themselves — through tho parsimony of the one and 

' J, NonistaWalMngliftni,25Miiich, * Memoriul Cm 'Dtag\Aej'a hnoil) 'if 

1587. (8. P. Office MS.) (Lings to be dedared. Not. 1587. (8. 

' Wilkes to tho Qoaen, IG Feb. 1587. P. Office MS.) 

Same to W nLringliat)! , 19 Jan. 1587. * Wilkes to Leioeator, 12 Maicb, 

(8, P. OiBoe MS&) 1567. (MS.) 
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the iufuriated Bentmeiit of the other — enrapelled to staire, I 
rob, or to be massacred by those whom they hod left their 
homes to del'end ! 

At last, honest Wilkes, over watchful of his duty, Bucc«ed« 
" in borrowing oight hundred pounds sterling for two monthi^B 
"pawning his own carcase" as he expressed himself. TbtfV 
gave tlie troopers about thirty shillings a man, with whickl 
relief they became, for a time, contented and well disposed.' 

• Wiltes to Leicester, 12 Mareli, 

1587. (MS.) " So great U the lack of 

diacipliae amang ttie earriauiu," vrulu 

WilEM^ ** eapeciallj of our nation, that 

I am aahamed to beaz the continual 

■ 4ompluQts which come to this council 

' ut them. And albeit Sir John 

ia and I have vrittea otten unto 

iiaptaJDB and goTcnuns to see re- 

J Ibimation had of the insalencee and 

I disurduni of tlieir aolditre wiUiiii the 

1 towns, it ia notwithatoiuling mt slen- 

I derl; reepeeted us there (uUoireUi uo 

-— iwtoieut fit a!] : BO aa we begin to 

« aa butefiU to the poopte aa the 

niard himielf, uAa goBernelh All 

I tettnt of txinquttt vitH a milder hand 

" we do our friend* anil aBiei. The 

» hereof wo find to bo two. The 

' one ia for lock of poy, withont which 

it i. ' "' ' ■- 



e not b«n paid from tlie hegianing 

I (if Beptoinber luat, being now aboot 
Ave oiuntha. The otbur ia lui-k of 

i gOTeroment in the captsing and ofBcpra. 

I irbo for the most port ore either such 
M never served before, and have no 
jndKmeat— no not to tule themHclvcs, 
andHuch at make Uieir profit of the 
poor Boldieta bo extremul; aa thi^y are 
hateTul to the companies, wherein if 
there is no redroBH, it were l)ctter h<.T 
Hajealy did revoke all ; for as the cose 
of the common auldier now stoodeth 
the Statea receive little or no service 

I «f them but spoil and ruin of tlioir 

■■" u and countries." Wilkes to Wnl- 

Lin, ]9Jan. 1587. lUB.) 



uiil coiifusioti to 



captaiag of tho horacmen," 
" are all in England, and tberebj 
mort of Ibu cfmpanies evil led a 
goveroud, committing dailf npon ' 



ther with the example of the 1 
treasons of Stanley and York, hi 
drawn our nation into the hatred q 
this people very deeply, so a» Iboy ■] 
for tlie most jpiirt turned out of til 
towns, and refused to be taken u 
garrisoa. The horsemen, de«titat« 4 
money and food, ore, without o 
entcrnl now into Holland (ui n 
place for thoir abodel, where the peopt 
are risen aghast them, and they I 
the niuuber of 500 or tiOO, in tem 
either thumxelves to do mischief. « 
themselves to be cut in pienw by ti 
country— a case very lamentuble to m 
that ftt-l the grief of no hard a chuiM* 






L find a 



rt? *t}^:"'. 



I Wlgbam, 1! 
And aga 



ab<>u 



ers (myself 

:, by God's 
the danger of my life) to take s 
order to relieve your people in i 
distress, myself offering my caKaa 
pawn, to answer as mncli as they it _, 
eat, after a certain rate, t flna thcq 
reaaunably inclined, yet affected tf. 
two impedimenta— a strange jealon^, * 
by them conceived of all our nation; 
the otlier their own want ■ , . . The 
confiisious are wonderful that are 
grown in this Btate in the absence of 
my Lord of Leicester, whiob half 
opened many gaps to disordon," i 
Wilkes to the Queen. IK Feb. 1' 
18. P. Office MS.) 
Aim! onee more bo wril<* " I ■ 
remedy for them but t 



« sru reduced (or want i uiyttolf for some means to Gwd tlitf 
ui [Mjf, iiBTuii; reueivfd iiutbing ftom ' until Other order might ' - ' ' — 
1 SqiL lu that day" (.10 FehJ. " The | wltorcupoB with the lietp « 
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Is this picture exaggerated ? Is it drawn by pencils hostile 
to the English nation or the English Queen ? It is her own 
generals and confidential comisuUors who have told a story 
in all its painful details, which has hardly found a place in 
other chronicles. The parsimony of the great Queen must 
ever remain a blemish on her character, and it was never 
more painfully exliibited than towards her brave soldiers in 
Flanders in the year 1587. Thomas Wilkes, a man of truth, 
and a man of accounts, had informed Elizabeth that the 
cxpeufies of one year's war, since Leicester had been governor- 
general, had amounted to exactly five hundred and seventy- 
tune thousand three hundred and sixty ]>ounds and nineteen 
shillings, of wliich sum one hiindnd and forty-six thousand 
three hundred and eighty-six poun<ls and eleven shillings had 
been spent by her Majesty, and the balance had been paid, 
or was partly oiving by the States.' These were not agreeable 
figures, but the figures of honest accountants rarely flatter, 
and Wilkes was not one of those financiers who have the wish 
or the gift to make things pleasant. He had transmitted the 
accounts jnst as they had been delivered, certified by the 
treasurers of the States and by the English paj-masters, and 
the Queen was appalled at the sum-totala. She could never 
proceed with such a war as that, she said, and she declined 
a loan of sixty thousand pounds which the States requested, 
besides stoutly refiising to advance her darling liobin a 
penny to pay off the mortgages upon two-thirds of his estates, 
on which the equity of redemption was fast expiring, or to 
give him the slightest help in furnishing him forth anew for 
the wars. 

Tet not one of her statesmen doubted that these Netherland 
battles were English battles, almost as much as if the fighting- 
ground bad been the Isle of Wight or the coast of Kent, the 






Wilkei to Leicester, 



CTedil, Mid pflwu of mj own carciioe, | 

to repay at Uio end of two months 

9001. whieb I dirided among tliu com- „ . . 

patij«« dutrt-BHed, lidng oigtit in num- 1 587. Same to Boighle;, 12 Jan. ISST. 

ber. wliieL extended to th&ty HhUlinga I ^S. F. Office MSB.) 



186 THE imn-ED NETHERLANDS. Chap. Sin. ' 

charts of whicli the statesmen aad generals of 8pain were I 
l oftil y conniog. 

Wilkes, too, while defending Leicester stoutly behind hia I 
boc'k, doing his be^ to explaiu his short-comings, lauding hi» I 
courage and generosity, and adyocating hia beloved theory of 1 
popular sovereignty with much ingenuity and eloquence, had I 
told him the truth to hia face. Although assuring him thafc I 
if he came back soon, he might rule the States « as a school- i 
master doth his boys,"^ he did not fail to set before him tho' I 
disastrous effects of his sudden departure and of his protracted' f 
absence ; he liad painted in darkest colours the results of the J 
Boventer treason, he had uuveileJ the cabals agai 
authority, he had repeatedly and vehemently implored 1uk)| 
return; he bad imformed the Queen, that notwithstandin 
some errors of administration, he was much t)ie fittest maiixl 
to represent her in the Netherlands, aud that he could"! 
accomplish, by reason of his experienco, more in three months 
tlian any other men could do in a year. He had done hia 
best to reconcile the feuds which existed between hji" and 
important personages in the Netherlands, he had been the 
author of the compbmentary letters sent to h'l" in the name^ 
of the Statea-Gieneral — to the great satisfaction of the Queen^ 1 
but he had not given up his friendship with Sir John Norris^,! 
because he said "the virtues of the man made him as worthy I 
of love as any one livmg, and because the more he knevfl 
liim, the more he had cause to affect and to admire him."' 

This was the unpardonable offence, and for this, and for-4 
having told the truth about the acconnta, Leicester deuoancedl 
\Vilkes to the Queen as a traitor and a hypocrite, and ' 
threatened repeatedly to take bis life. He had eren the 
meanness to prejudice Eurghley against him — by indi 
to the Lord-Treasurer that he too had been maligned by i 
Wilkes — and thus most effectually damaged the character of i 
the plaiu-Hpoken councillor with tlie Queen and many offl 

' Wilkei to Walnngh«m, 17 Feb. I 1587. Siuue to WaUDghan, 17 MM, 
1587. (8. P. Office KS.) 1587. ^ P. Office MS8.) 

> Ibid. Same to the Queen. 16 Feb. | 
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her advisers ; notwithstanding that he plaintively besought 
liec to " allow him to reiterate his sorry Bong, aa doth tho 
cuckoo, that she would pleaae not condemn her poor servant 
unheard." ' 

Immediate action was taken on the Deventer trea«on, and 
on the general relations between the Stattis-General and the 
English government Bameveld immediately drew up a 
severe letter to the Earl of Leicester. On the 2nd Eebruary 
Wilkes came by chance into tlie assembly of the Sttttes- 
GeneraJ with the rest of the councillors, and found Bameveld 
just demanding the public reading of that document. Tho 
letter was read. Wilkes then ruse and made a few remarks. 

" Tho letter aeems rather sharp upon his Excellency," he 
observed. " There is not a word in it," answered Barneveld 
curtly, " that is not perfectly true ; " and with this he cut the 
matter short, and made a long speech upon other mattera 
which were then before the assembly. 

Wilkes, very anxious as to the effect of the letter, both upon 
public feeling in England and upon hia own position as 
English councillor, waited immediately upon Count Maurice, 
President van der Myle, and upon Villiers the clergyman, and 
implored their interposition to prevent the transmission of the 
epistla They promised to make an effort to delay its despatch 
or to mitigate its tone. A fortnight afterwards, however, 
Wilkes learned with dismay, that the document (tlie leading 
passages of which will be given hereafter) had been sent to its 
destination.' 

Sfeantime, a consultation of civilians and of the family 
council of Coont Maurice was held, and it was determined that 
the Count should assume the title of Prince more formally 
than he had hitherto done,' in order that the actual head of 
the Naaaaus might be superior in rank to Leicester or to any 
1587. 



, 17 May. 
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man who could be sent £rom England. Manrioe was also 
appointed by the States, provisionallyy govemoivgeneral, 
with Hohenlo for his lientenant^generaL^ That formidable 
personage, now fully restored to health, made himself very 
busy in securing towns and garrisons for the party of Holland^ 
and in cashiering all Amctionaries suspected of Engh'sh 
tendencies. Especially he became most intimate with Count 
Moeurs, stadholder of Utrecht — ^the hatred of which indiyiual 
and his wife towards Leicester and the English natioii, 
sprii^g originally from the unfortunate babble of Otheman, 
had grown more intense than ever, — ^' banquetting and 
feasting " with him all day long, and concocting a scheme^ 
by which, for certain considerations, the province of Utrecht 
was to be annexed to Holland under the perpetual stad- 
holderate of Prince Maurice. 

1 Meteren, xiy. 250. Wagenaar, tuL 201. Beyd, Ti 100. 



LEICESTER IN ENGLAND. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Ldceatetin EnRliind — Trial of Iho Quceti of Soots — Fearfiil Perplexity »t 
Uie Englidli Coort^ Inraluation and Obitinw; uf tile Queen— Nether- 
land Euvoys ia Englauil — Queen's bitter luvectiTe a^nat Uium — 
AmazemoQl of the Enroji — They conmlt witli her chief Councillota — 
RemiLrkB of Burghle; and DaviBoa — Fumtb of Febraary Letter from the 
Stales — lis severe Langiiiigo towards Leioealer — Painfiil poution of Hio 
EuToya at Court — Qaeen*B PDndmony towarda Leicester. 

The scene shifts, for a brief mten-al, to Englaud. Leicester 
had reached the court late in November. Those "blessed 
beams," under whose shade be was wont to find so much 
" refreshment and nutrition," had again fallen with full 
nuUance upon him. " Never since I waa born," said he, " did 
I receive a more gracious welcome."' Ala^, there was not 
BO much benignity for the starving English soldiers, nor 
for the Provinces, which were fast growing desperate ; but 
although their cause was so intimately connected with the 
" great cause," which tlien occupied Elizabeth, almost to the 
exclusion of other matter, it was, perhaps, not wonderful. 
although uufortunat«, that for a time the Netherlands should 



The " daughter of debate " had at last brought herself, it 
was supposed, within the letter of the law, and now began 
those odious scenes of Iiypocrisy on the part of Elizabeth, 
that frightful comedy — more melanclioly even than the 
solemn tragedy which it preceded and followed — which must 
ever remain the darkest passage in the history of the Queen. 
It is unnecessary, in these pages, to make more than a 
passing allusion to the condemnation and death of the Queen 
of Scots. Who doubts her participation in the Babington 
conspiracy ? Who doubts that she was the centre of one endless 

1 Leicester to Wilkes. 4 Dec. 1587. (S. P. Office UU.) 
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conspiracy by Spaiu and Itome agiuust tlio throne and lifol 
of Elizabeth? Who doubts that her lung imprisonment ilkV 
England was a violation of all law, all justice, all hujnanityf ■ 
Who doubts that the fineing, whipping, torturing, hanging I 
emboweUing of men, women, and children, guilty of uo othoT] 
crime than adhcttion to the Catholic faith, Imd assislod thai 
Pope and Philip, and tlieir bund of English, Scotch, aod Iiishl 
conspirators, to shake Elizabeth's throne aud endanger her life?'! 
Who doubts that, had the English sovereign been capable o 
conceiving the great thought of religious toleration, her reign] 
would have been more glorious than it was, the cause of Pro- 1 
teetantism and freedom more trium pliant, the name of J 
Elizabeth Tudor dearer to human lioarts? Who doubts thiitl 
there were many enliglitened and noble spirits among herl 

t Protestant subjects who lifted up their voices, over and over! 

t a^in, in parliament and out of it, to denounce that wicked I 
persecution exercised upon their inuocent CathoUc brethreDfl 
which was fast converting loyal Englishmeu, against theJEa 
will, into traitors and conspirators ? Yet who doubts that it f 
would have required, at exactly that moment, and in tbel 
midst of that crisiB, more elevation of soul than could fairlyJ 
be predicated of any individual, for Elizabeth iu 1587 t«l 
pardon Mary, or to relax iu the severity of her Iegislatioi|.a 
towards English Papists ? 

Yet, although a display of sublime virtue, such as the world I 
has rarely seen, was not to be expected, it was reasonable to ■ 
look for honest and royal dealing, from a great sovereign I 
brought at last face to face with a great event, Tlie "great I 
cause " demanded a great, straightforwanl blow. It waa I 
obvious, however, that it would be difficult, in the midst of ■ 
the tragedy and the comedy, for the Netherland business to \ 
come fairly before her Majesty. " Touching the Low Country I 
causes," said Leicester, "very little is done yet, by reason of 1 
the continued business wo have had about the Queen ofl 
Scots' matters. All the speech I have had witli her Majcstj 1 
hitherto touching those causes hath been but privati.'." 
• LaccBtcr to WUIicb, 4 Due. 1386. (S. P. Office MS.J 
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WalsinghaiD, longing for retirement, not only on account of 
"his infinite grief for the death of Sir Philip Sidney, wiiieh 
hatli been the cauae," he said, " that I have ever since betaken 
myself into solitariness, and withdrawn from pubhc affairs," 
but also by reason of the perveraeness aud difficiilty manifested 
in the gravest affairs by the sovereign he so faithfully served, 
eent infonnation, that, notwithstanding the arrival of some 
of the States' deputies, Leicester was persuading her Majesty 
to proceed first in the great c&xise. "Certain principal 
persons, chosen as committees," he said, " of both Houses are 
sent as humble suitors to her Majesty to desire that she 
would be pleased to give order for the execution of the 
Scottish Queen. Her Majesty made answer that she was 
loath to proceed in so violent a course against the said Queen, 
as the taking away of her life, and therefore prayed them to 
Ibink of some other way which might be for her own and 
their safety. They replied, no other way but her execution. 
Her Majesty, thongh she yielded no answer to this their latter 
reply, is contented to give order that the proclamation he 
published, and so also it is hoped that she will be moved by 
this their earnest instance to proceed to the tJiorough ench'ng 
of the cause.^ 

And 80 the cause went slowly on to its thorough ending. 
And when " no other way " could be thought of hiit to fake 
Mary's life, and when " no other way " of taking that life 
could be "devised," at Elizabeth's suggestion, except by 
pubh'c execution, when none of the gentlemen "of the 
association," nor Paulet, nor Drury — how skilfully soever 
their "pulses had been felt"" by Elizabeth's command — 
would commit assassination to serve a Queen who was capable 
of punishing them afterwards for the murder, the great 
cause came to its inevitable conclusion, and Mary Stuart 
was executed by command of Elizabeth Tudor. The world 
may continue to differ as to the necessity of the execution, 
but it has long since pronounced a unanimous verdict as to 
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tlie respective display of royal dignity by the two QueenS'l 
upon that great occasion. 

Dtiriug this interval the Netherlaod matter, almost as ritdl 
to England as the execution of Mary, was comparatively! 
neglected. It was not absolutely in abeyance, but the c 
dition of tlie Queen's mind coloured every state-affair with il 
tragic hues. Elizabeth, Itarassed, anxious, dreaming dretimt^ 
and enacting a horrible masquerade, was in the wot3t possiblvl 
temper to be approached by the envoys. She was furionsj 
with the Netherlandera for having maltreated her favourite;-f 
She was still more furious because their war waa costing aot 
much money. Her disposition became so uncertaio, herj 
temper so ungovernable, as to drive her counsellora to I 
their wit's ends. Burghley confessed himself " weary of his I 
miserable life," and protested " that the only desire he bad ii 
the world was to be delivered from the ungrateful burthen of 1 
service, which her Majesty laid upon him so very hcttvily."' 
Walsingliam wished himself "well established in Basle,"* | 
Tlie Queen set them all together by the ears. 8he wrangled J 
spitefully over the sum-totals from the Nt-therlunds ; shsJ 
worried Leicester, she scolded Burghley for defending Ia^i- J 
cester, and Leicester abused Burghley for taking part against i 



> Burghley loLi'ioeBler.7Fob.I5S7. 
(Brit. Hiu. Oalbo. C. li. 252. HS.) 

• WalHingli&in to Wilkos. i ISaj, 
15S7. (8. P. Offlcu MS.) 

' Durgbley to Ldcoetur. (US. borore 
cited.) 

" YcFiir Lorddliip is groBtl j oflendeil,' 
wtd tlio iionl Trocwnrur, "for my 
apwehei in her Mnjesty'a nrescuce. 
Wluit yoo conceive, my good Lord, ia 
beat known to yoaraeir ; wiml I meant 
il beat known to me ; luid I do avow 
ill tlie presence of God tliat I no more 
inoniit tu offend you in any thing I 
Bpuke. than I meant to uflcnd tlie best 
Huil dearcBt friend 1 onn inmeino in 
England. And yol her Miijusty many 
tlmei cliargetb me tlial I conneit, I 
flatter, I dure not gpeuk unytliinf; tluit 

Jon ahoiild mialike. I see nij hard I 
ortoQe eoutltiuoth to be nibjuct to I 



Gar daablfnl opinion, iiowaocvcr Ido^ 
Lave myself. .... Yon bcUere nw 1 
to have moved her Hnjvaty to b« 1 
olTended with yon for lock of jont'l 
proonring a mote C(<rtaiDty of tho ex- J 
pcnsiM and uci^ounla of tlie last ytta'B M 
charges on the Btatos' bohiLlf. . 
But I never did ny . nor niuui to 
that your Ijordship ought to be bbunni I 
for those accannts : for I did aiy, and 4 
do still say, that their oocounta ara V 
obscure, t^uiifnacd, and without GmliL J 
.... I say that the; oogbt to faaTwf 
been commanded by joui antLoii^ til I 
bavo reformed the >amn and nr '~ 
your Lordship more privy to I_„ 
doings. For not doing so I oondemnud 'I 
thum. and nut yunr Lonlsldp. who had I 
mi ntlva eonipt«ned that yon were not | 
bulttT oboyod by them in Uiosu poinfai, f 
And ao your Lordship did fblly »iu 
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The Lord-Treasurer, overcome with " grief which pierced 
both his body and his heart," battled his wfly— oa best he 
could — through the throng of daugers which beset the path 
of England in that great crisis. It waa most obvious to every 
statesman in the realm that this was not the time — when the 
gauntlet had been thrown full in the face of Philip and Sixtus 
and all Catholicism, by the condemnation of Mary — to leave the 
Netherland cause "at random," and these outer bulwarks of 
- her own kingdom insufficiently protected. 

" Tour Majesty will hear," wrote Parma to Philip, " of the 
disastrous, lamentable, and pitiful end of the poor Queen of 
Scots. jVlthough for her it will be immoi-tal glory, and she 
will be placed among the number of the many martyrs whose 
blood has been shed in tlie kingdom of England, and bo 
crowned in Heaven with a tUadem more precious than the 
one she wore on earth, nevertheless one cannot repress one's 
mitural emotions. I believe firmly that ihis cruel deed will 
be the concluding crime of the many which that English- 
woman has committed, and that our Lord will be pleased tliat 
she shall at last receive the chastisement which she has these 
many long years deserved, and whicli 1ms been reserved till 
now, for her greater inin and confusion."' And with this, 
tlie Duke proceedetl to discuss the all-important and rapidly- 
preparing invEtsion of England. Farueee was not the man to 
be deceived by the affected reluctance of Elizabeth before 
Mary's scaffold, although he was soon to show that ho was 
himself a master in the science of grimace. For Elizabeth — 



tnjr Bpeoebca, and I alM did atRnn tlio 
HunebfafleaceiiGtitionbJherMajest; 
tlut both ill that a» ia man; other 
Ibtti^ the States had grosaly and most 
nidcl]' encountered ymtr Lordaliip. 
And ■Ithongb her Miu'eBty vai dis- 
poMd to leave the caase unrelieved. 
pctnsting on her miililting of Uic oc- 
ponnla, and «) to take occaaon to den j 
their roqnorta, jot I Inwt thnt your 
Lordaiup ond tlie rctt did avo how 
earaeot I wu to Anm her Majoatjr from 
these reckonings of uipcnwa, mul to 
tidce regTird to the cause whicli / laid 
tmd do lay mag wA nou he hft at 



random Jnr retpeet to nn)' charges. 1 
do permit in the opinion that her 
MoieBty may not obuudon tlie cauao 
without tDBnifcst iujury lo liur state, 
OS the case and time now forceth hoi. 
.... Your Lordship bath seen and 
heard her lax me veiy aliaipty. that in 
not applauding to her cenmircg, I do 
communly flatter yon ; and that I do 
agninBt my conscience hold opinions 
tu plenac you — a lery Lord coimj held 
against me," 

I Famia to Pliilip H. 22 Marcli, 
1S8T. (Arch, de Stuuuicsa, MS.) 
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more than ever disposed to be frienda with Spain and Rome, , 
now that war to the knife was made inevitable — was wistfully j 
regarding that trap of negotiation, against which all her best i 
friends were endeavouring to warn her. She was more ill- 
natured tlian ever to the Provinces, she turned her back upOD I 
the Bearnese, she affronted Henry IIL by affecting to believail 
in t!ie fable of his envoy's complicity in the Stafford con><f 
Bpiracy against her life.' 

" I pray God to o^jen her eyea," said Walaingham, " to see I 
the evident peril of the course she now holdeth. ... If it had 1 
pleased her to have followed the advice given her touching J 
the French ambassador, our ships Had been released .... but I 
she has taken a very strange course by writing a very shaip'l 
letter unto the French King, which I fear will cause him (»■ 
give ear to those of the League, and make himself a party with I 
them, seeing so little regard had to him here. Your Lordship J 
may see that our courage doti greatly increase, for that wsl 

make no difficulty to fall out with all the world I nevevl 

saw her worse affected to the \ioot King of Navarre, and yeittM 
doth she seek in no sort to yield contentment to the Frenoh,ff 
King. If to offeud all the world," repeated the Secretary*! 
bitterly, " be a good cause of government, then can we not do J 

amiss I never found her less disposed to take a courM J 

of prevention of the approaching mischiefs towonls this roalnLfl 
than at this present. And to be plain with you, there is nonaV 
here that hath either credit or courage to deal effectually with*] 
her in any of her great causes." ' 

Tlius distracted by doubts and dangers, at war with herj 
best friends, with herself, and with all the workl, was Elizabeth 1 
during the dark days and mouths which preceded and foilowedl 
the execution of the Scottish Queen. If the great fight wa« 
at last to be fought triumphantly through, it was obvious tbaiS 
England was to depend upon Englishmen of all ranks and! 

> ■■ Deplumtiun of tlie Nogotiutioiis Slmrt,' 3rI edition, It, 3H. laj. 
nilh ILc Prpticli Ani)>as9ador, I'Aubfs- * 'WulaiD^ham lu Lciccoter, 8 ApriUj 

riiii\ at the Lord TrcosnTer's linaso," 15K7. l^iinK^ to B&mf. 1(1 Ami), l^OT.V 
1 Jan. 15OT, in Uunlin, 57!l-.'(83. 'BriL Muh. tislbn, O. Xl. 81»-32l4 
Oumpnro Hignot. 'Hill, de Hulu j HB8.) 
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classes, npon her prudent and far-seeing Bfatesmcn, upon 
her nobles and her adventurers, on her Anglo-Saxon and 
Anglo-Nonnan blood ever mounting against oppression, on 
Howard and Essex, Drake find Williams, Norris and 
Wiiloughby, npon high-bom magnates, plebeian captains, 
London merchants, npon yeomen whose limbs were madts in 
England, and upon Hollanders and Zeelanders whose fearless 
mariners were to swarra to the protection of her coasts, quitu 
as mnch in that year of anxious expectation as upon the 
great Qtieen herself. Unquestionable as were her mental 
capacity and her more than woman's courage, when fairly 
brought face to face with the danger, it was fortunately not 
on one man or woman's brain and arm that England's salvation 
depended in that crisis of her fate. 

As to the Provinces, no one ventured to speak very boldly 
in their defence. " Wlien I lay before her the peril," said 
Walsingham, " she scorneth at it. The hope of a peace with 
Spain has put her into a most dangerous security."' Nor 
would any man now assume responsibility. The fate of 
Davison — of the man who had already in so detestable a 
manner been made the scape-goat for Leicester's sins in the 
Netherlands, and who had now been so barbarously sacrificed 
by the Queen for faithfully obeying her orders in regard to 
the death-warrant, had sickened all courtiers and counsellors 
for the time. "The late severe dealing used by her Highness 
towards Mr. Secretary Davison," said Walsingham to Wilkes, 
" maketh us very circumspect and careful not to proceed in 
anything but wherein wo receive direction from herself, and 
therefore you must not find it strange if we now be more 
sparing than heretofore hath been accustomed."^ 

Such being the portentous slate of the political atmosphere, 
and such the stormy condition of the royal mind, it ^j„ ,(, g, 
may be supposed that the int'-Tvnews of the Nether- IfpmnH.") 
land envoys witli her Majesty during this period 
were not likely to be genial. Exactly at the most gloomy 
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moment — thirteen daya before the execation of Mary — tlieyJ 
came first into Elizabetli's present-e at Greenwich.' 

The envoys were five in number, all of them esperieneed 4 
and able statesmen — Zuylen ran Nyvelt, Joos de Meuj-n, | 
Nicasius dc Silla, Jacob Valck, and Vitus van Kamminga.' 
The Queen waa in tlie privy council-chamber, attended by 
the admiral of England, Jjord Thomas Howard, Lord Eunsdun, 
greatH3bamherlain, Sir Christopher Hatton, vice-chamberlain. 
Secretary Da^-ison, and many other persons of distinction. 

The letters of credence were duly presented, but it w« 
obvious from the beginning of the interview that the Queea J 
was ill-disposed towards the deputies, and had not only be«ii J 
misinformed as to matters of fact, but as to the state of feeling J 
of the Netherlanders and of the States-General towards hep- J 
self^ 

Menyn, however, who waa an orator by p 
pensionary of Dort — made, in the name of his colleagues, a J 
brief but pregnant speech, to which the Queen listened atten- J 
lively, although with frequent indications of anger and im- 
patience. He commenced by observing that tlio United i 
Provinces still entertained the hope that lier Majesty would j 
conclude, upon further thoughts, to accept the sovereignty i 
over them, with reasonable coiiditions ; but the most impoilanit J 
passages of Iiis address were those relating to the cost of the i 
wm: " Besides our stipulated contributions," said the pen- 
sionary, "of iiOO,{}00 florins the month, we have furnished | 
500,000 as an extraordinary grant; making for the year i 
2,900,000 florins, and this over and above the particular and J 
special expenditures of the Provinces, and other sums for j 
military purposes. We confess, Afadam, that the succour of J 
your Majesty is a truly royal one, and that there have been ( 
few princes in history who have given such assistance to their 
neighbours unjustly oppressed. It is certain that by means of ] 

' Brii'f van lie Gudepntwrdon « 
EneUnd. j'i Fob. 1587. (Hague Arob. 
872, Mg. 
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thftt help, joined with the forces of the United Provinces, the 
Earl of Leicester Las been able to arrest the course of the 
Biike of Parma's victories and to counteract his designs. 
Ncvertlielcss. it appears. Madam, that these forces have not 
l)een snfficient to drive the enf;my out of the country. We are 
obliged, for regidar garrison-work and defence of cities, to keep 
up an army of at least 27,000 foot and 3500 horse. Of this 
number your Majesty pays 5000 foot and 1000 horse, and we 
are now commissioned. Madam, humbly to request an increase 
of your regular succour during tho war to 10,000 foot and 
2,000 horse. We also implore Ihe loan of 60.000^. sterling, 
in order to assist us in maintaining for the coming season a 
sufficient force in the field.'" 

Such, in brief, was the oration of pensionary Menyn, de- 
livered in the French language. He had scarcely concluded, 
when the Queen — evidently in a great passion' — rose to her 
feet, and, without any hesitation, replied in a strain of vehe- 
ment eloquence in the same tongue. 

"Now I am not deceived, gentlemen," she said, "and that 
which I have been fearing has occurred. Our common 
adage, wliich we have in England, is a very good one. When 
one fears that an evil is coming, the sooner it arrives the 
better. Here is a quarter of a year that I have been expect- 
ing yon, and certainly for the great benefit I have conferred 
on you, you have exhibited a great ingratitude, and I consider 
myself very ill treated by you. "Fis very strange that you 
Bhoold begin by soliciting still greater succour without render- 
ing me any satisfaction for your past actions, which have been 
BO extraordinary, that I swear by the living God I think it 
impoBsilile to find peoples or states more ungrateful or ill- 
adviecd than yourselves. 

I have sent you this year fifteen, sixteen, aye seventeen or 
eighteen thousand men. You have left them without pay- 
ment, you have let some of them die of hunger, driven 
others to such desperation that tliey hove deserted to the 

' DiHcoura do Mtnin — Andit^nce 
Greanirictk. (Hague Arch. MB.) 
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Is it not mortifying for the English nation and 
great ehame for you that Englishmen should say that tl 
have found more courtesy from Spaniards tlian from Nether- 
landers? Truly, I tell you frankly that I will never endure 
such indignities, Kather will I act according to my will, and 
you may do exactly as you think best. 

" K I chose, I could do something very good without y< 
although some persons are so fond of saying that it waa qui 
necessary for the Queen of England to do what she does for 
her own protection. No, no ! Disabuse yourselves of that 
impression. These are but false persuasions, JJelieve boldly 
that I can play an excellent game without your assistant 
and a better one than I ever did with it.' Nevertheless, 
do not choose to do tliat, nor do I wish you so much harnf 
But likewise do I not choose that you should hold Euch 
language to me. It is true tliat I should not wiah the 
Spaniard so near me if he should be my enemy. But why should 
I not live in peace, if we were to be friends to each other? 
At the commencement of my reign we lived honourably 
together, the King of Spain and I, and ho even asked me to 
miirry him, and, after that, wo lived a loug time very 
fully, without any attempt having been made against my 
If we both choose, we can continue so to da 

" On the otlier hand, I sent you the Earl of Leicester, as 
lieutenant of my forces, and my intention was that he should 
have exact knowledge of your finances and contributions. 
But, on the contrar)', he has never known anything about 
tliem, and you have handled them in your own manner and 
amongst yourselvea Von have given him the title of governor, 
in order, under this name, to cast, all your evils on liis head. 
That title he accepted against my will, by doing which he 
ran tlie risk of Imnff hia life, and his estates, and the grace 
and favour of his Princess, which was more imjtortant to him 
than nil. But he did it in order to maintain your tottering 
state. And what authority, I pray you, have you given him. 

' •■ Qno JB feroy Uiin un bon purti j 
HUu *ou» jrnppcller, atmailleiirqiio je I 
nuy biot vni-'quHt avecq votu." ' E»- 1 
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A shadowy aathority, a purely imaginary one. This is but 
mockery. He is, at any rate, a goutieman, a man of honour 
and of counsel. You Lad no right to treat him thus. If I 
Lad accepted the title which you wished to give mp, by tho 
living God, I would not have suffered you so to treat me, 

" But you are so badly advised tliat when there is a man 
of worth who discovers your tricks you wish him ill, and make 
an outcry against him ; and yet some of you, in order to savo 
your money, and others in the hope of bribes, have been 
favouring the Spaniard, and doing very wicked work. No, 
believe me that God will punish those who for so great a 
benefit wish to return me so much evil. Believe, boldly too, 
that the King of Spain will never trust men who have aban- 
doned the party to which they belonged, and from which they 
have received so many bonefite, and will never believe a word 
of what they promise him. Yet, in order to cover up their 
filtli, they spread the story that the Qneen of England is 
tliinking of treating for peace without their knowledge. No, 
I vrould rather be dead than that any one should have occasion 
tn say that I had not kept my promise. But princes must 
li^n to both sides, and that can be done without breach of 
faith.* For they transact business in a certain way, and with 
a princely intelligence, such as private persons cannot imitate.' 

"You are States, to bo sure, but private individuals in 
regard to princes. Certainly, I would never choose to do 
anything without your knowledge, and I would never allow 
the authority which you Ijave among yourselves, nor your 
priviteges, nor your statutes, to be infringed. Nor will 1 allow 
you to be perturbed in your consciences. What then would 
yon more of me ? You have issued a proclamation in your 
country that no one is to talk of peace. Very well, very 
good. But permit princes likewise to do as they shall think 



' " El pnooren cjiiR les priiiPOB oyerit 
uulpuncB foia Tung ct I'aultro, uolu ee 

pcult faire Biirui " TUmb is » 

lirob-n eont('iu<t here in tho original, 
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best for the security of their state, pro%-ided it does you u 
injury. Among iis priiicea we are not wont to make sudfc 
long orations as you do, but you ought to be content with t 
few words that we bestow upon you, and make yourself q 
thereby.' 

" If I e^er do anything for you again, I choose to be tra 
more honourably. I shall therefore apjioint some persow 
of my council to communicate with you. And in the i 
platie I choose to hear and see for myself what has tak«aJ 
place already, and have satisfaction about tliat, before I make I 
any reply to what yon have said to me as to greater assiaU i 
ance. Aoid so I will leave you to-day, without tronbllDg 3 
further." ' 

With this her Majesty swept from the apartment, learinf 
the deputies somewhat astounded at the lierce but adi 
manner in which the tables had for a moment beeu ti 
upon them. 

It was certainly a most unexpected blow, this charge of J 
the States having left the English soldiers — whose numben I 
the Queen had so suddenly multijiUed by three — unpaid and] 
anfed. Those Enghshmen who, as individuals, had entered j 
the States' service, liad been— like all the other troops — 4 
regularly paid. Tliis distinctly appeared from the statoment»J 
of her own counsollora and generals.' On the other hand, f 
the Queen's conlingent, now dwindled to about half their J 
original number, had been notoriously unpaid for nearly si:c J 
months. 

This has already been mado sufficiently clear from titem 
private 'letters of most responsible persons. That these s(d-r 
diers were starving, deserting, and pillaging, was, alas I too | 
true ; but the envoys of the States liardly expected to be I 
censured by her Majesty, because she had neglected to pay 
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her own troops. It was one of the points concerniiifr which 
they had been esjteciiilly enjoined to complain, that the English 
cavalry, converted into highwaymen by want of pay, had been 
plundering the peasantry, ' and we have seen that Thiimaa 
Wilkes had " pawned hia carcase " to provide for their tem- 
porary relief. 

With regiird to tho insinuation that prominent personages 
in the comitry had been tampered with by the enemy, tho 
envoys were equally astonished by such an attack. Tho 
great Deventer treason had not yet been heard of in England 
— for it had occurred only a week beibre this first interview 
— but something of the kind was already feared ; for the 
slippery dealings of York and Stanley with Taasis and Parma 
had long boen causing painful anxiety, and had formed tho 
subject of repealed remonstrances on the part of the States 
to Leicester and to the Queen. The deputies were hardly 
prepared therefore to defend their own people against dealing 
privately with the King of Spain. The only man auspecfed 
of sueh practices was Leicester's o^vn favourite and financier, 
Jacqnes Ringault, whom the Earl had persisted in employing 
against the angry remonstrances of the States, who believed 
him to be a Spanisli spy ; and tlie man was now in prison, and 
threatened with capital punishment. 

To suppose that Buys or Bameveld, Koorda, Meetkerk, or 
tny other leading statesman in the Netherlantb, was conti'm- 
platiug a private arrangement with Philip 11., was as ludicrous 
a conception as to imagine Walsingham a pensioner of the 
Pope, or Cecil in league with the Duke of Guise. The end 
and aim of the States' party was war. In war they not only 



' "Le<compagTucBAng1ai8es,"wrota 
the Stetea-Genc^ral to Leiccettr, " tunt 
de cfaeval que de pied k la cliargo de 
8. Maje«t^a;ansdelaiaBGieafronti^reB 
■o loat jectcz on Hollande. on lis 
linileDt et numgunt le boo hoDiBie , 
•ualii preteite qulla disenl n'nvoir 
re^ Milcun payment en oincq luois, 
ec qoe CBiue pande altoiatioD par- 
deniu I'HtuirinilriBaRTncnt dea contri- 
bnfoiw dn Flat Vajk. Et comme iln [ 
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Baw the safety of the reformed religion, bnt tbe only means 
of maintaining tlie commercial prosperity of the commonwealth. 
The whole correspondence of the times shows that no politician 
in the country dreamed of peace, either by public or secret 
negotiation. On the other hand — aa will he made still clearer 
than ever — the Queen was longing fur peace, and was treating 
for peace at that moment through private agents quite 
without the knowledge of tlie States, and in spite of her 
indignant disavowals in her speech to the euvoya. 

Yet if Elizabeth could liave had tlid privilege of enterin| 
as we are about to do — into the private cabinet of that excelli 
King of Spain, with whom she liad once been such good 
friends, who had even sought her hand in marria^, and with 
whom she saw no reason whatever why she should not live 
at peace, she might have modified her expressiona ou this 
subject. Certainly, if she coidd have looked through tlie 
pdes of papers — as we intend to do — which lay upon that 
library-table, far beyond the seas and mountains, she would 
have perceived some objections to the si-heme of living at 
peace with that diligent lett«r-writttr. 

Perhaps, hod she known how the subtle Famese was about 
to express himself concerning the fast-approaching execution 
of Mary, and the as inevitably impending destruction of " that 
Englishwoman" through the schemes of his master and liim- 
self, she would have paid less heed to the sentiment* couched 
in most exquisite Italian which Alexander was at the same 
lime whispering in her car, and would have taken leas offen^'l^ 
at the blunt language of the States-General. 

Nevertheless, for the present, Elizabeth would give no 
better answer than llie hot-tempered one which had already 
somewhat discomfited the deputies. 

Two days afterwards, the five envoys had an interview witli 
several members of her Majesty's council, in the private apart- 
ment of the Ijord-Treasiircr in Greenwich Palace. Burghley, 
being indisposed, was lying upon his bed. Leicester, Admiral 
Lord Hoivard, Lord Hunsden, Sir Christopher Hatton, Lord 
Duckhuret, and Secretary Davison, were present, and the 
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Lord-Treasurer proposeJ that the couvcrsatiou should be io 
Latui, that being the commoa language most familiar to them 
all.' Then, tuminf^ over the leaves of the report, a copy of 
which lay on his bed, he o^ked tlio envoys, whether, in caae 
her Majesty had not sent over tlje assistance which she had 
done imdor the Earl of Leicester, their country would not have 
been utterly ruined. 

"To all appearance, yes," replied Menyn. 

" But," continued Burghley, Btill running through the pages 
of the doeument, and here and there demanding an explana- 
tion of an obscure passsage or two, " you are uow proposing 
to her Majesty to send 10,000 foot and 2000 horse, and to 
lend 60,000i This is altogether monslroua and excessive. 
Nobodjj mil ever dare even- to speak to her Majeety on the sub- 
ject. When you first came in 1585, you asked for 12,000 
men, but you were fully authorized to accept COOO, No doubt 
that is the ease now."^ 

" On that oc^aaiou," answered Menyn, " our main purpose 
was to induce her Majesty to accept the sovereignty, or at 
least the perpetual protection of our country. Failing in that 
we broached the third point, and not being able to get 12,000 
eoldiers we compounded for 5000, the agreement being suhji.'ct 
to ratification by our principals. Wo gave ample security in 
shape of the mortgaged cities. But experience has shown us 
that these forces and this succour are insullicient. We have 
therefore been sent to beg her Majesty to make up the con- 
tingent to the amount origmally requested." 

"But we are obliged to increase the garrisons in the 
cautionary towns," said one of the English councillors, " as 
800 men in a city like Flushing are very little." 

" Pardon me," replied Valck, " the burghers are not enemies 
hut friends to her Majesty and to the English nation. They 
are her dutiful subjects like all the inhabitants of the Netlier- 
lande." 

' Bapport de In Li^tiun. ConfrTcnca dca Dipnti's dtcc Ich CotntnU- 
twirwi do S. M., 1 Ftb. 1587. (.Hague AichWefi, MS.) ' Ibid. 
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" It ia quite true," said Burgliley, after having made some 
critical remarks upon the military system of tlie Provinces, 
" and a very common adage, quod tunc tua res agitur, paries 
cum proximus arcUt, but, nevertheless, this war principally 
concerns you. Therefore you are bound to do your utmost 
to meet its expenses in your own country, quite as much as 
a man who means to build a house is expecteil to proWde tliG 
st^ine and timber himself. But the States have not done their 
best. They have not at the apimintfid time come forward 
with their extraordinary contributions for the last camjtaign. 
"How many men," ho asked, "are required for garrisons in 
all the fortresses and cities, and for the field ? " 

"But," interposed Lord Kunsden, "not half so many men 
are needed in the garrisons ; for the burghers ought to bi> 
able to defend their owu cities. Sloreover it is prolmhie that 
your ordinary cimtributiona might he continued and doubled and 
even tripled."' 

"And on the whole," observed the Ijord Admiral, "don't 
you think that the putting an army in the. field mi<;ht bo dis- 
pensed with for this year? Her MaJL=>sty at present must 
get together and equip a fleet of war-vessels against the King 
of Spain, which will be an excessively large pennyworth, 
besides the assistance which she gives her neighbours." 

" Yes, indeed," said Secretary Davison, " it would be diffi- 
cult to exaggerate the enormous expense which her Maje«ty 
must encounter this year for defending and liberating Iut 
own kingdoms against the King of Spain. That monarcli is 
making great naval preparations, and is treating all English- 
men in the most hostile manner. We are on the brink uf 
declared war with Sjuun, with the French King, who is arrest- 
ing all English persons and property within his kingdom, and 
with Scotland, all which countries are understood to have 
made a league together on account of tfte Queai of Scotland, 
whom it will be ahmlutely neoetaary to put to death in order to 
preaerve the life of her Majeatif, and are about to makti 

I MS. Report lust cited. 
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npon England. This matter then will cost us, the cuirent 
year, at least eight liandred thousand pouuds sterling, Never- 
tlieleaa her Majeaty is sure to assist you so far as her ineauH 
allow ; and I, for my jiart, will do my best to ku(?p her JTujesty 
well disposed to your cause, even «a 1 have ever done, as yoii 
well know." ' 

Thus spoke poor Davison, but a few days before the fatal 
8th of February, httle dreaming that the day for his in- 
fluencing the disposition of her Majesty would soon be gone, 
and tliat he was himself to be crushed for ever by tlio blow 
which was about to destroy the captive Queen. The politiuil 
combinations resulting from the tragedy were not to be ex- 
actly as he foretold, but there is little doubt that in him the 
Netherlands, and Leicester, and the Queen of England, were 
to lose an honest, diligent, and faithful friend. 

"Well, gentlemen," said the Lord-Treasurer, after a few 
more questions concerning the financial abilities of the States 
had been asked and answered, " it is getting late into the 
erening, and time for you all to get back to London, Let 
me request you, us soon aa may be, to draw up some articles 
in writing, to which we will respond immediately." ' 

Menyn then, in the uame of the deputies, expressed thanks 
for the urbanity shown them in the conference, and spoke of 
the deep regret with which they had perceived, by her Majesty's 
answer two days bt-fore, that she was so highly offended with 
them and with the States-GeneraL He then, notwithstanding 
Burghley'a previous hint as to the lateness of the hour, took 
up the Queen's answer, point by point, contradicted all its 
statements, appealing frequently to Lord Leicester for con- 
firmation of what he advanced, and concluded by begging the 
councillors to defend the cause of the Ketherlands to her 
Majesty, Burgldey requested them to make an excuse or 
reply to tlie Queen in writing, and send it to him to present^ 

Thus the conference terminated, and the envoys returned 
to London. They were fully convinced by the result of these 

> MS. Report lort citwl ' Ibid. 

* Ibid. Cuiu[iuru Bur, U. xxii. BT3-ST7, mi. 
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interviews, as they told their constituents, that her Majt's 
by ialae Htatomenta and reports of persons either , 
i^orant or not having the good of the oommonwealth befor 
their eyes, had been very incorrectly informed as to the c 
dittOQ of the Provinces, and of the great efforts mad© by t 
States-General to defend their country against tlie enemj) 
It was obvious, they said, that their resources had been < 
aggerafced in order to deceive the Queen and her cocncil.' 

And tiiun statements and counter -statements, proto 
and apDstiiles, were ghbly exchanged, the heap of diplomatil 
rubbish was rising higher and higher, and the councillors a 
envoys, pleased with their work, were growing more and i 
amicable, when the court was suddenly startled by the nei 
of the Beventer and Zutphen treason. The intelligence v 
accomimnied by the famous 4th of February letter, whid 
descended, liko a bombshell, in the midst of the decoro 
council -chamber. Such langiiago had rarely been addressed 
to the Earl of Leicester, and, through him, to the imperions 
sovereign herself, as the homely truths with which Bameveld, 
speaking with the voice of the States-Gene ral, now smote tha] 
delinquent governor, 

" My Lord," said he, " it is notorious, and needs no Dltu 
tion whatever, wilh what true conlidence and imfeigned affeo 
tion we received your Excellency in our land; the Statei 
General, the States-Provincial, tlie magistrates, and the com 
mnnities of the chief cities in the United Provinces, all unitji 
to do honour to her serene Majesty of England and to yom 
self, and to confer upon you the government-genera! over a 
And although we should willingly have placed some limitatJoi 
upon the authority thus bestowed on you, in order that fc 
such a course your own honour and the good and constitution! 
condition of the coiratry might be alike preserved, yet findin 
your Excellency not satisfied with those limitations, we p 
poned every objection, and conformed ourselves to ' ym 
pleasure. Yet, before coming to that decision, we had y 

' MS. Beport, ^ Feb. 15S7. bofore cited. 
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considered that by doing ao we might be opening & door to 
many ambitious, avaricious, and pernicious persons, both of 
these countries and from otiier nations, who might seize the 
occasion to advance their own private profits, to the detriment 
of the country and the dishonour of your Excellency. 

" And in truth, such persons have done their work so effi- 
ciently as to inspire you with distrust against the most faithfu! 
and capable men in the Provinces, against the Estates General 
aud Provincial, magistrates, and private persons, knowing vei'y 
well that they could never arrive at their own ends so long 
as you were guided by the constitutional authorities of the 
country. And precisely upon the distrust, thus created aa a 
fouudation, they raised a bach-stairs council, by means of wliich 
they were able to further their ambitious, avaricious, and se- 
ditions practices, notwithstanding the good advice and remon- 
strances of the council of state, and the States General and 
Provincial. ' 

He proceeded to handle the subjects of the English rose- 
Doble, put in circulation by Leicester's finance or back-staira 
council at two florins above its value, to the manifest detriment 
of the Provinces, to the detestable embargo which had pre- 
vented them from using the means bestowed upon them by 
God himself to defend their comitry, to the squandering and 
embezzlement of the large sums contributed by the Provinces 
and entrusted to the Earl's administration, to the starving 
condition of the soldiers, maltreated by government, aud thus 
compelled to prey upon the inhabitants — so that troops in 
the t^tates' service had never been so abused during the whole 
war, although the States had never before voted such large 
contributions nor paid them so promptly — to the placing in 
posts of high honour and trust men of notoriously bad 
character aud even Spanish spies; to the taking away the 
public authority from those to whom it legitimately belonged, 
and conferring it on incompetent and unqualified persons ; to 
the illegal banishment of respectable citizens, to the violation 
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of time-honoured laws and privileges, to the shamefol attempts 
to repudiate the ancient authority of the States, and to usurp 
a control over the communities and nobles by them repre- 
sented, and to the perpetual efforts to foster dissension, dis- 
union, and rebellion among the inhabitants. Having thus 
drawn up a heavy bill of indictment, noroipally against the 
Earl's illegal coimsellors, but in reality against the Earl him- 
self, ho proceeded to deal with the most important matter of 
all. 

"The principal cities and fortresses in the country 
been placed in hands of men suspected by tie States on 
mate grounds, men who bad been convicted of treason 
these Provinces, and who continued t« be Buspec1«d, notwil 
. standing that your Excellency had pledged your own bononr 
for their fidelity. Finally, by means of these scoundrela,* it 
was brought to pass, that — the council of state having been 
invested by your Excellency with supreme authority dtunng 
your absence — a secret document was brought to light 
your departure, by which the most substantial mattors, 
those most vital to the defence of the country, were withdrai 
from the disposition of that council. And now, alas, we 
the effects of these practices I 

" Sir William Stanley, by you appointed governor of Don 
ter, and Rowland York, governor of Fort Zntphen, have 
fused, by rirtuts of that secret document, to acknowledge 
authority in tltis country. And notwithstanding that s 
your departure they and their soldiers have been supported 
our expense, and bad jnst received a full month's pay fi 
the States, they have traitorously and villainously delivered 
the city and the fortress to the enemy, with a declaration 
made by Stanley that he did the deed to ease his conscience, 
and to render to the King of Spain the city which of righl 
was belonging to him. And this is a crime so dishonourahli 
scandalous, niinous, and treasonable, as that, during tl 
whole war, we have never seen the like. And wo are now 
daily fear lest the English commanders in Bergen-op-Zooiii,rl 
■ "Gibinr." M8. letlet Lkat cited. 
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Odtend, and otter cities, should eommit the same prime. 
And although we fully suspected the designs of Stanley and 
York, yet your Excellency 'e secret document had deprived ua 
of the power to act. 

" \Vb doubt not that her Majesty and your Excellency will 
think this strange language. But we can assure you, that we 
too think it strange and grievous that those places should 
have been confided to such men, against our repeated remon- 
Btranees, and that, moreover, this very Stanley should Ijave 
been recommended by your Excellency for general of all the 
forces. Aud although we had many just and grave reasons 
for opposing your administration^ — even as our ancestors were 
often wont to rise against the sovereigns of the country — we 
have, nevertheless, patiently suffered for a long time, in order 
not to diminish yoiu- authority, which we deemed so important 
to onr welfare, and in the hope that you would at last be 
moved by the perilous condition of the commonwealth, and 
awake io the artifices of your advisers. 

"But at last — feeling that the existence of the state can no 
longer be preserved without proper authority, and that the 
whole community is full of emotion and distrust, on account 
of these great treasons — we, the States-General, as well as 
the States-Provincial, have felt constrained to establish such a 
government aa we deem meet for the emergency. And of 
this we think proper to apprize your Excellency." 

He then expressed the conviction that all these evil deeds 
had been accomplished against the intentions of the Earl and 
the English government, and requested bis Excellency so to 
deal with her Majesty that the contingent of horse and foot 
hitherto accorded by her "might be maintained in good 
order, and in better pay." 

Hero, then, was substantial choleric phraseology, as good 
plain speaking aa her Majesty had just been employing, and 
with quite as suflScient cause. Here was no pleasant diplo- 
matic fencing, hut straightforward vigorous thrusts. It was 
no wonder that poor Wilkes should have thought the letter 
"too sharp," when he heard it read in the assembly, and that 
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he should have done his beet to prevent it from being 
Bpatched. He would have thoiiglit it sharper could he I 
Been how the pride of her Majesty and of Leicester was 
wounded by it to the quick. Her list of grievances against 
the States seem to vanish into air. Who had been tampering 
with the Spaniards now ? Had that " shadowy and imaginary 
authority" granted to Leicester not proved substantial 
enough ? Was it the States-General, the state-council, or was 
it the " absolute governor " — who had carried off the supreme 
control of the commonwealth in his pocket — that was respon- 
sible for the ruin effected by Englishmen who had scorned all 
" authority " but his own ? 

The States, in another blunt letter to the Queen hei 
declared the loss of Deventer to he moro disastrous Ui 
than even the fall of Antwerp had been ; for the republic had 
now been split asunder, and its most ancient and vital por- 
tions almost cut away. Nevertheless they were not "da2zled 
nor despairing," they said, but more determined than ever to 
maintain their hberties, and bid defiance to the Spanish 
tjTant. And again they demanded of, rather than implt 
her Majesty to be true to her engagements with them. 

The interviews which followed were more tempestuous 
ever. "I had intended that my Lord of Leicester sh( 
return to you," she said to the envoya " But that shall never 
be. He has been treated with gross ingratitude, he has served 
the Provinces with abilty, he has consumed his own property 
there, he haa risked his life, he has lost his near kinsman, 
Sir Philip Sidney, whose life I should be glad to purchase 
with many millions, and, in jilacc of all reward, he receives 
theso venomous letters, of wliich a cojiy has been sent to hia 
sovereign to blacken him with her." Slie had been advising 
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noa premieres ruulutions d« noiu Too- 
loitniaintciurcoQtnilcBoid'EqMigne, 

E>iir la oouaeTyation do Is reliKion 
lirMtioDiie. DOS pririlugea, fnuchueit 
el libcrtt<s." States-General to the 
QueoD,6Feb.lGST. 'Hagne ArohivH. 
US.) 



1587. PAINFUL POSITION OF THE ENVOYS AT COUHT. 211 

him to return, she added, but ebe was now resolved that he 
slioold never set foot in the Provinces f^ain."' 

Here the Earl, wlio was present, exclaimed — beating him- 
aelf on the breast — " a tali officio libera nos, Bomine !" ' 

But the States, undaimted by these explosions of wTath, 
replied that it had ever been their custom, when their laws 
and liberties were invaded, to sjieak their mind boldly to 
kings and governors, and to procure redress of their grievances, 
as became &ee men.^ 

During that whole spring the Queen was at daggers drawn 
with all her leading counsellors, mainly in regard to that great 
question of <]uestions — the relations of England with the 
Netherlands and Spain. Walamgham — who felt it madness 
to dream of peace, and who believed it the soundest policy to 
deal with Parma and his veterans upon the soil of Flanders, 
with the forces of the republic for allies, rather than to await 
his arrival in London — was driven almost to irenzy by what 
he deemed the Queen's perverseness. 

"Our sharp words continue," said the Secretary, "which 
doth greatly disquiet her Majesty, and discomfort her poor 
servants that attend her. The Lord- Treasurer reraaineth still 
in disgrace, and, behind my back, her Majesty giveth out 
very hard speeches of myself, which 1 the rather credit, for 
that I find, in dealing with her, I am nothing gracious ; and if 
her Majesty could bo otherwise served, I know I should not be 
used. .... Her Majesty doth wholly bend herself to devise 
some fiirther means to disgrace her poor council, in respect 

whereof she neglecteth all other causes The discord 

between her Majesty and her council hindereth the necessary 
cousultatious that were to be destined for the preventing of 

the manifold perOs that haug over this realm Sir 

Christopher Hatton hath dealt very plainly and dutifully 



■ Bor. IL uii. 910. 



( ole nos predeccA- 
e leiaomitrOT a noa princcH et 
s libtement des deaordiea 



Doiu avona toujouta tonu etro do Dutre 
devoir ct Tnu mof en poor parrcuir an 
rodrcB lies ditca dcaorites," &c. Stntea- 
Gener&l to Leicester, 1 March, 1587. 
(Ho^e AtetuTei, HS.) 



212 



THE UNITED NETHERLANDS. 



Chap. 3 



with her, which hath been accepted in bo evil part as I 
resolved to retire for a time. I assure you I find eva 

man weary of attendance here I would to God J 

could find aa good resolution in her Majesty to proceed i 
a princely course in relieving the United Provinces, as I fini 
an honourable disposition in your Lordship to employ yoi 
self in their service." ' 

The Lord-Treasurer was much puzzled, very wretclied, 1 
pluloaophically resigned. " Why her Majesty nseth me thai 
strangely, I know not," be observed. "To some she saiti 
that she meant not I stiould have gone from the court ; 
some she saith, she may not admit me, nor give me i 
tentment, I shall dispose myself to enjoy God's favoc 
and filiall do nothing to deserve her disfavour. And if ] 
be suffered to be a stranger to her aSaiia, I shall have i 
quieter life."' 

Leicester, after the first burst of his anger was over, i 
willing to return to the Provinces- He protested that he h 
a greater affection for the Netherland people — not for I 
goveriung powers — even than he felt for the people of Enj 
land." ' " There is nothing sticks in my stomach," he 8 
"but the good-will of that poor afflicted peojde, for whom, ] 
take God to record, I could be content to lose any limb I haW 
to do them good.'" But he was crippled with debt, ajid 1 
Queen resolutely refused to lend him a few thousand poundi 
without which he could not stir. Walsingham in vain t 
battle with her parsimony, representing how urgently i 
vividly the necessity of his return had been depicted by «0 
her ministt^rs in both countries, and how much it imported to 
her own safety and service. But she was obdurate. " She 
would rather," he said bitt<?rly to Leicester, " hazard the in- 
crease of confiision there — which may put the whole counti 
in peril — than supply your want. The like course she holdel 
in the rest of her causes, which maketh me to wisli myi 

' WnlBinghom to Leicester. 3 April, 1 1587. ("Brit. Mug. Gftlba, C. x 
I5H7. 8iune to Rump. 10 April. 1587. » Bor, n. liii. 950-952. 
(Utit. Mu8. Oulbo. O.xi. 31d-3]D.) • LeioeBterto'WaliiinKbuii.lGAu 

' Dargblpy to Lfipt-ster, 16 April, ' 1587. (8. P. Offloo MS.) 
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from the helm."' At laat she agreed to advance him ten 
thousand pounds, bnt, on so severe conditions, that tlie Earl 
declared himself heart-broken again, and protested that he 
wonld neither accept the money, nor ever set foot in the 
Netherlands. "Let Norris stay there," he said in a fury; 
" he will do admirably, no doubt. Only let it not be sup- 
posed that 1 can be there also. Not for one hundred thousand 
pounds would I be in that country with him." " 

Meantime it was agreed that Lord Buckhurst should bo 
sent forth on what Wilkes termed a mission of expostidation, 

' "For tho lO.OOOi. for jouf parti- 
culnr," Buid Wolaiagluim, " 1 hare deult 
Tciy cameat]/, but cimnol prevail to 
wiu her Hfljeaty to luaeot tiiereunto. 
I cftuaod Ur. HoHier to set down n note 
of jour mortgages tliat ataud upoD 
fuTfeitnrG for lack of this promised 
■upport of Uie 10,0001., wberewith she 
baa been mads acqiULinted, but not 
uored theietw to relieve you." Wul- 
dngham to Lviceeter, 6 April, I58T. 
(Brit. Mus. Gulba. C. li. 3-i». MS.) 

And ftgaio, two tlftjB later — " I am 
nirrj tttskt bci Mujestj Btiobeth vitb 
jon for tlieioaii,forl«ee, witboatjour 
retnm, botb the cause uul numy an 
boaeiit mau that have sLowtd thum 
moat conatoDtly affected to you, will 
go to Tuin. I wish yoD had it, though 
il wore for but two months. The 
eoemy is Dot like to attempt any great 
matter in respect of his waate. But 
I am must surrj to tee «o great au 
tdvaiitace lost aa her Majesty might 



have had, in uuse abe bad been luduL'td 
to eantribntc tunorda tbe putting an 
army into the fiold." Bame to same, 
8 April, 1567. Ibid, p. 321-331. MS. 
AJul ones more, a week afterwards— 
" 8be CM) bo content to funiiBb pan 
with lO.UOOI.. so aa you would deviao, 
out of her entertainment and tbe Slutea. 
to pay bar in one year the euid Bum, 
wliich ibe saith you promia-Hl unto 
heraclf, and therefore willed m@ to 
write to you to know whether you can 
' lenaymcnt in such ordor 



reqmrelL' Same 

I5tr7. tbid. ase. 

There was not much sentiment be- 
tween the " tlirooed 
"Bweet Bobin" when 



S H April, 






and 



by ber whose "blessed btsma" bod 
(oimcrly been so " uutritioUB.'' 

' " I perceive by your letlors," said 
Leicester, " that ber URJest)| would 
now I ahonld go over, aud will lend 
me 10,0001. >o abe may bo sure lo re- 
ceive it hack witbia a year. I did 
offer tu h^r Majesty heretofore that 
she should have oil I receive of hvr 
enlerlsinmcDl, and aa mucb buddee as 
shall yield her 2,0001.. paid eitbel 
1 .CKIOf. at Miuhoelmas and Ibe olbor at 
our LaUy-duy.or else botb at our Lady, 
which is leas than a year ; and eo long 
OS I shall reoeivi', then her Majcs^ 
shall receive after this sort till her 
10,0001, be paid. And this is more. I 
am DOW persuudcd. tliaii I sliall b« able 
to do, and keep any countenoDce lit 
for UiP place .... but seeing I find 
her Miijesty'9 bntdncfiB continue still 
to mo aa it doth, I pray you let ma 
your earnest and truo ftajibemnco tor 
my nbodo at bomo and discharee - ■ . 
for my heart is more than half-broken, 
and 1 Jo tbtnk ber Mujesty bad rather 
far contiDUe Sir J. Norris there, in 
respect te tbe reconciliation between 
IdiD and Count HoUock. .... But I 
will never servewitb him agai 
as I live ; no, not for tu have 

given me I know the 

well te trust to his service. I nhaU 
hnvi" no good tbereby^ — not if I were 
an angel, for be cannot obey nor almost 
like of an equal .... and already he 
hatll taken advantage to curry tavonr 
with c^taiua and ■oldiet*. .... He 



as long 
•0,0001: 
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and a very ill-timed one. Tliis now enToy was to inquire into 
the cftuses of the discontent, and to do hia hesl to remove 
them : aa if any man in England or in Holland doubted as to J 
the causefi, or as to the best means of removing them ; or s 
if it were not abeolntely certain that delay was the very wonkl 
specific that could be adopted — delay — which the Neth6P>1 
land statesmen, as well as the Queen's wise.'^ couosellom, mot 
deprecat^'d, which Alexander and Philip most desired, and i 
indulging in which her Majesty was most directly playing intofl 
her adversary's hand. Elizabeth was preparing to pnt c 
upon the table against an antagonist whose game was cloe 
whose honesty was always to be suspected, and who was I 
consummate master in what was then considered diplotnatil 
sleight of hand. So Lord Buckhurst was to go forth to e 
postulate at the Hague, while transports were loading i 
Cadiz and Lisbon, reitcra levying in Germany, piket 
musketeers in Spain and Italy, for a purpose coacerui 
which Walsiugham and Bameveld had for a long time fell 
little doubt. 

Meantime Lord Leicester went to Bath to drink the wate 
and after he had drunk the waters, the Queen, ever ansioia 
for liis health, was resolved that he should not lose the beuell 
of those salubrious draughts by travelling too soon, or I 
plunging anew into Uie fountains of bitterness which flowi 
perennially in the Netherlands.' 



■IibII ncTor bcnr gwRy nailer me: lil 
duilnin and craft batb do iuodi;mtiiNi . 
and I ku'jw, Tor bU tlioee ificeches of 
my goiDg, hie frienils make fiiU account 
tliut he sliuU reniiuD tliere as her Ma- 
jeshr'ggeneralof theforoea." Leiceetet 
to WalBingham. lU April, 1587. (8. P. 
Office MS.} 

' ■■ FiuiJiDg joni proBence !icrc ne- 
ceaaar)'.'* wrote TValuuglumi, "for the 
expeJllioQ of the Loir Country causes, 



I oiov«l bei Mi^oatjr that I ii 
l>e autboriud in hpr nniiie Id [i 
your repair hitlior, whemmito i 
woold ID no sort coukdI, prelcaM 
ing that iftei the luc of tlra B»tb.T 
would be dangerous for jont VoB 
Bliip to take any extnoidjuary tiud 
There ia aama doubt that Oatcnd «' 
bo presently braicgcd," tK. tm. 
singhum to Li'iccetor. 17 April, 151 
(B. Hus. Oolbu, 0. xL SS7, MS. ) 
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CHAPTER XV. 

BuckLiint Knt to the Ifethcrlandd — AlarmiD^ State of AfikirB on bUAmTBl 
— HiBEfforta tu conciliate — Democratic TlieorieBof Wilkes — Sophiatry 
of tlie Acgumeat — Dilute betveeu Wilkva aod Bomeveld — Beligioua 
Tolerance by the Slates — Tlieir Conatilntional Theory — Deveotcr's bad 
Couoaela to Leiceuter — Their poroicious Effect — Beal and sapposeU 
Flola ogainit Hobeulo — Mutual Suspicion and Dietnut — Buckhnrst leoks 
to rosloru good Feeling — Tiio Quctn angry and Tiudictiye — Blie cen- 
■urea Buckhont's Oourae — LciceBteT*!) fVmtli at Huheulo'a charges of a 
Plot by the Earl to moider bim — BuckhnrBt's eloquent Appeals to the 
Queen — Her perplexing und coulnuliulory Orders — Despair of Wilkea — 
I«iccjter aaiiimnced lii« Etlum^ His lufllmctions — Letter tu Junius — 
BumcvL-ld deuounc(.ij liim in the Stntes. 

We return to the Netherlnnds. If ever proof were afforded 
of the influence of iudividual clioracter on the destiny of 
nationa and of the world, it certainly was seen in the year 
1587. We have lifted the curtain of the secret council- 
chamber at Greenwich. We Lnvo seen all Elizabeth's ad- 
Tiaers anxious to arouse her from her fatal credulity, fnim her 
almost as fatal parsimony. We have seen Leicesf^^r anxious 
to return, despite all fancied indignities, Walsingham eager 
to expedite the enterprise, and the (Jueen remaining obdurate, 
while month after month of precious time was melting away. 

In the Netherlands, meantime, discord and confumon had 
been increasing every day ; and tlie first great cause of such a 
dangerous condition of afl'airs was the absence of the governor. 
In this all parties agreed. The Leicestrians, the auti-Leices- 
trians, the Holland party, the Utrecht party, the English 
CDunseilors, the Kiiglisli generals, in private letter, in solemn 
act, all warned the Queen against the lamentable effects 
resulting from Leicester's inopportune departure and pro- 
longed absence.' 

On the first outbreak of indignation after the Deventer 
affair. Prince Maurice was placed at the head of the general 
government, with the violent Hohenlo as Ids lieutenant.' The 



' Documents ii 



' Wiigprumr, v 



216 



THE UNITED NETHEBLANDS. 



greatest exertions were made by these two nolilee and I 
Bameveld, who guided the whole policy of the party, tdJ 
secure aa many cities as possible to their cause. Magistrntfifl] 
and commandants of garrisons in many towns willingly gaTsi 
in their EulLesion to tha new goveniment; others refosedj 
especially Diedricli Sonoy, an officer of distinction, who v 
governor of Eukliayzen, and inflaential throughout NorUll 
Uolland, and who remained a stanch i>artisaii of Leicester.*^ 
Utrecht, the stronghold of tlie Leicestrians, was wavering a 
much torn by faction ; Hoheulo and Moeurs had '• baiiquettodll 
and feasted " to such good purpose that they had gained o 
half the captains of the burgher-guard, and, aided by the'1 
branch of nobles, were making a good fight against ' 
Leicester magiatracy and the clerical force, enriched by tbefl 
plunder of the old Catholic livings, who denounced as P»*'J 
pistical and Hispauiolized all who favoured the party < 
Maurice and Bameveld, 

By the end of March the envoys returned froTn Londoiv 
and in their company came Lord Buckhurst, as special am-fl 
bassador from the Queen.* 

Thomas Sackvillo, Lord Buckhurst — afterwards Earl i 
Dorset and loid-treasurcr — was then fifty-one yeare of a 
A man of large culture — poet, dramatist, diplomatist — bred 
to the bar ; afterwards elevated to the peerage ; endowed with 
high character and strong intellect ; ready witli tongue and 
pen ; handsome of person, and with a fascinating addre^, hs J 
was as fit a peiBou to send on a mission of expostulation i 
any man to be found in England. But the author of t 
'Induction to the Mirror for Magistrates * and of ' Gorbodutv^ 
had come to the Netherlands on a forlorn hope. To expt 
tulate in favour of peace with a people who knew that ihei 
existonce depended on war, to reconcile those to delay wfaon 
felt that delay was death, and to heal animosities betweeni 
men who were enemies from their cradles to tbcir graves, vat 
a difficult mission. But the chief ostensible object of Bncfc-1 
hurst wafi to smooth the way for Leicester, and, if possible, t 
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persuade the Netherlandera aa to the good inclinations of the 
Engliflh government. This was no easy task, for they knew 
that their envoys had been distuiased, without even a promise 
of subsidy. They liad asked fur twelve thousand soldiers and 
sixty tliousand pounds, and had received a volley of abuse. 
Over and over again, tlirough many months, the Queen fell 
into a paroxysm of rage when even an allusion was made to 
the loan of fifty or sixty tliousand jiounda : and even had she 
promised tlie mimey, it would have given but little satisfac- 
tion. As Count Moom-s observed, he would rather see one 
English rose-noble than a himdred royal promises. So tlie 
Hollanders and Zeelanders — not fearing Jjeicester's influence 
within their little morsel of a territory — were concentrating 
their means of resistance ui)on their own soil, intending to 
resist Spain, and, if necessary, Euj^dand, in their last ditch, 
and with the last drop of their blooil. 

While such was the condition of affairs. Lord Euckhurst 
landed at Flushing — four months after the departure of 
Leicester — on the 24tli March, having been tossing three days 
and nights at sea in a great slonn, " miserably sick and in 
great danger of drowning.'" Sir William Bussell, governor 
of Flushing, informed him of tlie progress making by Prince 
Maurice in virtue of his new authority. He told him that the 
Zeeland regiment, vacant by Sidney's death, and which the 
Queen wished bestowed upon Russell himself, had been given 
to Count Solras ; a circumstance which was very sure to ex- 
cite her Majesty's ire ; but that the greater number, and those 
of the better sort, disliked the alteration of government, and 
relied entirely upon the Queen. Saiute Aldegonde visited him 
at Middelburgh, and in a "long discourse" expressed the 
most friendly sentiments towards England, with free offers of 
personal sennce. " Nevertheless," said Buckhurst, cautiously, 
" I mean to trust the effect, not his words, and so I hope he 
shall not much deceive me. His opinion is that the Earl of 
Leicester's absence hath chiefly cauaeil this change, and that 
without his return' it wiU hardly be restored again, but that 
■ BuoUiurat to Walain^luuu, '2Gth Much, 15H7. (B. P. Office MS.) 
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upon Ilia arrival all these clouds will prove but a summeib 
sliower." ' 

As 11 matter of course tbe new ambossador lifted up hil^ 
Toice, immediately after setting foot ou shore, in faV' 
the starving soldiers of his Queen. " 'Tis a most lameul 
thing," said he, " to hear the complaints of soldiers 
captains for want of pay," , . . . Whole companieB made thi 
way into hia presence, literally crying aloud for bread. " Fi 
Jesus' sake," wrote Buckhurst, " liostcn to send relief willi 
speed, and let such victuallers be appointed as have a 
science not to make themselves rich with the famine of 
soldiers. If her Majesty send not money, and that with spet 
for their payment, I am afraid to think what mischief 
miseries are like to follow." ' 

Then the ambassador proceeded to the Hague, holdii 
interviews with influential i>ersonages in private, and with t1 
States-General in public. Such was the charm of his mannt 
and so firm the conviction of sincerity and good-will whi) 
he inspired, that in the course of a fortnight there was alrei 
a sensible change in the aspect of ail'airs. The enemy, who* 
at the time of their arrival, had been making bonfires and 
holding triumphal processions for joy of the great breach 
between Holland and England, and had been 
Bwallow them all up, wliile there were so few left who 
how to act," were already manifesting disappointment.' 

In a solemn meeting of the States-General with the etat*'' 
CDimcil, Buckhurst addressed the assembly upon the general 
subject of her Majesty's goodness to the Netherlan^. He 
spoke of the gracious assistance rendered by her, notwith- 
standing her many special charges for the common cause, and 
of the mighty enmities which she had incurred for their sake. 
He sharply censured the Hollanders for their cruelty 
men who had shed their blood in their cause, but who wi 
now driven forth from tlieir towns, and left to starve t 
highways, and hated for their nation's sake ; as if the 

■ DdcUiqaI to WalBingham, 1 
Uit cited. I Ibid. 
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English Dsme deserved to be so3ed " for the treachery of two 
miscreants." He spoke strongly of their demeanour towards 
the Earl of Leicester, and of the wrongs they had done him, 
and told them, that, if they were not ready to atone to her 
Majesty for such injiiries, they were not to wonder if their 
deputies receiTed no better answer at her hands. " She who 
embraced your cause," he said, " when other mighty princes 
forsook you, will stiJI stand fast nnto you, yea, and increase 
her goodness, if her present state may suffer it." ' 

After being addressed in tiiia manner the council of state 
made what Counsellor Cleik called a " very honest, modest, 
and wise answer;" but the Stat^'s-General, not being able 
" so easily to discharge that wliich had so long boiled within 
them," deferred their reply until tJie following day. They then 
brought forward a deliberate rejoinder, in which they ex- 
pressed themselves devoted to her Majesty, and, on tlie whole, 
well disposed to the Earl. As to the 4th February lett^-r, it 
had been written " in amaritudine cordis," upon hearing the 
treasons of York and Stanley, and in accordance with " their 
custom and liberty used towards all princes, whereby they had 
long preserved their estate," and in the conviction that the 
real culprits for all the sins of his Excellency's government 
were certain "lewd persons who sought to seduce his Lord- 
ship, and to cause him to huto the States." 

Buekliurst did not thmX: it well to reply, at that moment, 
upon the ground that there had been already crimination and 
recrimination more than enough, and that " a little hittemesa 
more had rather caused them to determine dangerously than 
resolve for the best." ' 

They then held council together — the envoys and the 
States-General, as to the amount of troops absolutely neces- 
sary — casting up the matter " as pinehingly as possibly might 
be." And the result was, that 2U,U00 foot and 2000 horse for 
garrison work, and an army of 13,000 foot, 5000 horse, and 
1000 pioneers, for i\ campaign of five or six months, wore pro- 
nounced indispensable. This would require all their 240,000^ 
' Bartliolomew Clerk to BurgUloy, uW taji. ' Ibiil. 
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sterling a-year, regular contribution, her Majesty's contjugeat,! 
of 140,000/., and an extra sum of 150,000/. sterUng. Of thi 
sum the States requet^ted lit-r Majesty, should furnish twoi 
tliirda, wliile tliey agreed to tiirnifh the other third, wliiol 
would make in all 240,000/. for tlie Queen, and 290,000/. foe 
the States. Ab it waa understood that the English subsii 
were only a loan, secured by mortgage of the cautionary towi 
this did not seem very unreasonable, when the intimate blend- 
ing of England's welfare with that of the Provinces was 
considered,' 

Thus it will be observed that Lord Euckhurst — while doing 
his best to conciliate pereonal feuds and heartburnings- 
done full justice to the merits of Leicester, and bad plucadfl 
in strongest h'ght the favours conferred by her Majesty. 

He then proceeded to Utrecht, where he waa received with 
many demonstrations of respect, " with solemn speeches " 
from magistrates and burgher-captaiua, with military prot-e*- 
sions, and with great banquets, which were, however, coin 
ducted with deconim, and at which even Count Moeurs excit« 
aniversal astonishment by his sobriety.'' It was diihcult, ho* 
I ever, for matters to go very smootldy, except upon the e 
What could be more disastrous than for a little comm 
wealth — a mere handful of people, like these Netherlander 
engaged in mortal combat with the most powerful mone 
in the world, and with the first general of the age, within I 
league of their borders — thus to be deprived of all organtz 
government at a most critical moment, and to be left I 
wrangle with their allies and among themselves, as to t 
form of pohty to be adopted, while waiting the pleasure of | 
capricious and despotic vi 

And the very foundation of the authority by which t 
Spanish yoke had been abjured, the sovereignty oBered i 
Elizabeth, and the government-general conferred on Leices 
was fiercely assailed by the confidential agents of Elizabt 
her§elf. The dispute went into the very depths of the k 

u Burglilcr 
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contract. Already Wilkes, standiug up stoutly for the demo- 
cratic views of tli6 governor, who was so foully to requite him, 
had assured the English govermoent that the " people were 
ready torut the throats " of the Slates-ffeneral at any con- 
Tenient moment. Tho sovereign people, not the deputies, 
were alone to be heeded, he said, and although he never 
iuformed the world by what process he hod learned the 
deUberate opinion of that sovereign, as there had been no 
assembly excepting those of the States-General and States- 
Provincial — he was none the less fully satisfied that the people 
were all with Leicester, and bitterly opposed to the States. 

" For the sovereignty, or supreme authority," said he, 
" through failure of a legitimate prince, belongs to the people, 
and not to you, gentlemen, who are only servants, ministers, 
and deputies of the jjeople. You have your coniniiaaionB or in- 
structions surrounded by limitations — which conihtions are so 
widely different from the power of sovereignty, aa the might 
of the subject is in regard to hia prince, or of a servant in 
respect to his master. For sovereigiity is not limited either 
as to power or as to time. Still less do you represent the 
scnereignty ; for the people, in giving the general and absolute 
government to the Earl of Leicester, have conferred upon him 
at once the exercise of justice, the administration of polity, 
of naval affairs, of war, and of all the other [loints of sove- 
reignty. Of these a governor-general is however only tho 
depositary or guardian, until such time as it may please the 
prince or people to revoke the trust ; there being no other 
in this state who can do this ; seeing that it was the people, 
who, through the instrumentality of your oiSces — through you 
aa its servants — conferred on his Excellency, this power, 
antliority, and government. According to the common rule 
of law, tlierefore, quo jure quid statuitur, eodem Jure tolli 
dd>et. You having been fully empowered by the provinces 
and cities, or, to speak more correctly, by your masters and 
superiors, to confer the government ou hia Excellency, it fol- 
lows that you require a like power in order to take it away 
either in whole or in part. If then you had no commission 
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even tliat of the state-council, ami 
urp hia power as governor general 
W8 of two things one : either you 
hat you were doing, nor duly con- 
erifhed, or — much more probably — 
a of disobedience, considering how 
Mice to liim.' 

lid Wilkes defend the authority of 
Ilia post at a moat eritieal moment, 
ites, by Lis dereliction, to take tbo 
I hands. 
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Iiatl they made that loan? 'i'liroiipli tlie mat-hhiery of the 
States-General, So long then as the hlarl retained the absolute 
Bovereignty, the States were not eveii representatives of the 
sovereign people. The sovereign people was merged in one 
English Earl. The English Earl had retm-nl — indefinitely — 
to England. Was the sovereign people to wait for months, or 
years, before it regained its existence ? And if not, how was 
it to reassert its vitality ? How bnt through the agency of 
the States-General, who — according to Wilkes himself — had 
hem fuUif empowered by the Provinces and Citie« Co confer the 
government an the Earl ? The people then, after all, were the 
provinces and cities. And the Statea-General were at that 
moment as much qualified to represent those provinces and 
cities as they ever had been, and they claimed no more. 
Wiltes, nor any other of the Leicester party, ever hinted at 
a general assembly of the people. Universal suffrage was not 
dreamed of at that day. By the people, bo meant, if he 
meant anytliiiig, only that very small fraction of the in- 
habitants of a country, who, according to the English system, 
in the reign of Elizabeth, constituted its Commons. He chose, 
rather from personal and political motives than philosophical 
0B68, to draw a distinction between the people and the 
' States,' but it ia quite obvious, from the tone of bis private 
commimieations, that by the 'States' he meant the indi- 
viduals who hapj>eued, for the time-being, to be the deputies 
of the States of each Province. But it was almost an affecta- 
tion to accuse those individuals of calling or considering tliem- 
Belves 'sovereigns;' for it was very well kno\vn that they 
Bat as ienv(H/i, rather than as members of a congress, and were 
perpetually obliged to recur to their constitnenla, the States of 
each Province, for instructions. It was idle, because Buys and 
Bameveld, and Iloordu, and otlicr leaders, exercised the in- 
fluence due to their talents, patriotism, and experience, to 
stigmatise them as usurpers of sovereignty, and to hound 
the rabble upon tbem as tjTunts and miechief-makera. Tet 
to take this course pleased the Earl of Leicester, who saw no 
liopo for the liberty of the people, unless absolute and uncon- 
q2 
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I he people, in war, naval afiairs, 
■ placed in Ms hands. This was the 
3rgy of the Reformed Church, because 
, throngh stich a theory, and by Lei- 
Lsh Papists, exercise intolerance in 
estrate for tlieir own private nscs the 

Church, and obtain for their own a 
is repugnant to the more liberal ideas 

1 — inspired as it were by the memory 
eligiouB and political liberty, William 
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BO returaed to their former devotiou towards her Mnjesty, 
your Lordship, and our nation." 

Wilkes was able moreover to gratify the absent governor- 
general with the intelligence — of somewhat questionable 
authenticity however — that the States were very " much 
terrified with these threats of the people." But Barneveld 
came down to the council to inquire what member of tljat 
body it was who bad accused the States of violating the 
Earl's authority. " MTioever he is," said the Advocate, " let 
him deliver hia mind franily, and he shall be answered." 
The man did not seom much terrified by the throat-cuttins 
orations. " It is true," replied Wilkes, perceiving himself to 
be the person intended, " that you have very injuriously, in 
many of your proceedings, derogated from and trodden the 
antbority of his Lordsliip and of this council under your 
feet." ' 

And then he went into particulars, and discussed, viore guo, 
the constitutional question, in which vaiious Leicestrian coun- 
sellors seconded liim. 

But Bameveld grimly maintained that the States were the 
sovereigns, and that it was therefore unfit that the governor, 
who drew his autkoriti/ from them, should call thorn to account 
for their doings. " It was as if the governors in the time of 
Charles V.," said the Advocate, "should have taxed that 
Emperor for any action of hia dtme in the government," * 

In brief, the ru{;ged Barneveld, with threatening voice, 
and lion port, seemed to impersonate the States, and to hold 
reclaimed sovereignty in hia grasp. It seemed difficult to 
tear it from him again. 

" I did what I could," said Wilkes, "to beat tliemfrom thU 
humour of their sovtreignty, showing that upon that error they 
had grounded the rest of their wilful abmrdities." ^ 

Next night, he drew up sixteen articles, showing the dis- 
orders of the States, their breach of oaths, and violations of 
the Earl's authority ; and with that commenced a series of 

' WilkoB to Lciceatcr. MS. last citwl. j Wngeliiuir. viii. 208. 
» Ibid. Oiirnpo™ Kl'iit. IL 281. ' Wilkes to Loictskr, M--^. lael 
Kg. Bur, U. xxii. SIS, D21, tfi. \ uitod. 
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he two parties, in wliich tlio topics of 
nt and the priueiplus of religions 
itii much ability on both sides, hut 

ion, the States-General, led by Bat^ 
Franek, expressed themselves toan- 
,s, during the mission of Bncthnrst. 
s eonstitutiug the States," they said, 

to Lord Leicester as enemies of 
king tniscliief-makers who surround 

they hod refused the demand of 
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Tliey are beacons ia the upward patli of maukin<I. Never 
before, liad so bold and wise a tribute to the genius of the 
reformation been paid by an organized community. Indi- 
viduals walking in advance of their ago had enunciated euch 
truths, and their voices had seemed to die away ; but, at last, 
a littlH, struggling, half-developed commonwealth bad pro- 
claimed the rights of conscience for all mnnkiud — for Papists 
and Calvinists, Jews and Anabaptists — because " biiving a 
respect for differences in religious opinions, and leaving ail 
churches in tlieir freedom, they chose to compel no man's 



On tlie constitutional question, the States commenced by an 
astounding aljsurdity. " These mischief-makers, moreover," 
said they, " have not been ashamed to dispute, and to cause 
the Earl of Leicester to dispute, the lawful constitution of the 
Provinces ; a matter which has not been disputed for ctgld 
hundred i/ear»." ' 

This was indeed to claim a respectable age for tlioir 
republic Eight hundred yoars took them back to the days 
of Charlemagne, in whose time it would have been sttmewliat 
difficult to detect a germ of their States-General and States- 
IVovinciaL Tliat the constitutional government — consisting 
of nobles and of the vroedscbaps of chartered cities— should 
have been in existence four hundred and seventeen years 
before the first charter had ever been granted to a city, was a 
very loose style of argument. Thomas Wilkes, in reply, 
might as well have traced the English parliament to Hengist 
and Horso. " For eight hundred years," they said, " Holland 
bad been governed by Counts and Countesses, on whom the 
nobles and cities, as representing the States, had legally con- 
ferred sovereignty."' 

Now the first incorporated city of Holland and Zeeland that 
ever existed was Middelburg, which received its charter fi-om 
Count William I. of Holland aud Countess Joan of Flanders, 
in tho year 1217. The first Count that had any legal or 
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recognized aathority was Dirk the First to whom Charles 
Simple presented the territory of Holland, by ietters-pat 
in 922. Yot the Statea-GeneraJ, in a solemn and eloquent 
document, gravely dated their own existence from the year 
787, and claimed the regular possession and habitual delega- 
tion of soTcreignty from timt epoch down ! 

After this fabulous preamble, they proceeded to handle 
matter of fact with logical precision. It was absurd, tl 
said, that Mr. W'ilkes aud Lord Leicester should affect to 
found the persons who appeared in the assembly with 
Btates themselves ; as if those individuals claimed or 
cised sovereignty. Any man who had observed what had 
been passing during the last fifteen years, knew very well 
tliat the supreme authority did not belong to the tliirty or 

forty individuals who came to the meetings The nohl< 

by reason of their ancient dignity and splendid possessioi 
took counsel together over state matters, and then, appearii 
at the assembly, deliberated with the deputies of the cities. 
The cities had mainly one form of govemmeut — a college of 
counsellors, or wise men, 40, 32, 28, or 24 in number, of 
most respectable out of the whole community. They 
ehosen for life, and vacancies were supplied by the collt 
themselves out of the mass of citizens. These colleges ' alont 
governed the city, and tlmt which had been ordained by tliem 
was to be obeyed by all the inhabitauta — a system against 
which there had never been any rebellion. Tlie colleges 
again, united with those of the nobles, represented the wljole 
state, tlie whole body of the popidation ; and no form of 
government could ho imagined, they said, that cotUd resolve, 
with a more thorough knowledge of the necessities of the 
country, or that could execute its resolves witli more unity of 

mout : and the citiM themselTei, as 
organised coryinnttions, irere but 35U 
years old. nt nio«t. It is difficult t<> 
UDdprstaud how auali inac 
shoold flud their way into a 
tflnle-papHT. 

Couipflni Eluit, -Qoll. I 
gering, U. 201, 



lega- 

bad 
well 

ble^H 
ioB^^I 
irin^H 

ities. 

*e of 

Ueg^ 
alonfi^^* 



' " These oollogoB," says Ihc doon- 
mcnt, " arc a* old as tbn oitieB ; or so 
old at It-ast, that Ihcra is no mecDar; 
left of tliDir (:uniiuc.'[ic.'L'mi'Dt." 

Ilvre, ti>.i. Rill I, i:rii^ Eiiisi.lut(!nicut. 
fur thti I'lilli^'.s i.r Vr.n il^'liuppcii 

diited uiil,v I , iIk- tiiiiLMil' I'liilip the 

Good— iiiii iiiiirli tiiiiM' 111. ill (I ceiilury 
bururo till' piibliuiiiuu uf iliis doon- 
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purpose and deciaivc authority. To bring the colleges into 
an assembly could oiily be done by meuna of deputies. These 
deputies, chosen by their colleges, and properly inBtructed, 
were sent to the place of meeting. During the war tliey hail 
always been commissioned to resolve in common on matters 
regarding the liberty of the land. These deputies, thus assem- 
bled, represented, by commission, the States ; but they are not, 
in their own persuus, the States ; and no one of them had any 
such pret^^iusion. " The people of this country," said the 
Statea, " have an aversion to all ambition ; and in these dis- 
afitroua times, wherein nothing but trouble and odium is to be 
gathered by public employment, these commissions are ac- 

connted mutiera Jieeesgaria This form of government 

lias, by God's favour, protected Holland and Zeeland, during 
this war, against a powerful foe, without loss of territory, 
without any popular outbreak, without mOitary mutiny, be- 
cause all 6imni-i8 has been tranmcted with open doors; and 
because the very smallest towns aro all represeuted, and voto 
in tlie assembly." ' 

la brief, the constitution of the United Provinces was a 
matter of fact. It was tliere iu good working order, and had, 
for a generation of mankind, and throughout a tremendous 
war, dune good service. Judged by the principles of reason 
and justice, it was in the main a wholesome constitution, 
securing the independence and welfare of the state, and the 
liberty and property of the individual, as well certainly as 
did any polity then existing in the world. It seemed more 
hopeful to abide by it yet a little longer than to adopt the 
throat^jutting system by the people, recommended by Wilkes 
and Xjeicestet as an improvement on the old constitution. 
This was the view of Lord Buckhurst He felt that threats 
of throat-cutting were not the beat means of smoothing and 
conciliating, and he had come over to smooth and conciliate. 
*• To spend the time," said he, " in private brabbles and piques 
between the States and Lord Leicester, when we ought to 
preiMire an army against the enemy, and to repair the shaken 
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i course for her 5Iajesty's sen-ice." ' 
filiating from haud to hand among 
Inud party, written out of England 
ill-will of the populace Bgainst the 
By soch meaus to bring the Stat€e 
urst, "and to stir np the people 
t damage and migerable end. This 
o eonsidei', being the very wiy to 
d so to bring all iuto confusiou, and 
f. But oh, how lamentable a thing 
rd of Tjcicester abuse her Majesty, 
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The eiibtio Doventor, Leicester's evil genius, did not cease 
%o poiaoD the iiiiad of the governor, during his protracted 
'^leenoe, against all persons who offere<l impediments to the 
cherished schemes of his master and liimself. "Your Ex- 
cellency knows very well," he said, " that the state of this 
ooontry is democratic, since, by faihire of a prince, the 
■ovoreign di8|X)sition of affairs baa returned to the people. 
That same people is everywhere so incredibly affectionate 
iowarda you that the delay in your retnrn drives them to 
extreme despair. Any one who would know the real truth 
has bnt to remember the fine fear the States-General were 
in when the news of your displeasure about the 4tb February 
letter became known." ^ 

Had it not been for the efforts of Lord Buckhurst in calming 
the popular rage, Deventer assured the Earl that tlie writers 
of the letter would " have scarcely saved their skins ;" and 
that they had always continued in great danger. 

He vehemently urged upon Leicester the necessity of his 
immediate return — not so much for reasons drawn from the 
distracted state of the country, tliua left to a provisional 
government and torn by faction — but because of the facility 
■with which ho might at once seize upon arbitrary power. 
He gratilied his master by depicting in lively colours tlie 
fibjeot condition into which Barneveld, Maurice, Hohenio, 
I and similar cowards, would be thrown by his sudden return. 

"If," said he, "the States' members and the counts, every 
one of them, are so desperately afraid of the people, even 
wliQe your Excellency is afar off, in what trepidation will 
they be when you are here 1 God, reason, the affection of the 
aovereign people, are on your side, Tliere needs, in a little 
commonwealth like ours, but a wink of the eye, the slightest 
indication of dissatisfaction on your part, to take away all tijeir 
Taloar irom men who are only brave" where swords are too 
short. A magnanimous prince like yourself should seek at 
once the place where such plots arc liatching, and you would 
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Bee the fury of tlie rebels cliange at once to cowardice. There I 
is more than one man here in the Ketherlanda tliat brags oliJ 
what he will do against the greatest and most highly endowed 
prince in England, because he thinks he shall never see 1 
again, who, at the very first news of your return, my Lord 
would think only of packing hia portmanteau, greasing 1" 
boots, or, at the very least, of sneaking back into his hole." 

But the stunty democrat was quite sure tliat his Excellency 
that most magnanimous prince of England, would not desert h 
faithful followers — thereby giving those " filthy rascals," ' 
opponents, a triumph, and " doing so groat an injury to t 
sovereign people, who were ready to get rid of them all at a 
aiuglo blow, if his Excellency would but say the word." ' 

He then implored the magnanimous prince to imitate tl 
example of JIoscs, Joshua, David, and that uf all great ( 
perors and captains, Hebrew, Greek, and Komau, to como ■ 
once to the scene of action, and to smite his enemies hip a 
thigh. He also informed hia Excellency, that if the dela 
should last much longer, he would lose all chance of regatiiiq| 
power, because the sovereign people had quite made up H 
mind to return to the dominion of Spain within three montli 
if they could not induce his Eieoilency to rule over thei 
In that way at least, if in no other, they could circumvent" 
those filthy rascals whom they so much abhorred, and frustrate 
the designs of Maurice, Holienio, and Sir John Norris, who 
were represented as occupying the position of the triumvilM 
after the death of Julius Ciesar. 

To place its neck under the yoke of Philip II. and the I 
quisition, after having so handsomely got rid of both, did u 

' "TtlbtuTetHPHpftj-BBascontrc'Ie I meamc, ni nu Imn peupio Wgiqi 
plus grand et qnaliflf priiieo d' Angle- Point u soy tnesme, mniii ■" ~ 
terra, leiiuol il d'oBscuro ne rvvuir codi! n b bruvade dm po 
jntnoia nardefo, qui nux duniioros nau- touto au poolerit^ ct hurtMTca c< 
vcUli de votro retonr. Monwignour, | moinwdu tcmpanvpnirporteni 1' 
n« poiwoit qu'k troiisBiT bognge ct i minie. Point aufH)ap1e,^qu•1,^ 
Giire gnuBscr via bottoB, oa dn nmina . BoaveToin. ne doit rocovoii lo h 
■e deunbor eu aa tuiiore," &c. (G. do | eottv injnre, pniaqno no lay quo I' 
Proninck. MS. Inst cited.) i fomintion de voatre uMnrntcatcm 

' " Huis uD printt) a tnu luagiin- p^iiir w deafhirc en uii i-onp do a 
Dime, ue ton, jtuoiua oe Ivtt ay a au; | alwtado," &o. (Ibid.} 
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seem a sublime manifestation of sovereignty im the part of tlic 
people, and eveo Deventer had some misgivings aa to the 
propriety of such a result. " What then will become of our 
beautiful churches?" he cried, "What will princes say, what 
will the world in general eay, what will historians say, about 
the honour of the English nation ? ' 

As to the first question, it is probable that the prospect of 
the reformed churches would not have been cheerful, had the 
inquisition been re-eetablished in Holland and Utrecht,- three 
months after that date. As to the second, tlie world and 
history were likely to reply, that the honour of the English 
nation was fortunately not entirely entrusted at that eixKrh to 
the " magnanimous prince " of Leicester, and liis democratic 
counsellor-in-ohief, burgomaster Deventer. 

These are but samples of the ravings whicli sounded inces- 
santly in the ears of the governor-general. Was it strange 
that a man, so thirsty for power, so gluttonous of flattery, 
should be influenced by such passionate appeals? Addressed 
in strains of fulsome adulation, convinced that arbitrary power 
was within his reach, and assured that he had but to wink liis 
eye to see his enemies scattered before him, ho became im- 
patient of all restraint, and determined, on his return, to crusli 
the States into insigniUcance. 

Thus, whilt) Buckhurst had been doing Ids best aa a me- 
diator to prepare the path for his return, Leicester himself 
and his partisans had been secretly exerting themselves to 
make his arrival the signal for discord, perliaps of civil war. 
The calm, tiicn, immediately succeeding the mission of Buclv- 
hnrst, was a deceitful one ; but it seemed very promising. 
The best feelings wore avowed and perhaps entertained. The 

' "II plain a V. EzC de nous 
TMiir incontinent E!«pagno], ou do noua 
en oonacrrer par rempeacbement de 
ce deMBing. . . . Car il ne peut lomber 
en 4ueniie imagination raiaonnable, en 
eu que ce deiaeing ne ae renTeiae 
tout snblt, que fanto d'antorile jainte, 
nn doBoqiair rxtieme ne ninis rendo 
k rEspoKnol devont Iibbuo de trais 
nioifl. Quo Bern ce altira de noa 



pauvros delnLraex? Qui' ileviondroiit 
cea belks egliaes, quo dira lo ninndi), 
que diront lua princos, que diront Us 
niataiieni, de 1 bunncur de la nation 
Angloise? I>e deaeepoir enTagi du 
peuple cbaisitn plutot quel parti qne 
ce soit arec I'Eipagnot, quo il'endim-r 
ceiixqui leuraniont renversdle retonr 
de Votre Exct-llence." &l^. (jQ. de Pru- 
ninck. MS. jnrt cited.) 
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States professed great tievotioii to her Majesty and frieiidln 
regard for the governor. They diBtmctly declared that t 
turaugements by which Maurice and Hohenio bad been place 
in their new positions were purely pruvisiona! ones, subject tl 
modifications on the arrival of the Earl.' "Ail things i 
reduced to a quiet calm," said Buckhurst, " ready to recein 
my Lord of Leicester and hia authority, whenever he cometh." ' 

The quarrel of Hohenio with Sir Edward Norris had beets'^ 
by the exertions of Biickharst, amicably arranged :' the Count 
became an intimate friend of Sir John, " to the gladding of all 
fluch as wished well to the country ;" ' but he nourished a 
, deadly hatred to the Earl. Ho ran up and down like i 
I madman whenever his return was mentioned.' " If the Q 
r be willing to take the sovereignty," he cried out at his owi 
I dinnex-tahle to a large company, "and is ready to proce* 
f loundly in this action, I will serve her to the last drop of mjJ 
I blood ; but if she embrace it in no other sort than liithert 
' she hath doue, and if Leicester is to return, then am I i 
I good a man as Leicester, and will never bo commanded I 
I him. I mean to continue on my frontier, where all who loTI 
ne can come and find me." ' 
He declared to several persons that lie had detected a 
J on the imrt of Leicester to huvo him assassinated ; and t 

•asertion seemed so important, that Villiers came to Councilloi 
I Clerk to confer with htm on the subject. The worthy 
Bartholomew, who had again, most reluctantly, left liia quiet 
chambers in the Temple to come again among the guns and 
drums, wltiLh his soul abhorred, was ajipallcd by such a charge. 
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1587. (S. P. Office M8-) 
" Hofaenlo i» tlitir Heronlcg," 

WilkcB, "and a mui fit fur anj ilrf 

Eerato nttenipt, oltngethcT dim' ' 
J DameTeld and Paul Bdtb, » 
Meks (vii. P.B.) by all maimer 
devicea to be rcvengwl of Lord Let'V 
C(«ler for Iiis impriaonmoot.'' Wilkt^l 
to the Qacen, 12 Julr, 1587. (.S.lhM 
Office MS.) ■ 
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It was best to keep it a secret, he said, at least till the raattcT 
could be thorouglJy investigated, VilHers was of the eamo 
opinion, and accordingly the councillor, iu the excess of his 
L-autioo, couiided the secret only — to whom ? To Mr. Atye, 
Leicester's private secretary. Atye, of course, instantly told 
hia master — his master, in a frenzy of rage, fold the Queen, 
and her Majesty, in a paroxysm of royal indignation at tliis 
new insult to her favourite, sent furious letters to her envoys, 
to the States-General, to everybody in the Netherlands — so 
tliat the assertion of Hoheulo became the subject of endless 
recrimination. Leicester became very violent, and denounced 
the statement as an impudent falsehood, devised wilfully in 
order to cast odium ujwn him and to prevent hia return.' 
Unquestionably there was nothing in the story but fable-tulk ; 
bat the Count would have been still more ferocious towards 
Leicester than he was, had he knoira what was actually hap- 
pening at that very moment. 

While Buekharst was at Utrecht, listening to the " solemn 
speeches" of the militia-captainti and exchanging friendly 
expressions at stately hanijiieta with Moeurs, he suddenly 
received a letter in cipher from her Majesty. Not liaving the 
key, he sent to Wilkes at the Hague. Wilkes was very ill ; 
hut the despatch was marked pressing and immediate, so ho 
got out of bed and made the journey to Utrecht. The letter, 
on being deciphered, proved to be an order frum the Qncen 
to decoy Hohenio into some safe town, on pretence of con- 
sultation, and then to throw him into prison, on the ground 
that he had been tampering with the enemy, and was about 
to betray the republic to Philip.' 

2!)tb 



' ' Effi>ct of whut pusse<] betwrea 
Dr. Villicrs niiil me, Bortbolomtw 
Ckrb, luuuliing the diiconteutment 
ft Count HuLctUu.' £2 May, 1587. 
(B.F.OIHceMK.) 

WiUcea to Lopl CUonccllor, 3 June. 
1587. (8. P. OiRco MS.) Comrnre 
Ultvn ot Loici'Htcr to Sonoy, ond of 
BopUiiirat to Troalong. in Itor, LI. 
Krii. »9St. GttXM V. Priust. Accliivcs 
L 63. en. GO. 

* Queen lo Dufklmnit, l.l Ai'HI, ■ 
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April, l.^f<7. Bucliliurat t<> uimc, 
29 A tin'], l.'>87. Sudp to game, 3(l(li 
April, I6ff7. (8.P. Office MSS.) 

Tho Queen's Letter is na fotlnwa : 
— "Finding; li; a later lottc-r written 
to our secrvtary by our aniliussadnr 
WilkiB, Ihut he liflth been given to 
iiniterstniid how Bollock Bboidrl huvo 
Bumo Bt-viel intelligoiice with tho 
Friiico of Porma, wliich being inn.'. 
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The commotion whicb \*ould have been excited by any 
attempt to enforce this order, could be easily imagined by 
tliose familiar with Hoheiilo and with the powerful party in 
the Netherlands of which be was one of the chiefs. W'ilkea 
stood aghast as he deciphered the letter. Buckfaurst felt the 
impossibility of obeying the royal wilL Both knew the cause, 
and both foresaw the consequences of the proposed step. 
Wilkes had heard some niraours of intrigues between Panna'ii 
agents at Deventer and Hohenlo, and liad confided them to 
Walsingbam, hoping that the Secretary would keep the matter 
in his own breast, at least till further advice. He vas apjialled 
at the sudden action proposed on a mere rumour, which botli 
Buckhurst and himself had begun lo consider an idle one. 
He protested, therefore, to Waleinghara that to comply wiUi 
her Majesty's command would not only be nearly impossi' " 
but woul'i, if successful, hazard the ruin of the repnbl 
Wilkes was also very anxious lest the Earl of Leicester ^i 
hear of the matter. He was already tlie object of hatred 
that powerftil person^^, and thought him capable of act 
plishing his destmction in any mode. But if Leicester conlf 
wreak his vengeance upon his enemy Wilkes by the hand of 
his other deadly enemy Hohenlo, the councillor felt that this 
kind of revenge would have a double sweetness for liim. Tha. 
Queen knows what I have been saying, thought Wilkes, 
therefore Leicester knows it ; and if Leicester knows it. 
will take care that Hoheulo shall hear of it too, and then 



considi^iig boiT flio saiil Hullock ie 
possesM'd o( (livore principal tovuB, iu 
tlie wliioh Uio onpbkinB iind eolditn 
uu altogothor ut Iub duiotiou, it U 

ntl; to be doubted that he ma^ be 
m by corruptioii to deliver op 
into tbe Fringe of Parma'a hands the 
said townB, wherebj the enemy may 
luve the more eniy ontry into thoiie 
oonntries. We have therefore thougbt 
good, for pnivention thereof, that jon 
■liauld coufer with our acrranta Co- 
lonel Noma uid WUkca what conree 
wore tufct to be taken tliereio, 
which, u wo perceive, may be bt>Et 
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tion thcroof, e^eciiU care would 
hod that bo might bo drawn, ui 
colour of Eoiiffri'iicu with you ' 
uinttcis of jjreat im|Hirtiui( 
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you in great diligoi 
the towna which youahall uTidri 
to be devoted to in. and not affe 
to him ; wherein vou may take order 
for bis restraint, Wing flrrt well fur- 
nished witli niffldeiit mnltcr to charge 
him withal, which wo wish to be dono 
in the presence of such principsl pep- 
sous of (he cuoutry as nr^ held tu 
good putriots and Imvu crtdil wilh Dw 
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be nnto me. " Tour honour knoweth," lie said to Walsing- 
ham, "that her Majesty can hold no gecreU, and if a/ie do 
impart it to Leicester, then am I sped." ' 

Nothing came of it however, and the relations of Wilkes 
and Buckhurat with Hohenlo continued to he fiiendly. It 
was a lesson to Willces to be more cautious even with the 
cautious Walsingham. "We had but bare suspicions," said 
Buckhnret, "nothing fit, God knoweth, to come to such a 
reckoning. Wilkea saith he meant it but for a premonition 
to you there ; but I think it will henceforth be a premonition 
to himself — ^there being but bare presumptions, and yet shrewd 
presumptions." ' 

Here then were Deventer and Ijeicester plotting to overthrow 
the government of the States ; tlie States and Hoherdo arm- 
ing against Leicester; the extreme demoi'ratio party thi-eaten- 
irig to go over to the Spaniards witliin three months ; the Earl 
accused of attempting the life of Hohenlo ; Hohenlo offering 
to shed the last drop of his blood for Queen Elizabeth ; Queen 
Elizabeth giving orders to throw Hohenlo into prison as a 
traitor ; Councillor Wilkes trembling for his life at the hands 
both of Leicester and Hohenlo ; and Buckhurst doing his best 
to conciliate all parties, and imploring her Majesty in vain to 
send over money to help on the war, and to save her soldiere 
from starring. 

For the Queen continued to refuse the loan of fifty thou- 
sand pounds which the Provinces solicited, and in hope of 
which the States had just agreed to an extra contribution of a 
miUion florins (100,000/.), a larger sum than had been levied 
by a single vote since the commencement of the war. It 
must be remembered, too, that the whole expense of the war 
fell upon Holland and Zeeland. The Province of Utrecht, 
where tliere was so strong a disposition to confer absolute 
authority ujwn Leicester, and to destroy the power of the 
States-General, contributed absolutely nothing, Since the 
lose of Deventer, nothing could be raised in the Provinces of 
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OveryBsel ; the SpaniardB levying 
le territory, and impoverisbiiig the 
ae almost a nullity.' Was it strange 
Qullanil and Zeeland, thns bearing 
I of the war, ehoiild be dissatisfied 
Tds them by their sister Provinces 
by them ? Was it unnatural that 
and HohciJo, should be disposed to 
fttions of Leicester, thus fostered by 
'ere, at their expense ? 
ihe 50,000;., although Holland and 
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He then drew a virid picture of tlie capacity of the Nether- 
lands to assist the endangered realm of England, if delay were 
not suffered to destroy both common weal tlis, by placing the 
ProTinces in an eoemy'a hand. 

" Their many and notable good haveng," he said, " tlie great 
Dumber of ships and mariners, their impregnable towns, if 
they were in the hand^ of a potent prince that would defend 
tltem, and, lastly, the state of this shore, so near and opposite 
unto the laud and coast of England — lo, the sight of all this 
daily in mine eye, conjoined with the deep, enrooted malice 
of that your so mighty enemy who seeketh to regain them ; 
these things entering continually into the meditations of my 
heart — so much do they import the safely of yourself and 
your estate — do enforce me, in the abundance of my love and 
duty to your Majesty, most earnestly to speak, vtrtU, and weep 
unto you, lest when the occasion yet offered shall be gone by, 
this blessed means of your defence, by God's provident good- 
nesa thua put into your hand, will then be utterly Itfflt, lo, 
never, never more to be recovered again."' 

It was a noble, wise, and eloquent appeal, but it was 
uttered in vain. Wos not Leicester — his soul filled with 
petty schemea for reigning in Utreclit, and destroying the 
constitutional government of the Provinces — in full posses- 
Bion of the royal ear ? And was not the same ear lent, at 
that most critical moment, to the insidious Alexander Far- 
nesCi with his whispers of peace, which were potent enough 
to drown all the preparations for the invincible Armada ? 

Sii months had rolled away since Leicester had left the 
Netherlands ; six months long, the Provinces, left in a condi- 
tion which might have become anarchy, had been saved by 
the wise government of the States-General ; six months long 
the English soldiers had remained unpaid by their sovereign ; 
and now for six weeks the honest, eloquent, intrepid, but 
gentle Buckhurst had done his best to conciliate all parties, 
and to mould the Netherlands into an impregnable bulwark 
for the realm of England. But his efforts were treated with 

' Buckliurat to tbe Queen, MS. just citeil. 
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e was still miuldciied by a sense of 
States to Leicester, She was indig- 
Id have accepted such lame apolo- 
niary letter ; that lie should have 
ent for their insolent infringements 
w his absence ; that he should have 
IS proceedings ; and that, in short, 
ig to conciliate and forgive when he 
Euled, " You conceived, it seemeth," 
more sharper manner of proceeding 
litters to the prejudice of the ser- 
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and, with it, the almost ruinous condition of three out of the 
BGTen Provinces, niight excuse on their part a httle piquancy 
of phraseology, nor was it easy for them to express gratitude 
to the governor for his grave and gentle admonitions, after 
ho had, by his secret docnment of 24th November, rendered 
himself fully responsible for the disaster they deplored. 

She expressed unbounded indignation with Hohenlo, who, 
as she was well aware, continued to churiah a deadly hatred 
for Leicester. Especially she was exasperated, and with rea- 
son, by the assertion the Count had made concerning the 
governor's murderoas designs upon liim. " 'Tia a matter," 
said the Queen, " bo foul and dishonourable that doth not 
only touch greatly the credit of the Earl, but also our own 
honour, to have one who hath t>een nourished and brought 
tip by us, and of whom we liave made show to the world to 
have extraordinarily favoured above any other of our own 
snbjects, and used his service in those countries in a place of 
that reputation he held there, stand charged with so horrible 
and unworthy a crime. And therefore our pleasure is, even 
as you tender the continuance of our favour towards you, that 
you seek, by all the means you may, examining the Count 
Hollock, or any other party in this matter, to discover and to 
sift out how tliis muUcious imputation hath been wrought ; for 
we have reason to think tliat it hath grown out of some cun- 
ning device to stay the Earl's coming, and to discourage him 
from the continuance of his service in those countries,"' 

And there the Queen was undoubtedly in the right, Ho- 
henlo was resolved, if possible, to make the Earl's govern- 
ment of the Netherlands impossible. There was nothing in 
the story however ; and all that by the most diligent " sifting" 
could ever ho discovered, and all that the Count could be 
prevailed upon to confess, was an opinion expressed by him 
that if lie had gone with Leicester to England, it might pei^ 
haps have fared ill with him.^ But men were given to loose 
talk in those countries. There was great freedom of tongue 
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and pen; and aa the Earl, whether with justice or not, hmiM 
always been euspected of strong tendeocies to aasassinatioD, 
was not very wonderful tliat so recMesa an indiTidoftl i 
Hohenlo should promulgate opinions on such subjects, withontl 
much reserve. " The number of crimes that have be«n i 
puted to me," said Leicester, " would be incomplete, had ti 
calumny not been added to all preceding ones." ' It is fcmM 
able that assassination, especially poisoning, may have h 
a more common-place affair in those days than oor own. 
any rate, it is certain that accusations of such crimes were a 
ordinary occorrence. Men were apt to die suddenly if th^ 
bad mortal enemies, and people wonld gossip. At the veij;! 
same moment, Leicester was deUberately accnsed not only a 
murderous intentions towards Hohenlo, but towards Tbom 
Wiibes and Count Lewis William of Nassau likewise. 
.trumpeter, arrested in Friesland, had just confessed that I 
had been employed by the Spanish governor of that Provin 
Colonel Verdugo, to murder Count Lewis, and that four otfc 
persona had been entrusted with tlie same commission. 
Count wrote to Verdugo, and reet-ived in reply a 
' denial of the charge. " Had I heard of such a project," » 
the Spaniard, "I would, on the contrary, have given ; 
warning. And I give you one now." He then stated, as a' 
fact known to him on unquestionable authority, that the Earl 
of Leicester hod assassins at that moment in his employ to 
take the life of Count Lewis, adding that as for the trum- 
peter, who had just been hanged for the crime suborned by 
the writi'r, he was a most notorious Innatie. In reply, Lewi^ 
while he ridiculed this plea of insanity set up for a culprit w 
had confessed hia crime succinctly and voluntarily, expre 
great contempt for the countei^lmrge against Leicest« 
" His Excellency," said the sturdy little Count, " is a virtuoi 
gentleman, the most pious and God-fearing I have en 
known. I am very sm^ that he could never treat his enemifll 
in the manner stated, much less Ids friends. As for yours 
may God give mo grace, in requital of your knavish tricJt, I 
' Oroeu ». Priiul. Arohiyea, I. |13. Ooitifiiinj Dor. II. nil. 992. 



1587. SHE CBNaURES BUCKHURST'S COURSE. 243 

moke sncli a war upon you as becomes an npright soldier and 
a man of honour."' 

Thus there was at least one man — and a most important 
one — in the opposition-party who thoroughly believed in the 
honour of the governor-general. 

The Queen then proceeded to lecture Lord Buckhurst very 
severely for having tolerated an instant the States' pro- 
position to her for a loan of 50,000?. "The enemy," she 
observed, " is quite unable to attempt the siege of any town," ' 

Buckhurst was, however, inetmcted, in case the States' 
million should prove inenfficient to enable the army to make 
head against the enemy, and in the event of " any alteration 
of the good-will of the people towards her, caused by Ler not 
yielding, in this their necessity, some convenient support," to 
let them then understand, "as of himself, that if they would 
be satisfied with a loan of ten or fifteen thousand jxmnd», he 
would do his best endeavour to draw her Majesty to yield 
onto the furnishing of such a sum, with assured hope to ob- 
tmn the same at her hands."' 

Truly Walsingham was right in saying that charges of any 
kind were difficult of digestion. Yet, even at that moment, 
Elizabeth had no more attached subjects in England than 
were the burghers of the Netherlands, who were as anxious 
as ever to annex their territory to her realms. 

Thns, having expressed an affection for Leicester which no 
one doubted, having once more thoroughly brow-beaten the 
States, and having soundly lectured Buckhurst — as a requital 
for his successful efforts to bring about a more wholesome 
condition of aflairs — she gave the envoy a parting stab, with 
this poetcript : — " There is small disproportion," she said, 
" betwixt a fool who useth not wit Ijecause he hath it not-, and 
him that useth it not when it should avail him,"' Leicester, 
too, wa« very violent in his attacks upon Bucklmrst. The 
envoy had succeeded in reconciling Hohenlo with the bro- 

' Letten of Verdngo and of Count I ' Queen to Bocldintst. 3 Moy i,M8. 
Lewii WilliaJD, In Bor. ID. iuili. loat cited.) 
p. 11, ' Ibid. * Ihid. 
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irsuaded Sir John to offer the band 
;r, provided it were sure of being 
sire to conciliate, tlie Earl found re- 
•' I would have bad more regard 
it," he said, "if the caise had been 
but I must regard my own reputa,- 
othera would impair it,. You have 
me, if I must deal plainly, who do 
rith him, whose best place is colonel 
iervant, and preferred by me to all 
,."' And thus were enterprises of 
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under me, as though we were equals. And I caimot but 
more than maryel at this your proceeding, when I remember 
your promises of friendship, ami your opinions resolutely set 
down, . . . You were so determined before you went 
hence, but muat have become wonderfully enamoured of 
those men's unknown virtues in a few days of acquiiiutance, 
from the alteration that is grown by tbeir own commenda- 
tions of themselvee. Tou knew very well that all the world 
should not muke me serve with John Norris. Your sudden 
change from mislike to liking has, by consequence, presently 
cast disgrace mxm me. But all is not gold that glitters, nor 
every shadow a perfect representation. . . . You knew 
he should not serve with me, but either you thought me a 
verj' inconstant man, or else a very simple soul, resolving 
with you as 1 did, for yon to take the course .you have done." ' 
He felt, however, quite strong in her Majesty's favour. He 
knew himself her favourite, beyond all cliance or change, and 
was sure, so long as either lived, to thrust his enemies, by her 
aid, into outer darkness. Woe to Buckhurat, and Norria, and 
Wilkea, and all others who consorted with his enemies. Let 
them flee from the wrath to come ! And truly they were 
only too anxious to do so, for they knew that Leicester's 
hatred was poisonous. " He is not so facile to forget as ready 
to revenge,"' said poor Wilkes, with neat alliteration. '* My 
very heavy and mighty adversary will disgrace and undo 
ma"' 

" It BufGceth," continued Leicester, " that her Majesty 
doth find my dealings well enough, and so, I trust will gra- 
ciously use me. As for the reconciliations and love-days you 
have made there, truly I have liked well of it ; for you did 
show me your disposition therein before, and I allowed of it, 
and I had received letters both from Count Maurice and 
Hohenlo of their humility arui kindness, but now in your last 
letters you say they have uttered the cause of their mislike 

■ Luio(.<Bl«i to Buckliorat. The ' WiDies to Wal sing bam, 13 April. 
Jettor U from Croydon, aud paUii-ti- 1S87. (8. P. Offli-e, MS,) 
OBlljr ajguml, '■ Your poor frieud, B. . ' Same to Iho Lord Chancellor. 
LejoMlet." I 3rd June, 1S87. (S. P. Offlw, MS.) 
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rljear to write of, looking so speedily 

1 eiiougli what the secret was, for bad 
ded by the judicious Barthulomew to 
tly told his master ? " This pretence 
alu," cried Leicester, "is a matter 
ig me to choler, I will not suffer it 
shall be duly and severely puuished. 
jugh the plot of this wickwi derice, 
effect the devisere have done it for. 
in and a Mae lying kosTe whosoerer 
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into Bome desperate cause. In the meaDtime I am hardly 
thought of by her Majesty, and in her opinion condemned 
before mine answer be understood. Therefore I besee<.-b you 
to help me to return, and not thus to loae her Majesty's favour 
for my good desert, wasting here my mind, body, my wits, 
wealth, and all, with continual toils, cares, and troubles, more 
than I am able to endure," ' 

But besides his instructions to smooth and expostulate, in 
which be had succeeded so well, and bad been requited so ill, 
Buckhurst had received a still morediflicnlt commission. He 
had been ordered to broach the subject of peace, as delicately 
as possible, but without delay ; firet sounding the leading 
politicians, inducing them to listen to the Queen's suggestions 
on the subject, persuading tbem that they ought to be satisfied 
with the principles of the pacification of Ghent, and that it 
was hopeless for the Provinces to continue the war with their 
mighty adversary any longer.' 

Most reluctantly hail Buckhurat fulfilled his sovereign's 



1 Bockhurat to Borghler, 27 Mdt, 
1387. rap. Office, MS.) 

' " Wbereaa we have itite used your 
Miriee in on inteoded troutjr of pcnu'i' 
betwiit the King of Bpoan and ua, 
dealt ID by the Duke of Pnima .... 
we mnd jou copies of Bui^h letlere aa 
have lately Leon written to onnelf by 
Un Duke, aod by Obiunpnguy tt> Uio 
GtrntroUcr. ■ . . Wd hnro taken nixlor 
that the^ Duke Aall be pat ■□ mind 
of the treaty of Obent, anno '76, . . . 
wbich being afterwards approved by 
tboEing, wuapublinhcd in 1S77, . . . 
liaTing juflt CftQ»e to hope that, if the 
King bo willing to embrnoe pence, 
and the Duke to further Ibc aame, aa 
he pretondoth, be may bo induced to 
Hwent to BOch a toUrunee as in Uie 
Baid pBciScation is contained. Now 
it rexlotli tliat you should seek to 
frame the miuda of th« people of 
thoie countricfl to auch good mi-aux ii^ 
by you Bhall be thought expedient tn 
oontent lUomaelreH with Uio mid 
tolemneo ; for which purpose you 
■liall, M of ynuneir. u one thut 
wiilieth Willi to tlioae countries, deal 
with aoiua welt-^^liomn penoni there, 
■ucb us you ahull leimi to be good 



patriola, ". . . laying before them 
how imposaible it iifortbeni bynicans 
of their oontribntioua, with the burden 
whereof the p«)ple do lUnauly find 
Ibemselvts ao much grluvi.'d to con- 
tinue the war, and to moke head any 
longer Qgainet to mighty and puiaeanl 
a prince as the King of Spain, and 
how unable ounelvea slmll bo to buji- 
ply them atill with auch relief aa the 
neceraity of tbeir atat« iboll require. 
.... You may ndviae them to dia- 
poae both their own minda aud thoae 
of the people lu a aound pence, which, 
in your opinion, they cannot at any 
time treat of with forester uilTantB^ 
thou at this present, the King of 
Spain being al M lots an ebb both at 
home Bud ui tiiese conutrieB, far want 
na well of victuals aa of other oecea. 
gory things to continue tlie wan. . . . 
Aud if yoa aball find that the using 
of those reasona aud poniuaaions in 
OUT unme may farther the cause, bj 
moving them rather to hearken anlo 
fieUL-e. we leave it to yourself to nae. 
Ill nicb case, yonr own diacTetion 
therein,'* &c. Queen to Buokhunt, 
May. 1587. (8. P. Offloe MB.) 
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laa coitus^. To talk to the Hollanders 
s^^meai paerQe. That memorable 
lad beea one of tb^ great laadmarks 
great ftdiieTemeQts of WQliam the 
*^ public eierefee of the reformed 
?d for the two Prorinces of Holland 
been agreed that the secret practice 
Isevherf winked at, until such time 
der the auspices of Philip 11., should 
*as it conceivable, that now, — after 
D Mlemnly abjured, and the reformed 
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treaaure for the advancing of worthy nwn, and for the arming of 
alape and ir,en-of'war that may defend you, since princes' 
treasures serve only to that end, and. Vie they never so fast or so 
full in their chests, can no ways so defend tJiem f 

" The eternal God, in whose hands the hearts of Idugs do 
rest, dispose and guide your sacred Majesty to do tliat which 
may be most according to His blessed will, and best for you, 
as I trust He will, even for His mercy's sake, both toward 
your Majesty and the whole realm of England, whose desola- 
tion is thus sought and compassed." ' 

Was this the language of a mischievous intriguer, who was 
Bacriticiitg the true interests of his country, and whose pro- 
ce<^ding8 were justly earning for him rebuke and disgrace at the 
hands of his sovereign ? Or was it rathcT t!ie noble advice of 
an upright statesman, a lover of his country, a faithful servant 
of his Queen, who had looked through the atmosphere of 
falsehood in which be was doing his work, and who had de- 
tected, with rare sagacity, the secret purposes of thcwe who 
were then migmling the world ! 

BackhuTSt bad no choice, however, but to obey. His 
private efforts were of course fruitless, but he anuomieed to 
her Majesty that it was his intention very shortly to bring the 
matter — according to her wish — before the assembly. 

But Elizabeth, seeing that her counsel had been unwise 
and her action premature, turned upon her envoy, as she was 
apt to do, and rebuked him for his obedience, so soon as 
obedience had proved inconvenient to herself. 

" Having perused your letters," she said, " by which you 
80 at large debate unto us what you have done in the matter 
of peace .... we find it strange that you should proceed 
furtJier. And although we had given you full and ample 
direction to proceed to a public dealing in that cause, yet 
your own discretion, seeing the difRculties and dangers that 
you yourself saw in the propouniling of the matter, ought to 
have led you to delay till further command from us."^ 

' Bafkhimt to the Qtltieii. 30 April, I ' Queen to Buckhunt, 4 June, 
15S7. iBf. Miu.G^bB.0. KLp. 438, 1587, (B. P. Office. M8.) 
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acted her envoy, in case he had not 
ter iu the etat^-house to the general 
irely until he heard her further 
, as usual, with a characteristic post- 
is matter," she said, " than, with su 
11 the cause, iinj)air my honour, and 

your wit, that oiice was supposed 
iin for the handling." ' 

could have propounded no more 
9 which Elizabeth thus suggested to 
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I had now cause to fear her dUphasure for being loo slow, and 
not too forward. And as for all the reasons which in my last 
letters are set down, her Majesty hath debated them with me 
many times."' 

And tlius midsnmmer was fast approaching, the common- 
wealth was without a regular government, Leicester remained 
in England nursing his wrath and preparing his schemes, the 
QueeJi was at Greenwich, corresponding with Alexander 
Faroese, and sending riddles to Buckhnrst, when the enemy 
— who, according to her Majesty, was " quite unable to attempt 
the siege of any town " — suddenly appeared in force in 
Flanders, and invested Sluys. This most important seaport, 
both for the destiny of the republic and of England at that 
critical moment, was insufficiently defended. It was quite 
time to put an army in the field, with a governor-general to 
command it. 

On the 5th June there was a meeting of the state-council 
at the Hague. Count Maurice, Hohenlo, and Moeurs were 
present, besides several members of the States-General. Two 
propositions were before the council. The first was that it 
was absolutely neceesary to the safety of the republic, now 
that the enemy had taken the field, and the important city of 
SInys was besieged, for Prince Maurice to be appointed 
captain -general, until such time as tlie Earl of Leicester or 
some other should be sent by her Majesty. The second was 
to confer upon the state-council the supreme government in 
civil affairs, for the same period, and to repeal all limitations 
and restrictions upon the jiowers of the council made secretly 
by the Earl. 

Chancellor Leoninns, " that grave, wise old man," moved 
the propositions. The deputies of the States were requested 
to withdraw. The vote of each cotmcillor waa demanded. 
Buckburst, who, as the Queen's representative — together 
with Wilkes and John Norria — had a seat in tlie council, 
refused to vote. " It was a matter," he discreetly obeer\-ed, 
" with which he bail not been instructed by her Majesty to 
' Buckbunt to Wulaingtiam, m June, 1587. (Br. Kns. Gulba, D I. 96. MS.) 
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, Wilbea also begged to be excused 
b earnestly iD^ed to do bo W the 
their refnaaL Both measures were 

e taken, than an English courier 
yer, with pressing despatches from 
ers were at once read. The Earl 
al, and summoned both the Slates- 
to meet him at Dort, where his 
en. All were surprised, but none 
tes, and fiorris ; for no intimation 



DESPAIR OF WILKES. 



without penuiaaiou, eliould he not iraraetliately receive it from 
England. " I shall stay to lie dandled with no love-days nor 
leave takiiigis," Jio obsL-rvod.' 



> Wilkea U> WiiUiiighBm, 8 Jniie. 
15BT. laP.OMce. HS.) 

From the very moment at heioeater'a 
■nival in Eagliuid, he seems to have 
conodvnl a viuluiit hatred to Coud- 
dUor WilkcB. Vet u cartfiil inspcc- 
tioa of the ourroBpcindouce shows tlist 
never vme hatred more unjust. Wilkea 
had told the tratb concemms the ox- 
pense* inemred by England and the 
Btate* during the EutI s Srat lenn of 
■dniusbstion. Ho could not have 
done IvM vitbuut dereliction of duty, 
Slid he forwarded cerUficd vouchers 
tor kil his Btntementa. He always 
did bis beet to sostnin the govuruor'a 
diKmcter. aud to cnrry out bis ligiti- 
HMte views. As time wdio on, hi' 
WM obligod to state Uie disailvautagta 
iMulting iVom his protmcted abscnue. 
and he was forced, at liiat. to admit 
the truth aa to his great nupopuhirJly, 
Ha cTon admitted privately, on omi 
OMoiion, that, in coQiicyiui:nvi.' of tliat 
nnpopolohty, some omer governor 
migbt bo sent &Dm England more 
acceptable to the Provinces. Tliis 
was the siun of his offences in ragord 
Id Leicester. Towaida tlie Qneeu he 
innni lusted kitusdlf an intelligeol, 
kmesl, and most nsaiduoua servant, 
bnt he had itieurrcd the bostility of 
the bvouritc, and fur tliat tliero was 
no rudieea. Evun su uarly as Jannaij 
he felt that bo had luut Leicester a 
ilthougli be protoaled 

nt\. «l... I.uk 



"would nipurebaac il 



ith thu loflB of 
(Wilkes to Loi- 
Cinlcr. M7 Jan. 1587. S. P. Office, 
H8.) ; and he wrote at Uie same time 
to uiD Qosen, complainiag tlial ba 
m* in danger of his life, a* reoom- 
penae for h» fiuthfnl gervico— a life 
•Ifiiicb be hoped to venture in better 
■ort for her M^esty's service. He woa 
threatened at home, ho said, and en- 
dangered abroad. Wilkes to the Queen, 
aiJau.l5B7. i8. P. Office. MS.) A 
few months later, matters had grown 
vinoh worae. Leicester was intending 
to wreidi his revenge upon him b^ 
meauB of third penKuie. who, by bis 
■uilignant insinuutioDB, had beta 
modu hostile to the cuuncillor. 



'■ Wliurounto is now addeil the duogir 
of my poor life," he soys, " aoid fur- 
lune, for that I am secretly given to 
nndcretaod, by a dear friend of mine, 
and iuword with my great and heavy 
enemv, tbot be hath sworn aiid pro- 
tested, even nuw of Lite, to lake his 
revenge on me— how or in what aort 
I know not, but hove good enuse to 
ilouht, considering the mind of my 
oLicmy, that he will not be satitilled 
wilb any mere olfenee to he done 
unto me, whioli I anppose he will 
never do of Iiimself. nor by any of Ilia 
owu, but a third means, wticreunto he 
huth a gi^i opened nntu him by my 
owu lutteni written unto him from 
henee, wherein I hod toueliod uuno 
of quality here for their ii 



liunibly beseech you to move bur Ma- 
jesty for my speedy return." W. to 
Hatton, 19 Apnl, 1587. (S- P. OfBoe, 
MS.) In a letter to Walaingham of 
same date, he alluded to the " deadly 
revenge threatened against liim by 
the Earl with very bitter words," and 
inilicalea the some sobemo by which 
third peraona are to intliet it. " I 
would be loth to commit myself lo 
his mercy," he Hoys : " your honour 

knoweth bim better than 1 do 

Ooil is my witnesa I liave, mncc Ilia 
departnro from tlieee countries, de- 
served oa well of him as ever did any. 
.... I will HtunJ b) my juatiUiiitiiin, 
and prove that I have done bim witli 
ber MajeHtj' as many good olHcea ua 
oay mnu tlial come from henec," and 
he then most urgenOy eoUeili.-i jH'r- 
mission to deport. This penuiHslun 
the government were moat reliielmit 
to grunt, and Wilkes ptotoated loudly 
against his cotitinuonee in ulhee ut 
such " habud to bia poor lift.', witlioiit 
moans of defence, in the quiilily of liiii 
ruin or death." "Tisu Imrd n-'ward 
formyfiatlifUBervieea."'UPKiid,"iol« 
left to tlie nierpy i-f Fiifh n- li.iv- n 111 
byr,.v,.„.-, t„ l.,-n..,n. I..t 
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lyed his poming too long. TLe 
;ii trifled with by liis absence — at bo 
months. It was known too that the 
Lg with the enemy, and that Bucfc- 
iotmding leading personages upon 
s. Thiu had caused a deep, snp- 
r and over again had the English 
as to tlie danger of delay. " Your 
Ikes had said, " whatsoever your 
will put us to new plunges before 
ackhurst was believed to be " but a 
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(general purae. If Leicester were really coming, it seemed 
oortiiiii that lie would be IieHto acknowledge the ancient con- 
stitution, aud to respect the sovereignty of the States-General. 
It was resolved that he should be well bridled. The sensa- 
tions of Baraeveld and his party may tlierefore be imagined, 
when a private letter of Leicester to his secretary — " tlie 
fellow named Junius," as Hohenlo called him — having been 
intercepted at this moment, gave them an opportunity of 
studying the Earl's secret thoughts. 

l"be Earl informed liis correspondent that he was on the 
jMint of starting for the Netberlands. He ordered him 
therefore to proceed at once to reassure those whom be knew 
well disposed as to the good intentions of her Majesty aud of 
the governor-general. And if, on the part of Lord liuekhurst 
or others, it sltould be inlimated tliat the Queen was resolved 
lo treat for peace with the King of Spain, and wished to have 
the opinion of the Ketherlanders on that subject, he waa to gay 
bolM^ that Lord Buckhurgt never had any guch charge, and 
thftt her Majesty had not been treating at all. Hbe had only 
been attempting to sound the King's intentions towards the 
Netherhintls, in case of any accord. Having received no satis- 
factory assurance on the subject, her Majesty was determined 
to proceed with the defence of these countries. This appeared 
by the expedition of Drake against Spain, and by the return 
of the Earl, with a good number of soldiers paid by her 
Majesty, over and above her ordinary subsidy,' 

" You are also," said the Earl, " to tell those who have the 
care of the people " (the ministers of the reformed church 
and otiiers), " that I am returning, in the confidence that they 
will, in future, cause all past difHcnltieg to cease, and that 
they will yield to me a legitimate authority, such as befits for 
administering tiie sovereignty of the Provinces, without my 
being obliged to endure all the oppositions and counter- 
minings of the States, aa in times past. The States must 
content themselves with retaining the power wliicb they claim 

' LoipoaUit to Jiuiius, Greenwii'li, I Cojiipai-e Muteren, ti». 255. Hoofii, 
15 Jtmo, 1587. (a P. Offloe, HS.) | Vorvijleli. 249, et mu/f , al 
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9 goveroora of the Emperor and 
ting nnytliiug farther duiing my 
to do nothing of importaDee \?ith- 
il, which will be composed legili- 
ountiy. You will iilso tell tbetn 
: me to return unless I can obtain 
ty which is neceBsary, in order not 
jioe only and on pajier. And I 
od may be apprized of all this, in 
ppeu to their prejudice and ruin. 
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they should viae their influence with those common pt;o[)le in 
fftTOur of peace, bringing vividly before tbem the excessive 
burthens of the war, thoir inability to cope with so potent a 
prince as Pliilip, and the necessity the Queen was nnder of 
discontinuing her contributions to their support. lie was to 
make the same representations to the Sfatea, and he was 
further most explicitly to inform all concerned, that, in case 
they were unmoved by these suggestions, her Majesty had 
quite made up her miud to accept the handsome ofiers of 
peace held out by the King of Spain, and to leave them to 
their fate. 

It seemed scarcely possible that the letter to Junins and 
the instructions for the Earl should have been dated the saute 
week, and should have emanated from the same mind ; but 
such was the fact 

He was likewise privately to assure Maurice and Hohenlo — 
in order to remove their anticipated opposition to the peace — 
that such care should be taken in providing for them, as that 
" they should have no just cause to dislike thereof, but to rest 
satislied withal." 

With regard to the nature of his authority, he was in- 
structed to claim a kind of dictatorship in everything regard- 
ing the command of the forces, and the distribution of the 
public treasm-e. All offices were to be at his disposal. Every 
lloriu contributed by the States was to be placed in his hands, 
and spent according to his single will. He was also to have 
plenary power to prevent the trade in victuals with the enemy 
by death and confiscation. 

If opposition to any of these proposals were made by the 
States-General, he was to appeal to the States of each Pro- 
vince, to tho towns and communitieR, and in coso it should 
prove impossible for him " to be furnished with the desired 
authority," he was then instructed to say that it was "her 
Majesty's meaning to leave them to their own counsel and 
defence, and to withdraw the supjKsrt tliat she had yielded to 
them; seeing plainly tliat the continuance of the confused 
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government now reigning among tliem could uot but 
their rain." ' 

Both tliGso papers camo into Bftmeveld's hands, throi 
the agenry of Ortel, the States' envoy in England, before 
arrival of the Earl in the Netlierlands.^ 

3 they Boon became the topicB of excited convci 

[ tion and of alarm in every part of tiie country. Buckh 
touched to tlie quick by the reflection upon tJiose 
ceedinga of hie which had been so explicitly enjoined u] 
him, and so reluctantly undertaken — appealed earaestJy 
her Majesty. He reminded her, as delicately aa possible, 

I her honour, as well as hie own, waa at stake by Leicester'! 

I insolent disavowals of her auUiorized ambassador. He 
sought her to remember " what even her own royal band 
written to the Duke of Parma ;" and how much his bom 
was interested " by the disavowing of hia dealings abont 
peace begira by her Majesty's commandment" He adjui 
her with much eloquence to think upon the consequenoes 
Btirring up the common and unstable multitude against th< 
mlers ; upon tlie pernicious effects of allowing the clergy to- 
inflame the passions of the people against the govemment. 
" Under the name of such as have cliarge over tlie peoiile," 
said Buokhurst, "arc understood the ministers and chaplains 
of the churches in every town, by the means of whom it seei 
that his Lordship tendeth his whole purpose to attain to 
desire of the administration of the sovereignty." He 
the Queen that this scheme of Leicester to seize yirtoali 
upon that sovereignty, would be a disastrous one. 
States are resolved," said he, " since your Majesty doth refoae' 
the sovereignty, to lay it upon no creature else, as a thing, 
contrary to their oath and allegiance to their country." He 
reminded her also that the States had been dissatisfied witli 
the Earl's former administration, believing tliat he had ex- 

' InstniotioiH for tlio Knrl of I*i- i ' Bor, II. iiii. SOU. 907. "Br Um 
oestot, liO Jmip, 15B7. Correct^Ml Iw wiiy." wrili-a Li-iceglvr to Buirfal^ ' 
Lord BntghloT nnd Sfioretmy Wal- "aendawnjOrtcl ; hcfsnlMdreUa*. J 
^-v.._. ,^ j, o- ,,.. „ _ I. , . .' ^ .. - - « 
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ceeded his commission, and that they were determined there- 
ftire to limit his authority at his return. " Tour sacred 
3Iitjeaty may consider," he said, ■' what effect all tliis may 
work among tlie common and ignorant people, by intimatinj^ 
that, unless they shall procure him the administration of sut;li 
a sovereignty as lie requiretli, their niin may ensue." ' Buck- 
hurst also informed lier that he had despatched Councillor 
Wilkes to England, in order that he might give more ample 
information on all these affairs by word of mouth than could 
well be written. 

It need hardly be stated that Bameveld came down to the 
statea'-house with these papers iu his hand, and thundered 
against the delinquent and intriguing governor till the general 
indignation rose to an alarming height False statements of 
course were made to Leicester us to the substance of the Advo- 
cate's discourse, lie was said to have charged upon the Euglisli 
government an intention to seize forcibly upon their cities, and 
to transfer them to Spain on payment of the sums due to the 
Qaeen from the States, and to have declared that he bad found 
all this treason iu the secret instructions of the Earl." But 
Bameveld had road the instructions, to which the attention of 
the reader hasjust been called, and had strictly stated tlie truth, 
which was damaging enough, without need of esaggeration. 

■ Bnokhural to the Qnceo. 28 Jane, allDgmg alao that ihtma few supplies 
1SB7. (Brit. Mus. Galba, G. li. p. fjl, wliich 1 brooght was to augment my 
US.) I power the etrcoigei for this iiuly end. 

* Uenuirial in Burgblej's hand, . Tbeso informatiooB, aasigt«d with the 



Supt- 1587. Killigrcw and Bealo to report of the copy of my iustmctii 
'he Lords, 11 Sept. 1587. Leicester arid letters, Tor the teiiiyiog of ' 
a OurKhlcy, 17 Aug. 1587. Same to the party took now ontli that the] 



the Lords, II Sept. 1587. Leicester arul letters. Tor the teiiiyiog of which 
' " ghlcy, 17 Aug. 1587. Same to the party took now ontli that they wtro 
11 Sept. 1S87. (8. P. Offloo ' the trae copies wMch ho hod. i 



I moved him to aptiak so plainly, which 
"These persuasiaoB of this fellow matters were very proh«nle and greatly 
Bamevell, mys the Earl in the last' porsuadablu to the coamon sort; yet 
cited letter, *' wmoght great inpreB- u the matter so used b« DolwiUiBlnud- 
sioni in many men that hut Haiisty | Ing all his sllogalions botli of inatruc- 
hod a former resolution in herself to tiam ood letters, all men ore satisfied ; 
make peace without these cunntrii-s, and I havo doI denied but aneh words 
and that mj now sending wus only to are in my inHtructioimand such alelter 
get aatbority hero with the commaiul- ' written, unci yi't wc made all to a^ree 
aent of places and people, tliat. if those ' with on lionoutulilc and gmeious in- 
men would not ii(tre^ to such pcaec oi , tention id her Hujcetv lonnrda tliem 
her Majesty would appoint, they should all." &c. (Oompore Heteren liv. 255 
be compellod thereto by Hach forces '. leq. Bnr, II. xiii. 906, 907. Hoi>fd, 
M I should have at my diq>odlion ; i Vcrv. 239. Wageuoar, viii. 223, S24.) 
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to a small dreary saiul-bank by the encroachments of the 
ocean. 

A stream of inland water, rising a few leagues to the south 
of 81uys, divided itself into many branches just before reaeh- 
ing the city, converted the surrounding territory into a 
miniature archipelago — the islands of which were sliifting 
treaeheroua sand-banks at low wat«r, and submerged ones at 
0ood — and then widening and deepening into a considerable 
> estuary, opened for the city a capacious harbour, and an ex- 
cellent althougli intricate passage to the sea. The city, which 
Was well built and tluiving, was so hidden in its labyrintli of 
canals and streamlets, that it seemed almost as difficult a 
matter to find Sluys as to conquer it. It afforded safe har- 
bour for five hundred large vessels ; and its posaeBsion, tliere- 
ibre, was extremely important for Parma. Besides these 
natural defences, the place was also protected by fortifications, 
which were as well constructed aa the best of that period. 
There was a strong rampire and many towers. There was also 
s detached citadel of great strength, looking towards the sea, 
and there was a ravelin, called St. Anne's, looking in the 
direction of Brtiges. A mere riband of dry land in that 
qnarter was all of solid earth to bo found in the environs of 
Sluys. 

The city itself stood upon firm soil, but that soil had been 
hollowed into a vast system of subterranean magazines, not 
for warlike purposes, but for cellars, as Sluys had been from 
a remote period the great entrepot of foreign wines in the 
Netlierlands.' 

While the eternal disputes between Leicester and the States 
were going on both in Holland and in England, while tho 
flpcret negotiations between Alexander Famese and Queen 
Elizabeth were slowly proceeding at Bmssela and Green- 
wich, the Duke, notwithstanding tho destitute condition of his 
troops. an<l Uic famine which prevailed throughout the obe- 
dient Provinces, hatl succeetlcd in bringing a little array of 
live thousand foot, and something less than one thousand 
' Autlioriticfl \tMl cited. Mekrcn, liv. 254" 255. Uoofd, Verr, 254. 
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Lorse, ioto the field.' A portion of ttis force he placed am 
the command of tlie veteran La Motte. That distinguish* 
campaigner had assured the commander-in-chief that 
retiuctiou of the city would be ao easy achievement,* Ali 
auder soon declared that the enterprise was the most 
one that he had ever undertaken.' Tel, two years before, be 
had carried to its triuinpliant conclusion the £amous siege uf 
Antwerp, He stationed his own division upon the isle of 
Kadzand, and strengthened his camp by additionally fortifying 
those shadowy bulwarks, by which the island, since the age o^j 
Dante, had entrenched iteelf against the assaults of ocean. 

On the other hand, la, Motte, by the orders of his chie^ 
had succeeded, after a sharp struggle, in carrying the fort of 
St. Anne. A still more important step was the surprising of 
Clonkenberg, a small fortified place on the coast, about 
way between Ostend and Sluys, by which the sea-commui 
tions with the former city for the relief of the beleagured 
were interrupted.* 

Parma's demonstrations against Sluys bad commenced in 
the early days of June. The commandant of tlie place was 
Arnold de Groenevelt, a Dutch noble of ancient lineage and 
approved valour. His force was, however, very meagre, 
hardly numbering more than eight hundred, all Nethefc, 
landers, but counting among its officers several most di 
guisbed personages — Nicholas de Maulde, Adolpbus de Mi 



> Parron to Pliilip, n, G Aug. 1587. 
(Arch, de SimancM, MS.) 

TbU Turce wna aubsequently ve>7 
nmcb increased. It is iupasaible, hoW' 
ever, to orriTO at tbr> ezaut nnmhcn. 
Thej are not stated bj Fameae in kU 
letters to the King, preaerved in the 
Archives of Simamaa. Slrada (D. 48D) 
ravefl the nuiabura aa alatod in the text. 
Boger WJJluuna. howeTer, in a luttor 
to Qaeen Elizabeth, acot traia Slujs 
at on eoily pciiod of the aJege, eayt 
that tho Uuku of Parma had comu 
before the town, u wiiok boToro, in per- 
■on, with four rcgimeiita of Walloon^ 
tour of Ofrmnlu, flftj-two comjianiea 
of Sponiurds, twaDtj-four cornets of 
lionw, and forty-eight pieoea of battory. 
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and thnt the next day there nrriTod 
one regunoot of Itoliana and one of 
BnrgQidiaiia. Tbia would fAvo a tottti 
of at least 17.eO0 men, more tlum thrioB 
us many as the hialoriograpber of Iho 
Vake allows. R. Winiauis to the 
Qneon. ^ June, 1587. (Brit Mua. 
Gftlbo, D. L p. 40 US.) 

I Fanaa to Philip H. 6 Aug. 1SS7. 
(Arch, de Bimancfut, MS.) 

* Ibid. " En miu poco juicio la mas 
difioulloSQ y laboriofla cosh que bo 

rislo V ttcoDjelido en Flaudea." 

Stradu. U. OS. Heteicn, ubi'M 
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keriie and his younger brother. Captain Heraugierc, and other 
well-known partisans. 

Ou the threatening of danger the eommondant had made 
applieatioQ to Sir William Knssell, the worthy successor of 
Sir Philip Sidney in the government of Flusliing, He had 
received from him, in consequence, a reinforcement of eight 
hiiudred English soldiers, uiidor several eminent chiei'tains, 

' foremost among whom were tlie famous Welslmiau Roger 
Williams, Captain Huntley, Baskerville, Sir Francis Vere, 
Fradinando Gorges, and Captain Hart. This combined 
force, however, was but a slender ono, there being but sixteen 
hundred men to protect two miles and a half of rampart, be- 
Eides the forts and ravelins.' 

But, such as it was, no time was lost in vain regrets. The 
sorties against the besiegers were incessant and brilliant. On 
one occasion Sir Francis Vere — conspicuous in the throng, in 
his red mantilla, and supported only by one hundred English- 
men and Dutchmen, under Captain BaskerviUe — held at bay 
eight companies of the famous Spanish legion called the Terzo 
Veijo, at push of pike, took many prisoners, and forced the 
Spaniards from the position in which they were entrenching 
tliemselves.* On the other hand, Famese declared that he 
had never in Ids life witnessed anything so unflinching as the 
courage of his troops ; employed bs they were in digging 
txenches where the soil was neither land nor water, exposed 
to inundation by the suddenly-opened sloices, fo a plunging 
fire from the forts, and to perjietual hand-to-hand combats 
with an active and fearless foe, and yrt pumping away in the 

' cofler-dams — which they had invented by way of obtaining a 
standing-ground for their operations — as steadily and sedately 
ae if engaged in purely pacific employments." The besieged 
were inspired by a courage equally remarkable. The regular 
garrison was small enough, but tlie burghers were courageous, 

' Strado, Metcrca, Bor, BtintiToglio, i F„miii lo Pyiip R. ^—^'^, 1587, 
' Dincouree of War.' apud Griinstoac. i-^iob. do Buuuica^ MS.) Slnid«, IL 
• Hirt. NothOTlnndg,' h. xiu. 062. 

1 B. WillumB, ubi (iqi. 
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and even the women organized themselves into a hand of 
pioneers. This corps of AmaamB, led hy two female captains, 
rejoicing in the names of ' May in tlie Heart ' and ' Catharioe 
the Rose,' actually eonatrocted an important redoubt between 
the citadel and the rampart, wliich received, in compliment to 
its builders, the apjtellatiou of ' Fort; Venus.' ' 

The demands of the beleaguered garrison, however, upon 
the States and upon Leicester were most pressing. Captain 
Hart swam thrice out of the city with IctterB to the States, 
to the governor-general, and to Queen Elizabeth ; and the 
same perilous feat was performed several times by a Nethcr- 
land officer.' The besieged meant to sell their lives dearly, 
but it was obviously impossible for them, with so slender a 
force, to resist a very long time. 

" Our gromid is great and our men not so many," wrote 
Roger Williams to his sovereign, " but we trust in God and 

our valour to defend it We mean, with God'a 

help, to make their downs red and black, and to let out every 
acre of our ground for a thousand of their lives, besides our 
own." ^ 

The Welshman was no bn^gart, and had proved often 
enough that he was more given to performances than pro- 
mises. " We doubt not your Majesty will succour us," ho 
said, "for our honest mind and plain dealing toward your 
royal person and dear country ; " adding, as a bit of timely 
advice, " Iloyal Majesty, believe not over much your peace- 
makers. Had they their mind, they will not only undo your 
friends abroad, but, in the end, your royal estate." ' 

Certainly it was from no want of wholesome warning from 
wise statesmen and blunt soldiers that the Queen was ven- 
turing into that labyrintli of uegotiatiou whicli might prove so 
treacherous. Never had been so inopportuue a moment for 
that princess to listen to the voice of Iiim who was charmiog 
her so wisely, while he was at the same moment battering 

■ Bor. m. xxiii. G. Kv/. ' Heteren, Lot, R. WUliAmB, uln mtp- 

* B.WUUBiiuto thoQuoen, ^^^ June, 15^. (Brit.Hus.Ualbi>.D.Lp.40,lI8.} 
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tlie place, which was to be the basis of his operations against 
her realm. Her delay in sending forth Leicester, with at 
least a moderate contingent, to the rescne, was most per- 
nicious. ITie States — ignorant of the Queen's exact relations 
with Spain, and exaggerating her disingenuousness into abso- 
Inte perfidy — became on their own part exceedingly to blame. 
TJiere is no doubt wliatever that both Hollanders and Enghsh- 
men were playing info tlie hands of Parma as adroitly as if he 
bad actually directed their movements. Deep were the 
denunciations of Leieester and his partisans by the States' 
party, and incessant tlie complaints of the English and Dutch 
troops shut up in Sluys against the inactivity or treachery of 
iraurice and Hohenlo. 

"if Count Maurice and his base brother, the Admiral 
(Justinus de Nassau), be too young to govern, must Holland 
and Zeeland lose their countries and towns to make them 
expert men of war?" asked Hoger Williams.' A pregnant 
question certainly, but the answer was, that by sus- 
picion and jealousy, rather than by youth and inexperience, 
the arms were paralyzed which should liave saved the 
garrison. " If these base fellowa (the States) will make 
Count Hollock their instrument," continued the Welshman, 
"to cover and maintain their folly and lewd deaUng, is it 
neceesary for her royal Majesty to suifer it? These are too 
great matters to be rehearsed by me ; but because I am in the 
town, and do resolve to sign with my blood my duty in serv- 
ing my sovereign and country, I trust her Majesty will pardon 
me."* Certainly the gallant adventurer on whom devolved 
at least holf the work of directing the defence of the city, Lad 
a right to express Lis opinions. Had he known the whole 
truth, however, those opinions would have been modified. 
And be wrote amid the smoke and turmoil of daily and 
nightly battle. 

" Yesterday was the fifth sally we made," he observed. 
" Since I followed the wars I never saw valianter captains. 



> WilliniM to WoMugliaii 
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; eleven o'clock the euemy eiiterwl 
h trenches opon wheels, artillery- 
recovered their treuclit-8, slew tJie 
panish captains, with a numhor of 
» their artillery, kept the diteh until 
rer it, with God's help, this night, 

... I care not what may become 
lat her Majesty's honour, with the 

friends, will think me an Jioneet 

the simple-hearted Welshman's ho- 
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it would bo transferred to Pliilip by Elizabeth &s part of t]w 
price for jieace. There waa a growing feeling in Holland and 
Zeeland, that, as those Provinces bore all the expense of tlio 
War, it waa an imperative necessity that they should limit 
(beir operations to the defence of their own soil. The bub- 
{liciona as to the policy of tlie English government were 
flapping the very fonndations of the alliance, and there waa 
email disposition on the part of the Uollandcrs, therefore, to 
protect what remained of Flanders, and thus to strengthen 
the bands of her whom they were beginning to look upon aa 
BO enemy.' 

JIanrice and Hohcnlo made, however, a foray into Brabunt, 
fcy way of diversion to tlie degc of Sluys, and thus com- 
pelled Famese to detach a considerable force under ITaultc- 
penne into that country, and thereby to weaken himself. The 
expedition of Ifanrice was not unsuccessful. There was some 
sharp skirmisliing between Ilohenlo and Haulfepenne, in 
wliicb the latter, one of the most valuable and distinguished 
generals on the royal side, was defeated and slain ; the fort of 
£ugel, near Bois-le-Duc, was taken, and that important city 
jbelf endangered; but, on the otlier hand, the contingent on 
which Iieicester relied from the States to assist in relieving 
Suys was not forthcoming.* 

For, meantime, the governor-general had at last been sent 
hack by his sovereign to the post which lie had so long aban- 
doned. Leaving Leicester House on the 4tli July ^lJ"".^ 
(N.S,), he had come on board the fleet two days isbt,' 
afterwards at Margate. He was bringing with him to tho 
Netherlands three thousand fresli infantry, and thirty thou- 
auid pounds, of which sum fifteen thousand pounds had been 
at hist wning fi-om Elizabeth as an extra loan, in place of the 
Bxty thousand pounds which the States had requested. As 
ke sailed past Ostend and towanls Flushing, the Earl was 
vitness to the constant cannonading between the besieged 

■ AbiJcriteportof lliL'Prucuedinp I ' Uor, Motcrer), Hiior<l. liiulivuglio. 
of his Eicullcucj for tlie Bulicf of | Htnul-a, vbi lup. 
Mnys. 28 Jolj, 16»7. C8. P. Office MS.) 1 
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rnese, and aaw tliat the work eoalrl 
or in one abort day more shots were 
ccowD befure in a ainglc day itt aJI 

the governor-general was well re- 
; but the mischief, which h&d been 
■e, hod done its «ork. Tlie politii'ai 
the conflicting party-organizations, 
great detail before tlie reader, in 
ight now be thoroughly understood 
3 gOTemor-general came to Flush- 

nor,* Tha faf.i nt all tl.a Rnnnlnl, 
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to succour the place, llie scheme was quite practicable- 
Leicester recommeuded it, the Hollanders seemed to favour 
it, Commaiidaiit Groenevelt and Soger Williams urged it. 

" I do assure you," wrote the honest Welshman to Leicester, 
" if you will come afore this town, witli as many galliots and 
as many flat-hottoraed boats as can cause two men-of-war to 
enter, they cannot stop their passage, if your mariners will do 
a quarter of their duty, as I saw them do divers times. Before 
they make their entrance, we will come with our boata, and 
Sght with the greatest part, and show them there ia no such 
great danger. Were it not for my wounded arm, I would bo 
in your first boat to enter. Notwithstanding, I and other 
Enghshmen will approach their boats hi such sort, that we 
will force them to give their saker of artillery upon us. If 
your Excellency will give ear imto those false lewd fellows 
(the Captain meant the States-General), you shall lose great 
opportunity. Within ten or twelve days the enemy will make 
his bridge from Kadzand unto St. Anne, and force you to 
hazard battle before you succour this town. Let my Lord 
Willoughby and Sir William Russell land at Terhoven, right 
agaiust Kadzand, with 4000, and entrench hard by tlie water- 
side, where their boats can earrj' them victual and munition. 
They may approach by trenches without engaging any danger- 
ous fight AVe dare not show the estate of this 

town more than we have done by Captain Herte. We must 
fight tliis night within our rampart in the fori You may 
assure the world here are no Hamerts, but valiant captains 
and valiant soldiers, such as, with God's help, hod rather be 
Uiried in the place than be disgraced in any point that belongs 
to such a number of men-of-war." ' 

But in vain did the governor of the place, stout Arnold 
Groenevelt, assisted by the rough and direct eloquence of 
Roger Williams, urge upon the Earl of Leicester and the 
States-General the necessity and the practicability of the plan 

'WiU«m8toLeicestet.^-',°f.l587. 1°""'"' ™ the nnfortunute offlctT 
^^^ « Julj' I whoBodtajjracefiilljaurreDdoreJOniTi) 

n tbii Brat year of LeiceBter'a adraiiiia- 



a> NETHERLANDS. tlHiP. XVI. 

■ entereil the harbour. There was 
ave Antwerp and Sluys, aa Leyden 
i his son was not old enoagh to 
le by which he vrea smroiindod, or 
^es of tho commonwealth towards 
jicfster had lost all influence, all 
itary abilities equal to the occasion, 
Uy obeyed, 

■petual battles on the rampartg and 
•d, the plana conveyed by tiie bold 
M saving the place were still nn- 
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and persnado yourself that we will die valiant, honeat men. 
Your Excellency will do well to tliauk the old Preaideut de 
Meetkerk for the honesty and valour of liis son." > 

C!oant Maurice and his natural brother, the Admiral, now 
undertook the succour by sea ; but, according to the Leices- 
trians, they continued dilatory and incompetent. At any rate, 
it is certain that they ilid nothing. At last, Parma had com- 
pleted the bridge, whose construction was eo much dreaded. 
The haven was now enclosed by a strong wooden structure, 
resting on boats, on a plan similar to that of the famous bridge 
with which ho had two years before bridled the Scheldt, and 
81uys was thus completely shut in from the sea, Flre-sliipa were 
now constructed, by order of Leicester — feeble imitations of 
the floating volcanoes of Gianibelli — and it was t^jeed tbat 
they should be sent against the bridge with the first flood-tide. 
The propitiona moment never seemed to arrive, however, and. 
meantime, the citizens of Flushing, of their own accord, 
declared that they would themselves equip and conduct a fleet 
into the harbour of Shiys.* But the Nassuua are said to have 
expressed great disgust that low-born burghers should presume 
to meddle with so important an enterprise, which of right 
belonged to their family.^ Thus, in the midst of these alter- 
cations and contradictory schemes, the month of July wore 
away, and the city was reduced to its last gasp. 



'B.WilliBmsloWulfflDgbam, ,-jJuIy, 

1587. (Bril. Jlua, Oalbn, D. I. p. 179. 
MB.) 

Comparo ' Diaconrso of Wilt ' apud 
QrinutoDt-, liii. 9(i.1. "Truly ull the 
Dutch and WalloouH," tayt Sir Rogi 



" " Burghers of Flushing proffBrt>'l 
their Hervices, whicli were accitpteil 
with thanks; hnt that upon CSount 
Maurice and AdnuTul Nassau being 
applied to fur nccessitrici, tlieyaeBtnul 
In bu tonclicd very tnuvli in reputation 
...... _f _ roipoctttblo 



"«h<nredtbenisulvtiBCO[istaDl.rfBolute, |abould liavo been left to persoiu of 
and valLiiit, especially those brave and , baao quality instead of to theulselyo^ 
valiant oaploins Hoelkerke and Herau- who readily would odvonture their best 
giere." Ho also espcoially comraeuds i means. His Excellency, fearing to 
the raloOT of Huntlev. tJdnll, Scott, offend them, gave his oousent .... 
VerdinBudo Gorges, St. Leger, and i Hnurice declucd tho enterprise to bo 
Nicholas IJoskerrille. ' impuBuble wittiout better meflns. limn 

■ A brief Report of the Proceedings | ifhicb it appeared plainly tliat all had 
ofhis Excellency for the relief oCSluvs, , been devised on purpose of delay, until 
26 July, 1587, (s, P. Office MS,) Wil- it should br too kle to help llio town." 
luugliby. Riusell, Pelhnm, iind others, Willangliby, IlnsH.'U,c<aI, toUicI,«rda. 
to the Lords, 12 Aog. Ut87. {S, P. (.US. bat cited.) 
Office MS.) I 
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For the cannonading had thoronghly done ita woii 
Eighteen days long the burghers and what remained of t 
garrison had lived upon the ramparts, never leaving their 
posts, but eating, sleeping, and fighting day and night. Of 
the sixteen hundred Dutch and Englisli but seven hundred 
remained. At last a swimming messenger was sent out by tl 
besieged with deapat^'hes for the State-s, to the purport tliat tl 
city could hold out no longer. A breach in the wall had h 
effected wide enough to admit a hundred men abreast. Slnyl 
had, in truth, already fallen, and it was hopeless any longer b 
conceal the fact. If not relieved witliin a day or two, 1 
garrison would bo obliged to surrender ; but they distinct 
stated, tliat tliey had all pledged themselves, soldiers i 
burghers, men, women, and all, unless the most honountU 
terms were granted, to set fire to the city in a hundred pla* 
and then sally, in mass, from the gates, determined to S^ 
their way through, or be slain in the attempt The n 
who carried these despatches was drowned, but the letters wei 
BBved, and fell into Parma's hands.' 

At the same moment, Leicester was making, at last, i 
effort to raise the siege. He brought three or four thoue 
men from Flushing, and landed them at Ostend ; thence 1 
marched to Blanckenburg. He supposed that if be could 
secure that little port, and thus cut the Duke completely off 
from the sea, be should force the Spanish commander to raise 
(or at least suspend) the siege in order to give him battle. 
Meantime, on opportunity would be afforded for Alaurice and 
Hohenio to force an entrance into the harbour of Sluya. In 
this conjecture he was quite correct ; but unfortunately 1 
did not thoroughly carry out his own scheme. If the Eai 
had estabb'shed himself at Blanckenburg, it would have I 
necessary for Parma — as bo himself subsequently declared— 
to raise the siege." Leicester carried the ontposts of 1 
place successfully ; but, so soon as Farnese was aware of t 
demonstration, he detached a few comjmnies with orders i 
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ekirmiah witli the enemy until the commander-m-chief, with as 
large a force aa he could spare, ehould come in person to his 
support. To the unexpected gratification of Farnese, how- 
ever, no sooner did the advancing Spaniards come in sight, 
than the Earl, supposing himself invaded by the whole of the 
Duke's army, under their famona general, and not feeling 
himself strong enough for such an encounter, retired, with 
great precipitation, to his boats, re-embarked his trooi)a with 
the utmost celerity, and set sail for Ostend,' 

The next night had been lixed for sending forth the fire- 
ships against the bridge, and for the entrance of the fleet into 
the harbour. One fire-ship floated a little way towards the 
bridge and exploded uigloriously. Leicester rowed in his 
barge about the fleet, superintending the soundings and 
markings of the channel, and hastening the preparations ; but, 
as the decisive moment approached, the pilots who had pro- 
mised to conduct the expedition came aboard liis [>innace and 
positively refused to have aught to do with the enter[)ri8e, 
which they now declared an impossibility,' The Earl was 
furious with the pilots, with Maurice, with Hohenio, with 
Admiral de Nassau, with the States, with all the world. He 
Etormed and raged and beat his breast, but all in vain. His 
ferocity would have been more useful the day before, in face 
of the Spaniards, than now, against the Zeeland mariners. 
But the invasion by the fleet alone, unsupported by a sticressful 
land-operation, was pronounced impracticable, and very soon 
the relieving fleet was seen by the distressed garrison sailing 
away from the neighbourhood, and it soon disappeared beneath 
the horizon. Their fate was sealed. They entered into treaty 
with Parma, who, secretly instructed, as has been seen, of 
their desperate intentions, in case any but the most honourable 
conditions were offered, granted those conditions. The gar- 
rison were allowed to go out with colours displayed, lighted 
matches, bullet ui mouth, and with bag and baggage. Such 
of the burghcre as chose to conform to the government of 

' Stnwlu. Bor, MlIiTcii, llm-fJ. Ilunicufl, Ilwilivoglio, tihl in/.. 
= Lloyd to Walidugluun,^^. 1587. (.8. P. OiBoe M8.J 
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Itome, were permitted to remain. 

ipart were allowed reasonable time 

raugnmenla.' 

lin very near eight handred," Baid 

had not powder to fight two houre. 
lost four hundred paces, another of 
■, saltable for horse and men. We 
en niglits all on tho breaches. He 
sition. Had tlie state of England 

not defend the place three houi^ 
i his, neither had we any pioneeta 
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io Earope a braver man tlian this EDgliaiinian," ei'ied Alfx- 
auder, who well knew how to appreciate high military qualities, 
whether in his o^ni army or in that of his foes.' 

'ITie garrison then retired, Sluys became Spanish, and a 
capacious harbour, jnst opposite the English coast, was in 
Parma's hands. Sir Roger Williams was despatched by 
Leicester to bear the melancholy tidings to hia govornmeiit, 
and the Queen was requested to cherish the honest Welshman, 
and at least to set liim on horseback, for he was of lumself not 
rich enough to buy even a saddle. It is painful to eay that 
the captain did not succeed in getting the horae." 

The Earl was furious in his invectives against Hoheulo, 
against Maurice, against the States, uniformly ascribing the 
loss of Sluys to negligence and faction. As for Sir John 
Norris, he protested that his misdeeds in regard to this business 
would, in King Henry VIII's time, have " cost liim his pate." ^ 



> RWilluma, in Orimstono. liiii. SGZ. \ 
• "1 pmjToubegood to ILia benrer, 
Sir Koger nillmuu, for hu is to bv 
cUerUhed. Her Uiyeetj I truBt will 
help lum ; and if tlii'se wars ooutiuue, 
TetUTD him wilh speed. Iiut set lum well 
on lioracbauk. tot lie is out irortti tlie 
nddle of a horse." I^ioett^r to Wal- 
■iosham, 12 Au^. 1587. (S. P. Office 
K&) Tet urcordiiig to tlii- riijort of 
Utpbin yeedliam. tveu Will I urn b boil 
at Wt b«oome an objei't (if tbu Km Is 
jcalonaf and tmspiciun, on iiocuuiit of, 
the flatlcrine aSvn nuido tu bim by 
Fiirnew. "The Duke □( Partaa liiul 
eoMred/'aafiNeedham, "by nil fnam- 
Me tncoDB to guilt (Sir Itogc^ Wiliiuna, 
bnt oould not prerail, »lthuugh hti | 
thotlght the hard ueogc ba hod re- 
ccJTod from the Karl of Leiotnter would 
be on occoxion to miiki.> biin Iobvu hia 
party. Tbcmiatocles (LetDeshiij had 
iwroupon conceived grcQt jcalouEy, 
and hath not nni^ tu give waniiDg 
to Blr W. Ituaaell to beware of WilliuDa 
w of one who would be bis uudolug, ' 
uiid u tt seoma reported an much to 

Iho Lord North and Sir W.Pelbnm 

The ppntltiroBn (ffilHrunB) was won-| 
dcrfiiliy perplexed tlint for bis fititbfiil 
•prvloo lie should reap hia utter un- 
doing, and to be acoounted « traitor to! 



hi« prince. Ho wigbed be were at 
home, apon conditiou lie ebuuld ntvur 
bear arma here, for behaewtlionttturu 
of TbuniiatucloB. oa be would leave no 
moanH unHouirlit to overthrow hia 
eredit," Ice. Tlie converwliuu of tlie 
Duke with the Welahuuui hiui heunre- 
portixl til tUu Uixt, 

"ThoEiulof Esflos promisea me," 
wTolo Williama subsequently. " Ibnl 
bcr MBJprty will do Bometliing for tue. 
For my part I do hnrdly bclicive it, for 
I c«n get no countennucu from htr 
Uighneaa. t humbly disiru your Ex- 
cellency to write this for mo, nitber to 
give me aometbing or discliBrge me 
awa; with nothing. ... 1 fear tilings 
will not fall out bore hr well m yon 
would wiab. Were your Bicelli-ncy 
here, borMajoaty would do more Tbu 
more tbe mMTier. Without youc pre- 
aeuM your friouda dure not apeah what 
they would, for tlie drnpleat Uiat speaks 
of tbe peace ia better here than the 
wiacat that coutrariea it. I fi^ar mu it 
ia passed so fiu that tbe King of 
Nuv&rre is hke to amntt for it," &u. 
R Williams to Leioeator. 1 ScpL 1587. 
(Brit. Mua. Gutbu. D. H. p. 4, MS.) 

' Loieealrr to Wulai null hid, 12 Aug. 
1587. (8. P. Office Ma.) 

~ Aa fur this matlar of SInya," said 
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Tiie loss of Sluys was the begiuning and foreshadowed the 
inevitable end of Leicester's second administration. The in- 
action of the States was one of the causes of itfi loss. Dietrnat 
of Leicester was the cause of the inaction. Sir William 
Russell, Lord Willoughby, Sir William Felham, and other 
English officers, united in statements exonerating the Earl 
from all blame for the great failure to relieve the place. At 
the same time, it could hardly be maintained tliat his expe- | 
dition to Blanckenhurg and his precipitate retreat on the fii* i 
appearance of the enemy were proofs of consummate general- 
ship, lie took no blame to himself for the disaster; but he j 
and his partisans were very liberal in their denunciations of 1 
the Hollanders,' and Leicester was even ungrateful enough to 1 
censure Roger Willianis, whoso life had been passed, as it were^ 
at push of pike with the Spaniards, and who was one of his 
o\vn moat devoted adherents. 

The Queen was much exasperated when informed of the foil 
of the city. She severely denounced the NetherlauderB, and i 

the Enrl. "I may etamX l*furc Uio laffw men funualied; then, their long 
tribunnl sent of God for any fault in di^fcning our men to be hiniiabod ; 
me. The greotcst is tlial I did trust anvr, Ihoir lock of pnmsoot of all 
Count Maurice too much, but either I ' Ktrln : lastly, ToueU and bftrk* lo land 
must hare truil«4 him or not hsTe had ] our men. Aod these with such like 
any means at all fur shipping. As it in liatli brought tliii poor town to bu Itwt" 
well known heside. he ottered his sor- 1 ... Ho then rouken an inaiuaatioit 
vice most frankly and willingly, nud agaiiut tl;e breve and tme-bronad , 



did lake upon him and his bnatard 
l>n)thi;r to attempt the bridge by such 
laea as they had cboBen, to whom I 
gave 3W. beforehaud." And in the 
aamo vein he says to Burghlcy, "I nm 
grieved to think, much more lu epeak 
of the loss of Bluya. God knowelL we 
have done fur our parts ua much as if 
a kingdom liad atoud upon it. But 
ttiesG men have ttnmee deaigiu in 
tbeir beads, which win in the end 
breed their own niiu. . . . The dregs 
of tlieir dealing will, I fear, remain a 
good while, for the practice and fiialiion 
coiitinnG. ... I muBt bug you to btar 
with me, for I scarce know 



WeUhmon, who 

night and day, fWim the beginoing « 



fighti^l 

lay, f>Dm the beginoing <c I 
the BJyge to the end. " And yet I oa»- " 



not, for many Tec^ieotA how wcU m 
I think of Bit Bogi« WilUuna' nuonr 
and the other onplains, giie them 
countenance or aeeem to mr, hdlM* 
they do give some food teOMtn tat tlM 
delivery of llie town without » 
to me first." Lcicesl«r to Dtuigblc; 
TT™ (8. p. Office M8.) 



I 
I 



' " Your honour may wtn," 
Lloyd, "how Count Hohenlo'a , 
cMidings, and Btalaa' prMtioe< ■ 
Kiiuw HuuL 1 1 this late action, do concur ~ ~ ~" 
for the losa of | that h«ie Won liDinint<red o 
.. ._ ._. . _.jer for the vile and iasued from one forge." 
lewd dealing of tlu-xe men that liavc { 
igbtilyeiuried lliei 
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even went so far as to express dissatisfaction with tlio great 
Leicester himfleif.' Meantime, Famese was well satisfied with 
his triumph, for he had iteea informed tliat " all England was 
aboat to charge npon him," in order to relievo the place.' 
All EngUnd, liowever, had been but feebly represented by 
three thousand raw recruits with a paltry sum of 15,000^, to 
help pay a long bill of arrears. 

Wilkes and Norris had taken their departure from the 
Netherlands before the termination of the siege, and imme- 
diately after the return of Leicester. They did not think 
it expedient to wait upon tlio governor before leaving the 
country,' for they had very good reason to believe that such 
an opportunity of personal vengeance would be turned to 
account by the Earl. Wilkes had already avowed his inten- 
tion of making his escape without being dandled with leave- 
takings, and no doubt he was right. The Earl was indignant 
when he found that they had given him the slip, and denounced 
them with fresh acrimony to the Queen, imploring her to wreak 
full measure of wrath upon their heads ; * and he well knew 
that his entreaties would meet with the royal attention. 

Buckhurst had a [iartiug interview with the governor- 
general, at which Killigrew and Beale, the new English coun- 
sellors who had replaced Wilkes and Clerk, were present. 
The conversation was marked by insolence on the part of 
Leicester, and by much bitterness on that of Buckhurst. The 
parting envoy refused to lay before the Earl a full statement 
of the grievances between the States-General and the governor, 
on the ground that Leicester had no right to be judge in his 

' E«ci U, LciMstor. "^i^^. 1387. -"hjr kt- left th«N«therlaj.<Uwithcmt 
itiAjg.' graetiiig Lettxeter, "tot that ho wiis 

(8.P.OSceM8.) Wdiinghamtoaiinie. too lemQed to come into liU prBseiice. 
2At«.15S7. (Brit MuB. Halla, D. I. knowiug hia iininiosity."' Hoctpreiwea 
p.2Sl,HS.) "TUoiUswceaaofBlujB tlie hope that "her Majesty, being tlie 
cniUMth hef to pick Bomo qtmrrel to- iniago of God on earth, will bo like Ui 
wnrdi your Ld«liip ia that actiun, oa Hini in mercy, and nut niffcc mure to 
by her Itlteri you may perceive." be liud upon liim tbuii flesh and blood 

* " Corria la voi quo cargara toda oan be«r, ' 
Inglntecm." Pamui to Pbihp. G Aug. ' ' Lcicoatcr to Walaingham, 4 July. 
"■-' ■''■'■■ ia,MS.) ,1537. Same to Qmt-n. 7 July, 1587. 

lO July, 1587, Siuiie toBurghlHj, IH July, 13ST. "' 
, . luning— «h«t;r "™- "^"^ 
i been mfflcientiy expliuaed before , 
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, be said, eliould he laid before tlie 
/ Ler august decisiou lie was willinj; 
•s subject he was ready to give any 
The inttirview lasted a wbole fore- 
ickliurst, according to bis own state- 
l questions put to Mm by Leicester 
e, if tlie reiwrt of those personages is 
toly refused to make nuy satisfactorj' 
the circumstances, however, it may 
110 eatisfoctorv oonimunicatiou was 
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like an upright, straiglit-forward Englishinan, sacrificed to the 
wrath of a favourite. "Surely, Mr. Secretary," said the Earl, 
" there was never a falser creature, a more eeditious wretch, than 
Wilkes. He is a villain, a devil, without faith or religion." ' 
As for Buckhurst himself, it is unneceBsary to say a word in 



' LcicGHtcr to Walsingliuni. i Ang. 
1587. (8. P. OflUce MS.) BuctliurBt 
wiia of a iliSereiit opinion. 

"Ml. Wilkes, liuving liad so long 
experience in these parU," lie wrolc, 
" aod being no careful and diligout fur 
the good preaerration and fbrtuerance 
tif llie cause, wbercof in tlio late d&u- 
(-urom times and truublos here ho 
made right good leetiiDoaT, is able 
tlieteiu to do your Mnjeetj moat espa- 
cial and notable service, being also 
(lUierwise «a auffidentlj practised in 



the eatate of othot . . . _ _ . 

well traiiied in your affikiraat borne, 
with nioh oicellont gifts of ulleranee, 
memory, miH, aiarage, and kiiouhdge, 
and teUh $o/ailh/ul and earefiil a keart 
to serve your Hajogtj, as it leere a 
uofid ea$e if nich a Worthy servant 
should for any respect be discomforted 
and disgraced by your Majesty's dis- 
pleasure." Biiukhumt to tho Queen, 
28 June. 1587. (.Brit. Mils. Galbu, 
G. li. p. 61, MS.) 

Yot such a eulogy fh)m so iljustrioas 
a 'mau, and fully bunio out by the 
deeds and wordd of Wilkes himscir, 
coold Dot snve the councillor from the 
gaoL He hod loved Sir Jobn Korris, 
which was ouuugh to secure him the 
hatred of Leicester, and consequently 
the unmltigBtud wrath of the Queen. 

But IheM pa^e* have already illns- 
tlated the copiouKUOBS of tbo great 
Earl's voCHbolary in vituperation. Hr. 
P. B., Sir Jobn Nurria, Bollock. WiUtca. 
Buckburat himself, the Btatus-Oenerul. 
the States-Prarincial, and, in brief, 
ou; one who crossed his scliemes. 
were sure to draw down tho ftill 
leinpest of wmth. He wua now very 
angry with thirso who surrouudod 
joang HaorJce, especially with tlio 
minister Villicn, whom hu prunounceil 
t«> be "a condenilied niiin, not only 
among all hmiost and godly men, but 
also with nil thu churohts lliruugji all 
tbo ProvincdB.- &Uuto Aldegonde, 
loo, whom biifuro and after this point 
of time, be B£i:med to appreciate and 



npplaud, wna now held up as an object 
of sui^icion. " I have found cnusu of 
hile," ho says, " to fear Sainte Alde- 
gonde to be an unsound and hollow 
nion. There are great presumptions 
tlmt he is dealing iu secret witll Panna. 
He is Intely married. All men eon- 
denui him for it, and his best friends 
did grvatl; diaauodo him from it, but 
it would not be. And uow is ho to 
return agoju for two or three montlis, 
being known to be greatly favoured on 
the other nde, and ctm eejoy no penny 
but by that favour. I sue he takes no 
course to plense llio church. The 
yom^ Connt is directed by bntb him 
and Viiliers, albeit the ouo, Sninto 
Aldegonde, doth make less show than 
the other. Oil, God, what a world it 
is I Both these hot men heietofore 
are become leas than lukewarm now, 
and wholly given to policy." Leicester 
to Wnlaingbiiai, HS. ahove cil«d. 

Yet before the end of the year Sninte 
Aldegonde was violently abused by 
otLurs for om)osite tendencies. " The 
Count of Hollock being drunk the 
otlutr day," says Sir Bobert Sidney, 
" took a quarrel to Monaieur dc Sainte 
I Aldegonde. saying he waa wont to be 
' a Ivver of the bouse of Nassau, but 
uow he wai grown altogether a Leioos- 
Irian, the Much he repeated snndry 
times upon him before lue Count Mau- 
rico and many other gentlemen. In 
truth, I think Bainte Aldegonde very 
null afiucl«d unto your Excellency. 
Surely be mislikeB the proceedings 
here, and meddles nothing with them. " 
Sidney to Leicester, 31 Dec. 1587. 
tBrit Mns. Golba, D. H. p. 288.) 

Nothing could be more unacmpulouB 
tliun the denunciations of Leicester 
whenever hewBsofikided. Tbeywould 
seem almost risible, were it not that 
tbecapriciouii wrath of tlieall-powur&l 
fiiviiurito nua often snttleiiut to bhisi 
the cliaracl<''r. the corwr, the hopes. 
nniUivun lake away the lives, of boucst 
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hia defence. The story of liis mission has been completely 
detailed from the moat authentic and secret documents, and 
there is not a single line written to the Queen, to her ministers, 
to the States, to any public body or to any private &iend, in 
England or elsewhere, that does not reflect honour on his name. 
With sagacity, without passion, with unaffected sincerity, he 
had unravelled the complicated web of Netlierlond politics, 
and, with clear vision, had penetrat<>d the designs of the 
mighty enemy whom England and Holland had to encounter 
in mortal combat. He had pointed out the errors of the Earl'a 
administration — he had fearlessly, earnestly, hut respectfnlly 
deplored the misplaced parsimony of the Queen — he had 
warned her against the delusions which had taken possession 
of her keen intellect — he had done his best to place tlic 
governor-general upon good terms with the States and with 
his sovereign ; but it had been impossible for him to further 
his Bchemea for the acquisition of a virtual sovereignty over 
the Netherlands, or to extinguish the auspiciona of the States 
that the Queen was secretly negotiating with the Spaniard, 
when he knew those suspicions to be just. 

For deeds, such as tliese, the able and high-minded am- 
bassador, the accomplished statesman and-poet, was forbidden 
to approach his sovereign's presence, and was ignominiously 
imprisoned in his own bouse until the death of Leicestfr. 
After that event, Buclihurst emerged from confinement, re- 
ceived the order of the garter and the Earldom of Doreet, 
and on the death of Burghley succeeded that statesman in 
the office of Lord-Treasurer. Such was the substantial 
recognition of the merits of a man who was now disgraced fur 
the conacieutious discharge of the most important functions 
that Imd yet been confided to him. 

It would be a thankless and superfluous task to give the 
detaQa of the renewed attempt, diu"ing a few mouths, made 
by Leicester to govern the Provinces, His second adminis- 
tration consisted mainly of the same altercations with the 
States, on the subject of sovcreiputy, tlio same mutual n- 
crmuiiatioue and wronglings, that had characterized the periud 
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of his former rule. He rarely met tlie States in peraoTi, 
and almost nnver resided at the Hague, holding his court at 
Middelburg, Dort, or Utrecht, aa his Iiumour led him. 

The one great feature of the autumn of 1587 was tlie 
jHivate negotiation between Elizabeth and the Duke of 
Parma. 

Before taking a glance at the nature of those secrets, how- 
erer, it is necoasary to make a passing allusion to an event 
which might have seemed likely to render all pacific coni- 
mnnicatioQS with Spain, whether secret or open, superfluous. 

For while so much time had been lost iu England and 
Holland, by misunderstandings and jealousies, there was one 
Englishman who had not been losing time. In the whiter 
and early spring of 1587, the Devonshire skipper had organized 
that expedition which he bad come to the Netherlands, the 
preceding autumn, to discnss. He meant to aim a blow at 
the very heart of that project which Philip was shrouding 
with BO much mystery, and which Elizabeth was attempting 
to counteract by so much diplomacy. 

On the 2nd April, Francis Drake sailed from Plymouth 
with four ships belonging to the Queen, and witli twenty-four 
famished by the merchants of London, and other private in- 
dividuals. It was a bold bnccaneering expedition — combining 
chivalrous enterprise with the chance of enormous profit — 
which was most suited to the character of English adventurers 
at that expanding epoch. For it was by England, not by 
Elizabeth, that the quarrel with Spain was felt to he a mortal 
one. It was England, not its sovereign, that was instinc- 
tively arming, at aU points, to grapple with the great enemy of 
European liberty. It was the spirit of self-help, of self-re- 
liance, which was prompting the English nation to take the 
great work of the age into its own hands. The mercantile 
instinct of tlie nation was flattered with the prospect of gain, 
the martial quality of its patrician and of its plebeian blood 
was eager to confront danger, the great Protestant mutiny 
against a decrepid superstition in combination with an ag- 
greBsivo tjTonny, all impelled t^o best energies of the English 
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i the embodiment of all nUic-h was 
tlicra, and with which they felt that 
le ccmld not long bo deferred. 
endenciea, there were do more fitting 
rate and Frobisher, Hawkins and 
renfpll, and the other privateersmen 
y. The same greed for danger, for 
ich, seven centuries before, had sent 
conquer all Christendom, was now 
and Anglo-Norman kindred to take 
Id and the now. 
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galleys, which the nimble English veasels sooa (Irove under 
their forts for shelter. Two nights and a day, Sir Francis, 
that " hater of idleuBBS," was steadily doing his work ; un- 
loading, rifling, scuttling, sinking, and burning those tranaport- 
shipe which contained a portion of the preparations painfully 
made by Philip for his great enterprise. Pipe-staves and 
spikes, horse-shoes and saddles, timber and cutlasses, wine, oil, 
figs, raisins, biscuits, and Hour, a miscellaneous mass of ingre- 
dients long brewing for the trouble of England, were emptied 
into the harbour, and before tbo second night, the blaze of a 
hundred and fifty burning vessels played merrily upon the 
grim walls of Philip's forti'esaes. Some of these ships were of 
the lai^et size then known. There was one belonging to 
Marquis Santa Cruz of 1500 tons, there was a Biscayan of 
1200, there were several others of 1000, 800, and of nearly 
equal dimensions. 

Thence sailing for Lisbon, Sir Francis captured and des- 
troyed a hundred vessels more, appropriating what was port- 
able of the cargoes, and aunihUatiug the rest. At Lisbon, 
Marquis Suntu Cniz, lord high admiral of Spain and general- 
issimo of the invasion, looked ou, mortified and amazed, but 
offering no combat, while the Plymouth privateersman swept 
the harbour of the great monarch of the world. After 
thoroughly accomphshing his work, Drake sent a message to 
■Santa Cruz, pro])Osing to exchange his prisoners for such 
Englishmen as might then be confined in Spain. But the 
Marquis denied all prisoners. Thereupon Sir Francis decided 
to sell bis captives to the Sloore, and to appropriate the 
proceeds of the sale towards the purchase of English slaves 
out of the same bondage.' Such was the fortune of war in 
the sixteenth century. 

Having dealt tliese great blows, Drake set sail again from 
Lisbon, and, twenty leagues from St Michaels, fell in with 
one of those famous Spanish East Tudiamen, called carracks, 
then the great wonder of the seaa. This vessel, San Felipe 
by name, with a cargo of extraordinary value, was easily cap- 
' Borrow, 232, S33. 
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tured, and Sir Francis now determined to return. Ho had 
done a goud piece of work in a few weeks, but he waa bv no 
means of ojunion that he Lad materially crippled the enemy. 
On the contrary, lie gave the govemnient warning as to the 
enormous power and vast preparations of Spain. " There would 
be forty thousand men under way ere long," he said, ■' well 
equipped and provisioned ; " and he stated, as the result of pcr- 
Bonal observation, that England could not be too energetic in 
its measures of resistance, He had done something with his 
little fleet, but he was no braggart, and had no disposition to 
underrate the enemy's power. " God make us all thankful 
again and again," he observed, " that we have, although it k 
little, made a begivmng upon the coast of Spoilt."' And 
modestly as he spoke of what he had accomplished, so witli 
quiet self-reliance did he allude to the probable consequences. 
It was certain, he intimated, that the enemy would suou seek 
revenge with all his strength, and " with all the devices and 
traps he cotdd devise." This was a matter which could not be 
doubted. " JJiit," said Sir Francis, " I thank them much that 
they have staid so long, and when they come they tthall be but 
the aons of mortal men." ' 

Perhaps the most precious result of the expedition, was the 
lesson which the Englishmen had thus learned in handhng 
the great galleys of Spain. It might soon stand them in 
stead. The little war-vessels which hod come from Plymouth, 
had sailed round and round these vast unwieldy hulks, and 
had fairly driven them off the field, with very sb'ght damage 
to thcmst'lves. Sir Francis had already taught the manners 
of England, even if he had done nothing else by tliia famons 
Cadiz expedition, that an armada of Spain might not be bo 
invincible as men imaguted. 

Yet when the conqueror returned from his great foray, he 
received uo laurels. His sovereign met him, not with smiles, 
but with frowns and cold rebukes. He had done bis duty, 
and helped to save her endangered throne, but Elizabeth was 
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now the dear friend of Alexander Farneae, and in amicable 
correapoadence with hia royal maater. This " little " beginning 
on the coast of Spain might not neem to hia Catholic Majesty 
a matter to be thankful for, nor be likely to further a pacifi- 
cation, and so Elizabeth hastened to diaavow her Plymouth 
captain.' 



' " True it U, and I avow it oa my ' 
fkitti, ber Majesty did wad a. ship ei- 
prusalj before Lie wunt to Oadiz irith 
k mcraasti by letters cbarging Bit 
FraacU Dnike not to thoie any act of 
hattSity, which messenger by contrary 
winds ooidd never come to the plaoe 
wliete he was, bnt was eoiutramfKl tu 
come borne, and hearina of Sir F. 
Drake' I actioai, bee Aujesty com- 
manded Uie party that retunied to 
have boen pmusUed, but that be uu- 
qoitted bimself fa; tbe oaths of himself 
and all his compoinj, Andtoumeitting 
fta u m B i Oing to her Mojt*t^ those oa- 
tioBS were committed by Bir F. Drake. 
Ibr tbe which her Uajesty !t -u yet 
greatij/ offended wUlt him." Bur^lilcy 
to Aodreas de Loo, 18 July, 1587. 
* FlandpiB CorrespDodeuCe.' (.B. P. 
OSmHS.) 

"Thuro aro Utters writtcQ to Sir 
Fnncis Drake." i«jd Wnlaingham, 
"aent unto him b^ a piimuuce scut 
brtlt MpKcially !->t that purpose, to 

" 'loot to attempt onythiBg 

a enter iulo the ports to 
I the ahipi. This icKolution 
^. bth altogether upou a hopu of 
S which I fear will draw a duii- 
_ r upon her MajHty, by t>ie 

alieoation of the hearts of the wcU- 
sfbclnl people in the Low Couutrica. ' 
WaUingnam to Lciceater, II April, 
1567. (Brit.Mua.6aIba,C.xi. p.3M. 
MS.) 




And again, a week later — " As for 
Spain," says tha Souretnry, " they are 
so far off from any inlcntiou to aaaail 
England, as they stiind now upon tlieir 
owD guard for fear of Sir Fmncls Drake. 
There are letters written from certain 
of my lords, by her Hajesty'B cffiutual 
commandment, tu inhibit him to at- 
tempt any thing by land, or within the 
porta of the kingdom of Spain. He is 
at libcrtj- to Inku any of the King's 
flcela. either eoing oat of Spain or 
returning intoSpairi. There is a bruit 
given out upon the despatch of these 
lotters that there is order giTon for his 
revocation." Same to same, 17 April, 
1.^87. (Bnt Mua. Galba, C. zL p, 327. 
MS.) 

It is somewhat amusiue;, on the other 
hand, to find Leicester claitning credit 
for her Majesty, for this demouatratiDn 
against Spain, and using it in his com- 
munications with the States as a proof 
uf her bostite intentions towards that 
power. " There is no such meaning 
in her Hi^'esty to abuse jou," he ob- 
served, " as you might perceive both 
by the sending of Sir Francis Drake 
into Spuin and by the return of myself 
hither, to buve prosetuted the war if I 
hail found any means here," Lcicesttr 
(u the States, 6 Sept lSg7. (.B, P. 
Office MS.) 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Secret Treating between Queea and Parma — Excitement and Alarm ii 
Statea — Helifriona Peraecntion 'in Knglnud — Queen'* Sinoerity ttim 
Spain — Langnage and Letlera of Purma — Negotiations of De Loo— >| 
Eogliali CotmniHsionors appointed — Panna'B HffBctioData Letter lo ti 
Queen— Pbilip at hia Writing-Table — His Plots with Parma agail 
England — Parma'aaecretLoHerB to the King -Philip's Letter* to Pui 

— Woaderfnl Duplicit; of Philip — Hia sanguine Views as to England-' 
He is reluctant to hear of tlie Obslaolea — and imagriuea Faima ii ~ 

— But Aliiiander'a Difficultiea are great — He deooaooea Philip*! ' 
Schemes — Waldngham aware uf the Spanish Plot — which the Stales w 
nnderstand — Leicester's great Unpopularity — The Queen warned at 
Treating— Leicester'a Sohemes against BarueTeld — Leicestrian ( 
apiracy at Leyden — The Plot to seize Uie City discovered — Three Biq[ 
leaders senleucod to Deatli — Civil War in France- — Ticloiy gained t 
Navarre, and one by Onise — QuMin recalls Jjeicester — Who r 
ill Terms with the Statee — Quoen warned as to Spanish Dengna-' 
Results of Leii^esler'a Administration. 

The course of Elizabeth towards the Provinces, in the i 
of the peace, waa certainly not iugenuouB, but it was i 
fibeolutely deceitful. She concealed and denied the iicf 
tiations, when the Netherland statesmou were perfectly awi 
of their existence, if not of their tenour ; but she was not f 
pared, as they suspected, to sacrifice their liberties and their 
religion, as the price of her own reconciliation with S{»iiL 
Her attitude towards the States was imperious, oTer-beaiing, 
and abusive. She had allowed the Earl of Leicester to return, 
she said, because of her love for the poor and oppressed 
people, but in many of her official and in all her private com- 
munications, she denounced the men who governed that 
people as ungrateftd wretches and impudent liars.' 



' E. g, " Nous avons renvoyi notre 

oousin da Leycestm — nouobstant que 

nous Pinions It pcu pri'S degoutea . . , 

VQ> lea dewrdros ot confusiuns depuis 

I Km partemont de Ik . . . les traverses 

■ ligrale* de quolquea una mal affectes 

llat de Ik, dont nuns meiae* avons en 

~caaion do bicn f'-'rt nous repeutir. 

Nitefois 1> aongidenitiun que nous 



avoiis eu de Vinnocence d'un n boa 
penple, et le deair qo avona eu de Isor 
wen^inte la prompte volonti de notre 
cousiu, unt en plus de force ■ non 
rctenir en notre prenuvre affectiini . . . 
ut attendons que ce qn'cat paut aant 

reporekravenir ' QueentoBMv 

Council. 2U Juue, 15S7. i.S. P. OlBo^ 
MS.) Alelterto the8Mei,ofiiMi4 
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These were the corrosives and vinegar which she thonght 
miitable for the case ; and the Earl was never weary in 
depicting the same statesmen as seditious, pestilent, seli- 
seeking, raischief-making traitors. Tlieae secret, informal 
negotiations, bad heen carried on during most of the year 
1587. It was the " comptroller's peace," as Walsingham con- 
temptuously designated the attempted treaty ; for it will be 
recollected thai Sir James Croft, a personage of very mediocre 
abilities, had always been more busy than any other English 
politician in these transactions. He acted, however, on the 
inspiration of Burghley, who drew his own from the fountain- 



Bat it was in vain for the Queen to affect concealment. 
The States knew everything which was passing, before I,ei- 
ceeter knew. His own secret instructions reached the Nether- 
lands before he did. His secretar)', Junius, was thrown into 
prison, and his master's letter taken from him, before there 
had been any time t-o act upon its treacherous suggestions.' 
When the Earl wrote letters with his own band to his 
sovereign, of so secret a nature that he did not even retain a 



tbe a 



le dato, is likewise filled witli 
Oio 



" «l»nge et ingnito moniere lie ¥ 
deportemonls eaTtra Dotre conaiii, 
voire innstitnde et trevcraea," and of 
praiae tattie coiuiti. who, " nonobalant 
tontes ces ili»courtedea et ingrutitildeB. 
ne vtnidnt espargncr poor le bien de 
TOOB tana de lia^nier ui a> vie oi aa 
rortmie." Ac. Queen to Btatea, 22 
June, 1567. (S. P. Office, MS.) 

Aud tliiea monlliH liitei— "How the 
town of Sluja waa lost, wc will spnre 
to write, that wLicb Uionasiudii of fuur 
Datite people did afflrm, bow ttaitoi^ 
onalj tnia town was loat, or rather be- 
tm;ed. tbe world knoweth, and we do 
Dot tbink tbat jouraelveacan deo; it. 
feim wont of supply fram you and 
jour cbieflajiu, . . . and yet not with- 
oot the lionour aod rcputaUon of oura 
that defeiuled it. . . - Our lieutenant 
(Leiooaler) could not ha»B eonvetiient 
time lo dofti with yon (about tbe peace ', 
for tbat he waa an eataoglcil with yimr 
overthwart dealing agninat liim, with 



sundry false reports of ua and himself, 
that we had agreed to a peace with 
tlie King of Spaio, wiUioul regard to 
you. . . , Tbut tlie Eaii of Leicester 
waa by na directed to anrprise divers 
towna, to yield to the King, if jou 
wonld Dot aaaent to peace, with many 
more aucb talm aud alanderoua bruits 
sproad— yea belieTed and maintained 
for some time by aome of your own 
number, all wliich we affirm on the 
word of a prince, most fiklae and mali- 
ciouily deTised with donlish mind^ 
abborring, as it seemeth, all liking of 
godly peace and quietaesa," Ac. Queen 
to the Btates, 20 Sept. 1587. (8. P. 
Office MS.) 

■ Meteren, liv. 256. " This letter 
they have taken perforcel fhim him, 
and committed Brat my man lo priaon, 
which I think wna never dorat to be 
attempted before, and pnta me past 
my patience. I naanre you." Leioeslcr 
to WalBingbam, 4 July, 1587. (8. P. 
OffioL- Ha> 
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or fear of discovery, he found, to his 
States were at once provided with an 
ivery line that he had written.' It 
Imost piierile, to deny facta which 
n the knowledge of the Netherlanders 
consequence of the concealment waa. 
was thought possible than actually 
ey call Bomeveld," ^ as Leicester waB 
ting ono of the first statesmen in 
tificd. knowing what he did, in sus- 
■nished with a list of commisBioners, 
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as she had refused the soTereignty of the whole conntry when 
oiFered to her, she was not likely to form surreptitious schemes 
to make herself mistress of a portion of it. On the other hand, 
it was yery obvious, that to accept the soyereignty of Philip's 
rebellious Proyinces, was to declare war upon Philip ; whereas, 
had she been pacifically inclined towards that sovereign, and 
treacherously disposed towards the Netherlands, it would be a 
decided advantage to her to have those strong places iu her 
power. Bat the suspicions as to her good faith were ex- 
aggerated. Am to the intentions of Leicester, the States were 
justified in their almost unlimited distrust. It is very certain 
that both in 1586, and again, at this very moment, when 
Elizabeth was most vehement in denouncing such aspersions 
ou her government, he had unequivocally declared to her his 
intention of getting poeeeBsion, if possible, of several cities, 
and of the whole island of Walchereu, which, together with 
the (»utiouary towns already in his power, would enable the 
Queen to maire good tonus for herself with Spain," if the worst 
canta to the worst." ' It will also soon be shown that he did 
his best to carry these schemes into esecution. There is no 
evidence however, and no probability, that he had received 
the royal commands to perpetrate such a crime. 

The States believed also, tliat in those secret negotiations 
with Parma the Queen was disposed to sacrifice the religious 



' " I will go to Medenblik (Ihe neit 
town to Enkhayienl, whicli in alyottr 
Ibjiealv'a dtivotioD, aa tho gov^iuot 
Ibereof (Sonoy) u, mid will do my 
hett to recover Bnkhuyzen ere I de- 
rart theucB. Tlion, iudoiid, jour Ha- 
je«tj', having FUuhing, BriU, and 
OtreM, IU jm bare, and these, ju 
■hall be able to bring the peuce to 
better conditiona, and hrime that 
Blata of Holland at yimr vUtuure. 
.... TUey aro full of ahift*. and 
yet ntck on /or Ibit miUUr may aak 
toleration, Tor Aoia haUful a vuiUtr 
ftaee haOt been to lhcgm>eralilvs.liaoil 
of »11 the«e countriea, is lOeU kmnm 
to all penon*. and how UvtSuonie a 
thing if u fa uU but lo KUQh u Tor 
love and tnut ic four Hajeaty will 
conform tliemaolve^ I can aufficientl; 
teatifT ; and It la the only causo of the 



world for thorn to bc> carafut in their 
dmling, tot it dolh conBrm them uid 
thdir posterity both in their lires and 
libertit«, and therefore to be borne 
withal, if they take deUbeiadon." 
Leit'cst«r to tbe Qneeo. 9 Oct. 1587, 
(8. P. Office MS.) Vet the Earl, not- 
withataiidine thii admiaaion, avows 
bia delermmatioa of hridlinq the 
Btatea t^ guning poaaeeaion c^ their 
citice. 

And again, a month Uter : "I will 
not be idle to do oil that in me ehoU 
lie to make thia island of Waltiheren 
atturtd. whatsoeTer aholl l^U ont : 
which, if it may be, v^r Jlfajcul^ thoB 
the leu /ear le make a good bargain 
/or yotind/, when the worst auall 
come." Leicester to the Qneeo, 5Ch 
Not. 1 5B7. (8. P. Offloo, MS.) 
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nds. In this they were mistaken, 
at-ir mistake, because the negotiator 
i, that, in her overtures to Famese, 
loint altogether.' If this had been 
f l»een a consent on the part of 
lolic religion and tbe Inquisition 
1 tlie Provincea, to the excltisioo of 
ip or polity. In trath, however, the 
ajesty on the Bubjeot was as fair as 
ted. Certainly she was no advocate 
chose that her own subjects should 
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oa Bach, in Elizabeth's reign, and this was ten score too 
many. But what was tliis against eight hundred heretics 
burned, hanged, and drowned, in one Easter week by Alva, 
against the eighteen thousand two hundred sent to stoke and 
scaffold, as he boasted during his EuiminiBtration, against the 
Tast numbers of Protestants, wliether tliey be counted by tens 
or by hundreds of thousands, who perished by the edicts 
of Charles V.. in the Netherlands, or in the single Saint 
Bartholomew Massacre in France ? Moreover, it should 
never be forgotten — from undue anxiety for impartiality — 
that most of the Catholics who were executed in England, 
Buffered as conspirators rather than as heretics. No foreign 
potentate, claiming to be vicegerent of Christ, had denounced 
Philip as a bastard and usurper, or had, by means of a 
blasphemoiiij fiction, which then was a terrible reality, severed 
the bonds of allegiance by which his subjects were held, cut 
him off from all communion with his fellow-creatures, and 
promised temporal rewards and a crown of glory in heaven 
to those who should succeed in depriving him of throne and 
life. Yet this was the position of Elizabeth. It was war to 
the knife between her and Itorao, declared by Eome itself; 
nor was there any doubt wliatever that tlie Seminary Priests — 
seedlings transplanted from foreign nurseries, which were as 
watered gardens for the growtJi of treason — were a perpetually 
organized band of conspirators and assassins, with whom it 
was hardly an act of excessive barbarity to deal in somewhat 
summary fashion. Doubtless it would have been a more lofty 

optration, yet, BO fur ns it extended to 
tapital uiflictioiu, bad in view the 
Becaritj of llic goyeminenlj and tJint 
wbicb the Prolerisota hod luatainnl 
in bcr tdittcr'a feigD, springing from 
mere bigotry mid vindii'tive mncoar." 
(.BallaniB ' Coiistituliooal HUlor;,' 
fifth edition. Mttrroy. 1846. I. 163. 
CoTDpBle Lingrud, viii. S56, 513. 
Btrype, iii. it.. Bud see in purticalar 
cliBplera iii. ud jv. of HkllBm, in 
whiob the dealings of Elixabetb in 
rolinom nmtten tie profoundly tn- 
vottigated.) 



of these, according to him, euffered 
Sa denying the Qncen*! ODpremiicy, 
126 for exercising their miniatry, and 
fhe reat for being reconciled to Ibe 
Bomith chnrcli. Hany others died 
«f hardahipB in prison, and many were 
deprived of their property. There 
teeme, DeTcrtbeleBH, to be good reason 
for dimbting whether any one who 
was executed might not hare saved 
Us life by Bipueitly denying the 
Fope'i power to depose tbii Queen. 
Thii certainly fnmiahes a distinction 
between the persecutioD nndel Elilo- 
beth (whidi, mgost u It was in its 
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policy, and a far more iDtelUgent one, to extend tovards 
Catholics of England, who aa a body were loya! lo tl 
country, an ample toleration. But it could scarcely be 
pected that Elizabeth Tudor, as imperious and ahsolate 
temperament aa her father had ever been, would be 
of embodying that great principle. 

When, in the preliminaries to the negotiations of I- 
therefore, it was urged on the part of Spain, that the Qm 
was demanding a concession of religious liberty from I'hilip 
to the Netherlanders which she refused to English heretics, 
and that he only claimed the same right of dictating a cr«<ed 
to his subjects which she exercised in regard to her own. I^rd 
Buighley replied that the statement was correct. The Queen 
permitted — it was true — no man to profess any religion but 
the one which she professed. At the same time it was de- 
clared t« be unjust, that those persons in the Netherlands who 
had been for years in the habit of practising Protestant rites, 
should be middenly compelled, witkimt instruction, to abandon 
that form of worship. It was well known that many would 
rather die than submit to such oppression, and it was aflirmed 
that the exercise of this cruelty woidd be resisted by her to 
the uttermost. There was no hint of the propriety — on any 
logical basis — of leaving the question of creed as a matter 
between man and his Maker, with which any dictation on the 
part of crown or state was an act of odious tj'ranny. There 
was not even a suggestion that the Protestant doctrines were 
true, and the Catholic doctrines false. The matter was merely 
taken up on the uti poesidetie principle, that they who had 
acquired tlie fact of ProtestAut worship had a right to 
it, and could not justly be deprived of it, except by ft 
tion and persuasion. It was also affirmed that it was not 
English practice to inquire into men's consciences. It wooli 
have been difficult, however, to make that very clear to 
Philip's comprehension, because, if men, women, and children, 
were scourged witli rods, imprisoned, and hanged, if they 
refused to conform publicly to a ceremony at which their 
consciences revolted — unless they had money enough U> pur- 
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chase non-conformity — it seemed to be tlie practice to inquire 
very effectively into their conBcicnces.' 

But if there was a certain degree of diBtngenuousnefis on 
the part of Elizabeth towards the Statee, lier attitude towards 
Parma was one of perfect sincerity. A perusal of the secret 
correspondence leaves no doubt whatever on that point. She 
was seriously and fervently desirous of peace with Spain. 
On the part of Fameae and his master, there was the most 
nnscrupulous mendacity, while the confiding simplicity and 
truthfulness of the Queen in these negotiations was almost 
pathetic. Especially she declared her trust in tlie loyal and 
upright character of Parma, in which she was sure of never 
being disappointed. It is only doing justice to Alexander to 
say that he was as much deceived by her iraukness as she 
by his falsehood. It never entered his head tliat a royal per- 
BonagQ and the trusted counsellors of a great kuigdom could 
be telling the truth in a secret international transaction, and 



' "And when Da Loo reportelh 
an objection modo lo bim. that tbere 
in no more resMU for Itie EJug to yield 
lo BDj of Ilia BUbjecta libHtty of reli- 
gioa contrary to tlia one he profestwth 
no TaotK thiui her Mnjiaty dotli to unj 
of here; Indeed, at the flrM appeat- 
aace. this objeotion teemttb or ^ood 
moment to bo ailowud, and, until it be 
anawered, ought to be taken bj Ibe 
I>uke of Panna; but if the diTcraitiGi 
of the compurisoD sbaU bo nmrked, 
the caao also will tbcnin be changed. 
The Queena Majostv indeed nener did 
pa-mil. either pubhcly or privately, 
that tuiy persona for these seiuu jeaie 
ehunid uao any eicrcise of reLgion 
coDtrary to that form receiTed aud 
established fay puUic authority : so 
as Done caii challi^KC that they wore 
by any liberty Eiiffered to use any 
other, which is contrary to the Jion 
GoDnbricv. tor the apacn of abont six 
years. But if her Majesty had ao 
permitted, rarely reason would move 
W not to constrain, otherwise than by 
iiiBtniclion, any that by rouaoo of her 
permisBion had goreroed their con- 
Bcicnuea to the coDtrary. And bo- 
<<aQBe it may be also further ubjeclad, 
•I niMt fafwlj i» divulged, to more 



offence against her Majesty f^om Oit~ 
tholic places, that she doth so sererely 
pQjiiah them that are in conscience 
contrarily affected, it is to be avowed 
for a uertain truth tliat her Hajesty 
never did allow that any person was 
by inquisition urged to show his eon- 
ecience in any matter of faith, nor 
i for profeesing only 



a opjmon ii 



but 



by open acta to break the law, 
have, under colour of enoonrapng 
others to change their form of reli- 

S'on, persuaded tliem also to alter 
eir obedience in all worldly duties, 
to practise rebellion in tJie realm, to 
solicit JDvaaiona, and flatly to deny 
the Queen sHajoity lo be thdr lawfbl 
Queen. In those case*. hc4 Majesty 
and all her ministers of justice liad 
t!ausu lo withstand such violent 
courses under colours of roliifiou : and 
otherwise than to withatand tlieso 
most dangerous attcmpto. her H^jvety 
did never allow any sboald Iniu their 
lives and abed then blood." (Itouch 
draft of Burrhley, 9 March. 1587. 
[Br. Mua. Galba. C, U. p. 122, MS.) 
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witli which his master and himself 
a, by Iheir ntler disbelief in every 
a from England. 

us fiad been cammcnced, or mther 
y early in Febrnary of this year, 
1 period which prei^eded and followed 
1 tlie couree of which the language <rf 
ates had been so shrewish, there had 
atic cooing between Fameee and her- 
sin, you know how trulv I wmfide in 
LOUS I am that this most desirable 
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Kin g will end by being exasperated, and I shall be tonched in 

my bonour — so great is tbe hopes J have held out of being 

able to secure a peace. I have ever been and I still am 

meet anxious for concord, from the affection I bear to her 

|i eacred Majesty. I have been obliged, much against my will, 

( to take tbe field again. I could wish now that our nego- 

I tiations might terminate before the arrival of my fresh troops, 

l[ namely, 9000 Spaniards and 9U00 Italians, which, with 

jl Walloons, Germans, and Lorrainers, will give me an effective 

I total of 30,000 soldiers. Of thin I give you my word as a 

,' gentleman. Go then, Andrew de Ijoo," continued tbe Duke, 

" write to ber sacred Majesty, that 1 desire to make peace, 

and to serve her faithfully ; anil that I eball not change my 

f mind, even in case of any great success, for I like to proceed 

lather by the ways of love than of rigour and effusion of 

blood." ' 

'* I can aflsui"e you, oh, most serene Duke," replied Andrew, 
" that the most serene Queen is in the very same dispositions 
with yourselE" 

" Excellent well then," said the Duke, "we shall come to 
an agreement at once, and the sooner the deputies on both 
Bides are appointed tbe better." 

A feeble proposition was then made, on the part of the 
peace-loving Andrew, that tlie hostile operations against Sluya 
should be at once terminated. But this did not seem so 
clear to the most serene Duke. He had gone to great expense 
in that business ; and he had not built bridges, erected forts, 
and dug mines, only to abandon them for a few fine words. 
Fine words were plenty, hnt they raised no sieges. Mean- 
time these pacific and gentle murmiu-ings from Faniese's camp 
had lulled the Queen into forgeti'ulnesa of Roger Williams and 
Arnold Groenevelt and their men, fighting day and night in 
trench and mine dming that critical midsummer, 'fhe wily 
tongue of the Duke bad been more effective than his bat- 
teries in obtaining the much-coveted city. The Queen ob- 
stinately held back her men and money, confident of effecting 
De.LootaBurgUoy. llJuly. 1587, (8. F. Office M8.) 



THE UNITED NETHERLANDS. 



CUAP. 5 



a treaty, whetlier Sluya fell or not Was it strange that 
States should be distrustful of her inteotions. and, in 
turn, become neglei^tful of their duty ? ' 

And thus smnmer wore into autumn, Sluya fell, the St( 
and their governor-general were at daggers-drawn, tbo Nethi 
landers were full of distrust with regard to England, Alexander 
hinted doubts as to the Queen's sincerity ; the secret nego- 
tiation^ though fertile in suspicions, jealousies, delays, and 
such foul weeds, had produced no wholesome fruit, and the 
26th Sept., excellent De Loo became very much depressed. 

1587. ^j -[g^ ^ letter from Burghley relieved his droop- 
ing spirits. From the most disturbed and melancholy man 
in the world, he protested, ho liad now become merry and 
quiet' He straightway went ofi' to the Duke of Forma, with 
the letter in his pocket, and translated it to him by caudle- 
light, as he was careful to state, as an important point in bis 
narrative. And Famese was fuller of fine phrases than ever. 

" There ia no cause whatever," said he, in a most loving 
manner, " to doubt my siucerity. Yet the- Lord-Treaaurer 
intimates that the most serene Queen is disposed bo to do. 
But if I had not the very best intentions, and desires for peace, 
I should never have made the first overtures. If 1 did not 
wish a pacific conclusion, what in the world forced me to do 
what I have done ? On the contrary, it is I that have reason 
to suspect the other parties with their long delays, by wliich 
they have made me lose tlie best part of the summer." ^ 

He then commented on the strong expressions in the Kngliab 
letters, as to the continuance of her Majesty in her pious r^ 
solutions ; observed that ho was thoroughly advised of 
ditiposi: 



' Boigliley to Ds Loo, 18 Jul?, 
1587. iB.P. Office MS.) 

' " Dh turbulo e meUncolica m' lin 
do! tntb) quietato e bttu slar ftllpgro." 
Sui. De Luo to BurglJcy. 26 Sepi 
1587. (8. P. Office, MS.) 

' " dm dire iimorevolmente lo cho 
dmiB—uou B Ciliasc), r*nBU aluuno di 
dubiUrc delln min aini 
come snUo Qdu della 1" 
olie la Ber~ regiiia lo potrclibe faro — 
perche se aon m^emi haTOto boaiM'" 



mf e draideriQ delln | 
giu ito a fame In prima u 

Luia nu nifdeaimu. e coadeaceDd . 

atle otwe ehe npete (diaae ■ tn*) i|| 

veuir b una concluKione (agion^ 

che coiB wi fimara di fwlo! , _. 

piuttoalo uTrei ocouiioae io di ni^wf- 
lar loro con tontfl Bortu di diluiiom s 
boTer mi lallo perder* la aeglior parte 
de 1' eHtnte," Sc. (Ilnd.) 
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disputes between the Earl of Leicester and the Statee ; and 
added that it was very important for the deputies to arrive at 
the time iudieat«d by the Queen. 

" Whatever is to be done," said he, in eonclusion, " let it 
be done quickly ;" and with that he said he would go and eat 
a bit of Hupi>er. 

" And may I communicate Lord Burghley'a letter to any 
one else ? " asked De Loo. 

" Yes, yes, to the Seigneur de Champagny, and to my 
secretary Coaimo," answered his Highness. 

So the merchant negotiator proceeded at once to the 
mansion of Champagny. in company with the secretary 
Cosimo. There was a long conference, in which De Loo 
was informed of many things which he thorougly believed, 
und faithfully transmitted to the court of Elizabeth. Alexander 
had done his best, they said, to delay the arrival of his fresh 
troops. He had withdrawn from the field, on various pretexts, 
hoping, day after day, that the English commissioners would 
arrive, and that a firm and perpetual peace would succeed to 
the miseries of war. But as time wore away, and there came 
no commissioners, the Duke had come to the painful con- 
clusion that he had been trifled with.' Hia forces would now 
be sent into Holland to find something to eat ; and this would 
ensore the total destruction of all that territory. He had also 
written to command all the officers of the coming troops to 
hasten their march, in order that lie might avoid incurring 
Btill deeper censure. He was much ashamed, in truth, to have 
been wheedled info passing the whole fine season in idleness." 
He bad been sacrificing himself for her sacred Majesty, and 
to serve her best interests ; and now he found himself the 
object of her mirth,* Those who ought to be well informed 
had assured him that the Queen was only waiting to see how 
the King of Navarre was getting on with the auxiliary force 
just going to him from Germany, that she had no intention 

' " Ma a r nltimo il Duco Tedondo I ' " TrovandoBi vergogniftto daTcre, 
la oontiiiiia dilaziono. con ^urlicnre lasciato MoirtTo ai bella rtngiane in 
obe a barlBBBo," tic. (Do Loo to osiu,' &c. (Ibid.) 
Bulghley, MS, lost cited.) • n-i , 
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whatever to make peace, and that, before long, he might 
expect all these German mercenaries upon his ehouldera in 
the Netherlands. Nevertheless he was prepared to receive 
them with 40,000 good infantry, a splendid cavalry force, and 
plenty of money,' 

All this and more did the creduloiiB Andrew greedily 
devour, and he lost do time in communicating the important 
intelligence to her Majesty and the Lord-Treasurer. Ho 
implored her, he said, upon his bare knees, prostrate on the 
ground, and from the most profound and veritable centre of 
his heart and with all his soul and all his strength," to believe 
in the truth of (he matters thus confided to him. He would 
pledge his immortal soul, which was of more value to him — 
as he correctly observed — than even the crown of Spain, that 
the King, the Duke, and his counseUors, were most sincerely 
desirous of peace, and actuated by the most loving and benevo- 
lent motives. Alexander Farnese was " tJie antidote to the 
Duke of Alva," kindly sent by heaven, trf contraria cmtrarUt 
curentur, and if the entire security of the eacred Queen were 
not now obtained, together with a perfect re-integration of loi 
between her Majesty and the King of Spain, and with 
assured tranquillity and i)erpetual prosperity of the Nt 
lands, it would be the fault of England, not of Sp 

And no doubt the merchant believed all that was told him, 
and— what was worse — that he fully impressed his own cott- 
victions upon her Majesty and Lord Burghley, to say nothing 
of the comptroller, who, poor man, had great facility io 
believing anything that came from the court of the most 
Catholic Kuig, Yet it is painful to reflect, that in all thi 
commimicatioQs of Alexander and his agents, there was 
one single word of truth. It was all false from beginning 
end, as to the countermanding of the troops, as to the 
intentions of the King and Duke, and as to the pro] 
campaign in Friesland, in case of rupture, and all the 
But this will be conclusively proved a little later. 

< Dv Luu to Burgliley.MS.liut cited. I ccntrti ilcl luio cuor? etux cottli 

' ■' Kioiu Duduique gMifbiu liiuni tota uniuui," Ao. (Ibid.) 
proBtniluB, dul piu pnifoudu o veto | ' Itud. 
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Meantime the conference had been most amicable aud 
satisfactory. And when business was over, Champagny — not 
a whit the worse for the severe jilting which he had eo re- 
cently austained from the widow De Bouts, now Mrs. Aristotle 
Pattou — invited De Loo and Secretary Cosimo to supper. 
And the three made a night of it, sitting up late, and draining 
such huge bumpers to the health of the Queen of England, 
that — Its the excellent Andrew subsequently informed Lord 
Burg hi ey — his head ached most bravely uext morning.' 

And so, amid the din of hostile preparation not only in 
Cadiz and Lisbon, but in Ghent and Sluya and Antwerp, the 
import of wliich it seemed difficult to mistake, the comedy of 
negotiation was still rehearsing, and the principal actors were 
already familiar with their respective parts. There were the 
Earl of Derby, knight of the garter, and my Lord Cobham, 
and puzzling James Croft, and other Englishmen, actually 
believing that the farce was a solemn reality. There was 
Alexander of Parma thoroughly aware of the contrary. There 
was Andrew de Loo, more talkative, more credulous, more 
busy than ever, and more fully impressed with tlie importance 
of his mission, and there was the white-bearded Lord- 
Treasurer turning complicated paragraphs, shaking his head, 
and waving his wand across the water, as if, by such expedients, 
the storm about to burst over England could be disporsed. 

The coramissionere sliould come, if only the Duke of 
Parma would declare on his word of honour, that these hostile 
preparations with which all Christendom was ringing, were 
not intended against England ; or — if that really were the 
case — if he would recjuest his master to abandon all such 
schemes, and if Philip in consequence would promise on the 
honour of a prince, to make no hostile attempts against that 
country.' 

> " Con Baminn contentaniDHto del 
HDD e r lUlro, h tal legno, che tenoa- 
doci il S' de Cliumpiig!iy :t ceno. oan 
fcrli rngionedi buon ouotad' on gran '"If yoo aanpOBsibly.Iivguire jva 
brindin die fece otln auiiiU di sun to obuinol tlibDuke,iawriUiigiiadEi 
•un Hocata, mi dolso Icon liccUM hii linud, an utiurunct- i-ittier of hia 
pel dirla come tb) U lOBttiua oegnentc kuowLodgo tlmt theae preptustiouc u 
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em an almost Arcadian simplicity in 
rom so practised a statesman as the 
a a woman of such brilliant intellect 
lably possessed. Bnt we read the 
r by the liglit of subsequent events, 
Bcopic revelations of sentiments and 
usiil of the secret documents in those 
At tliat moment, it waa not igno- 
1 was leading England towards the 
by Spain. There was trust in the 
rons goldier like Alexander Farneee,' 
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completely mystified — to the intense delight of Philip — and 
Burghley, enlightened by the sagacious De Loo, was con- 
Tinced, that even in case of a rupture, the whole strength of 
the Spanish arms was to be exerted in reducing Friesland 
and Overysscl. But \^'alaingham was never deceived ; for he 
had learned from Demosthenes a lesson with which William 
the Silent, in liis famous Apology, had made the world fumiliar, 
that the onlff citadel ayainst a tyrant and a eonqueror wa» 
dutrmt. 

Alexander, much grieved that doubts should still be felt, as 
to hia sincerity, renewed the most exuberant expressions of 
that "sentiment, together with gentle complaints against the 
dilatoriness which had proceeded from the doubt. Her Majesty 
had long be^n aware, he said, of liis anxiety to bring about a 
perfect reconciliation ; but he had waited, mouth after month, 
for her commissioners, and had waited in vain. His hoj)es had 
been dashed to t)ie ground. The afiuir had been indefinitely 
spun out, and he could not resist the conviction that her 
Majesty had changed her mind. Nevertheless, as Andrew de 
Loo watt again proceeding to England, the Duke seized the 
opportunity once more to kiss her hand, and — altJiough he 
bad well nigh resolved to think no more on the subject — to 
renew his detrlarations, that, if the much-coveted peace were 
not concluded, the blame could not be imputed to him, and 
that he should stand guiltless before God and the world. He 
had done, and was still ready to do, all which became a 
Christian and a man desirous of the public welfare and tran- 
quillity,' 

d' opmionu, e »b bou to oro qnasi tcbo- 
luto di HOD ci penaor piii, tuttHvia 
ritomaDiloBeDB per di la 11 detlo 
Andrea mi pane di ecrivet aaoar 
quHati poDhi vera, tan to per hod pcrdirr 
V occasions di baciar hUDul" 1c miiiii 
s V" Ha^* ijaanto ■per aangamU, obe 
non restam per me, die la risolnziuns 

Sreaa, non pasai avaiiti, o ohe succe- 
ondo altriniente nc laro sciuato inanii 
B Dio et al moodo, c havi^ro almeuo 
sBtisTatto a me niodi'sioio, d' haver 
, GLtbi qnello aha V oblifco Chrialiaiui, 



■ " E Doai da eaato mio baveva pro- 
parato gli af&ri di manera, e mcatio il 
tuHo in tcrmine, che ¥"]!&■■ haveva 

Clu conoBcere qiuil Eulo eh' io ab- 
iora qnegtu oouabiuue, e quiknio io 
denderrkva dl veder rivertiie la buona 
mutuiL iatelligeiilu tra jl Be mio 
aii^ore ot la V" M". Ma Twdpodo 
ohe non obstante le tanlc speraole che 
tn' eiMTano state date delta veuDta dei 
commiuarii di V* M^, la coaa u va 
tathiTin tinndo al tungo. io non posso 
■p oon dubitarccli' ella lialibin matalo 

VOL. II. 
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tlicse Gne plirases, he was much im- 
pronoiinced at tbe English court to 
'liriatjauly." An elaborate comment 
lie comptroller on every line of the 
good words," said the comptroller.' 
Fen more pleased with the last proof 
than tjveu Burgliley and Croft had 
the warnings of Walaingham, she 
of boundless confidence in the wily 
i you," wrote the Lords." and so yoii 
to the Duke upon our honours, that 
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And there aat the patieut letter-writer in his cabinet, busy 
%]th hia schemes. His grey head was whitening fast. He 
Was sixty years of age. His frame was slight, hia figure 
■tooping, liis digestion very weak, his manner more glacial 
sepulchral than ever ; but if there were a hard-working 
in Europe, that man was Philip H. And there he sat aL 
'tis table, scrawling his apoetiUes. The fiDe_ innumerable 
:Uireads which stretched across the surface of Cliristendom, 
aiid covered it as with a net, all couverged in that silent 
cheerless celL France was kept in a state of perpetual civil 
war; the Netherlands had been converted into a shambles; 
Ireland was maintained in a state of chronic rebellion ; 
Scotland was torn with internal feuds, regularly organized and 
paid for by Philip ; and its young mouarch — " that lying King 
of Scots," aa Leicester called him — was kept in a l<;asli ready 
fo be slipped upon England, whon bis master should give the 
word; and England bei-self was iwlpitatiiig with the daily 
expectation of seeing a disciplined horde of brigfinds let loose 
riipon her shores ; and all tliis misery, past, present, and future, 
almost wholly dne to the exertions of that grey-haired 
Jetter-ft-riter at his peaciiful library-table. 

At the very beginning of the year the King of Denmark 
bad made an offer to Philip of mediation. The letter, entrusted 
to a young Count de Rautzan, had been intercepted by the 
States — the envoy not having availed himself, in time, of Ids 
diplomatic capacity, and having in consequence been treated, 
for a moment, like a prisoner of war. The States hud imme- 
idiately addressed earnest letters of protest to Queen Elizabeth, 
declaring that nothing which the enemy could do in war was 
half so horrible to them as the mere mention of jieace-. Life, 
honour, religion, liberty, their all, were at stake, they said, 
and would go down in one universal shipwreck, if peace should 
be eoncludetl ; and they implored her Majesty to avert the 
proposed intercession of the Danish King.' Wilkes wrote to 
■Walsiughain,' denouncing that mtmarch and his ministers as 

aor, U. xiii. 94S-94S. Huteren, I 
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lile, on the otlier band, the Duke of 
tlianking the King for his offer of 
to Pliilip as sacli a dogged heretic,' 

erived from liim, except by meeting 

li an equally fraudulent response. 

OBt, said ^Vlexander, by affecting to 
and meantime your Majesty must 

tions against England.' This was in 
1587. 

ist ou the very day when Farma was 

to letters to Elizabeth, breathing 
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the mystery, for the enemy was trying very hanl to penetrate 
their actions and their thoughts.' 

And certainly AJexander did his best. He replied to his 
master, by tranamitting copies of the letters he Iiad been 
writing with his own hand to the Queen, and of the pacific 
messagos he had sent her through Champagny and De Loo." 
She is just now somewhat confused, said he, and those of her 
counsellors who desire peace are more eager thau ever for 
negociation. She is very much afflicted with the loss of 
Deventer, and is quarrelling with the French ambassador 
about the new conspiracy for her assassination. The oppor- 
tunity is a good one, and if she writes an answer fo my letter, 
said Alexander, we can keep the negociation ahve, while, if 
she does not, 'twill be a proof that she has contracted leagues 
with other parties. But, in any event, the Duke fervently 
implored Philip not to pause in his preparations for the great 
enterprise which he had conceived in his royal breast.' So 
UT^nt for the invasion was the peace-loving general. 

He alluded also to the supposition that the quarrel between 
her Majesty and the French envoy was a mere feteh, and 
only one of the results of Bellievre's mission. Whether that 
diplomatist had been sent to censure, or in reality to approve, 
in the name of his master, of the Scottish Queen's execution, 
Alexander would leave to be discussed by Don Bernardino 
de Mendoza, the Spanish ambassador in Paris ; but he 
was of opinion that the anger of the Queen with France 
was a fiction, and her supposed league with France and 
Germany against Spain a fact.* Upon this point, as it appears 
from Secretary Walsiugham's lamentations, the astute Famese 
was mistaken. In truth he was frequently led into error 
by attributing to the English policy the same serpentine 
movement and venomous purpose which characterized his 
own ; and we have already seen, that Elizabeth was reody, on 
the contrary, to quarrel with the States, with France, with all 
the worid, if she could only secure the good-will of Philip. 
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.issolubly connected in iJmt monarch's 
lis npon Eijglftnd and HoUand, waa 
anxiety. He foresaw great difficulty 
spensable civil war in France, and 
might, Bome fine day, be declared 
the Huguenots, when least expected. 
46 of Guise waa becoming very im- 
bsidies. " Mucio comes beting to 
the very greatest earnestness, and 
!iitations and cries of misery.^ He 
50,000 ducata promised him. Igare 
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neceaaity.' The English, he said, were hated and abhorred 
by the natives of Eollaod and Zceland,' and it behoved Philip 
to seize 80 favourable an opportunity for urging on lu3 great 
plan with all the speed in the world. It might be that the 
Queen, seeing these mighty preparations, even although not 
BUHpeoting that she herself was to be invaded, would tremble 
for her safety, if the Netlierlands should be crushed. But if 
she succeeded in deceiving Spain, and putting Philip and 
Parma to sleep, she might well boast of having made fools of 
tliem all.^ The negotiations for peace and the preparations 
for the invasion should go simultaneously forward therefore, 
and the money would, in consequence, come more sparingly 
to the Provinces from the English coflers, and the disputes 
between England and the States would be multiplied. The 
Dnke also begged to be informed whether any terms could be 
laid down, upon which the King really would conclnde peace, 
in order that he might mate no mistake for want of inatmc- 
tions or requisite powers. The condition of France was 
becoming more alarming every day, he said. In other words, 
there was an ever-groiving chance of peace for that distracted 
country. The Queen of England was cementing a strong 
league between herself, the French King, and the Hnguenots, 
and matters were looking very serious. The impending peace 
in France would never do, and Philip should prevent it in 
time, by giving Mucio his money. Unless the French are 
entangled and at war among themselves, it is qnite clear, said 
Alexander, that we can never think of carrying out our great 
sclieme of invading England.* 

The King thoroughly concurred in all that was said and 
done by his faithful governor and general. He had no inten- 
tion of concluding a peace on any terms whatever, and there- 
fore conld name no conditions ; but he quite approved of a 

' " No ee aguardoT do ella ninguna ' " 8e podriu jaotur do haber dob 

Tirtad, una fiieme forzada de la pnra burlndu." (I!>id.) 

nooeHdad." PurmB to Philip, 12tb ' " Bia quodoi cmbanuadoB loa (Viui- 

ApriUlSW. (Arch. deSiiniuicas,M8.) ' ceaca enlied eaclaroqueno sepoJHo 

' "Oiliftdua J aborreoidos de loa ' peiuar a la efeutuwion del nei;ix!;ij." 

natoralea de Olanda j Zoliuiila." Wrma to PliUtp, 12 April. I5ST. 

(Parm;[ to Philip, M3. 1:i9t cited,] , (Arcb. do Simunciu, HS.) 
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continuaDce of the negotiationa. The English, he was con- 
rinced, were utterly false on their port, and the- King of 
Denmark'a proposition to mediate was part and parcel of tliB| 
same general fiction. He -was quite sensible of the neceesilj 
of giving Mucio the money to prevent a pacification in Fnmot 
and wonld send letters of exchange on Agostino Spin' 
the 3U0,U0() ducats. Meantime Famese was to go on s 
with his preparations for the invasion.' 

The secretary-of-state, Don Juan de Idiaquez, also i 

mo9t earnestly on the great subject ta tlie Duke. *' It ii 

to be exaggerated," he said, " how set hia Majesty is i 

all-iraportant buaineBs. If you wish to manifest towards 1 

the most flattering obedience on earth, and to oblige 1 

much as you could wish, give him this great satisfaction t 

■ gear. Since you have money, prepare everj-thing out t 

I conquer all difficulties, and do the deed so soon as the fore 

I of Spain and Italy arrive, according to the plan laid down l 

J your Excellency last year. Make um of the negotioHona J 

[ peace for this one purpose, and no more, and do the busiiiet 

like the man you are. Attribute the liberty of this advice t{ 

my desire to serve you more than any other, to my knowlec 

of how much you will thereby gratify hia Majesty, and 1 

fear of his resentment towards you, in the contrary case." * 

And, on the same day, in order that there might be i 
doubt of the royal sentiments, Philip expressed himself t 
length on (he whole subject. The dealings of Famese v 
the English, and hia feeding them with hopes of peace, ' 
have given him more satisfaction, he observed, if it had caua 
their preparations to slacken ; but, on the contrary. 



' Philip to Purmik, 15 April, 1587. 
(Arch, de Siauiuoo^ MB.J 

' " No M) puede cncuecer qunn 
puiislo oBtd Ku Mog^ oil ol ncgooio 
uriucitui (tlio iuvwLciii of Eugtuml). 
Bi V" Ei" lo quierc hneor k aiayor 
lUoDJa do Id ticm, y otiligarln h qlUiDlo 
qulnure, di lu esto conteutaln*" cste 
illo, y piles tiene dinonf propwe todo 
Id do aliii, j vono* loe diflcnltadcB y 
bnga t\ cfcto quo ■ tit-nipa llcBBri l» 



de Eapnfla y Itnlin, patn el q V" E 
diixia i-l alio poaudo. y nrvu se d ' 
tmlOB de pM poro este mumo II . 
Iluu, y huga esto hecho tnii de nidi 
ea, y atribuya V" Ex^ia libctiiiddi 
to avJH) a 111 q doaeo nrvirlc mas ql 
nadie. y a lo quu yeo que ol " 
8U Mag^ cou ello, y In que I 
senliria la oonlmrio." Don Jiwa'd 
Idiaquex to Parma, 13 Hay, iSt~ 
(Aroli. do SiiiuuiisH, MS.) 
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ixtldaess had increased. They had perpetrated the inlmnmn 
murder of the Queen of Scots, and nioreorer, not content witli 
their piracies at sea and in the Indies, they hfid dared to 
invade the ports of Spain, as would appear in the narrative 
transmitted to Fameao of the late eventa at Cadiz, Ami 
although that damage was small, said Philip, there resulted a 
very great obligation to take them seriously in hand.' He 
declined tending full powers for treating ; but in order to make 
use of the same arta employed by the English, he preferred 
that Alexander should not undeceive them, but desired him to 
express, as out of his own head, to tlie negotiators, his astonish- 
ment that while they were holding such language they should 
commit such actions. Even their want of prudence in tlius 
provoking the King, when their strength was compared to liia, 
should be spoken of by Famcse as wonderful, and he was to 
express the opinion, that his Majesty would think him much 
wanting in circumspection, should he go on negotiating while 
they were playing sndi tricks. " You must show yourself 
very seusitire about tliis event," continued Philip, " and you 
must give them to understand that I am quite as angry as 
yon. Ton must try to .draw from them some offer of satisfac- 
tion — however false it will be in reality — such as a proposal to 
recall the fleet, or an assertion that the deeds of Drake in 
Cadiz were without the knowledge and contrary to the will of 
the Queen, and tliat she very much regrets them, or something 
of that sort." * 

It has been already shown that Farnese was very successful 
in eliciting from the Queen, through the mouth of Lord 
Burghley, as ample a di-iavowal and repudiation of Sir Francis 
l>take as the King could possibly desire. Whether it would 
have the desired effect of allaying the wraUi of Philip, might 
have been better foretold, could the letter, with which we are 
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a laid upon the Greenwich conncil- 

t such a disavow-Ill," continued his 
as if entirely taken in and impow-d 
■nding to helieve everytliing they tfU 
3 negotiatioDB, proceed to name com- 
i meeting upon neutral tc-irifory.' As 
, as my governor-general, will entnist 
in regard to the Netherlands. For 
at you have liail full powers for many 
'aunot exhibit them unlil conditiona 
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able to contemplate — "witliout any intention of concImJing 
them, you can always get out of them with great lionour, \iy 
taking umbrage about the point of religion and about some 
other of the outrageous propositions which they are like to 
propose, and of which there are plenty iu the letters of Andrew 
de Loo.^ Your commiasionera must be iuatrncted to refer all 
important matters to your personal decision. The Knglisli 
will be asking for damages for money spent in assisting my 
rebels ; your commissioners will contend that damages ai'e 
rather due to me. Thus, and in other ways, time will be 
spent Your own envoys are not to know the secret any more 
than the English themselves. I tell it to you only. Thns 
yon will proceed with the negotiations, now yielding on one 
point, and now insisting on another, but directing all to the 
same object — to gain time while proceeding with the prepara- 
tion for the invasion, according to the plan already agreed 
njKm." " 

Certainly the most Catholic King seemed, in this remark- 
able letter, to have outdone himself ; and i'arnese — that siucere 
Famese, in whose loyal, truth-telling, chivahons character, 
the Queeu and her counsellors placed such implicit reliance — 
could thenceforward no longer be embarrassed as to tlie course 
ha was to adopts To lie doily, through thick and thin, and 
with every variety of circumstance and detail wliich a genius 
fertile in Hction could suggest, such was the simple rule pre- 
scribed by his sovereign. And the rule was implicitly obeyed, 
and the English sovereign thoroughly deceived. The secret 
confided only to the faithfid bretist of Alexuuder was religiously 
kept. Even the Pope was outwitted. His Holiness proposed 
to Philip the invasion of England, and ofi'ereil a million to 
further the plan. He was most desirous to be informed if the 
project was resolved upon, and, if so, when it was to be accom 



'oa mooha hooin. d^scoDcer- 

« aubre et piiuto je Lh religion 

'b Ua Jesuforailos, que elloe 

r. que huio io lou loB 

u Andre* de Uo," (US. 



dcrozado nl nuHmu fin por gnimr tietu- 
po, prepiinuido lodo con diligcDKa 
seguu la tiaza oQnaebida." &c. (Q)id.) 
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plUhfld. The King took the Pope's millkto, bnt refbaed t 
rvdy. He had» 



He a 
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desired infunnatioii. 

good will tu invade the country, he said, but there were greml 
difHrultiLis in the way.' AfUiv a time, the Pope again tried 
to pry into the matter,' and again offered the mJlliinn, whidi 
Philip liad only accepted for the time when it might be wanteii, 
giving him ut the same time to andei^tand that it vas Qui 
neceesary at tliat time, because there were then great impedi- 
meuts. " Thus he b pledged to give me the sabeidy. aiid I 
urn not pledged for the time," said Philip, " and I keep my 
secret, which is the most important of alL" ^ 

Yet, after all, Famese did not see his way clear towards the 
consummation of the plan. His army bad wofully dwiml1»], 
and before he could seriouely set about ulterior matters, it 
would he necessary to take the city of Sluya, This waa tu 
prove — as already seen^ — a most arduous enterprise. He com- 
plained to Philip' of his inadequate supplies both in men anil 
mouey. The project conceived in the royal breast was worth 
BpendiufT millions for, he said, and although by zeal and devo- 
tion he could accomplish something, yet ai^-r all he* was no 
more tlian a man, and without the necessarj' means the scheme 
could not succeed.' But Phihp, on the contrary, was in the 
highest possible spirits. He had collected more money, he 
declared, than had ever been seen before in the world.' He 
hod two million ducats in reserve, besides the Pope's million, 
the French wore in a most excellent state of division, and tlie 
invasion should bo made tliis year without fail. The Beet 
would arrive in the English chamiel by the end of the 
which would be exactly in conformity with Alexander's 
The invasion was to be threefold : from Scotland, under 



> Pliilip to ParrnB. 5 Jane, I5ST. 
(Atcb. de BimuncBS, MS.) 

' " Bo bn vuuido de rodBBT." (Ibid.) 

* " Por tunidu prendado en la ayudo, 
y (Id oo prcndumifJ jo en la tienipo, y 
iiuu poT tl Kcrelo que es la cuia prin- 
eipal.' (Ibid.) 

' Pitrmn to Pliiiip. 31 May, 1B87. 
(Arch, de Sunancas, MS.) 

' Ibid. 






* He had seat, be eaid, beadM 
regular remiltanuea, TOO.OOU duodi. 
8Di] Ihere wore thun comiug 2,30I1JMO 
ducatu additioQul— 300,000 of wliMi 
vera fur Mnofo, in cnae of rupbuw 
with the VrtMicb King. Othenriir, 
□ot a penny wai to be diverted from 
Uie gTE«t otiose. Pbilip to FaracM^ 
5 Juno, 1587. (Arcb. du Si 
MS.) 
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Scotch enrls and their foUowere, with the money and troops 
furnished by Philip ; from tlie Netherlands, under Parma ; 
and by the great Spanish armada itself, upon the Islo of 
Wight. Alexander must recommend himself to God, in whose 
canse he was acting, and then do his duty, which lay very 
plain before him. If he ever wished to give his sovereign 
satisfaction in his life, he waa to do the deed that year, what- 
ever might betide.' Never could there be so fortunate a 
conjunction of circumstances again. France waa in a state of 
revolution, the German levies were weak, the Turk was fully 
occupied in Persia, an enormous mass of money, over and 
above the Pope's million, had been got together, and although 
the season was somewhat advanced, it was certain that the 
Duke would conquer all impediments, and be the instrument 
by which his royal master might render to God that service 
which he was so anxious to perform. Enthusiastic, though 
goaty, Phih'p grasped tlie pen in order to scrawl a few words 
with his own royal hand. " This business is of siioh^port- 
anee," he said, " and it is so necessary that it sliould not be 
delayed, that I cannot refrain from urging it upon you as 
much a.s I can. I should do it even more amply, if this baud 
would allow me, wliich htm been crippled with pout thej^e 
several days, and my feet as well, and altliongb it is unattendi.'d 
with pain, yet it is an impeiliment to writing," ' 

Struggling thus agaiimt his own difficulties, and trimnphantly 
accomplishing a whole paragraph witli disabled hand, it was 
natural that the King should expect Alexander, then deep in 
the siege of Sluys, to vanquish all his obstacles as successfully, 
and to effect the conquest of England so soon as the bar\esta 
of that kingdom should be garnered. 

Sluys was surrendered at last, and the great enterprise seemed 
ripening from hour to hour. During the montlis of autunm, 
upon the very days when those loving messages, mixed witli 
geiitlt! reproaches, were sent by Alexander to Elizabeth, and 

' Philip to PunnB, 5 Judo, 1SB7. I liixlcm lo unn mas lorgninentc id me 

(Areb. di- BimancoB, MS.) diem lugor eaUx mono quo hH h'nido 

» "Imporia Innto eeso iieRocio. y \ con la goto CHtoB liiua j ]•>« pics, y 

ailn no Be dilate, quo no puwlu di'Xar i nuiiquu eslayaaiii (tolur.tmlu iinpitiidu 
a eooBig&TQBlo todo quatito puodoy I potscito." (Ibid.) 
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lonrs in which honest Andrew de Loo 
ichos by drinking the Queea's hesItH 
agny, the Duke and Philip were inter- 
nation aa to the progreee of the inva- 
ited tliat by the middle of September 
tO,000 men in the Netherlands rtmdy 
quia Santa Cruz was announced as 
lie English channel with 22,000 more, 
be 16,000 seasoned Spanish infantrj-, 
to extend the liand to Panna, and 
England which the Duke was at once 
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was made-^,800,000 ducata with 2,000,000 in reserve, of 
which he was authorized to draw for 500,000 iii advance, to 
Bay nothing of the Pope's railh'on.' 

But Alexander, while straining every nerve to obey his 
master's wishes about the invasion, and to blind the English 
ty the fictitious negotiations, was not so sanguine as his sove- 
reign. In truth, there was something puerile in the eagerness 
which Philip manifested. He had made up his ntind that 
England was to be conquered that autumn, and had en- 
deavoured — as well as lie could — to comprehend the plans 
which his ilUiBtrious general had laid down for accomjilisliing 
tliat purpose. Of course, to any man of average intellect, or, 
in truth, to any man outside a madhouse, it would seem an 
essential part of the conquest that the Armada should arrive. 
Yet — wonderftil to relate — Philij), in his impatience, absii- 
lulvly snggested that the I'like might take possepsinn of 
England teithout waitituf Jm- Santa Cruz and lus Armada. As 
the autumn had been wearing away, and there had l>een un- 
avoidable delays about the shipping in Spanish ports, the 
King thought it beet not to defer matters till the winter. 
" You are, doubtless, ready." he said to Famese. " If you 
think you can make the passage to England before the fleet 
from Spain arrives, go at once. You may be sure that it will 
come ere long to support yon. But if you prefer to wait, 
wait. The dangers of winter to the fleet and to your own 
person are to be regretted, but God, whose cause it is, will 
protect you."* 

It was easy to sit quite ont of harm's way, and to make 
iBuch excellent arrangements for smooth weather in the wintry 
channel, and for the conquest of a maritime and martial 
kingdom by a few flat Iwttoms. Philip had little diflic-tdty 
on that score, hut the affairs of France were not quite to bis 
mind. The battle of Coutras, and the entrance of the German 
find Bwias mercenaries into that coimtry, were somewhat pcr- 
.plexing. Either those ausiliarics of the Huguenots would be 
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them to this end," said the King with pioua unction, "whip]i 
is what you owe to God, iu whose service I have engaged in 
this eiiterprige, and to wliom I have dedicated the wliolo." ' 
The King of France, too — that unfortunate Ileury UI., 
against whose throne and life Philip maintained in oonafant 
pay an organized band of conspirators — was nffectionately 
adjured, tlirough the Spanish envoy in Paris, Mendoza, to 
reflect upon the advantages to France of a Catholic kiug and 
kingdom of England, in place of the heretics now in power." 

But Philip, growing more and more sanguine, as those 
visions of fresh crowns and conquered kingdoms rose before 
him in his solitary cell, had even persuaded liimself that the 
deed was already done. In the early days of December, In 
expressed a doubt whether his 14th November letter had 
reached the Duke, who by that time wa» probably in England." 
One would have thought the King addressing a tourist just 
starting on a little pleasure-excursion. And this was precisely 
the moment when Alexander had been writing those afllec- 
tionate phrases to the Queen which liad been considered by 
the counsellors at Greenwich so " princely and Christianly," 
and which Croft had pronomiced such "very good words." 

If there had been no hostile fleet to prevent, it was to be 
hoped, said Philip, that, in the name of God, tlie passnge 
had been made. "Once landed there," continued the King, 
" I am persuaded that you will give me a good account of 
yourself and, with the help of our Lord, that you will do that 
service which I desire to render to Him, and that He will 
guide our cause, which is His own, and of such great import- 
ance to His Church."* A part of the fleet would soon after 
iirrive and bring six thousand Spaniards, the Pope's million. 
And other good things, which might prove useful to Panna, 



' " Por lomarloB dcsapereibidoi. 
AJ*a lo g;uiad a ceta Sd que ea el qun 
Hole a DiuB, por cu;o aervicio lui^ lu 
principal, y oc lo utreaco." (Pliihh tu 
Vanaa. Iiut tiUd.) 

* Pliillp tu Don Bemanlino de 
Honiluuk, 4 Nov. 1587. (Arcli. de 
Sinutiu'iii, US,) 

> Pliilip tu Purmo, 11 Doc. 1G»T. 
VOL. II. 
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the deed is done, and tliat God lias blessed it, and I lun now 
expecting the news from hour to hour." ' 

But Alexander had not yet arrived iu England. The pre- 
liminaries for the conqueHt caused him more perplexity tluin 
the whole euterpriee occasioned to Philip. Ho was very 
short of funds. The five millions were not to bo touched, 
except for the expenses of the invasion. But as England 
was to bo subjugated, in order that rebellious Holland might 
be recovei-ed, it was hardly reasonable to go away leaving 
Buch inadequate forces in the Netherlands as to ensure not 
only independence to the new republic, but to hold ont 
temptation for revolt to the obedient Provinces. Yet tliis 
was the dilemma in which the Duke was placed. So much 
money had been set aside for the grand project that thore 
was scarcely anything for the regular military businesB. Tho 
customary supplies had not been sent. Parma had leave to 
draw for six himdred thousand ducats, and he was able to get 
that draft discounted on the Antwerp Exchange by consent- 
ing to receive five hundred thousand, or sacrificing sixtt^en 
per cent of tho sum.^ A good number of transports and 
Bc^ws had been collected, hut there had been a deficiency of 
money for their proper equipment, as the five millions had 
Leen very slow in coming, and were still upon the road. The 
whole enterprise was on tho point of being sacrificed, accord- 
ing to Faruese, for want of funds. Tho time for doing the 
deed bad arrived, and he declared himself incapacitated by 
poverty. He expressed his disgust and resentment in lan- 
guage more energetic than courtly, and protested that he was 
not to blame. "I always tlionght," said he bitterly, "that 
your Majesty would provide all that was necessary even in 
BUperfluity, and not limit me beneath the ordinary. I did 
;not supijoae, when it was most important to have ready money, 
that I should be kept short, and not allowed to draw certain 

' " Y on creo, que conocienda i[UO l do que qiuido itRaurdando ul avuio do 
no o» cute el ctwo lercero, ea quo ora eu irra." (lbi<L) 
BTiodeede paiar, rtiujs eiecutiidu la * PHnuB tu Philip, IS Sept. IdMT. 
empivaa, j ciunplido luio deaeo . . . . | (Arch, du Hiuiancaa, MS.) 
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gtned him eetabliebed in Greenwich Palace. When mailo 
aware of his master's preposterous expectations, Alexander 
woiiltl have been perhaps amused, had Ije not been half beside 
himself with indignation. Such folly seemed incredible. 
There was not the slightest appearance of a possihihty of 
making a passage without the protection of tlio SiJaniah fleet, 
he observed. His vesHels were mere transport-boats, without 
the least power of resisting an enemy. The Hollanders and 
Zeelanders, with one hundred and forty cruisiirs, had shut 
him up in all directions. He could neither get out from 
Antwerp nor from tSluys, There were large English slujis, 
too, cruising in tlie channel, and they were getting ready in 
tlie Netherlands and in England " most furiously." ^ The 
delays had been so great, that their secret liad been jMorly 
kept, and the enemy was on his guard. If Santa Cruz had 
come, Alexander dcclart'd that he should have already been 
in England. When he did come he should still be prepared 
to make the passage ; but to talk of sneh an attempt without 
the Armada was senseless, and he denounced the madness of 
that proposition to his Majesty in vehement and unmeasured 
terms.' His army, by sickness and other causes, had been 
reduced to one-half the nimiber considered necessary for the 
invasion, and the rebels had established regular squadrons in 
the Scheldt, in the very teeth of the forts at Lillo, Liefkena- 
hoek, Saftingen, and other points close to Antwerp, There 
wiire so many of these war-vessels, and all in such excellent 
order, that they were a most notable embarrassment to him, 
he observed, and his own flotilla would run great risk of being 
utterly destroyed. Alexander had been personally superin- 
tending matters at Sluys, Ghent, and Antwerp, and had 
strengthened with artillery the canal which ho had con- 
structed between Saa and Sluys. Meantime his fresh troops 
had been slowly arriving, but much sickness prevailed among 
tliem. The Italians were dying fast, almost all the Spaniards 
were in hospital, and the others were so crippled and worn 
OQt that it was most pitiable to behold them ; yet it was abso- 
* Pumu to PLilip. 21 DeV; I5ST. (Arch, du Simaucoa, US.l ' Ibid. 
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oee wlio were in healtli alionld accom- 
' since otherwise liis Spanish force 
10 we^ to do tho service expected 
El good number of traHsports. Not 
set — which could not stir from port, as 
nor bo of any use, on account of tbe 
ad between Dunkerk and Newpart 
various kinds fit for sea-service, one 
jottoma (pleytas), and seventy river- 
be assembled at Sbiys, whence they 
I Cruz should make his appearance — 
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curious intelligence as to the gorgeous equipment of those 
very troo]ra, with wliich the Duke was just secretly an- 
□ounciog to the King Lis iutention of making his trinmpLal 
eutrauce into the English capital. Sir Francis knew how 
many thousand yards of cramoisy velvet, how many hundred- 
weight of gold and silver embroidery, how much satin and 
feathers, and what quantity of pearls and diamonds, Fameso 
had been providing himself withal. He knew the tailors, 
jewellers, silversmiths, and haberdashers, with whom the 
great Alexander — as he now began to be called — IukI been 
dealing ; ' but when he epoke at the council-board, it was to 



' "There is pro»idod fgr liglita a 
gnat mnnlier of toroheB, and bo tem- 
peml thnt 00 wiiUt cau put them out. 
A great nuiDbtT at Uttla milts for 

S'ndiDg ooni, greut otore of bisuDit \ 
ced and rapn ealted, great number 
or auddlM uid booti, hUo there in mtule 
SOU pair of velvet shoea — red, crimson 
vulvct, ajkd in every cIoiBlcr Ihrough- 
out the conuiliy Rirut Quantity of mam 
tmulu uf oilb, white and red, wluuh are 
to be bwlgea for divem of hii gentle- \ 
men. By rooiioa of theae rows it ib 
espwted ho ia going for Engliuid. 
Thot* ia •old to the Prince by John 
Aogul, pcrgaman. ten hundred-weight 
of Toliret, gold and ntver to emhroidei 
hit kppurri witlinl. The coveriug to 
bie inuJea u moat goreoouslj embroi- 
dcT«d vritll gold and ailver, which 
carry hia bogaoge. There ia also aold 
to him by the Italian merchant at 
least G70 piecea of velviit to apparel 
liim and hia truiu. Every caplAiu bus 
reeeiveil u gift from the Prince to 
moke Iiimaelt' brave, anil for Captain 
OoiTuliai, au Ihiiian, who bntli one 
{■omot of horse. I lukVe Been with m^ 
eyoa a Buddie with the tnippiuga of his 
borse, his coot and rapier, and dagger, 
uJlHoh oMf 3,500 fVsHch omnia. <J.'J 
All their taivxt are painted of divera 
colom*. blue and wliiti', grton and 
wliite, and moat part blood-red — so 
there 1b as greiit preparation for a 
triumph ae for war, A great number 
(if English prieetB come to Antwerp 
' Dddi idl places. The comniundmcnt 
is givun U) all the churches to rend 
thu Litany daily for Ihe prosperity of 
the Prince ia his uutcrpriao. ' John 
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The same lettci conveyed olao very 
dchuled information eonoeming tlia 
naval praparatiuua by the Duke, be- 
irate intelLgcDoe in regard 
to lue progress of the armada in Oulia 
and Lisbon. 

8ir William Bnasell wrote also from 
Flnsliing conceming these prepara- 
tions in much the same stiaia ; hut it 
is wortliy of note that he considered 
Fumeae to be rather intoodiug a oovo- 
mcnt agoinat Frauoe. 

"The Prince of Panna," ho said. 
■> is maldng greet prepamtioos fur war, 
and with all expcih lion moans to mareh 
a great nnny, and for a ttiumiib, tho 
coiitB and costly apparel for his own 
body dotli exceed for embroidery, and 
boaet with jevnla ; for all the smftroj- 
derert and duimoTid-eutteri ti^ork bulh 
nigki atul dai,, aueh haste is mode. 
Five hondrcd vtlvL-t cmkhi of otic> sort 
fur loncas, and a great riuuiber of 
brave new coats nindu for hntaemen : 
30.000 men are Kauly, and gsllitr in 
Brabant and FlaudL'rs. It is anid that 
there shall he in two days lO.UOO to 
do Buiuu great exploit in thtae parts, 
iind 20.0U(J to marrA tdtA the Prince into 
Friince, and fur certain it is not known 
what way or how they ahoU mnrah, 
but all are ready at an hour'a wamiug 
— (.(MM) saddla^ 4,000 lances. 6,000 

Cuin of boots, 2.U00 bnrrels of hc-er, 
i«ouit aufficienl for a cotnp of 20.000 
men, &c. The Princo hath roceived 
a marvelluus coally garland or crown 
from (ho Pope, and is choaeu chief of 
tlie holy Ic^pie^ and now puta ia hii 
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was moch concealed trom the Argos- 
?pablic. The Plates were mure aiid 
knew iiearly all the tratb with regard 
■ ceD tbe Qneen'a government and 
cted more than tlie trutli. Tho list 
'ts privately t^reed upon between 
was kno«-D to BarneTeld, Sfanrice, 
came lo the ears of Lei<«ster. In 
;n censured by Elizatietb for opening 
abeis of the States, according to her 
;icester was rebuked for exactly tha 
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The Statee, or the leading memberB of that assembly, foctioua 
fellows, [Mistilent aud seditious knaves,' were doing their 
uttuoet, aud were Biiigirg sirens' songs ' to enchant ami dtludo 
Uie people, but they were fast losing their influtnce— so 
warmly did tlie country desiro to eouform to her Majesty's 
pleasura lie expatiated, however, upon the difficulties in his 
path. Tlie knowledge possessed by the pestilent fellows as to 
the actual position of affairs, was very mischievous. It was 
honey to Maurice aud Hohenio,'' he said, that the Queen's 
secret practices with Farneae hud thus been discovered. 
Nothing could he more marked tlian the jollity with which 
the ringleaders hailed these preparations for peace-making,* 
for they now felt certain tliat the government of their country 
bad been fixed securely in their own hands. They were 
canonized, said the Earl, for their hostility to peace." 

Should not this conviction, on the part of men who had eo 
many means of feeling the popular pulse, hove given the 
Queen's government pause. To serve his sovereign in truth, 
Leicester might have admitted a possibUity at least of honesty 
on the part of men who were so ready to offer up their lives 
for tiieir country. For in a very few weeks he was obliged 
to confess that the people were no longer so well disposed to 
acquiesce in her Majesty's policy. The great majority, both 
of the States and the |)eople, were in fivour, he agreed, of 
continning the war. The inhabitants of the little Province of 
Holland alone, he said, had avowed their determination to 
maintain their rights — even if obliged to fight single-handed — 
aud to slied the last drop in their veins, rather than to submit 
again to Spanish tyraimy." This seemed a heroic resolution, 
worthy the sympathy of a brave Englishman, but the Earl's 
only comment upon it was, that it proved the ringleaders 
"either to be traitors, or else (he most blindest asses in the 

> Same to aomc, 5 Nov. l.'igT. (S. 
P. OtRix BIS.) 

* Skme to BorgliltT, 3U Oct. 15S7. 
(Brit Mug. Golba, D. IL p. 57. MB.) 

■ Li-iceBkir lu BiirglUey, 17 Aug. 
]5»7. (.B.P. Office MS.) 

* Same to nunc. 30 Oct 1587. (BriL 
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' LeU-Mt.T lo WolsiugliBm, 9 Oct. 
1387. (8. P. Office MW.) 

" Leiuditor to BvirgKluj. 30 Ot't, 
1SS7. (Brit. Miw, OalbH, D, II. 57. MS.) 
(Inmn to tliii Quuen, U UcL ldS7. ;», 
P. Ofllce US.) 
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plpfi, on repenterl occasions, to in- 
Hohcnlo, Buys, Koorda, Saiiite Al- 
ls, had oi^anized a plot to sell their 
:a there was not the fainted evideuce, 
I which he chose to account for their 
:be peace-negotiations, and to their 
lolute power on himself. " ' Tis a 
id of people," said he, " and bent on 
emmeiit." ^ — a purpose which seemed 
th the plot for aelliug their comitry 
od in the same hreath on the same 
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old politicians to be caiigbt in such a trap, and they produced 
n brief, di'nivii up in Italian — the foreign lan^^uage best un- 
derstood by tlio Etirl— ivitb bis own corrections and inter- 
lineations, so that he was forced to admit that there had been 
no misconception,' 

Leicester at last could no longer doubt that he was uni- 
versally odious in the Provinces. Holienlo, Barneveld, and 
the rest, who had "championed Ihe country against the 
peace," were carrj-ing all before them. They had persuaded 
the people, tliat the " Queen was but a tickle stay for them," 
and had inflated young Maurice with vast ideas of bis im- 
]>ortance, tclhng him that he was "a natural patriot, the 
image of his noble father, whose memory was yet great among 
them, as good reason, dying in their cause, as he had done." ' 
The country was bent on a popnlar government, and on 
maintaining the war. There was no possibility, he confessed, 
that they would ever confer the authority on him which they 
liad formerly bestowed.^ The Queon had promised, when ho 
left England the second time, that his absence should be for 
but three mouths,* and he now most anxiously claimed per- 
mission to depart. Above all things, he deprecated being 
employed as a peace-commissioner. He was, of ail men, the 
most unlit for such a post. At the same time he implored 
the Btatustncn at home to be wary in selecting tlie wisest 
persons for that arduous duty, in order that the peace might 
be made for Queen Elizabeth, as well as for King Philip. 
lie strongly recommended, for that duty, Beale, the coimcillor, 
who with Killigrew had replaced the hated Wilkes and the 
pacific Bartholomew Clerk, "Mr, Beale, brother-in-law to 
Walsingham, is in my books a prince," said the Earl. " lie 

' Bor. UL uiiE. Si. HoofJ. "Vcr- Oieir sIntiimontB. 

votgli,' 276. VTngenata, riii. 236. • Ldcoutfr lo tho Lords, 21 Nov. 

MBtBK'n.iiT. 2G0. ConipareBcjd. ri. 1587. (S, P. 0£Bce MS.) 

HW, wbi) aiTS however Ihnt VaJk aiid ' Leicoster to Watainghom. 13 Oct 

MuDin roQld prodaee no written in- l.^S7. (8. P. Office M^.) 

triictiona ttoaa Leicveter, but tliat tlie * Iviceat«r to Burehley, 3<l 8i.]il. 

eliiiracters of snch wuU-known el*lt»- 15S7. (8. P. Offlcu JB.) 
luuu uHiTiod coiiviotioa of Uiu traUi of 
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ns and the realm, and especially her Majesty. But look for a 
sharp war, or a miserable peace, to undo others and ouraelues 
aft,r." • 

Walsingham, too, was determined not to act as a com- 
missioner. If hia failing health did not serve as an excuse, 
he should be obliged to refuse, he said, and so forfeit her 
Majesty's favour, rather than be instrutneatal in bringing 
nboat her ruin, and that of his country. Never for an instant 
had tlie Sei?retary of State faltered in his opposition t« tho 
tinud policy of Eurgliley. Again and again he had detected 
the intrigues of the I^rd-Treasurer and Sir James Croft, and 
ridiculed the " comptrollers' peace." * 

And especially did Walsinglmm bewail the implicit con- 
fidence which the Queen placed in the sugary words of 
Alexander, and the fatal parsimony which caused her to 
neglect defending herself against. Scotland;^ for he was i\a 
well informed as was Faruese himself of Philip's arrangements 
witli tho Scotch lonls, and of the suhsidies in men and money 
by which their invasion of England was to be made part of 
the great scheme. " No one thing," sighed Walsingham, 
•' doth more prognosticate an alteration of this estate, than 
that a prince of her Majesty's judgment should neglect, in 



' Leiccatet to Biirghley, 7 Not. 
1S87. (8. P. OOice MS.) 

Ai^ to Wolangham be wrote moat 
ewnestly in tlie same vein. " Our 
eaeiaiea have dealt more like politic 
mtiQ ttian we have," be add. "for it 
vaa iLlwaya agreed herctotore among 
na that ueru woa no way to niuke a 
good poacc but by a atroug war. . . . ; 
Now ii the diffcrance pnt in experience, 
for wo see the PrioDe of Parma did iint 
weaken hinuolf to tnut upon pence, 
bat hntli increased hia foruca In the 
highest degree, wliilst we talked of 
peace ; that if we break off, be might 
eitlior compel ua to his peace or be . 
beforeiiaiid with ua by the rvodiucu i 
of hia forcea Thla tnia lolrl and /ore- I 
lold, but yet no ear given nor cure | 
(akun, . . . Surely yon shall Qiid the 
Friime mtaaM no peace. I «ee vtoney I 
dalh ttmlo all — the core to keep it, (UmI | 
not npon juiit cavao to ipend it Her ; 



Hnjcsty dotli atill blame me for llio 
exponso of her treasure hero, idiieh 
dolh maka ma leta'Ti of mg Ufa : hut 
her Majeaty will run (ft* tporing anaitel 

Be then sent information aa to 
Purmu's intentions, derived irom nn 
intercepted letter of n mnn in Sir Wil- 
liam Btnnley'a reRimoul lo a piie«t in 
Kugland, "bidding bis Irinnil bo soro 
tlioy uo sliortly to be in England." 
. . . " It were better to her Mnjusty," 
ndded Leioeater, "than a million 
pounds sterling, that elie had done na 
the Duke of Parma hntli douu." Lei- 
cester to Wuiaiughiua, 7 Not. 1.587. 
(S. P.OfficeMS} 

) WaUingbam to Ixdeester, 21 Sept. 
1S87. (Btll. Mas. Giilbo, D, II. p. 78. 
H81 

• Wnlainglmra lo Leicester. 12 Ni>». 
IJJHT. (Brit. Mua. Golbo, D. II, p. 17H. 
MS.) 
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«, the stoppiug of so daiigcroiiB a 
r of our cold and ctirelcM prc^ceeding 
, maketh me to take no nnmfort of 
If Ihflt I sec, unlD.ss it shall please 
lously to preserve lis, «« cannot limtf 

?lf unaLle to counteract the policy 
rty, by expostulation or argument, 
ins and criminal project before ho 
ta are somewhat veiled in mystery ; 
1 weighty evidence, of a design to 
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miued, if possible, to obt^n possession of tlie most important 
cities in Holland and Zeeland. It was very plain to faiin, 
that he could no longer hope, by fair means, for the great 
authority onco conferred upon hiui by the free will of the 
States. It was lii^ purpose, therefore, by force and BtrfitiLgem 
to recover his lost power. We have heard the violent terms 
in wiiich both the Queen and the Earl denounced the men 
who accused the Englisli government of any such intention. It 
had been fwrnmlly denied by the States-General thot Bar- 
neveld had ever used the language in that assembly with 
wliich he had been charged, lie had only revealed to them 
the exact purport of the letter to Junius, and of the Queen's 
secret inatnictions to Leii'ester.' ^Miatever he may have 
said in private conversation, and whatever deductions he may 
have made among his intimate friends, from the admitted 
facts in the case, could hardly be made matters of record. It 
does not appear that he, or the statesmen who acted with 
him, considercl the Eari capable of a deliberate design to sell 
the cities, thus to be acquired, to Spain, as the price of peace 
for England. Certainly Elizabeth would have scorned sncJi a 
crime, and was justly indignant at rumours prevalent to that 
effect ; but the wrath of the Queen and of her favourite were 
perhaps, somewhat simulated, in order to cover their real 
mortification at the discovery of designs on the part of the 
liorl which could not be denied. Not only hud they been at 
last compelled to confess those negotiations, which for several 
ninnths had been concealed and stubbornly denied, but the 
Btill graver plots of the Eari to regain his much-coveted 
authority had been, in a startling manner, revealed. The 
leaders of the States-Geueral had a right to suspect the 
English Earl of a design to reenact the part of the Duke of 
Anjou, and were justified in taking stringent measures to 
prevent a calamity, which, as tliey believed, was impending 
over thoir little commonwealth. The high-handed dealings 
of Leicester in the city of Utrecht have becu already de- 

S..pt. 1587, bl. 253. 25i, 253, citod in Vdii Wjii, 



1587. LEICESTKIAN CONSPIRACY AT LEYDEN. 333 

CalTinists, were sbocked at the latitudinarmnigm which pre- 
Tfiiled. To the honour of the city — aa it seems to ua now — 
but, to their horror, it was even found that one or two Papists 
bad seats in the magistracy.' More than all this, there was 
a school in the town kept by a Catholic, and Adrian van der 
Werff himself — the renowned burgomaster, who had sustained 
the city during the dreadful leaguer of 1574, and who had 
told the famishing burghers that they might eat liira if they 
liked, but that they should never surrender to the Spaniards 
while be remained alive — even Adrian van der Werff had sent 
his son to this very school." To the clamour made by the 
refugees against this spirit of toleration, one of the favourite 
preachers in the town, of Arminian tendencies, had declared 
in the pulpit, that he would as lieve see the Spanisli as the 
Calvinistic inquisition established over bis country ; using an 
expression, in regard to the church of Geneva, more energetic 
than decorous.^ 

It was from Leyden tliat the chief opi>oaition came to a 
synod, by which a great attempt was to be made towards sub- 
jecting the new commonwealth to a masked theocracy; a 
scheme which the States of Holland had resisted with might 
and main. The Calvinistic party, waxing stronger in Leyden, 
although still in a minority, at last resolved upon a strong 
eETcot to place the city in the hands of that great represen- 
tative of Calvinism, the Earl of Leicester. Jacques Volmar 
a deacon of the church, Cosmo de Pescarengis, a Genoese 
captain of much experience in the service of the republic, 
Adolphus de Meetkerke, former president of Flanders, who 
had been, by the States, deprived of the seat in the great 
council to which the Earl had appointed him ; Doctor Saravia, 
professor of theology in the university, with other deacons, 
preachers, and captains, went at different times from Leyden 
to Utrecht, and had secret interviews with Leicester. 

A plan was at last agreed upon, according to which, about 
the middle of October, a revolution should be effected in 

' Bot. Kuii. 93-105. ' Ibid. I mtjo don ilo Gtncube discipliny, die 

' Ibid. *■ Lievet dsSpftonie Inqui- j ptwlnge hoen," p. 98. 

vol,, ir. z 
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as (le Maulde, who liad recently so 
;lf iu the defence of Sluys, was sta- 
a of States' troops in the city, Hu 
— ^not without reason — at the culp- 
ffhich tJje courageous efforts of tlio 
set at nought, and the place siicri- 
casily have heen relieved ; and lie 
guilt to IWauriee, Uoheulo, and the 
hardly be denied that at least an 
Leicester and his party. The young 
), to a scheme propounded to him by 
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been nccideatally arrested for dobt.' A aiilxardiiiate accom- 
plice, taking alarm, liad tlien gone before the magistrate and 
revealed the plot. Volmar and de Ifaiilde fled at once, but 
were soon arrested in the neighbourhood. President de Meet- 
kerke, Professor Saravia, the preacher Van der Wouw, and 
others most compromised, eflfected their escape.' The matter 
was instantly laid before the States of Holland by the ma- 
gistracy of Leyden, and seemed of the gravest moment. In 
the beginning of the year, the fatal treason of York and 
Stanley had implanted a deep suspicion of Leicester in the 
hearts of almost all the Nctherlanders, which could not be 
eradicated. The painful rumours concerning the secret ne- 
gotiations with Spain, and the design falsely attributed to the 
Knglish Queen, of selling the chief cities of the republic to 
Philip as the price of peace, and of reimbursement for ex- 
penses incurred by her, increased the general excitement to 
fever. It was felt by the leaders of the Slates that as mortal 
a combat lay before them with the Earl of Leicester, as with 
the King of Spain, and that it was necessary to strike a severe 
blow, in order to vindicate their imperilled authority. 

A commission was appointed by the high court of Holland, 
acting in conjunction with the States of the Provinces, to try 
the offenders. Among the commissioners were Adrian van der 
Werff, John van der Does, who had been military commandant 
of Leyden during the siege, Bameveld, and other distin- 
guished personages, over whom Count Maurice presided.' The 
accused were subjected to an impartial trial. Without torture, 
they confessed their guilt.' It is true, however, that Cosmo 
was placed within eight of the rack. He avowed Uiat hia 
object had been to place the city under the authority of Lei- 
cester, and to .effect this purpose, if possible, without blood- 
shed. He declared that the attempt was to he mado with the 
full knowledge and approbation of tho Earl, who had pro- 
mised him the command of a regiment of twelve companies, as 

' Dor, Rpjd, Meteran, M tup. I Royil snya tliat they were put to Uie 

' DmiL ' Iliid. turluro, p. 153. " Nao pijnlijke 

'' So iay Boi and Uctcren ; bat ] oadcrm^^igo." 
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CCS, if they proved successful. Lei- 
so pledged himself, in case the men, 
hould be discovered and endangered, 
em, even at the sacrifice of all his 
le lield. When a-iked if he bad any 
is Excellency to that effect, Cosmo 
s princely word wliich he hadvolun- 

confession. He, too, declared that 
he ttffkir by expr€a8 command of the 
isked if he had any written evidence 



15B7. THREE RINGLKADEUS SENTENCED TO DEATH. 337 

which was a member of the States of HoUand and of the 
United States. If the States were Bovereign, then this was a 
lesion of their sovereignty. Moreover, the oOence had been 
aggravated by the employment of United States' troops 
against the commonwealth of the United States itself. To eut 
off the heads of these prisoners was a sharp practical answer 
to the elaima of sovereignty by Leicester, as representing 
the people, and a terrible warning fo all who might, in future, 
be disposed to revive the theories of Deventer and Biirgrave. 

In the case of De Maulde the puiiishment seemed especially 
severe. His fate excited universal sympathy, and great 
efforts were made to obtain his pardon. Ho was a universal 
favourite ; he was young ; he was very handsome ; his 
manners were attractive ; he belonged to an aneient and 
honourable race. His father, the Seigneur de Mansart, had 
done great services in tlie war of independence, had been an 
intimate friend of the great Prince of Orauge, and had even 
advanced large sums of money to assist his noble efforts 
to liberate the country. Two brothers of tJie young captain 
had fallen in the service of the republic. He, too. had dis- 
tingnished himself at Ostcnd, and his gallantry during the 
recent wege of Sluys had been in every mouth, and had 
excit«d the warm applause of so good a judge of soldiership 
as the veteran Koger Williams. The scare of the wounds 
received in the desperate conflicts of that siege were fresh 
upon hia breast He had not intended to commit treason, 
but, convinced by the sophistry of older soldiers than himself, 
as well as by learned deacons and theologians, he had imagined 
himself doing his doty, while obeying tlie Earl of Leicester, If 
there wore ever a time for mercy, this seemed one, and young 
Maurice of Nassau might have remembered, that even in the 
case of the assassins who had attempted the life of his father, 
that great-hearted man had lifted up his voice — which seemed 
his dying one — in favour of those who had sought his life. 

But the authorities were inexorable. There was no hope of 
a mitigation of punishment, but a last efTort was made, nuder 
lavour of a singular ancient custom, to save the life of De 
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ht to the prisoner in his dungeon, 
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Franco, duriug tlie whole of this year of expeetotiou, was 
jtlonghed throughout its whole surface by perpetual civil war. 
The fatal edict of June, 1585, had drowned the unliappy land 
in blood. Foreign armies, called in by the various contending 
factiona, ravaged ita fuir territory, butchered its peasantry, and 
changed its fertile plains to a wilderness. The unhappy 
creature who wore the crown of Charlemagne and of Hugh 
Capet, was but tlie tool in the hands of the most profligate 
and designing of his own Biibjects, and of foreigners. Slowly 
and surely the net, spreml by the handa of his own mother, of 
his own prime minister,' of the Duke of Guise, all obeying 
the command and receiving the stipend of Philip, seemed 
closing over him. He was without friends, without power to 
know hia frienda, if he had them. In hia hatred to the Ile- 
fonuation, he had allowed himself to be made the enemy of 
the only man who could be his friend, or the friend of France. 
Allied with Iiia mortal foe, whose armies were strengthened 



<>stnict Atim n iDttor to the Queen : — 
•• Tlic Stotm have used greiit cruelty 
of late in Iieyden, aeainst three pcr- 
aona that favonretr your Mujoiitj. 
whom they put to deiMi, anil baniBhed 
twenty ollieri, whereof tlieir devoted 
bead wu odd, old Oouiit Moetkerke 
Dnolher. TbiB guutloDian cau iuFurm 
fan at it, and I wrill ncnd It, shortly, 
ut more lengUi." Lderater to tlie 
Qneon, 27 Oct. 1857. (S. P. Office 
M8.) 

This vary moas"* alluflion to w I'w- 
jKittaiit on cvcat U olaost aujipicioiu 
m itsolt when coupled with the fact 
that thu dvtiiila were ontnutMl to it 
qiooial mtKmngor to commuiiicuto by 
word of iDoutli. The Eurl knew vciy 
wi'll that Lis tnoat Btfret deHputi^ea 
were read by bis ftutngoniEls, and he 
might not bo nuwilliug to deceive 
them by the alightiiig tone of thane 
allnsioiiB in his private letters. 

Of coune, it u nuGur to place ini- 
plioil ntlisnco on the confessioas of 
priBonuTB, uuiouB to sure thinr Iitbb 
tr implicuting the powerfal goTi'nuir. 
Tot it is dilBoult to know why they 
should expctt his inU'rcoaaion if Oity 
knew themselves to be liltuling Jiis 
uliaiacter by on impadcnt GU«etiuucl. 



Moreover, an elaborate pamphlet, 
publifllit'd in defence of ihoae pereonii 
who hod effected their escape, whs 
dedicated lo tlio Earl hiiuH;1f, nnd 
coutaJned B etatenioot of the interview 
of tho ringleAders with tho Eat], 
although a strong attempt wns made 
by the wtiter to deprive thu plot of 
any criininal Dluuactcr. (Bor, HL 
xxiii. 95, leq, gives the dneutDcDl.) 
fiat the pamphlet was denoiiiiciMl and 

Erohibited in Loydeu. as nn infamuus 
bel and a tissue of blsehoudg, and it 
ia bnrdly just, Uioreforc. to put it in 
aa good pvidcnee dthot fur or against 
the EurL 

The secret intention of l-eieester 
to obliun (lOsBeaBion of certain cities, 
in order to bridle the States, and to 
make a gooil bargain for the Queen, 
should the worst uome to the wont, 
has been already shown from his 
private letters. 

' In Ocluber of this year, 1G87, 
Epemou called Villcroj, in the king's 

Eresence, " nn petit coqnin," accused 
im of buina; a stiponiBary of Philip 
IL Lind the Ceaguc, and threatened to 
spur hini as be would on obstinate 
horeo. ('L'Estoile, Rogi sire Journal 
do lienry III,' td, 1587, p. 32 ) 
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mock triumph oyer the foreign mer 
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>ber, Henry of Kavarre had at last 
r twenty-seven years of perpetual 
ey had been growing stronger and 
had met the picked troops of Henry 
Foyeuse, near the burgh of Contias. 
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Bourbon, weeping and wailing, " how much better it would 
have been." It was not easy to slay the champion of FrencJj 
Proteetantiam ; yet, to one less buoyant, the game, even «fter 
the brilliaut but fruitless victory of Coutras, might have 
seemed desperate. Beggared and outcast, with literally 
scarce a shirt to his back, witliout money to pay a corporal's 
guard, how was he to maintain an army? 

But ' Mucio ' was more Bucoessful than Joyeuse had been, 
and the German and Swiss mercenaries, who had come across 
the border to assist the Biiamese, were adroitly handled by 
Philip's great stipendiary. Henry of Valois, whoso troops 
had just been defeated at Coutraa, was now compelled to 
participate in a more fatal series of triumphs. For alas, the 
victim had tied himself to the apron-string of " Madam 
League," and was paraded by her, in triumph, before the 
eyes of his own subjects and of the world. The passage of 
the Loire by the auxiliaries was resisted, a series of petty 
victories was gained by Guise, and, at last, after it was obvious 
that the leaders of the legions had been corrupted with Spanish 
ducats, Henry allowed them to depart, rather than give the 
Balafrii opportunity for still farther successes,' 

Then came the triumph in Paris — hosannahs in the 
churches, huzzas in the public places — not for the King, but 
for Guise. Paris, more madly in love with her champion 
than ever, prostrated herself at his feet. For him picans as 
to a deliverer. Without bim tlie ark would have fallen into 
the hands of the Philistines. Fop the Valois, shouts of sconi 
from the populace, thunders from the pulpit, anatliemas from 
monk and priest, elaborate invectives from all the pedants of 
the Sorbonne, distant mutterings of excommunication from 
Borne — not the toothless beldame of modern days, but the 
avenging divinity of priest-rid raonarehs. Such were the 
results of the edicts of June. Spain and the Pojie had 
trampled upon France, and the populace in her capital 
dapped their hands and jumped for joy. " Miserable countr\', 
mberable King," sighed an illustrious patriot, " whom his own 
' Dti Tlioii. ubi lup. • L"EBtoile,' 232, 23*. 
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vitliout her instigation ; she had never received any good 
uiawer to move her to commit their sins to oblivion, nor had 
ahe remarked any amendment in their conduct. On tlie con- 
trary, she complained that tJiey daily increased their offences, 
most notoriously in the sight of the world, and in so many 
points that she lacked words to express them in one letter. 
She however thought it worth while to allude to some of their 
transgressions. She declared that their sinister or rather 
liarbaroua interpretation of her conduct had been notorious in 
perverting and falsifying her princely and Christian intentions, 
when she imparted to them tiio overtures that had been made 
to her for a treaty of peace for herself and for them witli the 
King of K]>ain. Yet although she liad required their allow- 
ance, before she would give her assent, she had been grieved 
that the world should sec what impudent untniths had been 
folded upon her, not only by their sufferance, but by their 
Bpecinl permission for her Christian good meaning towanls 
them. She denounced the statemcnte as to her having con- 
cluded a treaty, not only without their knowledge, but witli 
the sacrifice of their liberty and religion, as utterly ftdse, either 
for anything done in act, or intended in thought, by Iier. 
8ho complaineil that upon this most false ground had beeu 
heaped a number of like untniths and malicious slanders 
against her coiiaiu Leicester, wlio had hazarded his hfe, spent 
lufl substance, left his native country, absented himself from 
her, and lost his time, only for their service. It had been 
ifdaely stated among them, she said, that the Earl had come 
OTer the last time, knowing that peace had been secretly 
concluded. It was false that he had intended to surprise 
divers of their towns, and deliver them to the King of Spain. 
All such untruths containe4 matter so improbable, that it was 
most strange that any person, having any sense, could imagine 
them correct. Having thus shghtly animadverted upon their 
wilfiiluoas, unthankful ness, and bad government, and having, 
in very plain English, given tliom the lie, eight distinct and 
separate times upon a single [Mige, she proceeded to inform 
tlium that she hod recalled lier cousin Leicester, having grtat 
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for instance, was represented an apo aniothering her young 
ones to death in her embrace, with the device, " Libertas ne 
ita chara ut simiae catuli ;" while upon the reverae was a man 
1 avoiding smoke and falling into the fire, with the inBcription, 
" Fugiens fumum, incidit in ignem." ' 

Leicester found the usuaJ sunsliine at Greenwicli. All the 

I ofTorts of Norrie, Wilkes, and Buckhurst, had been insufficient 

I to raise even a doubt in Elizabeth's mind as to the wisdom 

I and integrity by which bis administration of the Provinces 

I had been characterised from beginning to end. Those who 

had appealed from his liatred to the justice of their sovereign, 

had met with disgrace and chastisement. But for the great 

£arl,the Queen's favour was a rock of adamant. At a private 

interview he threw himself at her feet, and with tears aud 

I Bobs implored her not to receive him in disgrace whom she 

I had sent forth in honour. His blandishments prevailed, as 

I they had always done. Instead, therefore, of appearing before 

I the council, kneeling, to answer such inquiries as ought surely 

I to have been instituted, he took his seat boldly among his 

I colleagues, replying haughtily to all murmurs by a reference 

I to her Majesty's secret instructions." 

The unhappy English soldiers, who had gone forth under 
his banner in midsummer, had been returning; as they best 
I might, in winter, starring, half-naked wretches, to beg a morsel 
of bread at the gates of Greenwich palace, and to be driven 
away as vagabonds, with threats of the stocks.^ Tliis was not 
the fault of the Earl, for he had fed them with hia own generous 
hand in the Netherlands, week after week, when no money 
for their necessities could be obtained from the paymasters. 
Two thousand pounds had been sent by Elizabeth to her 
soldiers when sixty-four thousand pounds arrearage were due,* 
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• Memorial, iu Burghley's own 

I, Nov. 1567. (8. P. Office MS.) 

"She woqIiI by no meaiw yiulii to 

' DTcrBiiygreateremntlunZOOOr., 
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Sliirley, and mjwlf, did let her uQili'r- 
Btuid that there woa due unio tlie 
Boldicra serving Uiuro thu first of July 
Wl 44,U0OI.,BDd before it i>otilJ nrrivs 
tbere. at llie lonst 61.0001." W&tainij- 
ham to LeiceHt^r, t4Aiig. 1587. (Br, 
Mug. Gulbu, D. I. p. 253, US.) 
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ELggerate the misery to which these 
-witnesses of their ovra nation, were 

appointed to the command of what 
,«natoi troops, upon the Earl's de- 

t)f the Netherlands remained undis- 
eiccster resigned his commission b)- 

December, which, however, never 

till April of the following year.' 

e government of the republic main- 

nVh the fl.«.«,=nihlv had elaimed for it 
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Hia language was not that of a youfli, wlio, according to 
Leiceet^rs repeated insiiitiatious, was leagued with the moet 
distinguished soldiers and statesmen of the Netherlands to 
sell their country to Spain. 

But Elizabeth was not to be convineed. She thought it 
extremely probable that the Provinces woidd be invaded, and 
doubtless felt some anxiety for England. It was unfortunate 
that tbe possession of Sluys had given Alexander such a point 
of vantage, and there was moreover a fear tliat he might taki* 
possession of Ostend. She bad, therefore, already recom- 
mended that her own troops should be removed from thiit 
L'ity, that its walls should be razed, its marine bulwarks 
destroyed, and that the ocean should be let in to swallow the 
devoted city for ever — the inhabitants having been previously 
allowed to take their departure. For it was assumed by her 
Majesty that to attempt resistance would be idle, and that 
Ost^-nd could never slanJ a siege.' 

The advice was not taken, and before the end of her reign 
Elizabeth was destined to see this indefensible city — only fit, 
in her judgment, to bo abandoneil to tbe waves — become 
memorable, throughout all time, for the longest, and, in many 
respects, the most remarkable siege which modern history has 
recorded, the famous leaguer, in which the first European 
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(S. P. Office M8.) 

> Queeti to LoicuBliT, B Nov. 1SS7. 
in Biirgliky's luind. (B. P. Office 
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waa snpposed by tlie Netherlandere to be secretly deairoua of 
accepting the eovereigDty of the Provinces, provided she were 
made sure, by the Earl's experience, that they were competent 
to protect themselves. But this suspicion was unfounded. 
'J'ho result of every investigation showed the country so full 
of resources, of wealth, and of military and naval capabilities, 
that, united with England, it would have been a source of great 
revenue and power, not a burthen ami an expense. Yet, when 
convinced of such facta, by the statistics which were iiberally 
laid before her by her confidential agents slie nevur mani- 
fested, either in public or private, any intention of accepting 
the sovereignty. This being her avowed duterminatiou, it 
was an error on the part of the States, before becoming 
thoroughly acquainted with the man'a cJtaracter, to confer 
ui»on Leicester the almost boundless authority which they 
granted on his first arrival. It was a still graver mistake, on 
the part of Elizabeth, to give way to such explosions of fury, 
both against the governor and the Stntes, when informed of 
the offer and acceptance of that authority. The Earl, elevated 
by the adulation of others, and by his own vanity, into an 
almost sovereign attitude, saw himself chastised before the 
world, like an aspiring lackey, by her in whose favour be had 
felt most secure. He found hima-lf, in an instant, liunibled 
and ridiculous. Between himself and the Queen it was aonie- 
thiiig of a lovers' quarrel, and he Boon found balsam in the 
tiaud that smote him. But though reinstated in authority, 
he was never again the object of reverence in the land be was 
attempting to ride. As he came to know the Nolherlandera 
better, he recogniwed tlie great capacity which their stjttesmen 
(;oncealed under a plain and nometimea a plebeian exterior, 
aud the splendiii grandee hated, where at first he had only 
despised. The Netherlandora, too, who had been nseil to look 
up almost with woreliip to a plain man of kindly manners, in 
felt hat and bargeman's woollen jacket, whom they called 
" Father William," did not appreciate, as they ought, the mag- 
nilicence of the stranger who bad been sent to govern them. 
The Earl was Imndsome, quick-witted, bravo; but be was 
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lor capable in the field. He was 
lionnU', ami revengeful, lie laleiS 
lite. It wna soon obvious tliat no 
jf action eoiitd exist between Iiim 

Hollanders. Ho had the fatal 
nly the persona who flattered him. 
f charscter, sense of humour, and 

he recognised the power of the 
. and sought to gain them. So long 
13 loud in their praises. They w«re 
languaged, big fellows, such as were 



1587. RESULTS OF LEICESTER'S ADMINISTHATION. 351 

exposed bis life for him, tiiid was always prond of beiDg bis 
faithful, unquestioning, humble (idliordiit. With jjeriiajis this 
single exeei)tioii, Leicester found himself, at the end of his 
second 1«rm in the Proviiicies, without a single friend and with 
few respectable partisans. Subordinate mischievous intriguers 
like Deventer, Junius, and Otheman, were his chief advisers 
and the instruments of his schemes. 

With such qualifications it was hardly possible — even if 
the current of aflairs had been flowing smoothly — that he 
should prove a successful governor of the uew republic. But 
when the numerous errors and adventitious circumstances are 
considered — for some of which he was respousible, while of 
others he was the victim — it must be esteemed fortunate tliat 
no great catastrophe occurred. His immoderate elevation, 
his sadden degradation, his controversy in regard .to the 
sovereignty, his abrupt departme for England, his protracted 
absence, his mistimed return, the secret instructions for Ida 
second administration, the obstinate parsimony and per- 
sistent ill-temper of the Queen— who, from tlie beginning to 
the end of the Earl's government, never addressed a kindly 
word to the Netherlanders, but was ever censuring and brow- 
beating them in public stafe-papei-s and private epistles — the 
treason of York and Stanley, above all, the disastrous and 
concealed negotiations with Parma, and the desperate attempts 
upon Amsterdam and Leyden — all placed him in a most un- 
fortunate position from first to last. IJut he was not compe- 
tent for hid post under any cimimstances. lie was not the 
statesman to deal in policy with Buys, Barneveld, Oriel, 
Siiinte Aldegonde ; nor the soldier to measure himself t^vinat 
Alexander Farnese. Hia administration was a failure ; 
and although he repeatedly hazarded his life, and poured 
out his wealth in tlieir behalf with an almost uuequidlud 
liberality, he could never gain the hearts of the Nether- 
landers. English valour, English intelligence, English Inilh- 
fulness, English generosity, were endearitig England more 
and more to Holland. The statesmen of both countries were 
brought into closest union, and learned to appreciate and to 
2 A 2 
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I tlipy recognized that the fate (if 
eahlis was iiidissolubly united. But 
alsiiigham, Drake, Raleigh, Wilkes, 
ighby, Williams, Vere, Rusaell, and 
t under their haoDers or their coiiu- 
and in every beleagiieretl town in 
tlie universal si)irit and sagacity ol' 
9 grand crisis of its fate, that tht^e 
ring; not to the Earl of Leicester, 
liis administration — to Queen Etizn- 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

niplitseipa lu lo tlie Ycal ISSB — DialTimted Condition of tlio DuU'li KujiuMic 

— Willougliby tolui!tantly taki^a Commaud — English CommiMioncrs ctiino 
to Oateiul^ Becretu? Oamior and Boliert Cecil — Cecil Hccompiuiiuii Dnle 
lo Ghent — And flnda the DeBolatitio coiaplete — Interview of Dale and 
C>H!il Vfitb Pnima — His fervent ExpreBSJons in &Tour of Peace — Cucil 
makci! a Tour in Flanders — And Bees much that is remarknblo — 
IntiTViews of Dr. Kogera with I'annft — Wonderful Harnngnea <it tlio 
Envoy — Eitmordinury Amenity of Aleiamler — With whioli Hogi're is 
mnch toat-lied — The Qocen not pltaiBod vritli her Envoy — Credulity of 
the English CommissioncrB — OeremoninoB Meeting of all the Envoys — 
Consammiito Art in waedng Time — Long DispatcB about Cummiaaioiis 

— The Bpuiush. ComiuiBsions meant to deceivo — ^ Disputes about Ccssn- 
tion of AimH — Spanish Duplicity and ProciBHtination — Pedantry uiid 
Credulity of Dr. Dale — The Papol Boll and Dr. Allan's Pmnphlet — Dale 
soot to auk Eiplamitiona — Parmn denies all Knowledge of either — Croft 
believe* to llio Inst in Aleiander — Dangerous Discord in Norlli Holland 

— Leicester's BeBiguation arrives — Enmity of Willougliby and Manrice — 
WiUoughby's dark Picture of Affiiirs — Hatred between Sbitea and Lei- 
oestrians — Huuricu's Answer to the Queen's Ctiat^e — End of Bonoy'a 
BebelUon — Philip fumenls the Civil War in France — Lengoe's ThreHlB 
nnd Plots agtunst Heury — Mucio urnvcB in Paris — He is received wlHi 
Eutbusiaani^The King flies, and Spain triumphB in Paris — Statea 
expostulate with the Queen — English fituteamcn still deceived — - 
DuputicB &om Nptherlonil Churches — Hold Conference with the Qucon 

— And present longHomerialB — More Conversations witli the Queen — 
National Spirit of England and Hollund — Dissatisfaction with Queen's 
ConiBo — Bitter Complaints of Lord Howard^ Want of Preparation in 
Army and Novy — Sanguine Statements of Leicester — Activity of Parma 

— The punhil Suspense continues. 

The year 1588 had at last arrived — that falal year concern- 
ing whicli the German astrologers — moro tban a ceutury 
before — had prognosticated such dire events.' As the epoch 
ajiproachcd it waa firmly believed by many that the end of 
the world was at hand, while the least superstitions could not 
douht that great calamities were impending over the nations. 
Portents observed during the winter and in various parts of 
Europe carae to increase the prevailing panic. It rained 
blood in Sweden, monstrous births occurred in France, and at 
Weimar it was gravely reported by eminent chronick-rs that 
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The coneequencea were immediate and disastrous. All the 
Leicestrians refused to obey the States-General. Utrecht, 
the stronghold of that party, announced its unequivocal inten- 
tion to annex itself, without any conditions whatever, to tlie 
Knglish crown, wliile, in Holland, young Maurice was solemnly 
installed stadholder, and captain -general of the Provinces, 
nuder the guidance of Hohenlo and Barnoveld. But his 
authority was 0[)enly defied in many importaut cities within 
his jurisdiction by military chieftains who had talfcn the oaths 
of allegiance to Leicester as governor, and who refused to 
renounce fidelity to the man who had deserted their country, 
bat who had not resigned his authority. Of these mutineers 
Ihe most eminent was Diedrich Sonoy, governor of North 
Holland, a soldier of mnch experience, sagacity, and courage, 
who had rendered great services to the cause of liberty and 
Protestantism, and had defaced it by acts of barbarity which 
liod made his name infamous. Against this refractory chief- 
tain it was necessary for Hoheiilo and Maurice to lead an 
armed force, and to besiege him in his stronghold — the im- 
portant city of Medenblik — which he resolutely held for 
Leicester, although Leicester had definitely departed, and 
which he closed against Maurice, although Maurice was the 
only representative of order and authority within the dis- 
tracted commonwealth. And thus civil war had broken out 
in the little scarcely-organized republic, as if there were not 
dangers and bloodshed enough impending over it from abroad. 
And the civil war was the ncessary consequence of the Earl's 
departure. 

The English forces — reduced as they were by sickness, 
famine, and abject poverty — wore but a remnant of the brave 
and well-seasoned bands which liad faced the Spaniards with 
success on so many battle-fields. 

The general who now assumed chief command over them — 
by direction of Leicester, subsequently confirmed by the 
Queen — was Lord Willoughby. A daring, splendid dragoon, 
an honest, chivalrous, and devoted scr\-ant of his Queen, a 
ponscientious adherent of Leicester, and a firm believer in liis 
capacity and character, ho was, however, not a man of sufli- 
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the finest reyrmril losea his best coat as well as the poorest 
sheep." ' He was also a Btmng Ijeicestriaii, aiid had imbibed 
much of the Earl's resentment against the leading politieiaiis 
of the States. Willoughby was sorely iu need of counsel. 
That shrewd and honest Welshman — Roger Williams — was, 
for the moment, absent. Another of the same race and cha- 
racter commanded in Bergen-op-Zoom, but was not more 
gifti-d with itdininistrative talent than the general himself. 

" Sir Thomas Morgan is a very sufficient, gallant gentle- 
man," said Willongliby, " and in tnitli a very old soldier ; hut 
we both have need of one that can botli give and keep coun- 
sel better than ourselves. For action he is undoubtedly very 
able, if there were no other means to conquer but only to 
give blows." ' 

In brief, the new commander of the English forces in the 
Netherlands was little satisfied with the States, with the 
enemy, or with himself; and was inclined to take but a dismal 
view of the disjointed commonwealth, which required so in- 
comj^tent a person as he professed liimself to be to set it right. 

" Tia a shame to show my wants," he said, " but too great 
a fault of duty that the Queen's reputation be frustrate. What 
is ray slender experience 1 What an honourable person do I 
BUGceed ! What an encumbered popular state is left ! What 
witiiered sinews, which it passes my cunning to restore ! Wliat 
an enemy in head greater than heretofore ! And wherewithal 
should I sustain this burthen ? For the wars I am fitter to 
obey than to command. For the state, I am a man prejudi- 
cated in their opinion, and nut the better liked of them that I 
have earnestly followed the general, and, being one that 
wants both opinion and esiwrience with them I have to deal, 
and means to win more or to maintain that which is left, 
wliat good may be looked for?"* 

The supreme authority — by the retirement of Leicester — 
was once more the subject of dispute. As on his finst de- 
parture, so also on tliis liis second and final one, he had left a 

' Smno Ui Burghlpy. 16 July. 1587. I ' Will..n«bl.y to BurBU«j, 18 N.,v. 
(Br. Mum, (hWm. D. 1. n. iO. MS.) I&87. (Br.Mui. Oiklbu, D, IL 210. HH.) 
'WiUouslihytoBurgliky.liifltoiU'd, | 
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the Netherlands in February.' The commissioners appoinlcd 
on tiie part of Famese were Count Aremberg, Champagny, 
Richardot, Jacob ]^[aa8, and Secretary Gamier. 

If history has ever furnished a lesson, liow an unscropuloiis 
tyrant, who has determined upon enlarging his own territories 
at the expense of liis neighbours, upon suppressing human 
freedom wherever it dared to manifest itself, with fine phrases 
of religion and order for ever in liis mouth, on deceiving liis 
friends and enemies alike, as to his Defartous and almost in- 
credible designs, by means of perpetual and colossal false- 
hoods ; and if such lessons deserve to be pondered, as a source 
of instruction and guidance for every age, then certainly the 
aecret story of the negotiations by which the wise Queen of 
England was beguiled, and her kingdom brought to the vei^e 
of ruin, in the spring of 1588, is worthy of serious attention. 

The English commissioners arrived at Ostend. With them 
came Robert Cecil, youngest son of Lord-Treasurer Burghley, 
then twenty-five years of age. Ho had no official capacity, 
but was sent by his father, that he might improve his diplo- 
matic talents, and obtain some information as to the condi- 
tion of the Netherlands. A slight, crooked, hump-backed 
young gentleman, dwai^ish in stature, but with a face not 
irregular in feature, and thoughtful and subtle in expression, 
with reddish hair, a thin tawny beard, and large, pathetic, 
greenish-coloured eyes, with a mind and manners already 
trained to courts and cabinets, and with a ditiposition almost 
ingenuous, as comparL-d to tlio massive dissimulation with 
which it was to be contrnated, and with what was, in aft«r- 
times, to constitute a portion of his own cliaracter, Cecil, yonng 
as he was, could not be considered the least important of the 
envoys. The Queen, who loved proper men, called him " her 
pigmy ;" and " although," he observed with whimsical courtli- 
ness, " I may not find fault with the sporting name she gives 
me, yet «a-'ni I only not to mUlike it, becaaae she gives it," ' The 
strongest man among them was Valentine Dale, who had 

1 Cuwdon. III. 107. 
' B. Cecil to Burghluj. ^" Fub. I5S8. [8. P. Ofli™ MS.) 
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dinner, wa« accompanied to Ids lodgings liy Dr. Rogers and 
otlier gentlemen, witL wliom — especially with Cecil — he held 
macli conversation. 

Knowing that this young geotlemau "wanted not an ho- 
nourable fstlier," the Secretary was very desirous that he should 
take this opportnnity to make a tour through the Provinces, 
examine the cities, and especially "note the miserable ruins 
of the poor coiuitry ant) people." He would then feelingly 
perceive how much they had to answer for, whose naad rebel- 
lion against their sovereign lord and master had caused so 
great an effneion of blood, and the wide desolation of such 
goodly towns and territories. 

Cecil probably entertained a suspicion that the sovereign 
lord and master, who had been employed, twenty years long, 
in butchering his subjects nnd in ravaging their territory to 
feed his exeeutionere and soldiers, might almost be juatified 
in treating human beings as beasts and reptiles, if they had 
not at last rebelled. He simply and diplomatically answered, 
however, that he could not but concur with the Secretary in 
lamenting the misery of the Provinces and people so utterly 
despoiled and mined, but, as it might ha matter of dispute, 
" from what head this fountain of calamity was both fed and 
derivetl, ho would not enter farther therein, it being a matter 
niHch too high for liis capacity." He expressed also the hope 
that the King's heart might sympathize with that of her 
Majesty, in earnest compassion for all this suffering, and in 
determination to compound their diiTerences.' 

On the following day there was some conversation with 
(iamier, on preliminary and formal matters, followed in the 
evening by a dinner at Lonl Cobham's lodgings — a banquet 
which the forlorn condition of the country scarcely permitted 
to be luxurious. '* We rather pray here for satiety," said Cecil, 
" than ever think of variety." ' 

It waa hoped by the Englishmen that the Secretary would 
take his departure after duiner ; for the governor of Osteml, 
Bir John Couway, had on uneasy sensation, during his visit, 

' O'cil U< Biif)(l(l.>y, MS. IubI c-il«1. ' Ihiil. 
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Tliat young gentleman had already been mucli impressed 
by the forlorn osjiect of the ronutry about Ostend — fur, al- 
though the town was itself in possession of the English, it was 
in the midst of the enemy's territory. Since the foil of Shiys 
the Spaniards were ma-stera of all Flandere, save this one 
much-coveted poiiit. And although the Queen had been dis- 
posed to abandou that city, aad to snlTer tlie ocean to ovcr- 
wbelm it, rather tlmn that she should be at charges to defend 
it, yet its posaessioii was of vital consequence to tlie English- 
Dutch cause, as time was ultimately to show. Meanwhile the 
position was already a very important one, for — according to 
the predatorj' system of warfare of the day — it was an ex- 
cellent starting-point for those marauding expeditions against 
persons and property, in wliieh neitlier the Dutch nor English 
were less skilled than the Flemings or Spaniards. " The land 
oil about here," said Cecil, " is so devastated, that where the 
open country was wont to be covered with kine and sheep, it 
is now fuller of wild btiars and wolves ; whereof mimy come 
BO nigh the town that the sentinels — tbree of whom watch 
every night upon a sand-hill outside the gates — have had them 
in a dark night upon them ere they were aware." ' 

But the garrison of Ostend was quite as dangerous to the 
peasants aud the country squires of Flanders, as were the 
volves or wild boars ; aud many a pacific individnal of retired 
Iiabita, and with a remnant of property wortli a ransom, was 
doomed to see lumself whisked from his seclusion by Conway's 
troopers, and made a compulsory guest at the city. Prisoners 
were brought in from a distance of sixty miles ; and there was 
one old gentleman, " well langnaged," who " confessed merrily 
to Cecil, that when tlie soldiers fetched him out of his own 
mansion-house, sitting safe in his study, lie was as little in fear 
of the garrison of Ostend as ho was of the Turk or the devil." ' 
and desnlute, poneMcd, 1 any, with 
nnlTca. wild bonrs. and fuxes— a gtcnt 
tcatimony of the wmth of Oml," &p. 
&a. Or. Rogers tn the Queen, April. 
15S8. (S. P. Office MS.) 

» Cecil to BuT^Lloy, -^^ Morch, SIB. 
nlroivly cilcd. 
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their path were awarming witk the freebooters of Zceland, who 
were " ever at hand," says Cecil, " to have picked our purses, 
hut that they desL'ried our convoy, and so saved themselves in 
the wixxls." Sitting on horseback ten lioura without alighting, 
under such circumstances as these, was not luxurious for a 
fragile little gentleman like Queen Elizabeth's "pigmy;" 
especially as Dr. Dale and himself Iiad only half a rod herring 
between them for luncheon, aud supped afterwards upon an 
orange,' Tlie envoy protested that when they could get a 
couple of eggs a piece, while travelling in Flanders, " they 
thought they fared like princes." ' 

Nevertheless Cecil and himself fought it out manfully, and 
when they reached Ghent, at five in the evening, they were 
met by their acquaintance Gamier, and escorted to their 
lodgings. Here they were waited upon by President Richardot, 
" a tall gentleman," on behalf of the Duke of Parma, and then 
left to their much-needed repose. 

Nothing could be more forlorn than the country of the 
obedient Netherlands, through which their day's journey had 
led them. Desolation had been the reward of obedience. 
" The misery of the inhabitants," said Cecil, " is incredible, 
both without the town, wliere all things are wasted, houses 
spoiled, and grounds unlaboured, and also, even in these 
great cities, where they are for the most part pool' beggars 
even in the fairest houses," ^ 

And all tliis human wretchedness was the elaborate 
work of one man — one dull, heartier bigot, living, far 
away, a life of laborious e-ose and solemn sensuality; and, 
in reality, almost as much removed from these fellow- 
creatures of his, whom he called his subjects, as if he had 
been the inhabitant of another planet. Has history many 
more instructive warnings against the horrors of arbitrary 
government — against the folly of mankind in ever tolerating 
the rule of a single irresponsible indiridual, tlian the lesson 
furnished by the life-work of that CTOwned criminal, Philip 
the Second? 

' Dale to BurgLlij". ^' fflnrch, 1388. (S. V. OfScB MS.) ' Ibiil ' Tliid, 
VOL. II. 2 B 
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grandeur of Alexander's lodgings, and made un- » Mareh, 
favourable and rather unreasonable comparisons 
between them and the splendour of Elizabeth's court. They 
passed through an ante-chamber into a dining-room, thence 
into an inner chamber, and next into the Duke's room. In 
the ante-chamber stood Sir William Stanley, the Deventor 
traitor, conversing with one Blockett, au Englishman, long 
resident in Flanders. Stanley was meanly dressed, in the 
Spanish fashion, and as young Cecil, passing through the 
chamber, looked him in the face, he abruptly turned from him, 
and pulled his hat over his eyes. " 'Twaa well he did so," 
Baid tliat young gentleman, " for hia taking it oil' would hardly 
have cost me mine." ^ Cecil was informed that Stanley was 
to have a commandery of Malta, and was in good favour witli 
the Duke, who was, however, quite weary of his mutinous and 
disorderly Irish regiment.* 

In the bed-chamber, Famese — accompanied by the Marquis 
del Guasto, the Marquis of Keuty, the Prince of Arembeig, 
President Kichardot, and Secretary Cosimo — received the 
envoy and his companion. " Small and mean was the furni- 
ture of the chamber," said Cecil ; " and although they attribute 
this to his love of privacy, yet it is a sign that peace is the 
mother of all honour and state, as may best be perceived by 
the court of England, which her Majesty's royal presence doth 
BO adorn, as that it exccedeth this as far as the sun snrjiassetli 
in light the other stars of tlie firmament." ^ 

Here was a compliment to the Queen and her upholsterers 
drawn in by the ears. Certainly, if the first and beat fniit of 
the much-longed-for peace were only to improve the fumiiuro 
of royal and ducal apartments, it might be as well perhaps for 
the war to go on, while the Queen continued to outshine all 
the stars in the firmament. But the budding courtier and 
statesman knew that a personal compliment to Elizabetli 
could never he amiss or ill-tuned. 

The envoy delivered the greetings of her Majesty to the 
Duke, and was heard with great attention. Alexander at- 
■ CccU lu Burglile;, MS. lost citcU. ' Ibid. > ILi.I. 
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gofxi aOection which the Duke had manifested to the Queeu 
and in the blessed cause of peace. He waa well aware that 
her Majesty esteemed him a prince of great hononr and virtue, 
and that for this good work, thus auspiciously begun, no man 
, could po^ibly doubt that her Majesty, like himself, was must 
zealously afi'ected to bring all things to a perfect peace. 

The matters discussed in this first interview were only in 
regard to the place to be appointed for tlie coming con- 
ferences, and the exchange of powers. The Queen's commis- 
sioBers had expected to treat at Ostend. AJexander, on the 
contrary, was unable to listen to such a suggestion, aa it would 
be utter dereliction of his master's dignity to send envoys to 
a city of his own, now in hostile occupation by her Majesty's 
forces. The place of conference, therefore, would be matt«r 
of future consideration. In respect to the exchange of powers, 
Alexander expressed the hope that no man would doubt as to 
the production on his commissioners' part of ample authority 
both from himself and from the King.' 

Yet it will be remembered, that, at this moment, the Duke 
had not only no powers from the King, but that Philip had 
most expressly refused to send a commission, and that he fully 
expected the negotiation to be superseded by the invasion, 
before the production of tlie powers should become indis- 
pensable. 

And when Famese was speaking thus fervently in favour 
of peace, and parading his word and his honour, the letters 
lay in his cabinet in that very room, in which Philip expressed 
his conviction that his general was already in Lonilon, that 
I the whole realm of England was already at the mercy of 
a Spanish soldiery, and that the Queen, upon whose perfections 
Alexander had so long yearned to gaze, was a discrowned 
captive, entirely in her great enemy's power. 

Thus ended the preliminary interview. On the following 
Monday, 1 1th March, Dr. Dale and his attendants made tho 
best of their way back to Ostend, while young Cecil, , | m„,^|,, 
with a safe conduct from Chamiwjgny, set forth on a '^^''■ 
, iittlu tour in Flanders. 

' Cl^cU to Biiro'lilfy.MS. kat ciUd. 
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ppotracted war. Eight hundred thousand doliara monthly, 
so Lanfranchi informed Cecil, were the cost of the forces on 
the footing then established. Tliig, however, was probably an 
exaggeration, for the royal account-books showed a leas for- 
midable sum,' although a sufSciently large one to appal a leaa 
obstinate bigot than Philip. But what to him were the ruin 
of the Netherlands, the impoverisliment of Spain, and the 
downfall of her ancient grandeur, compared to the glory of 
establishing the Inquisition in England and Holland ? 

While at dinner in Lanfranchi's hotiac, Cecil waa witness 
to anotlier characteristic of the times, and one which afforded 
proof of even more formidable freebooters abroad than those 
for whom the bailiff of Waasland had erected his gibbets. 
A canal-boat had left Antwerp for Brussels that morning, and 
in the vicinity of the latter city had been set upon Jjy a 
detachment from the English garrison of Bergen-op-Zootn, 
and captured, with twelve prisoners and a freight of 60,000 
florins in money. " Tliis struck the company at the dinner- 
table all in ft dump." said Cecil. And well it might ; for tho 
property mainly belonged to thenaselves, and they forthwith 
did their best to have the marauders waylaid on their return. 
But Cecil, notwithstanding his gratitude for the hospitality of 
ILonfranchi, sent word next day to the garrison of Bergen of 
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peace agHiDst the advice of all the leading statesmen of the 
Netherlands, and the sharp rebukes perjietuiilly admiuiatered 
by her, in consequence, to the young stadholder and all his 
supporters, had not tended to produce the most tender feelings 
upon their part towards the English government, it was not 
surprising that the handsome soldier should look askance at 
the crooked httle courtier, whom even the great Queen smiled 
at while she petted liijn. Cecil was very angry with Maurice. 

" In my life I never saw worse behariour," he said, " except 
it were in one lately come from school. There is neither 
outward appearance in him of any noble mind nor inward 
virtucL" ' 

Although Cecil bad consumed nearly the whole month of 
March in his tour, he bad been more profitably employed tban 
were the royal commissioners during the same period at 
Odtend. 

Never did statesmen know better how not to do that which 
they were osteneibly occupied in doing than Alexander Farnese 
and hia agents, Champagny, Kichardot, Jacob Maas, and 
Gamier. The first pretext by wliich much time was cleverly 
poDsumed was the dispute as to the place of meeting. Doctor 
Dale had already expressed hia desire for Ostend as the place 
of colloquy. " 'Tis a very slow old gentleman,* this Doctor 
Dale," said Alexander ; " be was hero in the time of Madam 
my mother, and has also been ambassador at Vienna. I liave 
received him and hia attendants with great courtesy, and held 
out great hopes of peace. We had conversationa about the 
pkce of meeting. He wishes Ostend : I object. The first 
conference will probably be at some point between that place 
and Newport." ^ 

The next opportunity for discussion and delay was afl'orded 
by the question of powers. And it must be ever borne ui 
mind that Alexander was daily expecting the arrival of the 
invading fleets and armies of Spain, and was holding himself 

■ OMil toBw^hlcjr, '*Hareh, 156S. I Fliilip O., SO Bfurcli, l.'iSS. (Arcb.de 

IB. P. OBleo MS.) ^'fTT' *^'* 
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Doctor Rogers, who, it miglit please him to know, was so much 
moved with the pitiful case of these countries, as also that 
which of war was sure to ensue, that 1 wished, if my body 
were fiill of rivera of blood, the same to be poured forth to 
satisfy auy tliat were blood-thirsty, so there might an assured 
peaco follow," ' 

His Highness, at any rale, manifesting no wish to drink of 
such sanguinary streams — even had the Doctsr'a body con- 
tained them — Rogers became calmer. He then descended 
from rhetoric to jurisprudence and casuJstr)', and argued at 
intolerable length the propriety of commencing the con- 
ferences at Ostend, and of exhibiting mutually the commissions. 

It is quite unnecessary to follow him as closely as did 
Famese. Wbeu he had finished the firet part of his oration, 
however, and was "addressing himself to the second point," 
Alexander at last interrupted the torrcTit of his eloquence. 

" He said that my divisions and subdivisions," wrote the 
Doctor, " were perfectly in his remembrance, and tliat he would 
first answer the first point, and afterwards give audience to 
the second, and answer the same accordingly." 

Accordingly Alexander put on his hat, and begged the 
envoy also to be covered. Then, " with great gravity, as one 
inwardly much moved," the Duke took up his pait in the 
dialogue. 

" Signer Ruggieri," said he, " yon have propounded unto 
me speeches of two sorts: the one proceeds from Doctor 
Bi^gieri, the other from the lord ambassador of the most 
Efltene Queen of England. Touching the first, I do give you 
my hearty thanks for your godly speeches, assuring you that 
though, by reason I have always followed the wars, I cannot 
be ignorant of the calamities by you alleged, yet you have 
so truly represented the same before mine eyes as to effectuate 
in me, at this instant, not only the confirmation of mine o\vn 
disposition to have peace, but also an assurance that this treaty 
shall take good and speedy end, seeing that it hatb pleased 
tiod to raise up such a good instrument as you are." ' 
' Itngna to tilt Qnecn. M8. before cited. ' lUd. 
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commission, because, imfortmiately, he hod no commisBion to 
produce. A comfortable argument on the subject, however, 
would, Eoue the leas, consume time. 

Three hours of this work brought them, exhausted and 
hungry, to the liour of noou and of dinner. Alexander, with 
profuse and smiling thanks for tlie envoy's plain dealing and 
eloquence, assured him that there would have been peace long 
ago " had Doctor Sogers always been the instrument," and re- 
gretted that he was himself not learned enough to deal credit- 
ably with him. He would, however, send Bicliardot to bear 
him company at table, and chop logic with him afterwards. 

Nest day, at the same hour, the Duke and Doctor had 
another encounter. So soon aa the envoy made his appear- 
ance, he found himself *' embraced most cheerfully and 
femiliarly by hia Alteza," who. then entering at once into 
business, asked as to the Doctor's second point.' 

The Doctor answered with great alacrity. 

" Certain expressions have been rei>orled to her Majesty," 
said he, " as coming both from your Highness and from 
Kichardot, hinting at a possible attempt by the lung of 
Spain's forces against the Queen. Her Majesty, gathering 
that you are going about belike to terrify her, commands me 
to inform you very clearly and very expressly that she does not 
deal so weakly in her government, nor bo improvidently, but 
that she is provided for anything that might be attempted 
against her by the King, aud as able to offend him as he her 
Majesty." " 

Alexander — with a sad countenance, as much offended, his 
eyes declaring miscontentmeot — asked who had made such a 
report. 

" Upon the honour of a gentleman," said he, " whoever has 
said this has much abused me, and evil acquitted himself. 
They who know me best are aware that it is not my manner 
to lot any word pass my lips that might offend any prince," 
Then, speaking most solemnly, he added, " I declare reoHy 
and truly (which two words he said in Spanish), that / 
> Bugon to tlic Qaeon, MB. Ixt cited. ' IbiiL 
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negotiation now commencing would result in a renewal of 
the ancient friendship between the Houses of Burgundy and 
of England, asserting that " there had never been so favour- 
able a time as the present." 

Under former governments of tlie Netherlands there bad 
been many miatakea and miHUuderstandiugs. 

" The Dnke of Alva," said he, " has learned by this time, 
before the judgment-seat of God, how he discharged his func- 
tions, succeeding as he did my mother, the Duchess of I'arma, 
who left the Provinces in so flourishimg a condition. Of this, 
however, I will say no more, because of a feud between the 
Houses of Fameae and of Alva. As for Requesens, he woa a 
good fellow, but didu't understand hia business. Don John of 
Austria again, whose soul I donbt not is in heaven, was young 
and poor, and disappointed in all liis designs ; but God has 
never offered so great a hope of assured peace as might now 
be accomplished by her Majesty," ' 

Finding the Duke in so fervent and favourable a state of 
mind, the envoy renewed his demand that at least the Jirst 
meeting of the commissioners might be hfld at Oatcnd. 

*' Her Majesty finds herself so touched in honour upon tliia 
point, that if it be not conceded — as I doubt not it will be, 
seeing the singular forwardness of your Ilighuess " — said the 
artful Doctor with a smile,' " we are no less than commandeii 
to return to her Majesty's presence," 

"I sent Eichardot to you yesterday," said Alexander; "did 
be not content you ?" 

" Your Highness, no," replied Rogers. " Moreover her 
Majesty sent me to your Alteza, and not to Kichardot And 
the matter is of such importance that I [iray you to add to all 
your graces and favours heaped upon me, this oue of sending 
your commissioners to Ostend." 

His Highness could hold out no longer; but suddenly 
catching the Doctor in his arms, and hugging him " in nujst 
honourable and amiable manner," ho cried — ^ 

■ lixgin to Ihc quE«ii, MS. Iiist citiM). * " I tpuke it Morinnt," &r. Iliil. 
* lUd. 
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haTB always beeu well disposed to peace, aud am now more 
BO than ever. I could even, with Ihe lose of my life, be cou- 
tent to have peace made at tliis time." 

Nothing more, worthy of commemoration, occurred during 
this concluding interview ; and the envoy took his leave at 
Bruges, and returned to Ostend.' 

I have furnished the reader with a minute account of these 
conversations, drawn entirely from the original records, not 
BO much because the interviews were in themselves of vital 
importance, but becausa they afford a living and breathing 
example — better than a tlionsand homilies — of the easy vic- 
tory which diplomatic or royal mendacity may always obtain 
over innocence and credulity. 

Certainly never was envoy more thoroughly beguiled than 
the excellent Daniel upon this occasion. Wiser than a ser- 
pent, as he imagined himself to be, more harmless than a. 
dove, as Alexander found him, he could not sufficiently cou- 
gratulate himself upon the triumphs of his eloquence and 
his adroitness ; and despatched most glowing accounts of his 
proceedings to the Queen, 

His ardour was somewhat damped, however, at receiving a 
message from her Majesty in reply, which was anything but 
benignant. His eloquence was not commended ; and even 
bis preamble, with its touching allusion to the live mothers 
tendering their offspring — the passage which liad brought the 
tears into the large eyes of Alexander— was coldly and cruelly 
censured. 

" Her Majesty can in no sort like such speedies " — so ran 
the return-despatch — " in which she is made to bf^ for peace. 
The King of Spain staudeth in as great need of peace as her- 
self; and she doth greatly misUke the preamble of Dr. 
Rt^era in his addrcfis to the Duke at Gh&nt, findinff it, in very 
truth, quite fond and vain, 1 am commanded by a particular 
letter to let him undei«tand how much her Majesty is offended 
with him," * 

' BogontolhfQueen. MB.liutcited. I and Lord Cubluun. -i April, insS, 
' iiunU of Cauucil tu Kurl of Derbj ig_ p Qff^^p f/ig \ 
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" We charge you all," she wrote with her own baud to the 
commissioaers, " that no word be overelipt by them, that may 
touch oiir lionour and greatness, that be not answered witli 
good sharp words. I am a king that will be ever known not 
to fear any but God." ' 

It would have been better, however, had the Queen more 
thoronghly understood that the day for scolding had quite 
gone by, and that something sharper than the Bhari>est words 
would soon be wanted to protect England and herself from 
impending doom. For there was sometliing almost gigantic 
in the frivolities with which weeks and months of such pre- 
cious time were now squandered. Plenary powers — "com- 
mision bastantissima " — from his sovereign had been an- 
nounced by Alexander as in his possession ; although the 
reader has seen that he had no such power at all. The mis- 
sion of Rogers had quieted the envoys at Osfend for a time, 
and they waited quietly for the visit of Richardot to Ostend, 
into which the promised meeting of all the Spanish commis- 
flioners in that fity had dwindled. Meantime there was an 
exchange of the most friendly amenities between the Englisli 
and tlieir mortal enemies. Hardly a day passed that La 
Motte, or Kenty, or Aremberg, did not send Lord Derby, or 
Cobham, or Robert Cecil, a hare or a pheasant, or a cast of 
hawks,' and they in return sent barrel upon barrel of Ostend 
oysters, five or six hundred at a tirae.^ The Englishmen, too, 
had it in their power to gratify Alexander himself with 
English greyhounds, for which he had a speoial liking. " You 
would wonder," wrote Cecil to his father, " how fond he is of 
English dogs," * There was also much good preaching, among 
other occupations, at Ostend. " My Lord of Derby's two 
cliaplains," said Cecil, " have seasoned tliie toini better with 
sermons tlian it had been before for a year's space." ' But all 
this did not expedite the negotiations, nor did the DiUte 
' Queen to tbo CotiimiiBioner», ,-, AjirU, 1588, (S. P. Office SIS.l 
' Cecil to Eurgliley, j* April. 1588. (8. P. OfBco MS.) 
' Ibid. ' Ibid. ' Ibid. 
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England.' Thfi comptroller was wretched. He expressed 
his readiness to obey her commands, but nevertlieless im- 
plured big dread sovereign to take merciful consideration of 
the mauifold misfortunes, ruin, and utter undoing, whicli 
thereby should fall upon him and hia unfortunate family. All 
tliis he protested he would nothing esteem if it tended to her 
Majesty's pleasure or service, " but seeing it should eflectiiate 
nothing but to bring the aged carcase of her poor vassal to 
present decay, he implored compassion upon his hoary hairs, 
and promised to repair the error of his former proceedings. 
He avowed that he would not have ventured to disobey for a 
moment her orders to return, but " that his aged and feeble 
limbs did not retain sufficient force, without jiresent death, to 
comply with her commandment." ' And with that he took to 
his bod, and remained there until tlie Queen was graciously 
pleased to grant him her pardon. 

At last, early in May — instead of the vidt of Kichardot — 
there was a preliminary meeting of all the commissioners in 
tents on the sands, within a cannon-shot of Ostend, and between 
that place and Newimtt. It was a showy and reremonious 
interview, in wliich no business was transacted. The commis- 
sioners of Philip were attended by a body of one hundred and 
fifty light horse, and by three hundred private gentlemen in 
magnificent costume. Iju Motte also came from Newport with 
one thousand Walloon cavalry, while the English commissioners 
on their part were escorted from Ostend by an imposing array of 
English and Dutch troops.' As the tertjtory was Spanish, the 
dignity of the lung was supposed to be preserved, and Alexander, 
who had promised Dr. liogere that the first inteniew should 
take phiee within Ostend itself, thought it necessary to apologize 
to his sovereign for so nearly keeping his word as to send tlie 
envoys within cannon-shot of the town. " The English cora- 
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the city of Ostend, nt Uie earliest possible moment, it must 
be allowed that this preliminary conferencii was not so barren 
to himself as it was to the commissioners. Philip, when in- 
formed of this manosuvre, was naturally gratified at such 
masterly duplicity, wliile he gently rebuked his nephew for 
exposing his valuable life ; and certainly it would have been 
an iDglorious termination to tJie Duke's splendid career, had 
he been hanged as a spy within the trenches of Ostend, With 
tlio other details of this first diplomatic colloquy Philip was 
delighted. " I see you understand me thoroughly," he said. 
" Keep tlie negotiation alive till my Armada appears, and then 
cany out my determination, and replant the Catholic religion 
on the soil of England." ' 

The Queen was not in sucli high spirits. She was losing 
her temper very fast, as she became more and more con- 
vinced that she had been trifled with. No powers had been 
yet exhibited, no permanent place of conference fixed upon, 
and the cessation of arms demanded by her commissioners for 
Engird, Spam, and all the Netherlands, was absolutely 
refused." She desired her commissioners to inform the Duke 
of Parma that it greatly touched liis honour — as both before 
tJieir coming and aft^jiwards, ho had assured her that he had 
eomiaion bastantusima from his sovereign — to clear himself at 
once from the imputation of msincerity, " Let not the Duke 
tliink," she wrote with her own hand, " that we would so long 
time endure these many frivolous and unkindly dealings, but 
that we desire all the world to know our desire of a kingly 
pL'aee, and that we will endure no more the like, nor any, but 
will return you from your charge." ' 

Accordingly — by her Majesty's special command — Dr. Dale 
made another visit to Bruges, to discover, once for all, whether 
there was a commission from Philip or not, and, if so, to see 
it with his own eyes. On the 7th May he had an interview 
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— as if any proof were necossarj- od sucli a point — that a cora- 
mii«ion from Philip ought to be produced, and that a coin- 
misaion had been promised, over and over again'. 

After a pause, both the representativea of Parma began to 
wrangle witli the envoy in very insolent fashion. " Hicliardot 
is always their mouth-piece ;" said Dale, " only Champagny 
choppeth in at every word, and would do so likewise in ours if 
we would Bufler it." ^ 

" Weshall never have done witli these impertinent demands," 
said the Pre^dent." You ought to be satisfied with the 
Duke's promise of ratification contained in liis commission. 
We confess what you say concemiug the former requisitions 
and promises to be true, but when will you have done? Have 
we not showed it to Mr. Croft, one of your own colleagues? 
And if we sliow it you now, another may come to-morrow, 
and BO we shall never have an eud." 

" The delays come from yourselves," roundly replied the 
Euglishniau, " for you refuse to do what in reason and law 
you are bound to do. And tlie more demands the more mora 
mU potiug culpa in you. You, of uU men, have least cause to 
hold such language, who so confidently and even disdainfully 
answered our demand fur the commission, in Mr. Cecil's pre- 
sence, and promised to show a perfect one at the very first 
meeting. As for Mr. Comptroller Croft, he came hither 
without tlie command of her Majesty and without the know- 
ledge of his colleagues." 

Ilichardot tlieu began to insinuate that, as Croft had come 
without authorit>', so — for aught they could tell — might Dale 
also. But Champagny here interrupted, protested that tlie 
president was going too far, and begged him to show the com- 
mission without further argument.^ 

Upon this Richardot pulled out the commission from under 
his gown, and placed it in Dr. Dide's hands ! ' 

It was dated 17th April, 1I3S8, signed and sealed by the 

■ Dulo to the Queen, US. lant cited. I ' Dule to tlie Queen, ^^ May. 15gg. 
' Commiasione™ [o Privy Council. ,g p offlce M8.> 
7 JwHi, 1588. [fi. P. Offiw UB.) *■ i iby. ' 
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Thus tlireo months -had been cousiimeil, and at last one 
indispensable pn^limiuary to any negotiatiun had, in appear- 
ance, been performed. Full powers on both aides had been 
exhibited. Wlien the Qneen of England gave the Earl of 
Derby and his colleagues eommisaion to treat with the King's 
envoys, and pledged herself befoi'eliand to ratify all their 
proceedings, she meant to perform the promiso to whieh slie 
bad affixed her royal name and seal. She could not know 
that the Spanish monarch was deliberately putting fiig name 
to a lie, and chnckling in secret over the credulity of his 
English sister, who was willing to take his word and his bonil. 
Of a certainty the English were no match for southern 
diplomacy. 

But Elizabetli was now more impatient tlian ever that tli« 
other two preliminaries should be settled, the place of con- 
ferences, and the armistice. 

" Be plain with tlie Duko," she wrote to her envoys, " that 
we have tolerated so many weeks in tarrying a commission, 
tlmt I will never endure more delays. Let liim know lit- 
deals with a prince who prizes her honour more than her life. 
Make yourselves such as staud of your reputations." ' 

Sharp words, but not sharp enough to prevent a further 
delay of a month ; for it was not till the 6th June that llie 
commissioners at last came together at Bom-bourg,^ s June, 
that " miserable little liole," on the coast between ''*"'' 

fat the purpose of concluding or agreo 
ii^ to luifthjiig, in any cuse what- 
ever, bat only for tlie aafce of keeping 
Uie lu^liutioD alive, in order (u unuhle 
•M Uie better to execute our armcil 
eiiletjiriBe ; uid 80 I again cl^ar^ it 
upon you, with a renewed proliibilion 
of any tbiiig in a eontrary sense, refer- 
ring yoD always to my letter of 21Ui 
Apcil, aiul to my orders so often Kiven. 
wfUeli yon axe to fulfil emctly mtliuut 
■leptoting one jot therefrom." " Puis 
HacorioB dc duda, y qaitarlos toda 
Boopecho, ho mnudado uu podiir por la 
via eu francos, del qual, conio unlonci^. 
oa lo adnrrti y declare, no ae lia du 
luor para asvnbir ni concluyr por iiln- 
gan vatu, com alguua, aiiiu miIo que 
acndu la platica para pudt 
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" You promised a genera] ceBsation of arms at our coming," 
Baid Dale, at a conference on the ^ June, " and now ye 
have lingered five times twenty ditys, and nothing done at 
all. The world may see the delays come of you and not of 
ns, and that ye are not so desirous of peace as ye pretend." ' 

" But as for your invasion of England," stoutly observed the 
Earl of Derby, " ye shall find it hot coming tliither. Englaufl 
was never so ready in any former age, neither by sea Jior by 
land ; but wo would show your unreasonableness in proposing 
a cessation of arms by which ye would bind her Majesty to 
forbear touching all the Low Countries, and yet leave your- 
selves at liberty to invade England." * 

While they were thus disputing. Secretary Gamier rushed 
into the room, looking very much frightened, and aimouneod 
that Lord Henry Seymour's fleet of thirty-two ships of war 
was ridiug off Gravelines, and that he had sent two men on 
shore who were now waiting in the ante-chamber. 

The men being accordingly admitted, handed letters to tlie 
English commissioners from Loi-d Henry, in which he begged 
to be informed in what terms they were standing, and whether 
they needed his assistance or countenance in the cause in 
which they were engaged. The envoys found his presence 
very " comfortable," as it showed the Spanish commissioners 
that her Majesty was so well provided as to make a cessation 
of anna less necessary to her than it was to the King. 
They therefore sent tlieir thauks to the Lord Admiral, begging 
him to cruise for a time off Dunkirk and its neighbonrhoo<i, 
that both their enemies and tlieir friends might have a sight 
of the EngUsli shipe.^ 

Great was the panic all along the coast at this unexpected 
demonstration. The King's commissioners got into their 
coaches, and drove down to the coast to look at the fleet, 
and — so soon as they appeared — were received with such a 
thundering cannonade an hour long, by way of salute, as to 

' ConmiiBaiwiBra to Privy Council, ' June, 15$B. (8, P. OiBoe SIB.) 
1 IbiO. ' iMd. 
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merry manner," for the rudenesa of their sj^etJiea, and the 
Qneen's envoys accepted their apologies with majestic urbanity, 
and so they separated for the day in a more friendly manner 
than they liad done the day 1>efore.' 

" You see to what a scholar's shift we hare been driven 
for want of resolution," said Valentine Dale. " If we should 
linger here until there should be hrolien heads, in what case 
we should be God knoweth. For I can trust C'hampagny and 
Eichardot no farther than I can see them." ' 

And so the whole month of June passed by ; the English 
commissioners " leaiing no stone unturned to get a quiet ces- 
sation of arms in general turns," ^ and being constantly foiled ; 
yet perpetually kept in hope ' that the point would soon be 
carried. At the same time the signs of the approaching 
invasion seemed to tliicken. " In my opinion," said Dale, 
" as Phormio spake in matters of wars, it were very requisite 
that my Lord Harry should he always on this coast, for they 
will steal out from hence as closely as they can, either to join 
witli the Spanish navy or to land, and they may be very easily 
scattered, by God's grace." And, with the honest pride of a 
protocol-maker, he added, " our postulates do trouble tlio 
King's commissioners very much, and do bring them to 
despair." ' 

The excellent Doctor had not even yet discovered that the 
King's commissioners were delighted with his poatulates ; and 
that to have kept them postulating thus five montlis in suc- 
cession, while naval and military preparations were slowly 
bringing forth a great event — wltich «as soon to strike them 
with aa mnch amazement as if the moon had fallen out of 
heaven — was one of the most decisive triumphs ever achieved 

' GoiDEaianoncrs to Privy Council, to Norria and Andrea de Loo BhooU 

i2 Jw. 15B8. (S. P. OfBce MB.) be MCoMed at Uie coming of het Ma- 

31 ■ ^ ' jurtya commisaonotai and which la 

» Dnlo to WaJonghiini. ,-. Jiine, i"^ denied u cTtr spoken, ot to bo 

JS89. (B-P.OfficoMS,) performed if promi«d,-^^tIbid.) 

"And if Iier Hnjcsty list to break, • Dale to Burghlej. ^^ Jnna, 1588. 
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I they who fail not, aliuoat in every line, of some barbarism not 
[ to be borne iu n grammar-scbool, altbougb in subtleness and 
impudent affirming of uutruths and denying of truths, her 
' eomnussioners are not in any respect to mateli with Cham* 
L -pftgny and Richardot, who are doctors in that faculty." * 

It might perhajts prove a matter of indifference to Elizabeth 

I and to England, when the Queen sliould be a state-prisoner 

r.ia Spain and the Inquisition quietly established in her Idiig- 

, dom, whether the world should admit or not, in case of liis 

j decease, the superiority of Dr. Dale's logic and Latin to those 

I of his antagonists. And even if mankind conceded the best 

I "of the argument to the English diplomatists, that diplomacy 

I 'might seem wortliless which could he blind to the colossal 

lalsehiKKls growing daily before its eyes. Had tlie commis- 

sionci's been able to read the secret correspondence between 

Parma and his master — as we hare had the opportunity of 

doing — they would certainly not have left tlieir homes in 

February, to be made fools of until July, but would, on their 

knees, have implored their royal mistress to awake from her 

fetal delusion before it should be too late. Even without that 

I advantage, it seems incredible that they should have been 

[ unable to pierce through the atmosphere of duplicity which 

surrounded them, and to obtain one clear glimpse of the 

destruction so steadily advancing upon England. 

For the famous bull of Sistus V. had now been fulminated, 
Elizabeth had been again denounced as a bastard and usurper, 
lind her kingdom had been solemnly conferred upon Philip, 
with title of defender of the Chriatian faith, to have and to 
hold as tributary and feudatory of Kome. The so-called 
Queen had usurped the crown contrary to the ancient treaties 
between the apostolic stool and the kingdom of England, 
vUicb country, on its reconciliation with the head of the church 
after the death of St. Thomas of Canterbury, had recognised 
the necessity of tlie Pope's consent in the succession to its 
throne ; she had deserved chastisement for the terrible tortures 
inflicted by her upon English Catholics and God's own saints ; 
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copy, both very lately brought into those Low Countries, the 
one whereof is already pruited at Antwerp, in a great multitude, 
in the English tongue, and the other ordered to be printed, 
only to stir up our eubjects, contrary to the laws of God and 
, their allegiance, to join with such foreign purjxjsea as are pre- 
pared against ua and our realm, to come out of those Low 
Countries and out of Spain ; and as it appears by the said 
bull that the Duke of Parma is expressly named and chosen 
by the Pope and the King of Spain to he principal executioner 
of these intended enterprises, we cannot think it honourable 
for us to coutmue longer the treaty of peace with them that, 
under coloiir of treaty, arm themselyes with all the power they 
can to a bloody war." ' 

Accordingly the Queen commanded Dr. Dale, as one of the 
coraraiBsdoners, to proceed forthwith to tho Duke, in order to 
obtain explanations as to his contemplated conquest of her 
realm, and as to his share in the publication of the bull and 
pamphlet, and to " require hira, as he would be accounted a 
prince of honour, to let her plainly understand what she might 
think thereof The envoy was to assure liim that the Queen 
would trust implicitly to his statement, to adjure him to declare 
the truth, and, in case ho avowed tlie publications and the 
belligerent intentions suspected, to demand instant safe-conduct 
to England for her commissioners, who would, of course, in- 
stantly leave the Netherlands. On the other hand, if the Duke 
disavowed those infamous doennienta, he was to be reqnsted to 
punish the printers, and have the books burned by the hangman.* 

Dr. Dale, altliough sufiering from cholic, was obliged to set 
forth at once upon what jie felt would be a bootless journey. 
At his return — which was upon the 227id of July (N.S.) — 
the shrewd old gentleman had nearly arrived at the opinion 
that her Majesty might as well break off the negotiations. 
He had & " comfortless voyage and a ticklish message ;" ^ 
found all along the road signs of an approaching enterprise, 
difficult to be mistaken ; reported 10,000 veteran Spaniards, 
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t^ imntJi of Jidg. Let liim observe — as he will soou Iiave 
ocoAsion to do — the events wliicli were occnrring on land and 
sea. exactly at the moment when this classic despatch reached 
ite destination, and judge whetlier the hearts of the Queen and 
Lord Curghley. would bo tlien quite at leisure to melt at the 
sorrows of the Trojan War, Perhaps the doings of I)ruko and 
Howard, Medina Sidonia, and Kicalde, would be pressing aa 
much on their attention as the eloquence of Dlomode or the 
wrath of Tumiis. Yet it may be doubted whether the reports 
of theao Grecian envoys might not, in truth, bo almost as 
much to the purpose as the despatches of the diplomatic 
pedant, with his Virgil and his cholic, into whose bands grave 
matters of [>eace and war were entrusted in what seemed the 
day of England's doom. 

"What a lecture I coidd make with Mr. Cecil on tlie 
subject 1" An English ambassador, at the court of Philip IL'a 
viceroy, could indulge himself in imaginary prelections on the 
.^^eid, in the last days of July, of the year of our Lord 1588 1 

The Doctor, however — to do him justice — hod put the ques- 
tions categorically to his Higluiess, as he had been instructed 
- July, t" ^^- He went to Bruges so mysteriously, that do 

1088. living man, that side the sea, save Lord Derby and 
Lord Cobham, knew the cause of his journey.' Poor puzzling 
James Croft, in particular, was moved almost to tears, by being 
kept out of the secret* On the ^g July Dale had audience of 
the Duke at Bruges. After a few commonplaces, ho was 
invited by the Duke to state what special purpose liad brought 
him to Bruges. 

" There is a book printed at Antwerp," said Dale, " and set 
forth by afugit ive from England, who calleth himself a cardinal,"* 

Upon this the Duke began diligently to listen, 

" This book," resumed Dale, " is an admonition to the 
nobility and people of England and Ireland touching the 
execution of the sentence of the Pope against the Queen, 
■which the King Catholic hath entrusted to yoiu- Higboesii as 

> Dole to Bnighley, US. bsl cited, ■ Hud. ■ IbJd. 
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sovereign- For my part, I have alwEys had such respect for 
her Majesty, being so noble a Qneen, as that I would uever 
hearken to anything that might be reproachful to her. After 
my master, I would do most to serve your Queen, and I hope 
elie will take my word for her satisfaction on tlrnt point. And 
for avoiding of bloodshed and the burning of houses and such 
other calamities as do fiillow the wars, 1 have been a petitioner 
to my sovereign that all things might be ended quietly by a 
peace. That is a thing, however," added the Duke, " which 
you have more cause to desire than we ; for if the King, my 
master, should lose a battle, he would bo able to recover it 
well enough, without harm to himself, being far enough off in 
Spain, while, if the battle be lost on your side, you may lose 
kingdom and aU." ' 

" By God's sufferance," rejoined the Doctor, " her llajesty 
is not without means to defend her crown, that hath descended 
to her from so long a succession of ancestors. Moreover your 
Highness knows rerj' well that one battle cannot conquer a 
kingdom in another country." 

" WeU," said the Dnke, "that is in God's hand." 

" So it is," said the Doctor. 

"But make an end of it," continued Alexander quietly, 
" and if you have anything to put into writing, you will do me 
ti pleasure by sending it to me." ^ 

Dr. Valentine Dale was not the man to resist the tempta- 
tion to moke a protocol, and promised one for tJio next day. 

" I am charged only to give your Highness satisfaction," 
he said, "as to her Majesty's sincere intentions, wluch have 
already been published to the world in English, French, and 
Italian, in the hope that you may also satisfy the Queen upon 
this other point. I am but one of her commissioners, and 
could not deal without my colleagues. I crave leave to 
depart to-morrow morning, and with safe-convoy, as I had in 
coming." 

After the envoy had tJiken leave, the Duke summoned 

Andrea de Loo, and related to him the conversation which had 

' Dale to Darghloy, (MS, liu>l ciWi.) * Ibid. 
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having seen large bodies of Spaniards and Walloons making 
gDch demonstrations of eagerness to he led against his country, 
and " professing it as openly as if tliey were going to a fair or 
market," while even Albxander himself coidd "no more hide 
it than did Henry VIII. when he went to Boulogne," ' could 
not help soBpecting something amiss. 

Ills colleague, however. Comptroller Croft, was more judi- 
cious, for he valaed himself on taking a sound, temperate, and 
coucilialory view of affairs. He was not the man to offend a 
magnanimoiiB neighbour — who raejint nothing unfriendly — by 
regarding his mancBuvTes with superfluous suspicion. So this 
envoy wrote to Lord Burghley on the 2nd AuguM (N.S.) — let 
the reader mark the date — that, " altliough a great doubt had 
been conceived as to the King's sincerity, .... yet that 
diieretum and experience induced him — tlie envoy — to think, 
that besides the reverent opinion to be had ofprincei oaths, and 
the general incommodity which will come by the contrary, 
L God had so balanced princes' powers in that age, as they rather 
I desire to a^gure thejuaelveg at home, than with danger to invade 
their neighooura." ^ 

Perhaps the mariners of England — at that very irulant 
exchanging broadsides off the coast of Devon and Dorset with 
the Spanish Armada, and doing their best to protect their 
native land from the most horrible calamity which had ever 
impended over it — had arrived at a less reverent opinion of 
princes' oatlis ; and it was well for England in that supreme 
I Iiour that there were such men as Howard and Drake, ami 
"Winter and Frobislier, and a whole people with hearts of oak 
to defend her, while bungling diplomatists and credulous 
dotards were doing their best to imperii her existence. 

But it is necessary — in order to obtain a complete picture 
of that famous year I58S, and to understand the causes from 
I which such great events were springing — to cast a glance at the 
[ internal politics of the States most involved in Philip's meshes. 




' Db10 to Burghloy. 
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most in need of — ^time. Meanwhile the Hollanders and Eng- 
lish could qnaiTel comfortftbly among tliemselveis, and the 
little republic, for want of a legal head, could come as near as 
possible to its dissolution. 

Young Maurice — deep thinker for his years and peremptory 
in action — was not the man to see lua great father's life-work 
annihilated before his eyes, so long as he had an arm and 
brain of his own. He accepted his position at the head of the 
government of Holland and Zeeland, and as chief of the war- 
party. The council of state, mainly composed of Leicester's 
creatures, whose commissions would soon expire by their own 
limitation, could offer but a feeble resistance to such deter- 
mined individuals as Maurice. Buys, and Bameveld. The 
party made rapid progress. On the other hand, the English 
Leicestriana did their best to foment discord in the Provinces. 
Sonoy was sustained in his rebellion in North Holland, not 
only by the Earl's partizans, but by Elizabeth herself Her 
rebukes to Maurice, when Maurice was pursuing the only 
course which seemed to Idm consistent with honour and sound 
policy, were sharper than a sword. Well might Duplessis 
Momay observe, that the commonwealth had been rather 
strangled than embraced by the English Queen. Sonoy, in 
the name of Leicester, took arms against Maurice and the 
States ; Maurice marched agaiust him ; and Lord Willoughby, 
commander-in-chief of the English forces, was anxious to 
march against Maurice. It was a spectacle to make angels 
weep, tliat of Englishmen and Hollanders preparing to cut 
each other's throats, at the moment when Philip and Parma 
were bending all their energies to crush England and Holland 
at once. 

Indeed, the interregnum between the departure of Leicester 
and his abdication was diligently employed by his more reck- 
less partizans to defeat and destroy the authority of tlje States, 
By prolonging the interval, it was hoped that no government 
would be possible except the arbitrary rule of tlie Earl, or of 
a successor with similar views : for a republic — a free com- 
monwealth — was thought an absurdity. To entrust supreme 
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When at last the resignation of Leicester — presented to tho 
8tates by Killegrew on the 3lst Blarch^ — seemed to promise 
comparative repose to the republic, the vexation of the Lei- 
cestrians was intense, Tbeir efforts to effect a dissolution of 
the government had been rendered unsuticeasftil, wben success 
seemed within their grasp, "Albeit what is once executed 
cannot be prevented," said Captain Cbampernonn ; "yet 'tis 
thought certain that if tho resignation of Lord LeifJester'e 
comniissioQ had been deferred yet some little time, the whole 
country and towns would have so revolted and mutinied 
against the government and authority of tho States, as that 
they should have had no more credit given them by the 
people than pleased her Majesty. Most part of the people 
could see — in consequence of the troubles, discontent, mutiny 
of garrisons, and the like, that it was most necessary for the 
good success of their affairs that the power of the States 
should bo abolished, and the whole government of hia Excel- 
lency erected. As these matters were hv»ily working into the 
likelihood of gome good effect, came tke resignation of his Excel- 
lency's commission and authority, which so dashed the pro- 
ceedings of it, as that all people and commanders well affected 
unto her Majesty and my Lord of Leicester are utterly dis- 
couraged. The States, with their adherents, before they bad 
my Lord's resignation, were much perplexed what course to 
take, hut now begin to hoist their heads." The excellent 
Leicestrian entertained hopes, however, that mutiny and in- 
trigue might still carry the day. He had seen the fat militiar 
man of Naarden and other captains, and hoped much mischief 
from their schemes. "The chief mutineers of Gertrayden- 
bej^," he said, " may be wrought to send unto the States, 
that if they do not procure them some English governor, they 
will compound with the enemy, vrhereon the States shall be 

for oil. Further. I aii^ it wBa sure I bnrgomaatrr, 'but Hint I lii.'ar jou aaj 
tlint Ulc gtate»-Gen(TuI, tlit (<ouncil an, I would scurodj UcUl-vu it, fur 
of Blnte, which I wall eonivwiint ar- | mitio esni have often bnrou WJtnem to 
qnninlotl njtb, uor Iho twu counts I tho coatraiy.' " &ii. WiltoogLby to 
who hod feasted ub nml drunk the anFeb, ,„„ ,„ _ ,,„_„ „a \ 

li«ltb of hU Excellency, maint but ■ VVui: ^°°^- (o-P- Office MS.) 

■lUwDUtoiu.' -Well.' aud the old I ■ fior.UI.224. Wagemuir, viii 2US. 
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he flhould act in the field under the States, but his instnic- 
tione forbade his acceptance of any office from that body but 
that of general in their service. He was very discontented, 
and more anxious than ever to be rid of his functions. With- 
out being extremely ambitious, he was impatient of control. 
He desired not "a larger-shaped coat," but one that fitted 
him better. " 1 wish to shape my garment homely, after my 
cloth," he said, " that the better of my parish may not be 
misled by my sumptuousness. I would live qiuetly, without 
great noise, my poor roof low and near the ground, not buIi- 
ject to be overblown with unlooked-for storms, while tlie sun 
seeme most shining." ' 

Being the deadly enemy of the States and tlieir leaders, it 
■was a matter of course that he should be bitter against Mau- 
rice. That young Prince, bold, enterprising, and determined, 
as he was, did not ostensibly meddle with political affairs 
more than became his years ; but he accepted the counsels of 
the able statesmen in whom his father had trusted. Hiding, 
hunting, and hawking, seemed to be his chief delight at the 
Hague, in the intervals of military occupations. He rarely 
made his appearance in the state-council during the winter, 
and referred public matters to the States- General, to the 
States of Holland, to Bameveld, Buys, and Hohenlo.' Super- 
ficial observers like George Gilpin regarded him as a cipher ; 
others, Uke Robert Cecil, thought him an unmannerly school- 
boy ; but Willoughby, although considering him insolent and 
conceited, could not deny bis ability. The peace-partisans 
among the burghers — a very small faction — were furious 
against him, for they knew that Maurice of Nassau repre- 
sented war. They accused of deep designs against the liber- 
ties of their country the youth who was ever reaity to risk his 
life in their defence. A burgomaster from Friesland, who 
had come across the Znyder Zee to intrigue against the States' 
party, was foil of spleen at being obliged to dance attendance 



' Willnnglihj to Btirghley. 
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Ab the troubles of the interregnnm increased Willoiighby 
vaa more diasatisfied tlmu ever with the miserable cotiditioa 
of the Provinces, but chose to ascribe it to the machinations 
of the States' party, rallier than to the ambiguous conduct of 
Ijeicester. " These evils," he said, " are e8j>ecially derived 
from the childish ambition of the young Count Jtimrice, from 
the covetous and furious counsels of the proud Hollanders, 
now chief of the States-General, and, if with pardon it may 
be said, from our slackness and coldness to entertain our 
irieuds. Tlio provident and wiser sort — weighing what a 
slender ground the appetite of a young man is, uufumished 
with the sinews of war to manage so great a cause — for a 
good space after my Lord of Leicester's dejiarture, gave him 
Ear looking on, to see him i>Iay his part on the stage." ' 

Willoughby's spleen caused him to mix his metaphors 
more recklessly tlian strict taste would warrant, but his vio- 
lent expressions painted the relative situation of parties more 
vividly than could be done by a calm disquisition. Maurice 
thus playing his part uixm the stage — as the general pro- 
ceeded to observe — " was a skittish horse, becoming by little 
and little assured of what he had feared, and perceiving the 
harmlessness thereof; while his compaiiiuns, finding no safety 
of neutrality in so great practices, and no overturning nor 
barricado to stop liis rash wilded chariot, followed without 
fear; and when some of the first had passed the bog, the 
rest, as the fnshion ia, never started after. The variable 
democracy, embracing uovelty, began to applaud their pros- 
perity ; the base and lewdest sorts of men, to whom there 
is nothing more agreeable than change of estates, as a better 
monture to degrees than their merit, took present hold 
thereof. Hereby Paul Buys, Barueveld, and divers others, 
who were before mantled with a tolerable affection, thougli 
seasoned with a poisoned intention, caught the occasion, and 
made themselves tlie Beelzebubs of all these mischiefs, and, 
for want of better angels, spared not to let fly our goldea- 

' Willongllby to WaUiugluira. '' J^- I5se. (8. P. Offit-e MS.) 
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It would have seemed that real patriots, under sucli circum- 
Btauces, wfuld lianlly hesitate in their choice, aud would 
Boouer accept the domiDion of " Beelzebub," or even Paul 
Buys, than that of Philip II. But the Leicestrians of Utrecht 
aud Friesland — patriots as they were — hated Hoiland worse 
than they hated the Inquisitiou, Willougliby encouraged 
them in that hatred. He assured them of her Majesty's 
affection for them, complained of the factious proceedings cf 
tlio States, and alluded to the unfavoumble state of the 
weather, as a reason why — near four mouths long — they hod 
not received the comfort out of England which they had a 
right to expect. He assured thera that neitlier the Queen 
nor Leicester would couclude this honourable action, wherein 
much had been hazarded, " so rawly aud tragically " as they 
seemed to fear, and warned them, that " if they did join with 
Holland, it would neither ease nor help them, but draw them 
into a more dishonourable loss of their liberties ; and that, 
after having wound them in, the Hollanders would make their 
own peace witli the enemy." ' 

It seemed somewhat unfair — while the Queen's government 
was straining every nerve to obtain a peace from Philip, and 
while the Hollanders were obstinately deaf to any propositiouB 
for treating — that Willoughby should accuse them of secret 
intentions to negotiate. But it must be confessed that laction 
has rarely worn a more mischievous aspect than was pre- 
sented by the politics of Holland and England in the winter 
and spring of laSa. 

Young Maurice was placed in a very painful position. He 
liked not to be " strangled in the great Queen's embrace;" 
but he felt most keenly the necessity of her friendship, and 
tiie importance to both countries of a close alliance. It was 
impossible for him, however, to tolerate the rebellion of 
Sonoy, although Sonoy was encouraged by Elizabeth, or to 
fly in the face of Barneveld, altliough Bameveld was detested 
by Leicester. So with much firmness and courtesy, notwitli- 
staadiug the extravagant pictures painted by Willoughby, 
' Willoiiglibr In ■WnlBiiighain. MS. last died- 
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land like it glass beneath liia feet. Having nothing but reli- 
gion in bis month, and protecting hiraself with the Queen's 
name, ho had been exciting all the cities of North Holland to 
rebellion, and bringing the poor people to destruction. He 
had been ofiered money enough to satisfy tho moat avaricioUB 
soldier in the world, but he stood out for six yeara' full pay 
fur his soldiers, a demand with which it was impossible to 
fomply. It was necessary to prevent him from innndatii:;,' 
the land and destroying the estates of the country gentlemen 
and the peasants. " This, gentlemen," said Maurice, " is the 
plain truth ; nor do I believe that you will sustain against me 
a man who was nnder such vast obligations to my late fivtlier, 
and who requites his debt by daring to speak of myself as a 
rascal ; or that you will countenance his rebellion against a 
country to which be brought only his cloak and sword, and 
whence he has filched one hundred thousand crowns. You 
will not, I am sure, permit a simple captain, by his insubor- 
fiinatioii, to cause so much mischief, and to set on fire this and 
other Provinces. 

" If, by your advice," continued the Count, " the Queen 
should appoint fitting personages to office here— men who 
know what honour is, bom of illustrious and noble race, or 
who by their great virtue have been elevated to the honours 
of the kingdom — to them I will render an account of my 
actions. And it shall appear that I iiave more ability and 
more desire to do my duty to her Majesty than those who 
render her lip-service only, and only make use of her sacred 
name to fill their purees, while I and mine have been ever 
ready to employ our lives, and what remains of our fortunes, 
in the cause of God, her Majesty, and our eotmtry." ' 

Certainly no man had a better right to speak witli con- 
sciousness of the worth of race tlian the son of William the 
Silent, the nephew of Lewis, Adolpbus, and Henry of Nassau, 
who had all laid down their lives for the liberty of theii- 
country. But filizabelh continued to tlireaten the States- 
General, through the mouth of Willoughby, with tlie loss of 
' Muurice of NiUKfuu lu Privj Council, VIS. laat cited. 
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Maurice now saw himself uiidisputpd governor. Sonoy was in 
the course of the Bummer deprived of all offiee, and Betook 
himself to England. Hltg he was kindly received by the 
Queen, who bestowed upon him a ruined tower, and a swamp 
among the fens of Lincolnshire. He brought over some of 
hia countrymen, well-akilled in such operations, set himself 
to draining and dyking, and hoped to find himself at home 
and comfortable in hie ruined tower. But unfortunately, a8 
neither he nor his wife, notwithstanding their English pro- 
clivities, could speak a word of the language, they found their 
Eoc-ial enjoyments very limited. Moreover, oa hia work-people 
were equally without the power of making their wants under- 
stood, the dyking operations made but little progress. So the 
unlucky colonel soon abandoned his swamp, and retired to East 
Friealaud, where he lived a morose and melancholy life on a 
pension of one thousand florins, granted him by the States of 
Holland, nntU the year liiST, when he lost his mind, tell into 
the fire, and thus perished.' 

And thus, in the Netherlands, through hollow negotiations 
between enemies and ill-timed bickerings among friends, the 
path of Philip and Panna had been made comparatively smooth 
during the spring and early summer of 1088, What was the 
aepect of affairs in Germany and France ? 

The adroit capture of Bonn by Martin Schenk had given 
much trouble. Parma was obliged to detach a stroug force, 
under Prince Ciiimay,' to attempt the recovery of that im- 
portant place, which — so long as it remained in the power of 
the States — rendered tlie whole electorate insecure and a 

t source of danger to Ihe Spanish party. Farnese endeavoured 
in vain to win back the famous partrzan by most liberal offers, 
for he felt bitterly the mistake he had made in aUenating so 
formidable a freebooter. But the truculent Martin remained 
obdurate and irasi'ible. Philip, much offended that the news 
' of his decease had proved false, ordered rather than requested 
^K the Emperor Rudoli)h to have a care that nothing was doue 
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reflolved to require of the Valok an immodiate extermination 
of heresy and heretics throughout the kingdom, the publica- 
tion of the Council of Trent, and tlie formaJ ealablishment of 
the Holy Inquisition in every province of France. Thus, 
while doing his Spanish master's bidding, the great lieutenant 
of the league might, if he was adi-oit enough to outwit Philip, 
ultimately carve out a throne for himself. 

Yet Philip felt occasional pangs of uneasiness lest there 
should, after all, be peace in France, and lest his schemes 
against Holland and England might be interfered with from 
that quarter. Even Famese, nearer the scene, could not feel 
completely secure that a sudden reconciliation among con- 
tending factions might not give rise to a dangerous inroad 
across the Flemish border. So Guise was plied more yigour- 
ously than ever by the Duke with advice and encou- 
ragement, and assisted with such Walloon carabineers as 
conid be spared,' whfle large subsidies and larger promises 
came from Philip,^ whose prudent policy was never to pay 
excessive sums, until the work contracted for was done. 
" Mucio must do the job long since agreed upon," said Philip 
to Famese, " and you and Mendoza must see that he prevents 
the King of France from troubling me in my enterprize 
against England." " If the unlucky Henry III. had retained 
one spark of intelligence, he would have seen that his only 



,72. 2,000 infftntry 



I 



' Herreni III. 
KDd I.IKJO bom.'. 

> Philip to Fnmm. 27 Nov. 1587. 
Suae to lame, 29 Jan. 1588. (Arcb. 
de Bim. MBS.) 

■ Pliilip to Pamm, 21 April, 1588. 
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It was the purpose of the Leagne to obtain possession of the 
Sing's person, and, if necessary, to dispose of the polilique» 
by a general massacre, such as sixteen years before had been 
so snccessfiil in the case of Coligny and the Huguenots, So 
the populace — more lubid than ever— were impatient that 
their adored Balafri^ should come to Paris and begin the holy 
work. 

He came as far as Gonesse to do the job he had promised 
to Philip, but having heard that Henry had reinforced him- 
self with four thousand Swiss from the garrison of Lagny, he 
fell back to Soissons. The King sent him a most abject mes- 
sage, imploring him not to expose his sovereign to so much 
danger, by setting his foot at that momeat in the capital. 
The Balaf'rii hesitated, but the populace raved and roared for 
ita darling. The Queen-Mother urged her unhappy son to 
yield his consent, and the Montpensier — fatal sister of Giiise, 
with the famou.") scissors ever at her girdle' — insisted that 
her brother hud as good a right as any man to come to the 
city. Meantime the great chief of the polUiqnes, the hated and 
insolent Epernon, had been a|»pointed governor of Normandy, 
and Henry had accompanied his beloved mtuion a part of (he 
way towards Kouen. A plot contrived by the Montpensier 
to waylay the monarch on his return, and to take him into 
the safe-keeping of the League, miscarried, for the King re- 
entered the city before the scheme was ripe. On the other 
hand, Nicholas Poulain, bought for twenty thousand crowns 
by the politique^, gave the King and his advisers full informa- 
tion of all these intrigues, and, standing in Henry's cabinet, 
offered, at peril of his life, if he might be confronted with 
the conspirators— the leaders of the League within the city — 
to prove the truth of the charges which he had made.' 

For the whole city was now thoroughly organized. The 

3ae TO le reconori con las pnliibniB i ' ' L'Eloile.' 2H. 
i:Wclii8.;deapiii!adt.'lB<ilirilGliutilutk, I < De TlioD. x. L. 89. p. 2S1. wq, 
enliendo qno dixn que ;d era on Herrera DI. 118. wo. * Pmrtii Tcrbaf' 
mlniatro bien aTiB^," Ac. Don B. de I de Nii-olnBFouluin.&c. 320-332 Apnd 
Mendoxa to Don Jiua de Idiaqnez, ' L'Kloile. Begistre Joumul de Bcun 
5 April, 1588. (Atoll, de Sim. [Paria.] I III.* 
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struction, Catharine was somewhat perplexed, now that deci- 
sive action seemed necessary — a detlirouement iind a new 
massacre irapendiiig;, and judicioiie compromise difficult. So 
after a hurried conversatiou with Mucio, who insisted on an 
interview with the King, she set forth for the Louvre, the 
Duke lounging calmly by the side of her sedan chair, on 
foot, receiving the homage of the populace, as men, women, 
and children together, they swarmed around him as he walked, 
kissing his garments, and rending the air with their ahonta,' 
For that wolfish mob of Paris, which had once lapped the 
blood of t-an thousand Huguenots in a single night, and was 
again rabid witli thirst, was most docile and fawning to the 
great Balafrd It grovelled before him, it hung upon his look, 
it licked his hand, and, at the lifting of his linger, or the 
glance of his eye, would have sprung at the throat of King 
or Queen-Mother, minster, or minion, and devoured them all 
before hia eyes. It was longing for the sign, for much aa Paris 
adored and was besotted with Guise and the League, even 
more, if possible, did it hate those godless politicians, who had 
grown fat on extortions from the poor, and who had converted 
their substance into the daily bread of luxury. 

Nevertheless the city was full of armed men, Swiss and 
German mercenaries, and burgher guards, sworn to fidelity to 
the throne. The place might have been swept clean, at that 
moment, of rebels who were not yet anned or fortified in their 
|K}sitions. The Lord had delivered Guise into Henry's hands. 
" Oh, the madman ! " cried Sixtua V., when lie heard that the 
Buke had gone to I'aris, " thus to put himself into the clutches 
of the King whom he had so deeply offended ! " And, " Oh, 
the wretched coward, the imbecile ! " he added, when he beard 
how the King had dealt with his great enemy.* 

For the monarch was in his cabinet that May morning, 
irresolutely awaiting the announced visit of the Duke, By 
his side stood Alphonse Corse, attached as a mastiff to his 
master, and fearing not Guise nor Leaguer, man nor deviL 
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The mob had heen surging through all the streets anJ 
lanes, until, as by a single itupuh»c, chains were stretched 
across the streets, and barricades thrown up in all the prin- 
cipal thoroughfares. About noon the Uiihe of Guise, who 
hart been sitting quietly in his hotel, with a very few armed 
followers, came out into the street of the Hotel Montmorency, 
and walked calmly up and down, arm-in-arm with the Arch- 
hiahop of Lyons, between a double hedge-row of Kpectators 
and admirers, three or four ranks thick. He was dressed in 
a white slashed doublet and hose, and wore a very large hat.' 
Shouts of triumph resounded from a thousand brazen throats, 
as he moved calmly about, receiving, at every instant, ex- 
presses from the great gathering in the Place Maubert. 

" Enough, too much, my good friends," he said, taking off 
the great liat — (" I don't know whether he was laughing in it." 
observed one who was looking on that day) — " Enough of 
' Long live Guise ! ' Cry ' Long live the King! ' " ' 

There was no response, as might be expected, and the 
people shouted more hoarsely than ever for Madam League 
and the Balafre. The Duke's face was full of gaiety ; thero 
was not a shadow of anxiety upon it in that perilous and 
eventful moment. He saw that the day was his own. 

For now, the people ripe, ready, mustered, armed, barri- 
caded, awaited but a signal to assault the King's mercenaries, 
before rushing to the palace. On every house-top missiles 
were provided to hnrl npon their heads. ITiere seemed no 
escape for Henry or his Germans from impending doom, when 
Guise, thoroughly triumphant, vouchsafed them their lives. 

" You must give me these soldiers as a present, my friends," 
said he to the populace. 

And BO the armed Swiss, French, and German troopers and 
infantry, aubmitted to be led out of Paris, following with 
docility the aide-de-camp of Guise, Captain St, Paul, who 
walked quietly before them, with his sword in its scabbard, 
and directing their movements with a cane. Sixty of them 
were slain by the mob, who could not, even at tho command 
1 Ibid. 
2 F 
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etimed bis wages, and Philip II. reigiied in Paris. The com- 
mands of the League were now complied with. Heicticd 
were doomed to extermination. The edict of 19th isthJuk, 
July, 1588, waa published with the most exclusive '^®^- 
and stringent provisions tliat the most bitter Romam'st could 
imagine,' and, as a fair beginning, two young girls, daughters 
of Jacques Forcade, ouco ' procureur au parlement,' were 
burned in Paris, for the crime of Protostantism.* 

The Duke of Guise waa named Generalissimo of the King- 
dom (20th August, 1588). Henry gave in his Bubmission to 
the Council of Trent, the edicts, the Inquisition, and the rest of 
the League's infernal machinery, and was formally reconciled 
to Guise, with how much sincerity time waa soon to show.' 

Meantime Philip, for whom and at whoso expense all this 
work had been done by tho hands of the faithful Mucio, was 
constantly assuring his royal brother of France, through 
envoy Longlee, at Jladrid, of his most affectionate friendship, 
and utterly repudiating all knowledge of these troublesome 
and dangerous plota. Yet they had been especially organized 
— as we have seen — by himself and the Balafre, in order that 
France might be kept a prey to civil war, and thus rendered 
incapable of offering any obstruction to his great enterprise 
against England, Any complicity of Mendoza, the Spanish 
ambassador in Paris, or of tho Duke of Parma, who were im- 
portant agents in all these proceedings, with the Duke of 
Guise, was strenuously and circumstantially denied ; and 
the Balafre, on the day of the barricades, sent Brissac to 
Elizabeth's envoy, Sir Edward Stafford, to assure him as to 
hifl personal safety, and as to the deep affection with which 
England and its Queen were regarded by himself and all bis 
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principal topic of diacusaion was the peace-negotiationa, which 
the Sfates-General, both at home and tlirough their delegation 
in England, had been doing their beat to prevent ; steadily re- 
fusing her Majesty's demand that commiBsionere, on their 
part, should be appointed to participate in the conferences at 
Ostend. Elizabeth promised that there should be aa strict 
regard paid to the interests of Holland aa to those of England, 
in case of a pacification, and that she would never forget her 
duty to them, to herself, and to the world, as the protectress 
of the reformed religion. The deputies, on the other hand, 
warned her that peace with Spain was impossible ; that the 
intention of the Spanish court was to deceive her, while pre- 
paring her destruction and theirs; that it was hopeless to 
attempt the concession of any freedom of conscience from 
Philip II. ; and that any stipulations which might be made 
upon that, or any otlier subject, fay the Spanish commis- 
sioners, would be tossed to the wind. In reply to the Queen's 
loud coraphtints that the States had been trifling with her, and 
undutiful to her, and that they had kept her waiting seven 
months long for an answer to her summons to participate in 
the negotiations, they replied, that up to the 15th October of 
the previous year, althougli there had been flying rumours of 
an intention on the part of her Majesty's government to 
open those communications with the enemy, it hod, " never- 
theless been earnestly and expressly, and with high words 
and oaths, denied that there was any truth in tliose rumours." 
Since that time the States had not once only, but many times, 
in private letters, in public documents, and in conversationa 
with Lord Leicester and other eminent personages, depre- 
cated any communications whatever with Spain, asserting 
uniformly their conviction that such proceedings would bring 
ruin on Uieir country, and imploring her Majesty not to give 
ear to any propositions whatever.' 

And not only were the envoys, regularly appointed by the 
States-General, most active in England, in their attempts to 
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Spain, never to re-appear.' As to Parma'A intentions, they 
were thought to lie rather in the direction of Ostend than of 
England ; and Elizabeth, on the 20th July, was more anxious 
for that city than for her own kingdom. " Mr. Ned, I am 
persuaded," she wrote to Norris, "that if the Spanish fleet 
break, the Prince of Parma'a enterprise for England will fall 
to the ground, and then are you to look to Ostend. Haste 
your works." ' 

All through the spring and early summer, Stafford, in 
Paris, was kept in a state of much perplexity as to the 
designs of Spain — so contradictory were the stories circulated, 
and 90 bewildering the actions of men known to be hostile to 
England. In the last days of April he iulimated it as a com- 
mon opinion in Paris, that Ihese naval preparations of Philip 
were an elaborate farce ; " that the great elephant would bring 
forth but a mouse ; that the great processions, prayers, and 
pardons, at Home, for the prosperous succcess of the Armada 
against England, would be of no eflect; that the King of 
Spain was laughing in his sleeve at tho Pope, that he could 
make such a fool of him ; and that such an enterprise was a 
thing the King never durst think of in deed, but only in show 
to feed the world." * 

Thus, although furnished with minute details as to these 
armaments, and as to tho exact designs of Spain against his 
country, by the ostentatious statements of the Spanish ambas- 
eador in Paris himself, the English envoy was still inclmed to 
believe that these statements were a figment, expressly in- 
tended to deceive. Yet he was aware that Lord Westmore- 
land, Lord Paget, Sir Charles Paget, Morgan, and other English 
refugees, were constantly meeting with Mendoza, that they 
1 WaLdngham to E. Norrifl, ,{ July, i ^ ^^ 't^}. ,^« <Jispe««i them- 
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offered the beta were Imown to be well-wisbera to tlie Spanieh 
party.' 

Thus sharp diplomatists aud statesmen like Longlee, Staf- 
ford, and WalsingLam, were beginning to lose tbeir fear of 
the great bugbear by which England had so long been haunted. 
It was therefore no deep stain on the Queen's sagacity tliat 
that she, too, was willing to place credence in the plighted 
honour of Alexander Farueae, the great prince who prided 
himself on his sincerity, and who, next to the King his 
master, adored the ^■irgin Queen of England, 

The deputies of the Netherland cliurches had come, with 
the permission of Count Maurice aud of the States-General ; 
but they represented more strongly than any other envoys 
could do, the English and the monarchical party. They were 
instructed especially to implore the Queen to accept the boyo- 
reignty of their country ; to assure her that the restoration of 
Philip — who had been a wolf instead of a shepherd to his 
flock — was an impossibility, that he had been solemnly and 
for ever deposed, that under her sceptre only could the Pro- 
Tincea ever recover their ancient prosperity; that ancient and 
modem history alike made it manifest that a free repubb'c 
could never maintain itself, but that it must, of necessity, run 
its course through sedition, bloodshed, and anarchy, until 
liberty was at last crushed by an absolute despotism ; that 
equality of condition, the basis of democratic institutions, could 
never be made firm ; and that a fortunate exception, like that 
of Switzerland, whose historical and political circumstances 
were peculiar, coidd never ser\'e as a model to the Nether- 
lands, accustomed as those Provinces had ever been to a 
monarchical form of government ; and that the antagonism 
of aristocratic and democratic elements in the States had 
already produced discord, and was threatening destmction 
to tho whole conntry. To avert such dangers the splen- 
dour of royal authority was necossar)', according to tJio 
venerable commands of Holy Writ ; aud therefore the Nether- 
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"But," asked a deputy, "if the Spanish fleet doea not 
Bucceed in its enterprise, will the peace-negotiations be 
renewed ? " 

" By no means," gaid Walsingham ; " the Queen can never 
do that, consistently with her honour. They have scattered 
infamous libels against her — so scandalous, that you would be 
aatounded should you read them. Arguments drawn from 
honour are more valid with princes than any other." 

He alluded to the point in their memorial touching the free 
exercise of the reformed religion in the Provinces. 

" 'Tis well and piously said," he observed ; " but princes and 
great lords are not always very earnest in such matters. I 
think that her Majesty's envoys will not press for the free 
exercise of the religion so very much ; not more than for two 
or three years. By that time — should our negotiations suc- 
ceed — the foreign troops will have evacuated the Netherlands 
on condition that the States-General shall settle the religious 
question." ' 

" But," said Daniel de Dieu, one of the deputies, " the 
tmyoritif of the States is Popish." 

" Be it so," replied Sir Francis ; " nevertheless they will 
sooner permit the exercise of the reformed religion than take 
up arms and begin the war anew." 

He then alluded to the proposition of the deputies to exclude 
all religious worship but that of the reformed church — all 
false religion — as they expressed themselves. 

"Her Majesty," said ho, " is well disposed to permit some 
-exercise of their religion to the Papiste. So far as regards my 
own feelings, if we were now in the beginning of tbe reforma- 
tion, and the papacy wore still entire, I should willingly con- 
cede such exercise ; but now that the papacy has been over- 
thrown, I think it would not be safe to give such i>ermission. 
When we were disputing, at the time of the pacification of 
Ghent, whether the Popish religion should be partially per- 
mitted, the Prince of Orange was of the affirmative opinion; 

' ■ Bupott of tlie Dopntio*,' in Bar, Urt dtoL 
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which her Majesty grociouBly received, and theo, getting ou 
horsebBck, rode off to Bichmond.' 

The memorial was iu the nature of au exhortation to sustain 
the religion, and to keep clear of all negotiations with idolaters 
and unbelievers ; and the memorialists supported themselves 
by copious references to Deuteronomy, Proverbs, Isaiah, 
Timothy, and Psalms, relying mainly on the case of Jehosa- 
phat, who came to disgrace and disaster tlirough his treaty 
with the idolatrous King Aliab, With regard to any compo- 
sition with Spain, they observed, in homely language, tliat a 
burnt cat fears the fire ; and they assured the Queen that, by 
following their advice, she would gain a glorious and immortal 
name, like those of Bavid, Ezekiel, Josiah, and others, whoso 
fragrant memory, even ae precious incense from the apothe- 
cary's, endureth to the end of the world.' 

It was not surprising that Elizabeth, getting on horseback 
on the 15th July, 158S, with her head fuU of Tilbury Fort and 
Alediua Sidonia, should have as little relish for the affairs of 
Ahab and Jehosophat, as for those melting speeches of Dio- 
mede and of Tumus, to which Dr. Valentine Dale on his part 
was at that moment invoking her attention. 

On the 20th July, the deputies were informed by Leicester 
that her Majesty would grant them an interview, jui^ ao, 
and that they must come into his quarter of the ^^^^' 
palace and await her arrival. 

Between six and seven in the evening she came into the 
throne-room, and the deputies again fell ou their knees before 
her.' 

She then seated herself — the deputies remaining on their 
knees on her right side and the Earl of Leicester standing at 
her left — and proceeded to make many remarks touching her 
earnestness in the pending negotiations to provide for their 
religioiiB freedom. It seemed that she must have received a 
hint from Walsingham on the subject. 

1 'Raport of the Deputies,' 259. I Obonjliea,* 4c., npod Bor III. 200- 
ZeOWi. 1 263, teg, 
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De Dieu. — " We came'with their knowledge." 

The Queen. — " Are you sent only from Holland and Zee- 
land ? Is there no enyoy from Utrecht and the other Pro- 
TUices ? " 

Helmichius. — " We two," pointing to his colleague Soa- 
Bingius, "arc from Utrecht." 

The Queen. — "What? Is thia young man also a minister?" 
Bho meant Helmichius, who hod a very little beard, and looked 
yoting. 

SossingiuB. — " He is not bo young as he looks." 

The Queen. — "Youths are sometimes as ahle as old men." 

Do Dieu. — "I have heard our brother preach in France 
more than fourteen years ago." 

The Queen. — He must have begun young. How old were 
you when you first became a preacher ? " 

Hebnichiua. — " Twenty-tlireo or twenty-four years of age." 

The Queon. — " It was with us, at first., considered a scandal 
that a man so young aa that should be admitted to the pulpit. 
Our antagonists reproached us with it in a book, called ' Scau- 
dale de I'Angleterre,' saying that we had none hut school-boyB 
for ministera, I understand that you pray for me as warmly 
aa if I were your sovereign princess. I think I have done as 
much for the religion as if I were your Queen." 

Helmichius. — " We are far from thinking otherwise. Wo 
acknowledge willingly your Majesty's benefits to our churches." 

The Queen, — " It would else be ingratitude on your part" 

Helmichius. — " But the King of Spain will never keep any 
promise about the religion," 

The Queen. — " He will never come ao far : ho does nothing 
but make a noise on all sides. Item, I don't think ho has 
much confidence in himself." 

De Dieu. — " Your Majesty has many enemies. The Lord 
hath hitherto supported you, and we pray that he may continue 
to uphold your Majesty." 

The Queen. — " 1 have indeed many enemies ; but I make 
no great account of them. Is there anything else you seek ?" 

De Dieu. — " There is a special point : it concerns our, or 
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other work than protocolling. Oue throb of patriotism moved 
the breast of both nations. A longing to grap]>le, once for 
all, with the great enemy of civil and religious liberty in- 
spired botli. In Holland, the States-General and all the men 
to whom the people looked for guidance, had been long 
deprecating the peace-negotiations. Extraordinary supplies — 
more than hail ever been granted before — were voted for the 
ex)ienses of the campaign ; and Maurice of Nassau, fitly em- 
bodying the warlike tendencies of his country and race, bad 
been moHt importunate with Queen Elizabeth that she would 
accept his services and his advice.' Armed vessels of every 
size, tiom the gun-boat to the galleon of 1200 tons— tlien 
the most imposing ship in those waters— swarmed in all the 
estuaries and rivGrs, and along the Dutch and Flemish coast, 
bidding defiance to Parma and his armaments ; and offers 
of a large contingent from the fleets of Joost de Moor and 
Justinus de Xassau, to serve under Seymour and Howard, 
were freely made by the States-General. 

It was decided early in July, by the board of admiralty, pre- 
sided over by Prince Maurice, that the largest square-rigged 
vessels of Holland and Zeeland should cruise between England 
and the Fk-Diish coast, outside the banks ; that a squadron 
of lesser ships should be statiuued within the hanks ; uud that 
a fleet of sloops and fly-boats should hover cluse in shore, 
abitut Flushing and Ramniekens. All the war-vessels of the 
little republic were thus fiilly employed. But, besides this 
arrangement, Maurice was empowered to lay an embargo — 
ujider what penalty he chose and during his pleasure — on all 
square-rigged vessels over 300 tons, in order that there might 
be uu additional supply in case of need. Ninety ships of war 
under \^'armond, admiral, and Van der Does, vice-admiral of 
Holland ; and Justinus de Nassau, admiral, and Joost de Moor, 
vice-admiral of Zeeland; tc^ther with fifty merchant- vessels 
of the best and strongest, equipped and armed for active 
service, composed a formidable fleet.' 

10 mncli mixoliicf liuil been 
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?at danger, so long deferred, waa felt at last 
to be closely approachiug. The little nation of four millions, 
tlie merry England of the sixteenth century, went forward to 
the death-grapple with its gigantic antagonist as cheerfully 88 
to a long-expeoted holiday, Spain was a vast empire, over- 
ehadowing the world; England, in comparison, but a pro- 
vince ; yet nothing could surpass the steadiness with which 
the conflict was awaited. 

For, during all the months of suspense, the soldiers and 
sailors, and many statesmen of England, had de])recated, 
even as the Hollanders had been doing, the dangerous delays 
of Ostend. Elizabeth was not embodying the national in- 
Btinct, when she talked of peace, and shrank penuriously from 
the expenses of war. There was much disappointment, even 
indignation, at the slothfulnees with which the preparations 
for defence went on, during the period when tliero was yet 
time to make them. It was feared with justice that Eng- 
land, utterly unfortified as were its cities, and defended only 
by its little navy without, and by untaught enthusiasm 
witliin, might, after all, prove an easier conquest than Hol- 
land and Zeeland, every town in whose territory bristled with 
fortifications. K the Enghah ships — well-trained and swift 
Bailors as they were — were unprovided with spars and cord- 
age, beef and biscuit, powder and shot, and the militia-men, 
however enthusiastic, were neither drilled nor armed, was it 
BO very certain, after all, that successful resistance would be 
made to the great Armada, and to the veteran pikemen and 
musketeers of Famese, seasoned on a hundred battle-fields, 
and eqiiipped as for a tournament ? There was generous eou- 
fidouce and cliivalrous loyalty on the part of Elizabeth's 
naval and mUitary commanders; but there bad been deep 
regret and disappointment at her course. 

Hawkins was anxious, all through the winter and spring, to 
cruise with a small squadron off the coast of Spain. With a 
dozen vessels he undertook to " distress anything tliat went 
through the seas." The cost of such a squadron, with eighteen 
liundred men, to bo relieved every four months, he estimated at 
2 a 2 
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we do not curse for this a long grey beard with a white head 
witless, that will make all the world think us hearlleHs. You 
know whom I mean."' And it certainly was not difficult to 
understand the allusion to the pondering Lord-Treasurer. — 
" Opus est aliquo Dnedah, to direct us out of the maze," " said 
that much puzzled statesman; but he hardly seemed to be 
making himself wings with which to lift England and himself 
out of the labyrinth. The ships were good ships, but there 
was intolerable delay in getting a sufficient number of them 
as ready for acrtion as was the qjirit of their commanders. 

" Our ships do show like gallants here," said Winter ; " it 
would do a man's heart good to behold them. Would to God 
the Prince of Parma were ou the seas with all his force:^, and 
we in sight of them. You should hear that we would make 
hia enterprise very unpleasant to him." * 

And Howard, too, was delighted not only with his own little 
flag-Bhip the Ark-Royal — "the odd ship of the world for all 
conditions," — but with all of hie fleet that could be miistered. 
Although wonders were reported, by every airival from the 
south, of the coming Armada, the Lord-Admiral was not ap- 
palled. He was perhaps rather imprudent in the defiance he 
flung to the enemy. " Let me have the four great ships and 
twenty hoys, with hut twenty men a-piece, and each with but 
two iron pieces, and her Majesty shall have a good account 
of the Spanish forces; and I will make the King wish hia 
galleys home again. Few as we are, if his forces be not hun- 
dreds, we will make good sport with them." ' 

But those four great ships of her Majesty, so much longed 
for by Howard, were not forthcoming. He complained that 
the Queen was "keeping them to protect Chatham Chunh 
withal, when they should he serving their turn abroad."" 
The Spanish fleet was already reported as niimheriiig from 
210 sail, with 30.00U men,' to 400 or 300 ships, and 80,000 
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In truth Elizabeth's most faithful subjects were appiilled at 
the niin which she seemed by ber mistaken policy to be ren- 
dering inevitable. "I am sorry," said tbe Admiral, "that 
her Majesty is so careless of Uiia most dangerous time, I 
fear me much, and with grief I think it, tliat she relieth on a 
hope that will deceive her, and greatly endanger her, and 
then it will not be her money nor her jewels that will help ; 
for as they will do good in timei so tliey will help nothing for 
the redeeming of time." ' 

The preparations on shore were even more dilatory than 
those ou the sea. We have seen that the Duke of Parma, 
once landed, expected to march directly upon London ; and it 
was notorious that there were no fortresses to oppose a march 
of the first geucral in Europe and liis veterans upon that 
miprotected and wealthy metropolis. An army liad been 
onroUed— a force of 86,016 foot, and 13,831 cavalry ; but it 
was an army on paper merely. Even of the 8(),000, only 
48,000 were set down oa trained ; and it is certain that the 
training had been of the most meagre and un-^tisfactory 
description.' Leicester was to be commander-in-chief; but 
we have already seen that nobleman measuring himself, not 
much to his advantage, with Alexander Farnese, in the Isle 
of Bommel, on the sands of Blaokenbnrg, and at the gates 
uf Sluys. His army was to consist of 27,000 infantry, and 
2000 horse ; yet at midsummer it had not reached half that 
number. Lord Chamberlain Hunsdon was to protect the 
Queen's person with another army of 3fi,IX)0 ; but this force 
was purely an imaginary one ; and the lord-lientenant of eacli 
county was to do his best with the militia. But men were 
perpetually escaping out of the general service, in order to 
make themselves retainers for private noblemen, and be kept 
at their expense. " You shall hardly believe," said Leicester, 
"how many new liveries be gotten within these six weeks, 
and no man fears t!ie penalty. It would be better tliat every 
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The day waa fast approacliing when all the powder in Eng- 
land would bo too little for the demand. But matters hod 
not very much mended even at midsummer. It ia true that 

J Leicester, who was apt lo be sanguine — particularly 

u " '■ in matters under his immediate control — spoke of 
the handful of recruits assembled at his camp in 
Essei, as " soUlierg of a year's experience, rather than a 
month's camping ;" but in this opinion he differed from many 
competent authorities, and was somewliat in contradiction to 
himself. Nevertheless he was glad that the Queen had de- 
termined lo visit him, and encourage his soldiers. 

" I have received in seeret," he said, " those news that 
please me, that yoiir JfajeBty doth intend to behold the poor 
and bare company that lie here iu the field, most willingly to 
serve you, yea, most ready to die for you. You shall, dear 
Lady, behold as goodly, loyal, and as able men as any prince 
Christian can show you, and yet but a handful of your own, m 
comparison of the rest you have. What comfort not only 
these shall receive who shall be the happiest to behold your- 
self I cannot express; but assuredly it will give no small 
comfort to the rest, that shall be overshined with the beams 
of BO gracious and princely a party, for what yoiu- royal 
Majesty shall do to these will be accepted us done to all. 
(jood sweet Queen, alter not your purpose, if God give you 
health. It will he your pain for the time, but your pleasure 
to beliold such people. And siu-ely the place must content 
you, being as fair a soil and as goodly a prospect as may be 
seen or found, as this extreme weather hath made trial, which 
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land, distinguished for liis m&rtial cliaracter, public spirit, 
and admirable temper, rather than for csperionoe or skill as 
a seaman, toiik command of the whole fleet, in his " little odd 
ship for all conditions," the Ark Jloi/al, of 800 tons, 425 sailors, 
and 55 guns. 

Next in rank was Vice-Admiral Drake, in the Revenge, of 
500 tons, 250 men and 40 gnna. Lonl Henry Seynioiir, 
in the Mainhow, of precisely the same size and strength, 
commanded the inner squadron, which cmised in the neigh- 
bourhood of the French and Flemish coast. 

The Hollanders and Zeelanders had undertaken to blockade 
the Duke of Parma still more clo8ely,and pledged themselves 
that he should never venture to show himself upon the open 
sea at all. The mouth of the Scheldt, and the dangerous 
sliallows ofif the coast of Newport and Dunkirk, swarmed witli 
their detennined and welt-seasoned craft, from the Hybooter or 
filibuster of the rivers, to the larger armed vessels, built to 
confront every danger, and to deal with any adversarj-. 

Famesc, on liia part, witliin that well-guarded territory, 
had, for months long, scarcely slackened in his preparations, 
day or night. Whole forests had been felled hi the land of Waas 
to furnish him with transports and gun-boats, and with such 
rapidity, tliat — according to his enthusiastic historiographer — 
each tree seemed by magic to metamorphose itself into a 
vessel at the word of command.' Shipbuilders, pilots, and 
seamen, were brought from the Baltic, from Hambiu^h, from 
Genoa. The whole surface of the obedient Netherlands, 
whcJice wholesome industry had long been banished, was now 
tlie scene of a prodigious baleful activity. Portable bridge* 
for fording the rivers of England, stot^kades for entrench- 
ments, rafto and oars, were provided in vast numbers, and 
Alexander dug canals and widened natnral streams to facilitate 
his operations." These wretched Provinces, crippled, im- 
poverished, languishing for peace, were forced to contribute 
out of their poverty, and to find strength even in their ex- 

1 Blrdda. H. ix. M2. I 21 Dm, 1687. (Arch, de Bimanca*. 
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negotiations, had been going forward month after month, in 
England, Holland, Flanders. Nevertheless, winter, spring, 
two-thirds of summer, had passed away, and on the 29th 
July, 1588, there remained the same sickening uncertainty, 
which was the atmosphere in which the nations had existed 
for a twelvemonth. 

Howard had cruised for a few weeks between England and 
Spain, Mdthout any results, and, on his return, had found it 
necessary to implore her Majesty, as late as July, to " trust no 
more to Judas' kisses, but to her sword, not her enemy's 
word." ^ 

» Howard to Walamgham. —^ 1588.. in Barrow, 284. 
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The president of the coiincU of Italy, after Graiivelle's 
deatli, was QuJroga, caiiiinal of Toledo, aiid iiiqiiisitor-geueral.' 
Enormously long lettei-s, in the King's iiamo, were prepared 
chiefly by the two aecretaries, Idiaqnez and Moura. In their 
hands was the vast correspondence with Mendoza and Parmu, 
and Olivarez at Rome, and »nth Mucio, in which all the strata- 
gems for the Biibjiigiition of Protestant Europe wereslowly and 
artistically contrived. Of the great conspiracy against human 
liberty, of which the Pop© and Philip were the double head, 
this midnight triumvirate was the chief executive committee. 

These innumerable despatches, signed by Philip, were not 
the emanations of his own mind. The King had a fixed pur- 
pose to subdne Protestantism and tfl conquer the world ; but 
the plans for carrying the purpose into effect were develop(d 
by subtler and more comprehensive minds than his own. 
It was enough for him to ponder wearily over schemes which 
he was supposed to dictate, and to give himself the appear- 
ance of supervising wliat he scarcely comprehended. And 
his work of supervision was ofton confined to pettiest details. 
The liandwriting of Spain and Italy at that day was beautiful, 
and in our modern eyes seems neither antiquated nor uugTBcc- 
ful. Bnt Philip's s<'rawl was like that of a clown just 
admitted to a writing-school, and the whole margin of a fairly 
penned despatch, perhaps fifty pages long, laid before him 
for comment and signature by Idiaquez or Moiua, would be 
sometimes covered with a few awkward sentences, which it 
was almost impossible to read, and which, when deciphered, 
were apt to reveal su^estions of astounding triviality.' 

Thus a most important despatch — in which the King, with 
his own hand, was supposed to be conveying secret intelligence 
to Mendoza concerning the Armada, togetlicr with minute 
directions for the regulation of Guise's conduct at the me- 



V 



cas. HI who baa studied with ku own almoat illcsible. and eriduntl; wiilleu 

eyfie the great coUectiou of docnraent* with orcat diScdtr. WbsD deci- 

□rigiuallj beloDging to that deposi- plii^rciT they ore fuood to he alwaya 

' now piTBFTved Id tUe nwkwnrd, gutcrnlly uugTuDiuiaticul. 

of tlic Kiiipiri- ot Piirio. mid vi'ty (iftiii poyrilf. 



1588. DIS SYSTEM OF WORK AND DECEPTION. 4G1 

" But perhaps they were fleas," wrote Philip.' 
Such esamples — aud many more might be given — suffi- 
ciently indicate the nature of the man on whom snch enormous 
responsibilities rested, SJid who had been, by the adulation of 
his fellow-creatures, elevated into a god. And we may cast 
& glance upon hira as he sits in his cabinet — buried among 
those piles of despatches — and receiving methodically, at 
stated hours, Idiaquez, or Moura, or Chincon, to settle the 
aOairs of so many millions of the human race; and we may 
watch exactly tlie progress of that scheme, concerning which 
80 many contradictory nimours were circulating in Europe. 
In the month of April a Walsingham could doubt, even in 
August an ingenuous comptroller could disbelieve, the reality 
of tlie great project, and the Pope liimaclf, even whfle pledg- 
ing himself to assistance, had been system atii'ally deceived. 
He had supposed the whole scheme rendered futile by the 
exploit of Drake at Cadiz, and had declared that " the Queen 
of England's distaft" was worth more than Philip's sword, that 
the King was a poor creature, that he would never he able to 
come to a resolution, and that even if he should do so, it 
would be too late ; " ' and he had subsequently been doing 
his best, through his nuncio in France, to persuade the Queen 
to embrace the Catholic religion, and thus save herself from 
the impending danger. Heury III. had even been urged by 
the Pope to send a special ambassador to her for this purpose 
— as if the persuasions of the wretched Valois were likely to 
bo effective with Elizabeth Tudor — and Burghloy had, by 
means of spies in Itomo, who pretended to bo Catholics, given 
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peremptorily, to forbid his writing letters on the subject to 
his Majesty, and to order him to accept his post or to de- 
cline it without conditions, in which latter contingency he was 
to be informed that his auccessor was already decided upon.' 

This wna not the moat eligible way perhaps for bringing 
the captain-general into a cheerihl mood ; particularly as he 
was expected to bo ready in January to sail to the Flemish 
coaat." NeverthelesB the Marquis expressed a hope to ac- 
complish hia sovereign's wishes ; and great had been the 
bustle in all the dockyards of Naples, Sicily, and Spain ; par- 
ticularly in tho proTinces of Guipuzcoa, Biscay, and Anda- 
lueia, and in the four great cities of the coast. War-ships of 
all dimensions, tenders, transports, soldiers, sailors, sutlers, 
munitions of war, provisions, were all rapidly concentxatuig 
in Lisbon as the great place of rendezvous ; and Philip con- 
fidently believed, and aa confidently informed the Duko of 
Parma, that he might be expecting the Armada at any time 
aftor the end of January.' 

Perhaps in the history of mankind there has never been a 
vast project of conquest conceived and matured in so pro- 
tracted and yet ao desultory a manner, aa waa thia famous 
Spanish invasion. There was something almost puerile in 
tho whims rather than schemes of Pliilip for carrying out bis 
purpose. It was probable that some resistance would ho 
offered, at least by the navy of England, to the subjugation 
of that country, and the King had enjoyed an oppor- 
tunity, tho preceding summer, of seeing the way in wliich 
EngUsh sailors did their work. He had also appeared to 
understand the necessity of covering tlie pasaage of Famese 
from tho Flemish ports into the Thames, by means of the 
great Spanish fleet from Lisbon. Noverthelesa he never 
seemed to be aware that Fameao could not invade England 
quite by himself, and was perpetually expecting to hear that 
he had done so. 

" Holland and Zeeland," wrote Alexander to PhiUp, "have 

' HS. lost citea. 
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leaving no more soldiers in the Ketherlands tlian were abso- 
lutely necessary for the defence of the obedient Proviiicoe 
against the rebels, he could only take with him to England 
23.000 men, even after tlie reinforcements from Medina. 
" When we talked of taking England by surprise," said Alex- 
ander, " wo never thonght of leas than 30,000. Now that she 
is alert and ready for us, and that it is certain we must fight 
by sea and by land, 50,000 would be few." ' He almost ridi- 
culed the ICing's suggestion that a feint might be made by 
way of besieging some few places in Holland or Zeelond. The 
whole matter in hand, he said, had become as public aa 
possible, and the only efficient blind was the peace-nego- 
tiation ; for many believed, as the English deputies were now 
treating at Ostend, that peace would follow." 

At last, on the 28th, 29th, and 30th May, 1588, the fleet, 
which had been waiting at Lisbon more than a month for 
favourable weatlier, set sail from that port, after having been 
duly blessed by the Cardinal Archduke Albert, viceroy of 
Portugal* 

There were rather more than one hundred and thirty ships 
in all, divided into ten squadrons.* There was the squadron 
of Portugal, consisting of ten galleons, and commanded by 
the captain-general, Medina Sidonia. In the squadion of 
Castile were fourteen sliips of various sizes, under General 
Diego Flores de Valdez. This officer waa one of the moat 
experienced naval officers in the Spanish service, and was 
subsequently ordered, in consequence, to sail with the general- 
issiino in his flag-ship." In the squadron of Andalusia were 
ten galleons and other vessels, under General Pedro de Valdez. 
In the squadron of Biscay were t«n galleons and lesser ships, 
under Genera! Juan Martinez de Becalde, upper admiral of 
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galley, and were rowed each by three htmdred galley-slavea. 
They consisted of an enonaoua towering fortresa at the stern, 
a castellated structure almost equally massive in front, with 
seats for the rowers a-midships. At stem and stem and 
between each of the slaves' benches were heavy cannon. 
These goleasses were floating edifices, very wonderful to con- 
templata They were gorgeously ducorated. There were 
splendid state-apartments, cabins, chapels, and pulpits in each, 
and they were amply provided with awnings, cusliiona, stream- 
ers, standards, gilded saints, and bands of muBie.' To take 
part in an ostentatious pageant, nothing could be better 
devised. To fulfil the great objects of a war-veaael — to sail 
and to fight — they were the worst machines ever laimched 
upon the ocean. The four galleys were similar to the ga- 
leasses in every respect except that of size, in which they were 
by one-third inferior. 

All the ships of the fleet — galeasses, galleys, galleoos, and 
hulks — were so encumbered with top-hamper, so overweighted 
in proportion to their draught of water, that they could bear 
but little canvas, even with smooth seas and light and favour- 
able winds. In violent tempests, therefore, they seemed likely 
to suffer. To the eyes of the 16th century these vessels 
seemed enormous. A ship of 1300 tons was then a monster 
rarely seen, and a fleet, numbering from 130 to 150 sail, with 
an aggregate tonnage of 60,000, seemed aufflcient to conquer 
the world, and to justify the arrogant title, by which it had 
baptised itself, of the Invincible. 

Such was the machinery which PhUip had at lost set afloat, 
for the purpose of dethroning Elizabeth and estabUshing the 
inquisition in England. One hundred and forty ships, eleven 
thousand Spanish veterans, as many more recruits, partly 
Spanish, partly Portuguese, 2000 grandees, as many galley- 
slaves, and three hundred barefooted friars and inquisitors. 

The plan was simple. Medina Sidonia was to proceed 
straight &om Lisbon to Calais roads : there he was to wait tor 
the Duke of Parma, who was to come forth from Newport, 

■ 6tiB^ n. ix. ad. Uetorou. IT. £70, 
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with God's help, I hope to accomplish your Majesty's de- 
mands."' He was much troubled however to find doubts 
entertained at the lost moment as to his 6000 Spaniards ; and 
certainly it hardly needed an argument to prove that the 
invasion of England with but 17.000 soldiers was a somewhat 
hazardous scheme. Yet the pilot Moreaini had brought him 
letters from Medina Sidonia, in which the Duke expressed 
hesitation about parting with those 6000 veterans, unless the 
English fleet should have been previously destroyed, and had 
also again expressed his hope that Parma would be punctual 
to the rendezvous." Alexander immediately combated these 
views in letters to Medina and to the King. He avowed that 
he would not depart one tittle from the plan originaUy laid 
down. The GOOO men, and more if possible, were to be fur- 
nished him, and the Spanish Armada was to protect his own 
flotilla, and to keep the channel clear of enemies. No other 
scheme was possible, he said, for it was clear that his collection 
of small flat-bottomed river-boats and hoys could not even 
make the passage, except in smooth weather. They could 
not contend with a storm, much less with the enemy's ships, 
which would destroy them utterly in case of a meeting, without 
his being able to avail himself of his soldiers — who would he 
80 close packed as to be hardly moveable — or of any hmnan 
help. The preposterous notion that he should come out with 
his flotilla to make a junction with Medina ofT Calais, was over 
and over again denounced by Alexander with vehemence and 
bitterness, and most boding expressious were used by him as 
to the probable result, were such a delusion persisted in.* 

Every possible precaution therefore but one had been taken. 
The King of France — almost at the same instant in which 
Guise had been receiving his latest instructioua from the 
Escorial for dethroning and deatroying that monarch — ^had 
been assured by X'hilip of his inalienable affection ; had been 
informed of the object of this great naval expedition — which 
was not by any means, as Meudoza had stated to Henry, an 
' Parma'to Philip. 22 Jiin.\ l.WS. (Aruli, de Sim. MS.) 
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were ill adapted to a temprat in the Bay of Biscay. There 
were those in the Armada, however, to whom the atorm was a 
blessing. Dayid Gwj-im, a Welsh mariner, had sat in the 
Spanish hulks a wretched galley-slave — as prisoner of war — 
for more than eleven years, hoping, year after year, for a 
chance of escape from bondage.' He sat now among the 
rowers of the great galley, the Vagixna, one of the humblest 
uistrumeuts by which the subjugation of his native land to 
Spain and Rome was to be efiected. 

Very naturally, among the ships which suffered most in the 
gale were the four huge unwieldy galleys — a squadron of four 
under Don Diego de Medrado — with their enormous lurreta 
at stem and stent, and their low and open waists. The chapels, 
pulpits, and gilded Madonnas proved of little avail in a hur- 
ricane. The Diana, lai^est of the four, went down witli all 
hands ; the Princea was labouring severely in the trough of 
the sea, and the Vasana was likewise in imminent danger. 
80 the master of this galley asked the Welsh slave, who had 
far more experience and seamanfihip than he possessed himself, 
if it were possible to save the vessel. Gwyun saw an oi>por- 
tunity for which he had been waiting eleven years. He was 
ready to improve it. He pointed out to the captain the hope- 
lessness of attempting to overtake the Armada. They should 
go down, he said, as the Diana had already done, and as the 
Princess waa like at any moment to do, unless they took in 
every rag of sail, and did their best with their oars to gain tlie 
Qeoreet port. But in order that the rowers might exert them- 
selves to tlie utmost, it was iieceaeary that the soldiers, who 
Q a useless incumbrance on deck, should go below. Thus 
only could the ship be properly handled. The captJtin, anxious 
to save his ship and his life, consented. Most of the soldiers 
were sent beneath the hatches : a few were ordered to sit on 
the benches among the slaves. Now there had been a secret 
understanding for many days among these untortunate mt^n, 
nor were they wholly without weapons. They had been 
accustomed to make toothpicks and other trifling articles for 
■ Bor. iii. 322. leq. 
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Hpsmords, Englishmen, Turka, and Moors, made their way to 
Rocholle. Gwynn had an interview with Kenry of Navarre, 
and received from that chivalroua king a handsome present. 
Afterwards he found his way to England, and was well com- 
mended by the Qufen. 'ITie rest of the liberated slaves 
dispersed in various directions." ' 

This was the first adventure of the invincible Armada. Of 
the squadron of galleys, one was already sunk in the sea, and 
two of the others had been conquered by their own slaves. 
The fourth rode out the gale with difficulty, and joined tho 
rest of the fleet, which ultimately re-assembled at Conma; 
the ships having, in distress, put in at 6rst at Vivera, Ribadeo, 
Gijon, and other northern ports of Spain.' At the Groyne — as 
the English of that day were accustomed to call Coruua' — 
they reniaiuod a mouth, repairing damages and recruiting ; 
and ou the y2nd of July ' (X.S.) the Armada set sail. Six 
days later, the Spaniards took soundings, thirty leagues ft'om 
the Scilly Islands, and on Friday, the 29th of July, o£F tlio 
Lizard,* they had their first glimpse of the land of promise 
presented them by Sixtus V., of which they had at last come 
to take possession. 

On the same day and night the blaze and smoke of ten 
thousand beacon-fires from the Land's End to Margate, and 
from the Isle of Wight to Cumberland, gave warning to every 
Englishman that the enemy was at last upon them. Almost 
at tliat very instant intelligence had been brought from the 
court to Oie Lord-Admiral at Plymouth, that the Armada, 
dispersed and shattered by the gales of June, was not likely 
to make its appearance that year ; and orders had couse- 
(jueutly been given to disarm the four largest ships, and send 
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band — with a few exeeptdonB, light, swift, and easily bandied 
— coald sail round and round those imwieldy galleona, 
hulks, and galleys rowed by fettered dave-gangs. The 
superior seamanship of free Englishmen, commanded by such 
espericnced captains as Drake, Frobishcr, and Hawkins — 
from infancy at homo on blue water — was maiulest in the 
very first encounter. They obtained the weather-gage at 
once, and cannonaded the enemy at intervals witli coneider- 
able effect, easily escaping at will out of range of the sluggisli 
Armada, wliich waa incapable of bearing sail in pursuit, 
although provided with an armament which could sink all its 
enemies at close quarters, " We had some small fight with 
them that Sunday afternoon," said Hawkins.' 

Medina Sidouia hoisted the royal standard at the fore, and 
the whole fleet did its utmost, which was little, to offer 
general battle. It was in vain. The English, following at 
the heels of the enemy, refused all such invitations, and 
attacked only the rear-guard of the Armada, where Eecalde 
commanded. That admiral, steadily maintaining his post, 
faced bis nimble antagonists, who continued to teaze, to mal- 
treat, and to elude him, while the rest of the fleet proceeded 
slowly up the Channel, closely followed by the enemy. And 
thus the running fight continued along the coast, in liill ^lew 
of Plyraoutli, whence boats with reinforcements and volun- 
t«erH were perpetually arriving to the Englisli ships, tmlil the 
battle had drifted quite out of reach of the town. 

Already in this first " small fight " the Spaniards had 
learned a lesson, and might even entertain a doubt of tlieir 
invincibility. But before the sun set there were more serious 
disasters. Much powder and shot had been expended by the 
Spaniards to very little purpose, and so a master-gunner on 
board Admiral Oquerido's flag-ship was reprimanded for care- 
less ball-practice. The gunner, who was a Fleming, enraged 
with his captain, laftl a train to the powder-magazine, fired it, 
and threw himself into the sea,' Two decks blew up. The 
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Drake then received tho gallant prisoner on board lis flag- 
ship — much to the disgust and indignation of Frobisher and 
Hawkins, time diuappointed of their prize- and ransom- 
money ' — treated him with much courtesy, aud gave hia word 
of honour that he and his men should be treated fairly like 
good prisoners of war. This pledge was redeemed, for it was 
not the English, as it was the Spanish custom, to convert 
captives into slaved, but only to hold them for ransom. 
Valdez responded to Drake's politeness by kissing bis hand, 
embracing him, and overpowering bim with magnificent com- 
pliments.'' lie was then sent on board the Lord-Admiral, 
who received him with similar orbanity, and expressed bis 
regret that so distiuguished a personage should have been so 
coolly deserted by the Duke of Medina. Don Pedro then 
returned to the Bevenge, where, as the guest of Drake, he 
was a witness to all subsequi^ut events up to the 10th of 
August, on which day he was sent io Loudon with some other 
officers,^ Sir Francis claiming his ransom as his lawful dne.' 

Here certaiidy was no very triiunphant beginning for 
the Invincible Armada. On the very first day of their being 
in presence of the English fleet — then but sixty-seven in 
number, and vastly their inferior in size aud weight of 
metal — they had lost the Sag-ships of the Guipuzcoan and 
of the Andalusian squadrons, with a general-admiral, 450 
officers aud men, and some 100,000 ducats of treasure. 
Tliey had been out-manceuvred, out-sailed, aud thorouglily 
maltreated by their ant^onists, and they bad been uuahlo 
to inflict a single blow in return. Thus the " small tight " bad 
been a cheerful one for the opponents of the Inquisition, 
and the English were proimrtionably encouraged. 
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distance to windward, without offering, that day, any obstruc- 
tion to tlieir course. 

By five o'clock on Tuesday morning, 2ud of August, tlio 
Armada lay between Portland Bill and St. Albans' Head, 
when the wind Bhifted to tlie nortli-eaat, and gave tum., 2 Aug- 
the Spaniards the weathei^gage.' The English did ^^*'*'- 
their best to get to windward, but the Duke, standing close 
into tho hjud with tlie whole Anuadu, mainfaiuDd hia ad- 
. vantage. The English then went about, making « tack evit- 
ward, and were soon afterwards assaulted by the Spaniards. 
A long and spirited action ensued, Howard in his little Ark 
Itoyal — " the odd ship of the world for all couditions " — was 
engaged at different times with Bertendonu, of tlie ItiJian 
squadron, with Alouzo de Leyva in the Eatla, and with other 
largo vessels. He was hard pressed for a time, but was gal- 
lantly supported by the Nimpareil, Captain Tanner ; and after 
a long and confused combat, in which the St. Mark, tho St. 
Luke, the St. Matthew, the St. Philip, the St. John, the St. 
James, tho St. John Baptiet, the St. Martin, and many other 
great gitlleonB, with saintly and apostolic names, fought pell- 
mell with the Lion, the Bear, the Bull, the Tiyer, tho Dreads 
nought, the Eefenge, the Victory, the Triumph, and other 
of the more profanely-baptized English shiiw, the Spaniards 
were again baffled in all their attempts to close with, and to 
board, their ever-attacking, ever-flying adversaries. ITio can- 
nonading was iuceasant, " We had a sharp and a long fight," 
said Hawkins.^ Boat-loads of nicn and munitions were per- 
pi:tuul1y juriviug to the English, and many high-boni volun- 
teers — like Cumberland, Oxford, Northumberland, llaleigli, 
Brooke, Dudley, Willoughby, Noel, William Hattou, Thomas 
Cecil, and others — could no longer restrain their imjiatience, 
as the roar of battle sounded along the coast* of Dorset, but 
flocked merrily on board tho ships of Drake, Hawkins, 
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Howard, Drake, Hawkins, and Frobisher, amounted to near 
one hundred sail, exclusive of Lord Henry Seymour's division, 
which was cruising in the Straits of Dover. But few of all 
thie number were ships of war however, and the merchant 
vessels, although zealous and active enough, were not thought 
very effective. " If ytiu had seen the simple service done by 
the merchants and coast ships," said Winter, "you would 
Lave said we had been little holpen by them, otherwise than 
that they did make a show." ' 

AH night the Spaniards, holding their course towardy 
Calais, after the long but iudecisive conflict had terminated, 
were closely pursued by ihrii wary antogouists. On g ^^^ ^ . 
Wednesday, 3rd of August, there was some sliglit 4 Aug,;rhura. 
cannonading, with but slender results ; and on 
Thursday, the 4th, both fleets were off Dunnose, on the Isle 
of Wight. The great hulk Santana and a galleon of Por- 
tugal having been somewhat damaged the previous day, were 
lading behind the rest of the Armada, and were vigorously 
attacked by the Triumph and a few other vessels. Bon 
Antonio de Leyva, with some of the galeasses and large gal- 
leons, come to the rescue, and Frobisher, although in much 
peril, maintained an unequal conflict, within close range, with 
great spirit.' 

Seeing lu's danger, the Lord Admiral in the Ark Boyal, 
accompanied by the Oolden Lion, the iVhitc Bear, the JEliza- 
beth, the Victory, and the Leicester, bore boldly down into the 
very midst of the Spanish fleet, and laid himself within three 
ot four hundred yards of Medina's flag-ship, the St. Martin, 
while his comrades were at equally close quarters with Vice- 
Admiml llecalde and the galleons of Oquendo, Mexia, and 
Almanza. It was the hottest conflict which had yet taken 
place.* Here at last was thorough English work. The two 
great fleets, which were there to subjugate and to defend the 
realm uf Elizabeth, were nearly yard-arm and yard-arm 
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power of itfi adverBarien, who could aesanlt, retreat, fight, or 
leave off fighting, while lie had nothiDg for it but to proceed, 
as espeditioualy as might be, to hia rendezvouB iu CalaiB 
roads. 

And in Calais roads the great fleet — sailing slowly all 
next day in company with the English, without a gat e Ahb 
shot being fired on either side — at last dropped '^^8. 
anchor on Saturday afternoon, Augnst 6th. 

Here then the Invincible Armada had arrived at ite ap- 
pointed resting-phice. Here the great junction of Me<lina 
Sidonia with the Duke of Parma was to be effected, and now 
at last the curtain was to rise upon the last act of the great 
drama so slowly and elaborately prepared. 

That Saturday afternoon, Lord Henry Seymour and his 
squadron of sixteen lay between Uungenesa and Folkestone, 
waiting the approach of the two fleets. He spoke several 
coasting- vessels coming from the west ; but they could 
give him no information — strange to say^-either of the 
Spaniards or of hia own countrymen.' Seymour, having 
hardly three days' provision in his fleet, thought that there 
might be time to take in supplies, and so bore into the Downs. 
Hardly had be been there lialf aii hoiu-, when a pinnace 
arrived from the Lord-Admiral, with orders for Lord Henry's 
squadron to hold itself in readiness. There was no longer 
time for victualling, and very soon aftemards the order was 
given to make sail and Itcar for the French coast. The wind 
was however so light, that the whole day was spent before 
Seymour with his ships could cross the channel. At last, 
towards seven in the evening, he saw the great Spanish Ar- 
mada drawn up in a half-moon, ajid riding at anchor — the 
ships very near each other — a little to the eastward of Calais, 
and very near the sliore,' The English, under Howard, Drake, 
Frobisber, and Hawkins, were slowly following, and — so soon 
as Lord Henry, arriving from the opposite shore, had mode 
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OTuiaiDg-ground between Dunkerk and Walcteren. Those 
fleeta of IloUand and Zeeland, numbering some one hundred 
and fifty galleons, aloopa, and fiy-boats, under Warmond, 
Nassau, Viin der Does, de Moor, and Kosendael, lay patiently 
blockading every possible egress from Newport, or Graveliiies, 
or Sluye, or Flushing, or Uuokerk, and longing to grapple 
with the Duke of Parma,' so soon as his fleet of gunboats and 
hoys, packed with his Spanish and Italian veterans, should 
venture to set forth upon the sea for their long-prepared 
exploit. 

It was a pompous spectacle, that midsummer night, upon 
those narrow seas. Tbo moon, which was at the full, was 
rising calmly upon a scene of anxious expectation. Would 
she not be looking, by the morrow's night, upon a subjugated 
England, a re-enalaved Holland — upon the downfall of civil 
and religious liberty ? Those ships of Spain, which lay there 
with their banners waving in the moonlight, discharging 
salvoes of anticipated triumph and filling the air with etrainB 
of insolent music, would they not, by daybreak, be moving 
straight to their purpose, bearing the conquerors of ^the world 
to the scene of their cherished hopes ? 

That English ileet, too, which rode there at anchor, so 
anxiously on the watch — would that swarm of nimble, lightly- 
handled, but slender vessels, which had held their own hitherto 
in hurried and desultory skinniahes — be able to cope with 
their great antagonist now that the moment had arrived for 
the death grapple ? Would not Howard, Drake, Frobisher, 
Seymour, Wintt;r, and Hawkins, be swept out of tlio straits at 
last, yielding an open passage to Medina, Oquendo, Hecalde, 
and Famese? Would those Hollanders and Zeelauders, 
cruising so vigilantly among their treacherous shallows, dare 
to maintain their post, now that the terrible ' Holofemese,' 
with his mvincible legions, was resolved to come forth ? 

So soon as lie hod cast anchor, Howard despatched a pin- 
nace to the V'anffuard, with a message to Winter to come on 
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vaa then a resident of EnjilamJ, wonld be still more effective. 
In Wiuter'a opiuion, tlie Armada miglit at laast be (.-onipellpd 
to slip its cables, and be thrown into some confusion if tlie 
project were fairly carried ont. 

Howard approved of tlio device, and determined to liold, 
next momiug, a council of war for arranging the details of its 
execution.' 

While tJio two nat in the cabin, conversing thus earnestly, 
there Imd well nigh been a serious misfoTtune. ITie sliip, 
WJiite Bear, of 1000 tons bnrthen, and three others of the 
English fleet, all tangled together, came drifting witli the 
tide against the Ark. There were many yards carried away, 
mnch tackle spoiled, and for a time there was great danger, 
in the opinion of Winter, that some of the very best ships in 
the fleet would be crippled and quite destroyed on the eve 
of a general engagement. By alacrity and good handling, 
however, the ships were separated, and the ill consequences 
of an accident — such as had already proved fatal to several 
Spanish vessels — were fortunately averted.' 

Next day, Sunday, 7th August, the two great fleets were 
etill lying but a mile and a half apart, calmly gazing at each 
other, and rising and falling at their anchors as idly sw., 7 Aug. 
as if some vast snmmer regatta were the only pur- '^^' 
pose of that great assemblage of shipping. Nothing as yet 
was heard of Famese. Thus far, at least., (he Hollanders had 
held him at bay, and there was still breathing-time before 
the catastrophe. So Howard hung out his signal for council 
early in the momiug. and very soon after Drake and Hawkins, 
Seymour, Winter, and the rest, were gravely consulting in hia 
cabin,^ 
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of various kinds, bu{> above all, imploring his iDstant preaenre 
on the field of ftction.' It was the time and place for Alexander 
to lissume the ehief command. Tlie Armada was ready to 
make front against the English fleet on the left, while on the 
right, the Duke, thus protected, might proceed across the 
channel and take possession of England. 

And the impatience of the soldiers and sailors on board the 
fleet was equal to that of their commanders. There was 
London almost before their eyes — a huge mass of ti'easure, 
richer and more accessible than those mines beyond the 
Atlantic which had so often rewarded Spanish chivalry with 
fabulous wealth. And there were men in those galleons who 
remembered the sack of Antwerp, eleven years before — men 
who could tell, from personal experience, how helpless was a 
great commercial city, when once in the clutch of disciplined 
brigands— men who, in that dread 'fury of Antwerp,' had 
enriched thoraselves in an hour with the accummulations of a 
merchant's life-time, and who had slain fathers and mothers, 
fioiiB and daughters, brides and bridegrooms, before eocli 
others' eyes, until the number of inhabitants butchered in 
the blazing streets rose to many thousands ; and the plunder 
from palaces and warehouses was counted by millions, before 
the sun had set on the 'great fury." Those Spaniards, and 
Italians, and Walloons, were now thirsting for more gold, for 
more blood ; and as the capital of England was even more 
wealthy and far more defenceless tiian the commercial metro- 
polis of the Netherlands had been, so it was resolved that the 
London ' fury ' should be more thorough and more productive 
than the ' fury ' of Antwerp, at the memory of which the 
worhl still shuddered. And these professional soldiers had 
been tAiight to consider the English as a pacific, delicate, 
effeminate race, dependent on good living, without exjjerienre 
of war, quickly fatigued and discouraged,' and even raoro 
easily to be plundered and butchered than were the excellent 
burghers of Antwerp, 
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sliould appear, to send him a disf^raced captive back to Spain 
for punishniBUt, arid to place tlio baton of coniniand iu tlio 
Land of tbe Uuko of Paetrana, Pliilip's bastard by the Eboii.' 
TLua, in the absence of Alexander, all was suspense and 
siispieiou. It seemed possible tliat disaster instead of triumph 
was in store for them through the treachery of tbe commander- 
in-chiof. Four and twenty hours and more, they had been 
lying iu that dangerous roadstead, and although the weather 
hod lieen calm and the sea tranquil, there seemed something 
brooding in the atmosphere. 

As the twihght deepeneil, the moon l>ecamc totally obscured, 
dark doud-masses spread over the heavens, tbe sea grow 
black, distant thunder rolled, and the sob of an approaching 
tempest became distinctly audible.' Much indicatioua of a 
westerly gale were not encouraging to those cumbrous vessels, 
with the treacherous quicksands of Flanders under their lee. 

At an hour past midnight, it was so dark that it was difficult 
for the most practised eye to pierce far into the gloom. But a 
faint drip of oars now struck the eors of the Spaniards as 
they watched from the decks. A few moments afterwards 
the sea became suddenly luminous, and six flaming vessels 
appeared at a slight distance, bearing steadily down upon 
them before the wind and tide.^ 

There were men in the Armada who had been at the dego 
of Antwerp only three years before. They remembered witlj 
horror the devil-ships of Gianibelli, those floating volcanoes, 
which liad seemed to rend earth and octjan, whose explosion 
hod laid so many thousands of soldiers dead at a blow, and 
which had shattered the bridge and floating forts of Farneae, 
OS though they had been toys of glass. They knew, too, that 
the famous engineer was at that moment in England. 

Id a moment one of those horrible jtanics, which spread 
with such contagious rapidity among lai^ bodies of men, 
seized upon tbe Spamards. There was a yell throughout tho 
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Sea. In the immeiliate neighbourhood of Calais, the flag- 
ship of the squadron of galeasses, commanded by Don Hugo 
de Moncada, was discovered using her foresail and oars, and 
endeavouring to enter the harbour. She had been damaged 
by collision with the St. John of Sidli/ and other ships, during 
the night's panic, and had her rudder quite torn away.' She 
Mas the largest and most splendid vessel in the Armada — the 
show-sbip of the fleet, "the very glory and stay of the 
Spanish navy ;" ^ and during the previous two days she had 
been visited and admired by great numbers of Frenchmen 
from the shore. 

Lord Admiral Howard bore down uiH>n her at once, but 
as she was already in shalluw water, and was rowing 
steadily towards the town, he saw that the Ark could not 
follow with safety. So he sent hia long-boat to cut her 
out, manned with fifty or sixty volunteers, most of them " as 
valiant in courage as gentle in birth " ' — as a partaker in the 
adventure declared. The Margaret and Joan of London, also 
following in pursuit, ran herself a-ground, but the master 
despatched his pinnace with a body of muslieteers, to aid in 
the capture of the galeasse.* 

That huge vessel failed to enter the harbour, and stuct - 
fast upon the bar. There was much dismay on board, but 
Don Hugo prepared resolutely to defend himself. The quays 
of Calais and the line of the French shore were lined with 
thousands of eager spectators, as the two boats — rowijig 
steadily toward a galeoBse, which carried forty brass pieces 
of artilk-ry, and was manned with three hundred soldiers and 
four hundred and fifty slaves — scorned nisbing upon their 
own destruction. Of these daring Englishmen, patricians 
and plebeians togetlier, in two open pinnaces, there were not 
more than one hundred in number, all told. They soon laid 
themselves close to the Capitana, fur below her lofty aides, 
and called on Don Hugo to surrender. The answer was a 
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with great diiBculty up the lofty aides of the Capiiana, and, 
for an hour and a half, occupied themselves most agreeably 
in plundering the eliip and in liberating the slaves.' 

It was their intention, with the flood-tide, to get the vessel 
off, as she was but slightly damaged, aud of very great value. 
But a serious obstacle arose to this arrangemeut. For pre- 
sently a boat came along-side, with young M. de Gourdon 
and another French captain, and hailed the galeasse. There 
was nobody on board who could speak French but Ricliard 
Tomson. So Kichard returned the hail, and asked their 
business.' They said they came from the governor. 

" And what is the governor's pleasure ? " asked Tomson, 
when they had come up the side, 

" The governor has stood and beheld your fight, and re- 
joiced in yoiu- victory," was the reply ; "' and he says that for 
your prowess and manhood you well deserve the pillage of 
the galeasse. He requires and commands you, however, not 
to attempt carrj'i II g off either the ship or its ordnance; for 
she lies a-ground under the bottery of his castle, and within 
his jurisdiction, and does of right appertain to him." 

This seemed hard upon the hundred vohinteers, who, in 
their two open boats, had so manfully carried a sliip of 1200 
tons, 40 gnus, and 750 men ; but Kichard answered diplo- 
matically. 

"We thank M. de Gourdon," said he, "for granting the 
pillage to mariners and soldiers who had fought for it, and 
we acknowledge that without his good-will we cannot carry 
away anything we have got, for the ship lies on ground 
directly under his batteries and bulwarks. Concerning the 
ship and ordnance, we pray that he would send a pinnace to 
my Lord Admiral Howard, who is here in pereon hard by, 
from whom he will have an honourable and friendly answer, 
which we shall aU obey." 

With this the French officers, being apparently con- 
tent, were about to depart; and it is not impossible that 
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' the j\jTnftJa, wliilo Sir William Winter in the 
Vanguard, supported by most of hia BC|uadroii, charged tlio 
Btorbourd wing.' 

The portion of the fieet thus assaulted fell back into the 
main body. Four of the ships ran foul of each other,* and 
Winter, driving into their centre, found himself within 
musket-fJiot of many of their most formidable ships. 

" I tell you, on the credit of a poor gentleman," he said, 
"that there were fivf hundred discharges of demi-cannon, 
culverin, and demi-culverin, from the Vanguard ; and when 
I was farthest off in firing my piece?, I was not out of shot 
of their harquebus, and most time within speech, one of 
another." ^ 

The battle lasted six hours long, hot and fiuioiis ; for now 
there was no excuse for retreat on the part of the Spaniards, 
but^ on the coDtrary, it was the intention of the Captain- 
General to return to his station cT Calais, if it were within 
his power. Nevertheless the English still partially main- 
tained the tactics which had proved so successful, and reso- 
lutely refused the fierce attempts of the Spam'arJs to lay 
themselves along-side. Keeping within musket-range, the 
well-disciplined English mariners poured broadside after 
broadside against tlie towering ehips of the Armada, which 
alTordod so ea^y a mark ; while the Spaniards, on tlieir part, 
found it impossible, while wasting incredible quantities of 
powder and shot, to inflict any severe damage on their ene- 
mies, niroughout the action, not an Englisli ship was 
destroyed, and not a hundred men were killed.* On the 
other hand, all the best ships of the Spaniards were riddled 
through and through, and with masts and yards shattered, 
sails and rigging torn to shreds, and a north-west wind still 
drifting them towards the fatal sand-banks of Holland, they 
laboured heavily in a chopping sea, firing wildly, and re- 
ceiving tremendous punishment at the hands of Howard, 
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that it would be inevitable deatniction to remain. After a 
Blight and very ineffectual attempt to rescue Don Diego de Pi- 
ment«l in the fit. Matthew — who refueed to leave hia disabled 
ship — and Don Francisco de Toledo, whose great galleon, tlie 
St, Philip, was fast driving, a helpless wreck, towards Zee- 
land, the Armada bore away n.n.e. info the open aea, leaving 
those, who could not follow, to their fate.* 

The St. Matthew, in a sinking condition, hailed a Dutch 
fisherman, who was offered a gold chain to pilot her into 
Newport. But the fisherman, being a patriot, steered her 
close to the Holland Seet, where uho was immediately assaulted 
by Admiral Van der Does, to whom, after a two hours' bloody 
fight, she struck her flag.' Don Diego, marshal of the camp 
to the famous legion of Sicily, brother of the Marquis of 
Tavera, nephew of the Viceroy of Sicily, uncle to the Viceroy 
of Naples, and numbering as many titles, dignities, and high 
aflimties, as could be expected of a grandee of tlie first class, 
was taken, with his oflEcers, to the Hague.* " I was the 
means," said Captain Borlase, " that the best sort were saved, 
and the rest were cast overboard and slain at our entry. He 
fought with us two hours, and hurt divers of our men, but at 
last yielded." ' 

John Van der Does, his captor, presented the banner of 
the Saint Matthew to the great church of Loyden, where — 
such was its prodigious length — it hung from floor to ceiling 
without being entirely unrolled ;° and there it hung, from 
generation to generation, a worthy companion to the Spanish 
flags which had been left behind when Valdez abandoned the 
siege of that heroic city fifteen years before. 

The galleon St. Philip, one of the four largest ships in the 
Armada, dismasted and foundering, drifted towards Newport, 
where camp-marshal Don Francisco de Toledo hoped in 
vain for succour. La Motte made a feeble attempt at rescue, 
but some vessels from the Holland fleet, being much more 
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Nor would the Spaniards have escaped even worse puniahment, 
had not, most onfortunately, tlie penurious policy of the 
Queen's government rendered her ships useless at last, even 
in this supreme moment. They never ceased cannonading 
the discomfited enemy until the ammunition was exhausted. 
" When the cartridges were all spent," said Winter, " and tho 
munitions in some vessels gone altogether, we ceased fighting, 
but followed the enemy, who still kept away." * And the 
enemy — although still numerous, and seeming strong enough, 
if properly handled, to destroy the whole Engh'sh fleet — fled 
before tliem. There remained more than fifty Spanish vessels, 
above six hundred tons in size, besides sixty hnlks and other 
vessels of less account ; while in the whole English navy were 
but thirteen ships of or above that burthen. " Their force is 
wonderful great and strong," said Howard, " but we pluck 
their feathers by little and little." ' 

For Medina Sidonia had now satisfied himself that he should 
never succeed in boardiug those hard-fighting and swift-sailing 
craft, while, meantime, the horrible panic of Sunday night 
and the succession of fights throughout the following day, had 
completely disorganised his followers. Crippled, riddled, shorn, 
but still numerous, and by no means entirely vanfjuishod, tho 
Armada was flying with a gentle breeze before an enemy 
who, to save his existence, could not have fired a broadside. 

" Though onr powder and sliot was well nigh spent," said 
the Lord-Admiral, "wo put on a brag countenance and gave 
them chose, as though we had wanted notliing," ' And the 
brag countenance was successfiil, for that "ono day's ser- 
vice had much appalled the enemy." ' as Drake observed ; 
and still the Spaniards Bed with a freshening gale all 
through the Monday night. " A thing greatly to s Aug., 
be regarded," said Fenner, of the Nonpareil, " is '^'*- 
that the Almighty hath stricken them with a wonderful fear. 
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All that day the galleons and galeasses, under all the can- 
vas which they dared to spread, continued their flight before 
the south-westerly broezo, and still the Lord-Admirat, main- 
taining the brag eounteuance, followed, at an easy distance, 
the retreating foe. At 4 p.m., Howard fired a signal gun, and 
ran up a flag of council. Winter could not go, for he had 
been wounded in action, but Seymour and Drake, Hawkins, 
Frohisher, and the rest were present, and it was decided that 
Lord Henry should return, accompanied by Winter and the 
rest of the inner squadron, to guard the Thames mouth 
against any attempt of the Duke of Parma, while the Lord- 
Admiral and the rest of the navy should continue the pursuit 
of the Armada,' 

Very wroth was Lord Henry at being deprived of his share 
in the chase. "The Lord-Admiral was altogether desirous 
to have me strengthen him," said he, " and hanng done so to 
the uttermost of my good-will and the venture of my life, and 
to the distressing of the Spaniards, which was thoroughly done 
1 the Monday last, I now find his Lordship jealous and loath 
to take part of the honour which is to come. So he has used 
his authority to command me to look to our English coast^ 
threatened by the Duke of Parma. I pray God my Lord- 
Admiral do not find the lack of the Ralnbom and her com- 
panions, for I protest before God I vowed I would be as near 
or nearer with my little ship to encounter our enemies as any 
of the greatest ships in both armies." ' 

There was no insubordination, however, and Seymour's 
squadron, at twilight of Tuesday evening, August 9th — ac- 
cording to orders, so that the enemy might not see their 
departure — bore away for Margate.* But although Winter 
and Seymour were much disappointed at their enforced re- 
turn, there was less enthusiasm among the sailors of the fleet. 
Pursuing the Spaniards without powder to fire, and without 
beef and bread to eat, was not thought amusing by the Eng- 
lish crews. Howard had not three days' supply of food iu his 
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Ocean, in full flight from the country which was to have 
been made, that week, a Spanish province. Unprovided as 
were hia siiips, he was for risking another buttle, and it is 
quite possible that the brag countenance might have proved 
even more successful than Howard thought. 

" We have the army of Spain before hb," wrote Drake, 
from the Jtevenge, "and hope with the grace of God to 
wrestle a puJl with him. There never was any thing pleased 
mo better than seeing the enemy flying with a southerly wind 
to the northward. God grant you have a good eye to tlie 
Duke of Parmu, for with the grace of God, if we live, I doubt 
not so to handle tlie matter with the Duke of Sidonia as 
be shall wish himself at St. Mary's Port among his orange 
trees." ^ 

But Howard decided to wrestle no further pulL Having 
followed the Spaniards til! Friday, 12th of August, as far as 
the latitude of 50° 17' the Lord Admiral called a '■.^^J'?' 
council. It was then decided, in order to save Eng- isaa." 
lish lives and ships, to put into the Frith of Forth for water 
and provisions, leaving two " pinnaces to dog the fleet until it 
should be past the Isles of Scotland." ^ But the next day, as 
the wind shifted to the north-west, another council decided to 
take advantage of the change, and bear away for the North 
Foreland, in order to obtain a supply of powder, shot, and 
provisions.* 

Up to this period, the weather, though occafiionally threaten- 
ing, had been moderate. During the week which succeeded 
the eventful night off Calais, neither the Armada nor the 
English ships had been much impeded in their manoeuvres by 
storms or heavy seas. But on the following Sunday, 14th of 
August, there was a change. The wind sliifted again to the 
south-west, and, during the whole of that day and the Mon- 
day, blew a tremendous gale.' " Twaa a more violent atorm," 
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to Spain. Of the ninety-one great galleons and luilba, fifty- 
eight were lost and thirty-three returned.' Of the tenders and 
zabraa, seventeen were lost and eighteen returned. Of oue 
hundred and thirty-four vesBela, which sailed from Coruila 
in July, but fifty-tliree," great aud small, made their escape to 
Spain, and these were so damaged aa to be utterly wortldess. 
The inviucible Annada had not only been vanquisbed but 
amiihilated. 

Of the 30,000 men who sailed in the fleet, it is probable 
that not more than 10,000 ever saw their native land again. 
Most of the leaders of the expedition lost their lives. Medina 
Sidonia reached Santander in October, and, as Philip for a 
moment believed, " with the greater part of the Armada," 
although the King soon discovered his mistake.' Kecalde, 
Diego Flores de Valdez, Oquendo, Maldonodo, Bobadilla, 
Manriquez, either perished at sea, or died of exhaustion imme- 
diately after their return. Pedro de Valdez, Vasco de Silva, 
Alonzo de Sayas, Pimentcl, Toledo, with many other nobles, 
wore prisoners in England aud Holland. There was hardly a 
distinguished family in Spain not placed in moiuniug, so that, to 
relieve the universal gloom, an edict was published, forbidding 
the wearing of moiu'ning at all. On the other baud, a mer- 
chant of Lisbon, not yet reconciled to the Spanish eimqiiest 
of hia comitry, permitted himself some tokens of hilarity at 
the defeat of Uie Armada, and was immediately hanged by 
express command of Philip, Thus — as men said — one could 
neither cry nor laugb within the Spanisli dominions.* 

This was the result of the invasion, so many years pre- 
paring, and at an expense almost incalculable. In the year 
1588 alone, the cost of Philip's armaments for tlie subjugation 
of England could not have been less than six millions of ducats. 
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niled; and he had at least recboneil upon tho InvinciWo 
Annada to clear the way for him, before he should be expected 
to take the sea.' 

With prodigious energy and at great expense he had cou- 
etructed or improyed internal water-comnmnications from 
Ghent to Sluys, Newport, and Dunkerk. He had thua trans- 
ported all his hoys, barges, and munitions for the invasion, 
from all points of the obedient Netherlands to the sea-coast, 
without coming witliin reach of tho Hollanders and Zeclanders, 
who were keeping close watch on tho outside. But thos<: 
Hollanders and Zeelanders, guarding every outlet to the ocean, 
occupying every hole and cranny of the coast, laughed tho 
invaders of England to scorn, braving them, jeering them, 
daring them to come forth, while the Walloons and Spaniards 
shrank before such amphibious assailants, to whom a combat 
on the water was as natural as upon dry laud. Alexauder, 
upon one occasion, transported with rage, selected a band of 
one thousand musketeers, partly Spanish, partly Irish, and 
ordered an assault upon those insolent boatmen. With his 
own hand — so it was related — he struck dead more than ono 
of liis own officers who remonstrated against these commands ; 
and then the attack was made by his thoufiaud musketeeni 
upon the Hollanders, and every man of the thousand was 
shiiu.' 

He had been reproached for not being ready, for not having 
embarked his men ; but he had been ready for a month, and 
Ilia men could be embarked in a single day. "But it was 
iitijmssible," he said, "to keep them long packed up on boanl 
vessels, so small that there was no room to turn about in : tho 
people would sicken, would rot, would die." ^ So soon as he 
had received information of the arrival of tho fleet before 
Calais — which was on Hie 8th August — he had proceeded tho 
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faitliiiil to his master, more treaclierous to all tlie world beside. 
Euergetie, inventive, patient, conrageous, and stupendously 
false, he had covered Flanders with canals and bridges, 
had constructed fl<itillas, and equipped a splendid army, as 
thoroughly as he had puzzled Comptroller Croft. And not 
only had that diplomatist and his wiser colleagues been hood- 
winked, but Elizabeth and Burghley, and, for a moment, even 
Walaingham, were in the dark, while Henry III. had been his 
passive victim, and the magnificent Balafrc a blind instrument 
in liis hands. Nothing could equal Alexander's fidelity but 
his perfidy. Nothing could surpass his ability to command 
but his obedience. And it is very possible that had Philip 
followed his nephew's large designs, instead of imposing upon 
him his own most puerile schemes, the result for England, 
Holland, and, all Christendom might have been verydiflferent 
from the actual one. The blunder against which Farnese 
had in vain warned his master, was the stolid ignorance 
in which iho King and all his counsellora chose to remain 
of the Holland and Zeeland fleet For them Warmond and 
Ka^isau, and Van der Does and Joost de Moor, did not e^ist, 
and it was precisely these gallant sailors, with their intrepid 
crews, who held the key to the whole situation. 

To the Queen's glorious naval commanders, to the dauntless 
mariners of England, with their well-liandled vessels, their 
admirable seamansliip, their tact and their courage, belonged 
tlie joys of the contest, the triumph, and the glorious pursuit ; 
hut to the patient Hollanders and Zeelanders, who, with their 
hundred vessels, held Famese, the chief of the great entt-r- 
prise, at bay, a close prisoner with his whole army in his own 
porta, daring him to the issue, and ready — to the last plank of 
their fleet and to the lastdropoftheu- blood— to confront both 
him and the Duke of Aledina Sidonia, an equal share of honour 
is due. The safety of the two free commonwealths of the 
world in that terrible contfist was achieved by the people and 
the mariners of the two states combined. 

Great was the enthusiasm certamly of the English people 
as the volunteers marched through London to the place of 
2 L 2 
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But loyalty, courage, aud entlmsiasm, might not have suf- 
ficed to supply the want of numbers and discipline. According 
to tlie generally accepted statement of contemporary clironi- 
dera, there were some 75,000 men under arms : 20,000 along 
the Bouthem coast, 23,000 under Leicester, and 33,000 under 
Lord Cliamberlain Hunsdon, for tlie special defence of the 
Queen's person.' 

But it would have been very difficult, in the moment of 
danger, to bring anything like these numbers into the field. 
A drilled and disciplined army — whether of regulars or of 
militia-men — had no existence whatever. If the merchant- 
vesBels, which had been joined to the royal fleet, were thought 
by old naval commanders to be only good to make a show, 
the volunteers on land were likely to be even less effective 
than the marine militia, so much more accustomed than they 
to hard work. Magnificent was the spirit of the great feudal 
lords aa they rallied round their Queen. The Earl of Pem- 
broke offered to serve at the head of three liundred horse and 
five hundred footmen, armed at his own cost, and all ready 
'hazard tlie blood of their hearts" in defence of her 
person. '' Accept hereof most excellent sovereij^n," said tho 
Earl, " from a person desirous to live no longer than he may 
see your Highness enjoy your blessed eetate, maugre tho 
beards of all confederated leaguers." ' 

The Earl of Shrewsbury, too, was ready to serve at tlie 
head of Ilia retainers, to the last drop of his blood. " Though 
I be old," he said, "yet shall your quarrel make me youiig 
Bgain. Though lame in body, yet lusty in heart to lend your 
greatest enemy one blow, and to stand near your defence, 
every way wherein your Highness shall employ me." ' 

But there was perhaps too much of this feudal spirit. The 
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Famese might, on Monday, bnve been marcbing upon Londou 
Now, on tbat Monday morning, the anny of Lord Hunsdon 
was not assembled at all, and Leicester, with but four thou- 
sand men under his command, was just commencing his camp 
at Tilbury,' The " Bellona-liko " appearance of the Queen 
on her white palfrey, with truncheon in hand, addressing her 
troops in tbat magnificent burst of eloquence which has so 
often been repented, was not till eleven days afterwards, 
August jg ;' not till the great Armada, shattered and tempest- 
t<>sBod, had been, a week long, dashing itself against the 
clifis of Norway and the Faroes, on its forlorn retreat ^to 
Spain. 

Leicester, courageous, self-confident, and sanguine as ever, 
could not restrain his indignation at the par8imony_with which 
his own impatient spirit had to contend- " Be you assured," 
said he, on Die 3rd Augwst, when the Armada wa* off the JiU 
of Wiyht, " if the Spanish fleet arrive safely in the narrow seas, 
the Duke of Parma will join presently with all his forces, 
and lose no time in invading thia realm. Therefore I beseech 
you, my good Lords, let no man, by hope or otlier abune, 
prevent your speedy providing defence against this mighty 
enemy now knocking at our gate." ^ 

For even at this supreme moment doubts were entertained 
at court as to the intentions of the Spaniarda. 

Next day he informed Walsingham tliat hia four thousand 
men had arrived. " They be as forward men and willing to meet 
the enemy as I ever saw," said he.' Ho could not say t Ang. 
as much in praise of the commissariat. " Some vf ant '^^^■ 
the captains showed," he observed, "for these men arrived with- 
out one meal of victuals, so that, on their arrival, tbey bad not 
tbi« day." Baine to Wiiliungbiim. 
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Tilbury. On the 6th August the Armada was in Caiais 
roads, expecting Alexander Famese to lead hb troops upon 
London I 

Norris and Williams, on the news of Medina Sidonia's 
approacli, had rushed to Dover, much to the indignation of 
Leicester, just as the Earl was beginoing his entrenchments 
at Tilliury. " I assure yon I am angry with Sir John Norris 
and Sir Roger Williams," he said. " I am here cook, 
caterer, and huntsman. I am left with no one to supply Sir 
John's place as marshal, but, for a day or two, am willing to 
work the harder myself. I ordered them both to return this 
day early, which they faithfully promised. Yet, on arriving 
this morning, I hear nothing of either, and have nobody to 
marshal the camp either for horse or foot. This manner of 
dealing doth much misliko me in them both. I am ill-used. 
'Tis now four o'clock, but here's not one of them. If they 
come not this night, I assure you I will not receive them into 
office, nor bear such loose careless defiling at their hands. If 
you saw how weakly I am assisted you would be sorry to think 
that we here should be the front against the enemy that is so 
mighty, if he should land here. And seeing her Majesty hath 
appointed mo her lieutonant>-general, I look that respect 
be used towards me, such as is due to my place." ' 

Thus the ancient grudge between Leicester and the Earl 
of Sussex's sou was over breaking forth, and was not likely to 
prove beneficial at this eventful season. 

Next day the Welshman arrived, and Sir John promised to 
come back in the evening. Sir Roger brought word from the 
coast that Lord Henry Seymour's fleet was in want both of 
men and powder, " Good Lord 1 " exclaimed Leicester, " how 
is this come to pass, that both he and my Lord-Admiral are 
so weakened of men. I hear they bo running away. I 
beseech you, assemble your forces, and play not away this 
kingdom by delays. Hasten our horsemen hitJier 5 ^n-_ 
and footmen. .... If the Sjmnish fleet come to '■**'*■ 
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poraging opinions than thcrae of Leicester concerning the 
probable efficiency in the field of these English armieB.' The 
Earl was very angry witli the knight, however, and con- 
sidered him incompetent, insolent, and ridiculous. Sir John 
seemed, indeed, more dis^xsed to keep himself out of harm's 
way, than to render service to the Queen by leading awkward 
recruits against Alexander Famese. He thought it better to 
nurse himself. 

"You would laugh to see how Sir John Smith has dealt 
since my coming," said Leicester. " He came to mo, and told 
me that his disease so grew upon him as he must needs go to 
the baths, I told him I would not be against his health, but 
he saw what the time was, and what pains he had taken with 
his countrymen, and that I had provided a good place for 
him. Next day he came again, saying little to my offer then, 
and seemed desirous, for his health, to be gone, I told him 
what place I did appoint, which was a regiment of a great 
part of his countrymen. He said his health was dear to him, 
and he desired to take leave of me, which I yielded unto. 
Yesterday, being our mnster-day, he came again to me to 
dinner ; but such foolish and vain-glorious paradoxes he burst 
withal, without any cause offered, as made all that knew any- 
thing smile and answer little, but in sort rather to satisfy men 
present than to argue with him." ' 

And the knight went that day to review Leicester's choice 
troops— the four thousand men of Essex — but was not much 
more deeply impressed with their proficiency than he had 
been with that of his own regiment He became very cen- 
sorious. 

"After the muster," said the lieutenant-general, "he 
entered again into such strange cries for ordering of men, and 
for the fight with the weapoh, as made me think he was not 
well. God forbid he should have charge of men that knoweth 
so little, as I dare pronounce that he dotk" ' 
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BO hopelessly behind-hand, that although great disastere niight 
have been avenged, they could scarcely have been avoided. 

Remembering that the Invincible Armada wna lying in 
Calais roads on the 6th of August, hoping to cross to Dover 
the next morning, let us ponder the words addressed on that 
very day to Queen Elizabeth by the LieutenantrGeneral of 
England. 

" My most dear and gracious Lady," said the Earl, "it is 
most true that those enemies tliat approach your kingdom 
and person are your undeserved foes, and being so, and hating 
you for a righteous cause, there is the less fear to be had of 
their malice or their forces ; for there is a most just God tliat 
beholdeth the innocence of that heart. The cause you are 
assailed for is His and His Church's, and He never failed any 
that faithfully do put their cliief trust in His goodness. He 
hath, to comfort you withal, given you great and mighty 
means to defend yourself, whicli means I doubt not but your 
Majesty will timely and princely UHe them, and your good 
God that ruleth all will assist you and bless you with vic- 
tory." ' 

He then proceeded to give hia opinion on two points con- 
cerning which the Queen had just consulted him — the pro- 
priety of assembling her army, and her desire to place herself 
at the head of it in person. 

On the fiiBt point one would havo thought discussion supcr- 
liuoiiB on the 6th of August. " For your army, it U more 
than time it were gathered and about you" said Leicester, 
" or BO near you as you may have the use of it at a few hours' 
warning. The reason is that your mighty enemies are at 
hand, and if God sufl'ers them to pass by your fleet, you aro 
sure they wUl attempt their purpose of landing with all expe- 
dition. And albeit your navy bo very strong, but, as we have 
always heard, the other is not only far greater, but their 
forces of men much beyond yours. No doubt if the Prince 
of Parma come forth, their forces by sea shall not only be 
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at the head of Lis Italian pikeniGn, his Spanish musketeers, 
hia famous veteran legion — "tliat nursing mother of great 
eoldiera"^ — it waa intleed more timn time that evpry man 
eliould know what he should do, that an army of Englishmen 
should be assembled, and that every man ahouhj know his 
weapon. " By and by " was easily said, and yet on the 6tli of 
August it was by and by that an army, not yet mustered, not 
yet officered, not yet provided with a general, a commiBsary 
of victuals, or a master of ordnance, was to be exercised — 
" every man to know liia weapon." 

English courage might ultimately triumph over the mis- 
taken of tliose who governed the country, antl over thoso 
disciplined brigands by whom it waa to be invaded. Bnt 
meantime every man of those invaders had already learned 
on a hundred battle-fields to know hi» weapon. 

It was a magniJicent determination on the part of Elizabeth 
to place herself at the head of her troops ; and tlie cuthii- 
m which her attitude inspired, when she had ot last 
emancipated herself from the delusions of diplomacy and the 
seductions of thrift, was some recompense at lea^t for tho 
perils caused by her procrastination. But Leicester could not 
approve of this hazardous though heroic resolution.' 

The danger passed away. The Invincible Armada waa 

' "Aqueltcroioi-iejo.piulrpdetodo* pleiwe you, jou may do it to drow 
m dumoa, j scmiuario do loa mayores yuancir to your hoiue at Havering; 
Buldadoa qno ha viato en uuestcu and joar wm;, being aboat Londou, 
poEurapB." Coloma, ii. 2G'°, an at StmtTord. EosUiani, Hticlniey. 

^cester to the Qaocn, HS. before and the villagcB there about, tliall bo 
oiltil. I alway not only a defence bnt a ready 

" NaiT for your pcnoD." he «id, supply to thoae countiei of Eaati 
"boing Ibe most dainty and sacred I and Kent, if need be.aud in Uiu mean 
thing we have in tlila world to cars | time jour Majesty may comfort this 
' r, • Bum must tremble wbeu he anny and the people of both those 
inks of ill especially finding yam , cuuDties, and may tee both the camp 
MnjiTBty to have that princely courage and the forts. It is not above firartecn 
to transport youneK to the uttermost miles'from Uavering, and a very con- 
conflncs of your realm l<i meet your venient place for your Majesty to lie 
lies and defend your subjects, in by the way. To rest you at the 
.iiol, moat dear Queen, consent to camp, I tnist you will be pleaacd witli 
: fiir upon your wtril-doing con- your poor Ueutenant's cabin, and 
sists all and some fur your whole long- within a mile there is a gentleman's 
dum. and therefore pieseiTB it above house where you may also lie. Thus 
dl I Yet will I not that, insome sort, you may comfort not only tliese thou- 
o princuly and so rare a mngnnnimity sands, but many more that shall bear 
should not appear to your people and ' of it, and tfaua far. hut no farther, can 
irorlrl fis it ia, ftnd tlius fur, if it [ consent to ftilveuturo your pemon." 
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waa the Qii&uiiJerHtauding which existed at the moment 
between the leading admirals of the English fleet. Not only 
was Seymour angry with Howard, but Hawkins and Frobisher 
were at daggers drawn with Dmke ; and Sir Martin — if con- 
temporary affidavits can be trusted — did not stTujile Ut heap 
the most virulent abnue upon Sir Francis, calling him, in 
language better fitted for the forecastle than the quarter- 
deck, a thief and a coward, for appropriating the ransom of 
Don Pedro Valdez, in which biith Frobisher and Hawkins 
claimed at least an equal share with himself.' 

1 .. rui '".i. J _ I • 1 icon ' there are othpt* thiit liaTe done hi 

■TLo ^th d»r of Angart, 1588, , ^^ ^^ ^.^^^^ ^ 

I urrivwl itt Hnrwich," bsjs Muttliew I ■■■ Theiihedcmnlideilofineif iTe(in 
tlturbB. nuuiner on board the ' Re- the ' Rovengo') did liot >eu Don Pedro 
Yc.-nge,' Hub »lup ot Sir t'rancia Dinke, overaight or no. Uoto which I nn- 
"und delivered lellera sent by the gwered Ko. Then be told me that 
Lord-Admiml to the Loid SlipSlold. ' I Ijed, tat she was wco to all the flbet 
... I fooLid with him Sir John Hiiw- j Unto which I answered I woiilij laj 
liiiu, Bir Uarlin Frobisher. with divers I my head that not any ooe man in tlie 
others. . . . Then Sir Uartin Fro- 1 fleet did Mv her until it was raomiug, 
hiaher boguo dooib apeeeliea coneem- that wo wero within two or three 
in^the service done in this action, and cables' lenKtlis of hi-r. Wheicunltjhe 
siud :— 'Sir Francis Drake rcportoth aniiwcred, Ave, murrv, yoo were with- 
'■ ' 1 hath done any aood ser- in two oi threo cobles' Icngthe, for 



e bat he, but he shall wmI under- ! yon worn no ferthcr off nil night, but 

nd that others hare done na good Uy a-h«U bv her. Whercunto I on- 

1 he, and better too. He swored No, for wo bear a goad sul all 



Pudr. 



OBmo btaggiog up al the flrat indeed. ; nlglit, off awl oi., 
and gave liiEin hispruwand his broad- I "■Then he ariuEd mo towhatcnd 
aide, and then kept his luff, anil was { yn stood off from the fleet idl nighL 
gLui tliat he was gone again. like u 1 atiawtrt'd that we had descried three 
cowsnllT knave or traitor — I rest or roar hutka, and to that end we 
duubtTuI which, but the one I will ^ wrought, not knowincwliat they wcrv. 
■WHiiT, ^ Then said Xtp, 6ir FranFis wua ap- 

" Fnriher. said he, ho hath done pointed to boar a light all that night, 
' x'tvice indeed^ for he look Don : which liglit we lookeil for. hut thcra 
; fur after be bad seen her in I was nonu lo be seen: and in tliemiini. 

e evening that she had q>ent her ' ing, when we alumld liave dealt with 
tniwla, then, like a eowuid, he kept by ' them, there was not about Ave or six 
her all night, because be would hovo , near to the adlninil, by reason we anw 
the Bpoil. lie thihkvtii to ooien at nut his light. After this, and many 
of our shares of 15,000 ducats, hot fe more speeches which I am not able to 
will have our shnrcsi or I will mojta rcnu'mber, the Lord Sheffield de- 
Aim ipmd Ihe (wl lAoml in hi* btUj/. ruanded of ni« what I was. Untowhich 
for he hath duue eiioUjiih of tbuau I anawore'l I tiad been in the action 
cuxeniug chenla already. with Sir Francis in tlie ' Revenge ' 

" ' Ue hath uaed certain ipDeches of this (even or eight laonths. Then be 
me (continued Sir Martin) which I demanded of me, what art thou — a 
will make him eat again, or I will soldjur! Ami I answered I am u 
make him spc[id tlia best Uood in his ' mariner, like yonr Honour. Then said 
belly. Furthermore, ho reporteth he, I liave no n--- ' ■- 



1 so good eerviee You may depart.' 

1 bra twii ' ^ ■ 



as be, but ho Ueth in Mb teeth, for i "All this! do oonfeaa to b lrue.ua 
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meut wliif^h it had found in Norway and the Orkneys. But 
Butghley had a store of pithy apophthegms, for which he 
knew he could always find sympathy in the Queen's breast, 
and with wliich he rould answer these demands of admirals 
and generals. " To spend in time convenient is wisdom ;" he 
obeerred — " to continue charges without needful cause bringeth 
repentance ;" — " to hold on charges without knowledge of the 
certainty thereof and of means how to support them, is lack 
of wisdom ;" ' and so on. 

Yet the Spanish fleet might have returned into the Channel — 
for auglit the Lord-Treasurer on the 22nd August knew — or 
the Dutch fleet might have relaxed in its vigilant watching 
of Famese'a movements. It might have then seemed a moat 
plentiful lack of wisdom to allow English sailors to die of 
plague in the streets for want of hospitals, and to grow mu- 
tinous for default of pay. To have saved under such circum- 
stances would perhaps have brought repentance. 

The invasion of England by Spain had been most por- 
tentous. That the danger was at last averted is to be ascribed 
to the enthusiasm of the English nation — both pntriciaus and 
plebeians — to the heroism of the little English fleet, to the 
spirit of the naval commanders and volunteers, to the stanch 
and effective support of the Hollanders, aud to the- hand of 
God shattering the Armada at last ; but very little credit can 
be conscientiously awarded to the diplomatic or the military 
efforts of the Queen's government.' Miracles alone, in the 



' Memorial 
1^ Aug. 1588. 



1 Durgble;'! bund, 
S, P. Office MS.) 

I is always to be nuuie 

_i Givoor of the Socretofy o( Stato. 
Allhongti stuoned for a momeiil by 
the niperbuman perfldy uf Philip and 
Fameae, and dcueived by folie mlel- 
ligence as to the condiiioua of tbe 
Armada after tbe gale near Coruflai 
WBlsiDghain had been ever watcbfnl, 
tuidCDuatantlT uttering wonU of sotunui 
warning. "Pkmde«llligU best among 
fritmla," nid Seymonr. "I will not 
flatter you, but vou haTc fougti' 



with foni pen tl 



It manj' here ic 



Eiigtiih iinvy with tbfir euemiiv. Bui 
that your place and most neceaiary 
atleiulHoce about her Hi^jeaty caiiaot 
be eparwi. your value and deeerti 
opposite UiD enemy had showed itself.' 
" For inyielf," added the bold aailor 
who ■Kna mucli diaoktinfled at the pro- 
specrt of " beioE penned and miiored in 
rouda." intlead of cruizing after the 
SpOJiianU, "I ha*e not nured my 
body, which, I Uiank God, u able lo 
go through thick and thin. , . . Spore 
me not while I am abroad, for wheu 
God shall retnm me, I will be kin to 
the bear. I wUl liold to the stake 
before I cotne abinad again." Loid 

2 M 2 
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England and Holland were thencefortli saved from all naval 
enterprises on the part of j>pain. 

Meantime, the same uncertainty whicli prevailed in England 
aa to the condition and the intontions of the Armada was etill 
more remarkable elsewhere, There was a systematic decep- 
tion practised not only upon other governments, but upon the 
]{ing of Spain as well. I'idlip, as he sat at his writing-desk, 
was regarding himself as the monarti of England, long afttr 
his Armada had been hopelessly dispersed.' 

In Parifl, rumours were circulated during the first ten days 
of August that England was vanquished, and that the Queen 
was already on her way to Rome as a prisoner, where she was 
to make expiation, barefoot, before bis Holiness. Mendoza — 
now more magnificent than ever — stalked into Notre Dame 
with his drawn sword in his band, crying out with a loud 
voice, "Victory, victory!"" and on the 10th of August 
ordered bonfires to be made before his house ; but afterwards 
tliougbt better of that scheme.^ He had been deceived by a 
variety of reports sent to him day after day by agents on the 
ouost ; and the King of France — better informed by Stafford, 
but not unwilling thus to feed his spite against the insolent 
ambassador — affected to believe his fables. He even confirmed 
tliem by intelligence, which he pretended to have himself 
received from other sources, of the landing of the Spaniards 
in England without opposition, and of the entire subjugation 
of that country without the striking of a blow.* 

Hereupon, on the night of August 10th, the envoy — " like 
a wise man," as Stafford observed ' — sent off four couriers, one 
after another, with the great news to Spain, that his master's 
heart might be rejoiced, and caused a pamphlet on the subject 
to be printed and distributed over Paris.* " I will not waate 
a large sheet of paper to express the joy which we must all 
feel," he wrote to Idiaquez, "at tliis good news, God be 



■ Philip n. to Parma. 18 Aug. 15AS. 
(Arch, de Sim. MS.) 

' Btowe, 744-750. 

■ Sir E. Staflonl to WklungliKii. 
l^ Aug. 1588. (B. F. Offloe KS.) 



* Beyd. riu. 149. 

' Stafford to WoliiDgliBni. US. lut 

' Ibid, Bf^d, ubt tup. 
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"So Boon as ever he saw the pamphlet," said Staflford, "he 
offered to lay a wager it was my doing, and laughed at it 
heartily."' Andthere were malicious p^es about the French 
court, who also found much amusement in writing to the 
ambassador, begging his interest with the Duke of Parma that 
they might obtain from tliat conqueror some odd refuse town 
or 3o in England, such as York, Canterburj-, London, or the 
like — till the luckless Don Bernardino was ashamed to show 
liis face.^ 

A letter from Famese, however, of 10th August, apprized 
Philip before the end of August of the Calais disaster, and 
caused him great uneasiness, without driving him to despair. 
" At the very moment," wrote the Kuig to Medina Sidonia, 
" when I was expecting news of the effect ho|)ed for from my 
Armada, I have learned the retreat from before Calais, to 
which it was compelled hy the weather ; [ ! ] and I have received 
a very great shock, which keeps me in anxiety not to be 
exaggerated. Nevertheless I hope in our Lord that He will 
have provided a remedy, and tliat if it was possible for you to 
return upon the enemy, to come back to the appointed post, 
and to watch an opportunity for the great stroke, you will 
have done aa the case required ; and so I am expecting, with 
solicitude, to hear what has happened, and please God it may 
be that which is so suitable for his service." ' 



mente del valor, e 

1 mareTilloaa fortuno, diziendo 
que la que el la alia hocho oUimameiite 
■e podiB compoior cou \aa mafoiea 
lukzar^afl de los hombres mafl ilustrea 
del tLtmpo pauBdu, putit avia uaodo 
con soliu sus fuerasB oguardaT lu que 
er&u tiLU paJonteH como Ian do Esp&fla 
y comtulir Ibb, cerrando jniilAninnle el 
pABo B la amuida del duca de Puma. 
que era nu menoa poderoiia, y avur 
tiudado qufltro ados V. Mag*, eon 
juntar Bcmefaules annadaa, punlelulo 
al minido en admilscion dc Ber liu de 
luaquuleSBO pwIiadeziraTer trioDliido 
la Btyna de Ingl«terra." Mendora to 
PliUip, la Oct 1588. (AroL do Sim. 
[Paii.] MS.) 
Of coime all the mplidU af the 



Hagliab and Dub:h admitali and tlieir 
rrewi wore, in the opinion of Henry 
in, the work of Queuo Elizabeth. It 
was the rojal pnuIeDce, valor, and 
goad foituoe , which saved Knglaud, 
not tlic mifrits of Dntkc and Howard, 
Naaaau and De Mour. 
' Stafford to WalBinghom, MS. before 

» Slowe. 744-750. 

' " Al tieinn) qoo «e aguardavan 
nueras del effeto que de Irs fuuixat 
Acta, armada le e«peiaba, se ha enten- 
dido la derrota quo de«lo aohro Calca 
ht furfo atomarel temporal, yriicibido 
muy groD aobnwalto que me tiene con 
xaoja cujdido quo le puedE cnuareour, 
Bunqoe eipcro en nue«tn) Se&or que 
Bvra proreydo de rEmtdio, y que o» ftio 
ponble rebolver mAm A enemigo j 



HE BELIEVES HIMSELF V1CT0KI0U9. 



533 



I 



flag-ehip of Lord-Admiral Howard, of Drake, and of tliat " dia- 
tinguislied mariner Hawkios," had all beeu sunk in action, and 
that no soul had been saved except Drake, who had escaped 
in a cook-boat. " This is good news," added the writer, " and 
it is most certain." ' 

The King pondered seriously over these conflicting accounts, 
and remained very much in the dark. Half the mouth of 
September went by, and he had heard nothing official since 
the news of the Calais catastrophe. It may be easily under- 
stood that Medina Sidonia, while flying round the Orkneya 
had not much opj>ortiinity for despatching couriers to Spain 
and as Fameee had not written since the lOtb August, Philip 
was quite at a loss whether to consider himaelf triumphant or 
defeated. From the reports by way of Calais, Dunkerk, and 
llouen, he supposed that the Armada bad inflicted much 
damage on the enemy. He suggested accordingly, on the 
3rd September, to the Duke of Farma, that he might now 
make the passage to England, while tlie English fleet, itany- 
thing was left of it, was repairing ite damages. " 'Twill be 
easy enough to conquer the country," said Philip, " so soon as 
you set foot on the soil. Then perhaps our Armada can come 
back and station itself in the Thames to support you." ' 

Nothing could be simpler. Nevertheless the King felt a 
pang of doubt lest affairs, after all, might not be going on so 
niugly ; so he dipped his pen in the inkstand agaiur and 
observed with much pathos, " But if this hope must be given 
up, you must take the Isle of Walcheren : something must be 
done to console me." ^ 

And on the 15th September he waa still no wiser. " This 
business of the Armada leaves me uo repose," he said ; " I can 
tliink of notMng else. I don't content myself with what I 
have written, but write again and again, although in great 
want of light. I hear that the Armada has sunk and captured 
many English ships, and h refitting in a Sf'otch port. If this 

' AriBoa <]e Dunquorqne, 30 Aoe. I (Aiob. de Sim. [PbH>.] HSS.) 
15^. Qtrtik dt) BtMku de Jiuu de ' Philip IL to Panoa. 3 ScpL I5S8. 
GniQBrra, 31 Aug. 1388. "A aido (AtcIi. de Bim. HS.) 
buenft noevK, j eito «■ oertiMmo." I > Ibid. 
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and was immediately interrogated by thoae conasellors, moat 
anxious, of course, to receive authentic intelligence at last as 
to the fate of the Armada.' The entire overthrow of the 
great project was now, for the first time, fully revealed in 
8pain ; the fabulous victories over the English, and the anni- 
hilation of Howard and all his ships, were dispersed in air. 
Broken, ruined, forlorn, tlie invincible Armada — so far as it 
still existed — had reached a Spanish port. Great was the con- 
sternation of Idiaquez and Moura, as they listened to the tale, 
and very desirous was each of the two secretaries that the 
other should discharge the unwelcome duty of communicating 
the fatal intelligence to the King.' 

At last Mourn consented to undertake the task, and entering 
the cabinet, he found Philip seated at his desk. Of course 
he was writing letters.' Being informed of the arrival of a 
messenger from the north, he laid down his pen, and inquired 
the news. The secretary replied that the accounts concerning 
the Armada were by no means so favourable as could be wished. 
The courier was then introduced, and made his dismal report. 
The King did not change countenance. " Great thanks," he 
observed, " do I render to Almighty God, by whose generous 
hand I am gifted with such power, that I could easily, if I 
chose, place another fleet upon the seas. Nor is it of very 
great importance that a running stream should be sometimes 
intercepted, so long as the fountain from which it flows re- 
mains inexhaustible." 

So saying he resumed his pen, and serenely proceeded with 
his letters,' Christopher Moura stared with uuaffected amaze- 
ment at hifl sovereign, thus tranquil while a shattered world 
was falling on his head, and tlicn retired to confer with liia 
colleague. 

"And how did his Majesty receive the blow?" asked 
Idiaquez. 

" His Majesty thinks nothing of the blow," answered Mourn, 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Aleiandcr besiegcB Borgeu-op-Zoom — PallBVicini'i Attorapt to »«iuce ParmB 

— AlexanJiT'H Fury — He is forced to taiiiB the Siege of Bergen — Gtrtruy- 
denberg Iwtrayed to Parma — Iiidignatioii of the SlatcB— Exploit* of 
Scbenlc — Hi^Attuck od Nyme^n — Ho U defeated aiul drowned — Eag- 
UHb-Dulcli Expedition to Spain — Its meagre Bemilta — Death of Guise 
and of the Queen-Mother — CumbioutioaB after the Hinder of Henry III. 

— Tandem St Surcolui Arbor. 

The fever of the past two years was followed by comparative 
laoguor. The deadly crisis was past, the freedom of Kiiro|je 
was saved, Holland and England breathed again ; but tension 
now gave place to exlmustion. The events in the remainder 
of the year 1588, with those of 1589 — although important in 
themselTes — were the immediate results of that history which 
has been so minutely detailed in these volumes, and can be 
indicated in a very few pages. 

The Duke of Parma, melancholy, disappointed, angry — 
stung U) the aonl by calumnies as stupid as they were 
venomous, and already afflicted with a painful and lingering 
disease, which hia friends attributed to poison administered 
by command of tlie master whom he hud so faithfully 
served — determined, if possible, to afford the consola-^ 
tion which that master was so plaintively demanding at his 



So Alexander led the splendid army which had been packed 
in, and unpacked from, the flat boats of Newjiort and Duukerk 
against Bergen-o[)-Zoom, and besieged that city ui form. Once 
of great commercial importance, although somewhat fallen 
away from its original prosperity, Bergen was well situate on 
a little stream which eonnucted it with the tide-waters of tiie 
Bcheldt, and wa-s the oidy place in Brabant, except Willein' 
stad, still remaining lo the State.a Opposite lay the Isle of 
Tholen from which it was easily to be supplied and rein> 
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young Prince.' The English officers, Vere and Basberville, 
nnd two Ketherland colonels, the brothers Bax, lo Oot. 
most distinguished themselves on these occasionB. *^^- 
The siege was not going on with the good fortune which bad 
usually attended the Spanish leaguer of Dutch cities, while, 
on the 29th September, a personal incident came to increase 
Alexander's dissatisfaction and melancholy. 

On that day the Duke was sitting in his tent, brooding, as 
he was apt to do, over the unjust accusations whicli had been 
heaped upon him in regard to the failnreof the Araiada,wlien 
a stranger was announced. His name, he said, was Giacomo 
Morone, and he was the bearer of a lett«r from Sir Horace 
FaUavicini, a Genoese gentleman long established in London, 
and known to be on confidential terms with the English 
government. Alexander took the letter, and glancing at the 
bottom of the last page, saw that it was not signed. 

" How dare you bring me a despatch wit hout a signature ? " 
he excJaimed. The messenger, who was himself a Genoese, 
assured the Duke that the letter was most certainly written 
by Fallavicini — who had himself placed it, sealed, in his 
hands — and that he had supposed it signed, although he bad, 
of course, not seen the inside. 

Alexander began to read the note, which was not a very 
long one, and his brow instantly darkened. He read a line 
or two more, when, with an esclamatiou of fury, he drew his 
dagger, and, seizing the astonished Genoese by the throat, 
was about to strike him dead. Suddenly mastering his rage, 
however, by a strong effort, and remembering tliat the man 
might be a useful witness, he flung Morone from him. 

"HI had FaUavicini here," he said, " I would treat him 
as I have just refrained from using you. And if I had any 
suspicion that you were aware of the contents of this letter, I 
would send you this instant to be hanged." " 

The unlucky despatch-bearer protested his innocence of all 

' Bor, «W tup. I mftBt;™ que me IptuiiIu lit- dunda 

' "Y uomo tai riomlo la desver- eatBba cod Tuiulai^iiiii ile rlorle t-ttu- 

gaeaxu y vullwiurria mc Bltcro de [ ondas. jDiotme alumbro cunjionenue 
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Such assurances from any other man in the world mig}it 
liave disarmed suspi(;ioii, but Alexander knew bis tnaater too 
well to repose upon his word, and remembered too bitterly 
the last hours of Don John of Aiijitria^whose dying pillow 
he had soothed, and whose death had been hastened, ns be 
knew, either by actual poison or by the hardly less fatal venom 
of slander— to regain tranquillity aa to his own position. 

The Eing was desirous that Pallavicini should he invited 
over to Flanders, in order that Alexander, under pretence of 
listening to his propositions, might draw from the Genoese 
all the particulars of )iis scheme, and then, at leisure, inflict 
the punishment which he had deserved.' But insuperable 
obstacles presented themselves, Dor was Alexander desirous 
of affording still further pretexts for his slanderers. 

Very soon after this incident — most important aa showing 
the real situation of various parties, although without any 
immediate result — Alexander received a visit in his tent 
from another stranger. This time the visitor was an English- 
man, one Lieutenant Grimstone, and the object of hia intei^ 
view with the Duke was not political, but had a direct refer- 
ence to the siege of Bergen. He was accompanied by a 
countryman of his own. Redhead by name, a carap-snttler by 
profession. The two represented tbemselvea as deserters from 
the besieged city, and offered, for a handsome reward, to 
conduct a force of Sjiauiards, by a secret path, into one of the 
gates. The Duke questioned them narrowly, and being 
satisfied with their intelligence and coolness, caused tliem to 
take an oath on the Evangehsts, that they were not playing 
him false. Ho then selected a band of one hundred mus- 
keteers, partly Spaniards, partly Walloons — to be followed at 

ao Ort. a distance by a mnch more considerable force, 

1588. ^YfQ thousand in number, under Sancho de Leyva 

and the Marquis of Uenti — and appointed the following night 

for an enterprise aguinst the city, under the guidance of 

Grimstone. 

It was a wild autumnal night, moonless, pitch-dark, witJi a 

1 IdioqDGi to Purmit, MS. lost citi-d. 
VOL. ri. 2 N 
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It had now become obvious to the Duke that hia siege muBt 
be raised. The days were gone when the walJB of Dut«li 
towns seemed to melt before the first scornful glance of the 
Spanish invader, and when a summons meant a surrender, 
and a surrender a raassacra Now, strong iu the feeling of 
independence, and supported by the courage nnd endurance 
of their English allies, the Hollanders had learned to humble 
the pride of Spain as it had never been humbled before. 
The hero of a hundred battle-fields, the inventive and bril- 
liant conqueror of Antwerp, seemed in the deplorable issue 
of the English invasion to have lost all his genius, all his 
fortune. A cloud had fallen upon his fame, aud he now saw 
himself, at the head of the beet army in Europe, compelled 
to retire, defeatefl and humiliated, from the walla of Bergen. 
Winter was coming on apace ; the country was Hooded ; the 
storms in that bleak region aud inclement season were inces- 
eant ; and he was obliged to retreat before his army should 
be drowned. 

On the night of 12-13 November he set fire to his camp, 
ftnd took his departure. By daybreak he was descried in full 
retreat, and waa hotly pursued by the English and Dutch from 
tlie city, who drove the great Alexander and his legions before 
them in ignominious Sight. Lord Willoughby, in full view 
of the retiring enemy, indulged the allied forces with a chi- 
Talrous spectacle. Calling a halt, after it had become obvi- 
ously useless, with their small force of cavalry, to follow any 
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loaghby, who — much diagnsted with hin career in the Nether- 
landfl — was about leaving for England, complaining that the 
States had not only left him without remuneration for hia 
seryicea, but had not repaid his own advances, nor even given 
him a complimentary dinner, tried in vain to pacify them. 
A rumour became very current, moreover, that the garrison 
had opened negotiations with Alexander Famese, and accord- 
ingly Maurice of Nassau — of whose patrimonial property the 
city of Gertniydenberg made a considerable proportion, to the 
amount of eight thousand pounds sterling a year' — after sum- 
moning the garrison, in his own name and in that of the States, 
to Burrendor, laid siege to the place in form. It would have 
been cheaper, no doubt, to pay the demands of the garrison 
in full, and allow them to depart. But Maurice considered 
bis honour at stake. His letters of summons, in which he 
spoke of the rebellions commandant and his garrison as self- 
seeking foreigners and mercenaries, were taken in very ill 
part. Wingfield resented the statement in very insolent 
language, and offered to prove its falsehood with his sword 
against any man and in any place whatever. Willoughby 
wTote to his brother-in-law, from Flushing, when about to 
embark, disapproving of his conduct and of his language ; 
and to Maurice, deprecating hostile measures against a city 
under the protection of Queen Elizabeth. At any rate, he 
claimed that Sir John Wingfield and his wife, the Countess 
of Kent, with their newly-bom child, should be allowed to 
depart from the place. But ^^'^ngfield expressed great scom 
at any suggestion of retreat, and vowed that ho would ratiier 
surrender the city to the Spaniards than tolerate the presump- 
tion of Maurice and the States. The young Prmee accorduigly 
opened his batteries, but before an entrance could be effected into 
the town, was obliged to retire at the approach of CountMansfeld 
with a ranch superior force. Gertniydenberg was lo April, 
now surrendered to the Spaniards (10 April 1589) '^*^- 
in accordance with a secret negociation which had been 
proceeding all the spring, and had been brought to a conclu- 
' Ortcll lo WuUvy. D April, 1581). (S. P. Offii^e MS.) 
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of the imperious orator, became bitter and wrathiiil with the 
English, side by side with whom they had lately been so 
cordially standing. 

Willougliby, on his part, now at the English court, was 
furiotu with the States, and persuaded the leading counsellors 
of the Queen as well as her Majesty lieraelf, to adopt his view 
of the transaction. Wingticld, it was asserted, was quite 
innocent in the matter; he was entirely ignorant of the 
French language, and therefore was unable to read a word of 
the letters addressed to him by Maurice and the replies wliich 
had been signed by himself. Whether this strange excuse 
ought to be accepted or not, it is quite certain that he was no 
traitor like York and Stanley, and no friend to Spain ; for he 
had stipulated for himself the right to return to England, and 
had neither received nor desired any reward. He bated Afau- 
rice and he hated the States, but he asserted that ha had 
been held in durance, that tho garrison was mutinous, and 
that he was no more responsible for the loss of the city than 
yir Francis Vere had been, who had also been present, and 
whose name had boen subsequently withdrawn, in honourable 
fashiou fi-om tlie list of traitors, by authority of the States:. 
His position — so far as he was persomilly concerned — seemed 
defensible, and the Queen was thoroughly convinced of his 
innocence. Willoughby complained tliat the republic was 
utterly in the bands of Bameveld, that no man ventured to 
lift his voice or his eyes in presence of the terrible Advocate 
who ruled every Netherlander with a rod of iron, and that hia 
violent and threatening language to WmgfieM and himself at 
the dinner-table in Bergeu-op-Zoom on the subject of the 
mutiny (when one hundredof the Gertruydenberg garrison 
were within sound of his voice) had been the chief cause of 
the rebellion.' Inspired by these remonstrances, the Queen 
onc6 more emptied tlie viala of her wratb upon the United 

Bolioit all by Ortell, ami »o receive ' b^|„ („ Btirehlev. f^*\. 1589, 
their ilespatch. Wliereuiilo the repil- , ' •* '*'^S 

totinn of every action ilotli redound i (.Br. Um. Galbn, D. iv. 56. MS.) 
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even gone to England and complained to the Queen of the 
sliort-comings of those who owed Tn'm so much. His iu- 
genioufi and daring exploit — the capture of Bonn — has already 
been narrated, but the Stat«e liad neglected the proper pre- 
eautions to secure tliat important city. It had consequently, 
after a six montlis' siege, been surrendered to the Spaniards 
under Prince Chimay, on the 19th of September ; ' while, in 
December following, the city of Wachtendonk, between the 
Rhine and Meuse, had fallen into Mansfeld'a hands.^ Rhein- 
berg, the only city of the episcopate which remained to the 
deposed Tmcbsess, was soon afterwards invested by the troops 
of Parma, and Scheiik in vain summoned the States-General 
to take proper measures for its defence. But wifli the enemy 
now eating his way towards the heart of Holland, and with so 
many dangers threatening them on every side, it was thought 
imprudent to go so far away to seek the enemy. So Gebhard 
retired in despair into Germany, and Martin did what he 
could to protect Ehemberg, and to till his own coffers at the 
expense of the whole country side. 

He had built a fort, which then and long afterwards bore 
his name — Schenken Schans, or Schenk's Sconce — at that 
important point where the Rhine, opening its two arms to 
enclose the " good-meadow " island of Batavia, becomes on 
the left the Waal, while on the right it retains its ancient 
name ; and here, on the outermost edge of the republic, 
aud looking straight &om hjs fastness into the fruitful fields 
of Munster, Westphalia, and the electorate, the industrious 
Jllartin devoted himself with advantage to his favoiuite 
pursnita. 

On the 7th of August, on the heath of Lip{>e, ho had 
attacked a body of Spanish musketeers, more than a thousand 

■ Stradn. X. .184-59.1 Oolomn, 1. ' comiaciiecmeiit,b;iinBrtuiui<ifVenlo, 
12-14. ikir. in. XXV. SIS. I for bia own mitifartunn and Uiat at hts 

' Btnida, S. 51)H, who •tntoe Hint pit j ; for he »ol the town of Venlo ou 
bomb.shcH»— whicli lie elnlmmtelj' do- j fire, nivl bumcd down two-thirde of 
BcriheB — weK Grat used al this lie^a . it. by o ptematote esplo«ioii of bis 
of WoPlitendonk. They liad been in- ucw projcotileB. 
vented, he aajs, a few aiij» befote lis I 



1589. HIS ATTACK ON SYMEGEN. 551 

who never "amileii. Clad in no wecldiiig-garment, but in 
armour of proof, with moriou on liead, and Bword in hand, the 
great freebooter strode heavily through the ball-room, fol- 
lowed by a party of those tcirrihle musketeers who never gave 
or asked for quarter, while the affrighted revellers fluttered 
away Wfore them. 

Taking advantage of a dark night, ho had jast dropped 
down the river from hia castle, with five-and-tweuty barges, 
had liinded with his most trusted soldiers in the foremost 
Teasels, had battt-red down the gate of St, Anthony, and 
surprised and slain the giiariL Without waiting for the rest 
of his bouts, he had then stolen with liis comrades through 
the silent street**, and torn away the lattice-work, and other 
slight defences on the rear of the house which they had now 
entered, and through which tliey intended to possess them- 
selves of the market-pluce. Martin had long since selected 
this mansion as a proper position for his enterprise, but he 
had not been bidden to the wedding, and was somewhat dis- 
concerted when he found liimself on the festive scene which 
he had so grimly interrupted. Some of the merry-makers 
escaped from the honse, and proceeded to alarm the town ; 
while Schenk hastily fortitied his position, and took posses- 
sion of the sfjuare. But the burghers and garrison were 
soon on foot, and he waa driven liack into the house. Three 
times he recovered the square by main strength of his own 
arm, seconded by the handful of men whom he had brought 
with him, and three times he was beaten b&ck by overwhelm- 
ing numbers into the wedding mansion. The arrival of the 
greater part of his followers, with whoso assistance he could 
easily have mafitcred the city in the first moments of surprise, 
was mysteriously delayed. He could not account for their 
prolonged absence, and was meanwhile supported only by 
those who had arrived with him in the foremost bargee. 

The truth — of which he was ignorant — was, that the re- 
mainder of the flotilla, borne along by the strong and deep 
current of the Wool, then in a state of freshet, had shot past 
the landing-place, and had ever since been vainly Btruggling 
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atreani, and were picked up by their comrades m the barges 
below the town, and so made their escape. Many were 
drowned with their captiiui. A few days afterwards, the 
iiihabitauts of Nymegen fialied up the body of the fauious 
partisan. He was easily recognized by hifl armoiir, and by 
his truculent face, still wearing the scowl with which he had 
last rebuked bis followers. His head was taken oB* at once, 
and placed on one of tJie turrets of the town, and hia body, 
divided in four, was made to adorn otber portions of the 
battlements ; so that the burghers were enabled to feast their 
eyes on the remnants of the luan at whose name the whole 
country liad so often trembled. 

This was the end of Sir Martin Schenk of Niddegem, 
knight, colouel, and brigand; save that ultimately his dis- 
severed limbs were packed in a chest, and kept in a church- 
tower, until Maurice of Nassau, in course of time becoming 
master of Nymegen, honoured the valiant and on the wliole 
faithful freebooter with a Cliristian and mihtary burial' 

A few months Iat«r (October, 1589) another man who had 
been playing an important part in the Netherlands' drama 
lost his life. Count Moeura and Niewenaar, stadholder of 
Utrecht, Gdderland, and Overyssel, while inspecting some 
newly-invented fireworks, was suddenly killed by their acci- 
dental ignition and esplosion." His death left vacant three 
great stadholderates, which before long were to be conferred 
upon a yonth whoso power henceforth was rapidly to grow 
greater. 

The misunderstanding between Holland and England con- 
tinuing, Olden-Bameveld, Aersaeus, and Buys, refusing to see 
that they had done wrong in denouncing the Dutch and 
English traitors who had sold Gertruydenberg to the enemy, 
and the Queen and her counsellors persisting in tlieir auger 

■ Bor, Wagenoar, StnulB. M miv. \ publiah an edirt npnD it, tlul no 
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Nicolas van Meetkerke and Van Laen, the adven- jg April, 
turers set eaU from Plymouth on tlie 18tL of April, '^"'''■ 
1589. 

They landed at Coruiia — at which place they certainly 
could not expect to create a Portuguese revolution, wliich was 
the first object of the expedition — destroyed some shipping 
in the harbour, captured and sacked the lower town, and were 
repulsed in the upper ; marched with six thousand men to 
Burgos, crossed the bridge at push of pike, and routed ten 
thousand Spaniards luidcr Andrada and Altaniira — Edn'ard 
Norria receiving a desperate blow on the head at tlie passage 
of the bridge, and being rescued from doatli by his brother 
John — took sail for the south after tlua action, in which they 
hod killed a thousand Spaniards, and had lost but two men of 
their own ; were joined off Cape Finisterro by Essex ; landed 
a force at Peniche, the castle of which place surrendered to 
them, and acknowledged the authority of Don Antonio; and 
thence marclied with the main body of the troops, under Sir 
John Norris, forty-eight miles to Lisbon, whOe Drake, with 
the fleet, was to sail up the Tagus. 

NotJiing like a revolution had been effected in Portugal. 
Ko one seemed to care for the Pretender, or even to be aware 
that he had ever existed, except the governor of Peniche 
Castle, a few ragged and bare-footed peasants, who, once upon 
the road, shouted " Viva Don Antonio," and one old gentle- 
man by the way side, who brought him a plate of plums. His 
hopes of a crown faded rapidly, and when the army reached 
Lisbon it bad dwindled to not rouch more tlian four thousand 
eflTeetive men — the rest being dead of dysentery, or on the 
sick-list from imprudeuee in eating and drinking — while they 
found that they had made au unfortunate omission in their 
machinery for assailing the capital, hai-ing not a single field- 
piece in the whole army. Moreover, as Drake was prevented 
by bad weather and head-winds from sailing up the Tagus. it 
seemed a difficult matter to carry the city. A few cannon, 
and the cooperation of the fleet, were hardly to be dispensed 
with on such an occasion. Nevertheless it would perhaps 
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mercliandizo, and had divided among the survivors of the ex- 
l»edition, after landing in Enghind, five fihillingB a head prize- 
money ; but they had not effected a revolution in Portugal. 
Don Antouio had been offered nothing by hia faithful suh- 
jecta but a dish of pluma — so that he retired into obscurity 
froui tliat time forward — and all tlii» wua Krarcely a niagni- 
fiuunt result for the death of six or movuu thuusaud good 
Euglish "and Dutch soldiers, and the outky of considerable 
treasure. 

Aa a freebooting foray — and it was ootliing else — it could 
hiirdly bo thought succeesfid ; although it was a splendid 
triumph compared with the result of the long and loudly 
heralded Invincible Armada.' 

In France, great eventa during the remainder of 1588 and 
the following year, and which are well known even to tlie 
most superficial student of history, had much changed the 
aspect of European affairs. It was fortunate for the two com- 
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Sir Roger Willimnfl to tlio Lord 
OIJaDCcUor, Lord Trunaorer, and Score- 
tury WaUiugliiuii, July, 13S9 : (S.P. 
Office MS.)— 

" Hod wo gone to Lisbon," Bays Uie 
Welali knight, - and not touoird nt 
tho Grorue, we had found tlic town 
□Dpruriiiel with meu of war; in auuti 
Borl, with tl)o luvuiir of God, we Lad 
cikrriul it Bway witliout blows .... 
Wu liare retntncd tbe most of our 
lilitps ioto Eiiul&nd tbat tttould Kane 
bsai ludcii witQ rich morcbniidiae and 
groit trenaont. With that lading, oni 
Korcrcign aud joitr bononrs might 
Imri' returned our shippiiig onto us 
with D now supply. In going into tho 
Oroyiie, wo lost e. numtwr of brave 
mon in dislodgitig- At the least, 3000 
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tbo Duke of Uudina out of England, 
There we lost many a day, in tliu 
wliich tinte the enemy omTcd, and 
placed hia forces where ho tbuugbt 
moat neccaeorieitt, cliiefly in Lisbon. 
NotwiUiatandiiig, when wo arrived, 
we gave the law in the field, tlut 
none dimt flgbt with .mb, in twelve 
days, with 5000 footmeo, imd, God 
knowB, poor peoplo, eve 2000, mid 
those all volmitiwrv. All the horse- 
men we had nmountcil not to 45 : we 
htui not any Fortaguuse to speak of, 
ajid HDoh fu we had did us nioro hurt 
tlian good. . . . Homo wiU say. How 
could yon have kept Liabou 7 Uelieve 
it noL With di thouHand wo would 
havo kept it oguiual uU Spain luul 

Portugal Var joumuy was 

most honourable and profitable nnlo 
sovereign and estate. First, and 



to buttle at the gates of Lisbon — not 
stealing', but after giving leave to unu 
two mouths ; for the world must thiiik 
they knew wbure wi< lueant to diri-vl 
our QouTBc, wht-ii Don AtilunJo dis- 
lodged ttvm Im house at Lomlon," 
Ac. &c. 
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Never liad an asBasdoation been more technically success- 
ful ; yet its results were not commensnrate with the raonarcli's 
hopes. The deed which he had thought premuture in May 
was already too late in Peceraber. His mother denounced 
his cruelty now, as she had, six months before, execrated his 
cowardice. And the old Queen, seeing that her game was 
played out^ — that the cards had all gone against her — that her 
son was doomed, and her own influence dissolved in air, felt 
that there was nothing left for her but to die. In a weet she 
was dead, and men spoke no more of Catharine de' Medici, 
and thought no more of her than if — in the words of n 
splenetic contemporary — " she had been a dead she-goat." ' 
I'aris howled with i-age when it learned the murders of Blois, 
and the sixteen quarters became more furious than ever 
against the Valois. Some wild talk there waa of democracy 
and republicanism after the manner of Switzerland, and of 
dividing France into cantons — and there was an earnest desire 
on the part of every grandee, every general, every soldier of 
fortune, to carve out a portion of French territory with his 
sword, and to appropriate it for himself and his heirs. Dis- 
integration was making rapid progress, and the epoch of the 
last Valois seemed more dark and baj'baroua than the times 
of the degenerate Carlovingians had been. The letter-writer 
of the Escorial, who had earnestly warned his faithful Itlucio,^ 
week after week, that dangers were impending over him, 
and that " some trick would be played upon him," should ho 
venture into the royal presence, now acquiesced in his assassi- 
nation, and placidly busied himself with &esh combinations 
and newer tools. 

Bafiled, hunted, scorned by all beside, the luckless Henry 
now threw himself into the arms of the Bijamoso — the man 
who could and would have protected him long before, had the 
King been capable of understauding their relative positions 
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leader of the Huguenots was a philosopher, wlio in the days of 
St Bartholomew had become orthodox to eave his life, and wlio 
waa alreiuly " instructing himself" anew in order to secure his 
crown. Philip was used to deal with fanatics, and had often 
been opposed by a religious bigotry as fierce as his own ; but 
ho might perhaps be baffled by a good-humoured free-thinker, 
who was to teach him a lesson in politiciJ theology of wliich 
he bad never dreamed. 

The Leaguers were not long in doubt as to the meaning of 
"instruction," and they were thoroughly persuaded tliat — so 
soon as Henry IV. should reconcile himseli' with Rome — -their 
game was likely to become desperate. 

Neverth€!le* ^udent Pliilip sat in his elbow-chair, writing 
his apostUles, improving liimself and his secretaries in ortho- 
graphy, but chiefly confining his attention to the aflaiis of 
France. The departed Miicio's brother Mayenne was installed 
as chief stipendiary of Sjiain aud lieutenant-general for the 
League in France, until Philip should determine within him- 
self in what form to assume the sovereignty of that kingdom. 
It might be questionable however whether that corpulent 
Duke, who spent more time in eating than Henry IV. did in 
sleeping, and was longer in reading a letter than Henry in 
winning a battle, were likely to prove a very dangerous rival 
— even with all Spain at hia back — to the Uvely Bcamese. 
But time would necessarily be consumed before the end was 
reached, and time and Philip were two. Henry of Navarre 
and France was ready to open his ears to instruction ; but even 
he had declared, eoveral years before, that " a religion was not 
to he changed like a shirt." So while the fresh garment was 
airing for him at Home, and while he was leisurely stripping 
off the old, lie might perhaps be taken at a dinodvautage. 
Fanaticism on both sides, during this process of instruction, 
might be roused. Tlje Huguenots on their part might de- 
nounce the treason of their great chief, and the Pajiist*, on 
theirs, howl at the hypocrisy of the pretended conversion. 
But Henry IV, had philosophically prejiared liimself for tiio 
denuuciatiouB of the I'l-otestants, wliile determined to protect 
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and Martin Schenk, and * Mucio,* and Henry III., and Catha- 
rine de' Medici, were all dead. But Philip the Prudent re- 
mained, and Elizabeth of England, and Henry of France and 
Navarre, and John of Olden-Barneveld ; and there was still 
another personage, a very young man still, but a deep-thinking, 
hard-working student, fagging steadily at mathematics and 
deep in the works of Stevinus, who, before long, might play a 
conspicuous part in the world's great drama. But, previously 
to 1590, Maurice of Nassau seemed comparatively insignificant, 
and he could be s|)oken of by courtiers as a cipher, and as an 
immannerly boy just let loose from school. 
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